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DEDICATION 


The work and ambition of a life-time is herein humbly 
dedicated with supreme reverence to the great sages 
of India, who, for the first tinre in history, formulated 
the true principles of freedom and devoted themselves 
to the holy quest of truth and the final assessment 
and discovery of the ultimate spiritual essence of 
man through their concrete lives, critical thought, 
dominant will and self-denial. 
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NOTE ON THE PRONUNCIATION OF 
TRANSLITERATED SANSKRIT 
AND PALI WORDS 

The vowels are pronounced almost in the same way 
as in Italian, except that the sound of a approaches 
that of o in bond or u in but , and a that of a as in army. 
The consonants are as in English, except c , ch in church; 
t } d , n are cerebrals, to which English t, d\ n almost 
correspond; /, d , n are pure dentals; kh y gk, ch, jh , 
th 9 dh, th , dhy ph, bh are the simple sounds plus an 
aspiration; h is the French gn\ r is usually pronounced 
as rt\ and f as sh . 


PREFACE 


HE old civilisation of India was a concrete unity of many- 



X sided developments in art, architecture, literature, religion, 
morals, and science so far as it was understood in those days. 
But the most important achievement of Indian thought was 
philosophy. It was regarded as the goal of all the highest 
practical and theoretical activities, and it indicated the point of 
unity amidst all the apparent diversities which the complex 
growth of culture over a vast area inhabited by different peoples 
produced. It is not in the history of foreign invasions, in the 
rise of independent kingdoms at different times, in the empires 
of this or that great monarch that the unity of India is to be 
sought It is essentially one of spiritual aspirations and obedience 
to the law of the spirit, which were regarded as superior to every¬ 
thing else, and it has outlived all the political changes through 
which India passed. 

The Greeks, the Huns, the Scythians, the Pathans and the 
Moguls who occupied the land and controlled the political 
machinery never ruled the minds of the people, for these political 
events were like hurricanes or the changes of season, mere 
phenomena of a natural or physical order which never affected 
the spiritual integrity of Hindu culture. If after a passivity of 
some centuries India is again going to become creative it is 
mainly on account of this fundamental unity of her progress and 
civilisation and not for anything that she may borrow from other 
countries. It is therefore indispensably necessary for all those 
who wish to appreciate the significance and potentialities of 
Indian culture that they should properly understand the history 
of Indian philosophical thought which is the nucleus round 
which all that is best and highest in India has grown. Much harm 
has already been done by the circulation of opinions that the 
culture and philosophy of India was dreamy and abstract. It is 
therefore very necessary that Indians as well as other peoples 
should become more and more acquainted with the true charac¬ 
teristics of the past history of Indian thought and form a correct 
estimate of its special features. 

But it is not only for the sake of the right understanding of 


MiNisr^ 



Preface 


<SL 


dia that Indian philosophy should be read, or only as a record 
of the past thoughts of India. For most of the problems that 
are still debated in modern philosophical thought occurred in 
more or less divergent forms to the philosophers of India. Their 
discussions, difficulties and solutions when properly grasped in 
connection with the problems of our own times may-throw light 
on the course of the process of the future reconstruction of modem 
thought. The discovery of the important features of Indian 
philosophical thought, and a due appreciation of their full signi¬ 
ficance, may turn out to be as important to modern philosophy 
as the discovery of Sanskrit has been to the investigation of 
modern philological researches. It is unfortunate that the task 
of re-interpretation and re-valuation of Indian thought has not 
yet been undertaken on a comprehensive scale. Sanskritists 
also with very few exceptions have neglected this important 
field of study, for most of these scholars have been interested 
more in mythology, philology, and history than in philosophy. 
Much work however has already been done in the way of the 
publication of a large number of important texts, and translations 
of some of them have also been attempted. But owing to the 
presence of many technical terms in advanced Sanskrit philo¬ 
sophical literature, the translations in most cases are hardly in¬ 
telligible to those who are not familiar with the texts themselves. 

A work containing some general account of the mutual rela¬ 
tions of the chief systems is necessary for those who intend to 
pursue the study of a particular school. This is also necessary 
for lay readers interested in philosophy and students of Western 
philosophy who have no inclination or time to specialise in any 
Indian system, but who are at the same time interested to know 
what they can about Indian philosophy. In my two books The 
Study of Patanjali and Yoga Philosophy in relation to other Indian 
Systems of Thought I have attempted to interpret the Samkhya 
and Yoga systems both from their inner point of view and from 
the point of view of their relation to other Indian systems. The 
present attempt deals with the important features of these as also 
of all the other systems and seeks to show some of their inner 
philosophical relations especially in regard to the history of their 
development. I have tried to be as faithful to the original texts 
as I could and have always given the Sanskrit or Pali technical 
terms for the help of those who want to make this book a guide 
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urther study. To understand something of these terms is 
indeed essential for anyone who wishes to be sure that he is 
following the actual course of the thoughts. 

In Sanskrit treatises the style of argument and methods of 
treating the different topics are altogether different from what 
we find in any modern work of philosophy. Materials had there¬ 
fore to be collected from a large number of works on each system 
and these have been knit together and given a shape which 
is likely to be more intelligible to people unacquainted with 
Sanskritic ways of thought. But at the same time I considered 
it quite undesirable to put any pressure on Indian thoughts in 
order to make them appear as European. This will explain 
much of what might appear quaint to a European reader. But 
while keeping all the thoughts and expressions of the Indian 
thinkers I have tried to arrange them in a systematic whole in a 
manner which appeared to me strictly faithful to their clear 
indications and suggestions. It is only in very few places that I 
have translated some of the Indian terms by terms of English 
philosophy, and this I did because it appeared to me that those 
were approximately the nearest approach to the Indian sense of 
the term. In all other places I have tried to choose words which 
have not been made dangerous by the acquirement of technical 
senses. This however is difficult, for the words which are used in 
philosophy always acquire some sort of technical sense. 1 would 
therefore request my readers to take those words in an unsophisti¬ 
cated sense and associate them with such meanings as are 
justified by the passages and contexts in which they are used. 
Some of what will appear as obscure in any system may I hope be 
removed if it is re-read with care and attention, for unfamiliarity 
sometimes stands in the way of right comprehension. But I 
may have also missed giving the proper suggestive links in 
many places where condensation was inevitable and the systems 
themselves have also sometimes insoluble difficulties, for no 
system of philosophy is without its dark and uncomfortable 
corners. 

Though I have begun my work from the Vedic and Brah- 
manic stage, my treatment of this period has been very slight. 
The beginnings of the evolution of philosophical thought, though 
they can be traced in the later Vedic hymns, are neither connected 
nor systematic. 
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More is found in the Brahmanas, but I do not think it worth 
while to elaborate the broken shreds of thought of this epoch. 

I could have dealt with the Upanisad period more fully, but 
many works on the subject have already been published in 
Europe and those who wish to go into details will certainly go 
to them. I have therefore limited myself to the dominant current 
flowing through the earlier Upanisads. Notices of other currents 
of thought will be given in connection with the treatment of other 
systems in the second volume with which they are more intimately 
connected. It will be noticed that my treatment of early Bud¬ 
dhism is in some places of an inconclusive character. This is 
largely due to the inconclusive character of the texts which were 
put into writing long after Buddha in the form of dialogues and 
where the precision and directness required in philosophy were 
not contemplated. This has given rise to a number of theories 
about the interpretations of the philosophical problems of early 
Buddhism among modern Buddhist scholars and it is not always 
easy to decide one way or the other without running the risk of 
being dogmatic; and the scope of my work was also too limited 
to allow me to indulge in very elaborate discussions of textual 
difficulties. But still I also have in many places formed theories 
of my own, whether they are right or wrong it will be for scholars 
to judge. I had no space for entering into any polemic, but it 
will be found that my interpretations of the systems are different 
in some cases from those offered by some European scholars who 
have worked on them and I leave it to those who are acquainted 
with the literature of the subject to decide which of us may be 
in the right. I have not dealt elaborately with the new school of 
Logic (Navya-Nyaya)of Bengal, for the simple reason that most 
of the contributions of this school consist in the invention of 
technical expressions and the emphasis put on the necessity of 
strict exactitude and absolute preciseness of logical definitions 
and discussions and these are almost untranslatable ill intelligible 
English. I have however incorporated what important differences 
of philosophical points of view I could find in it. Discussions of 
a purely technical character could not be very fruitful in a work 
like this. The bibliography given of the different Indian systems 
in the last six chapters is not exhaustive but consists mostly of 
books which have been actually studied or consulted in the 
writing of those chapters. Exact references to the pages of the 
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(have generally been given in footnotes in those cases where 
^difference of interpretation was anticipated or where it was felt 
that a reference to the text would make the matter clearer, or 
where the opinions of modern writers have been incorporated. 

It gives me the greatest pleasure to acknowledge my deepest 
gratefulness* to the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manindrachandra 
Nundy, K.C.I.E. Kashimbazar, Bengal, who has kindly promised 
to bear the entire expense of the publication of both volumes 
of the present work. 

The name of this noble man is almost a household word in 
Bengal for the magnanimous gifts that he has made to educational 
and other causes. Up till now he has made a total gift of about 
^300,000, of which those devoted to education come to about 
£200,000. But the man himself is far above the gifts he has 
made. His sterling character, universal sympathy and friendship, 
his kindness and amiability make him a veritable Bodhisattva— 
one of the noblest of men that I have ever seen. Like many 
other scholars of Bengal, I am deeply indebted to him for the 
encouragement that he has given me in the pursuit of my studies 
and researches, and my feelings of attachment and gratefulness 
for him are too deep for utterance. 

I am much indebted to my esteemed friends Dr E. J. Thomas 
of the Cambridge University Library and Mr Douglas Ainslie 
for their kindly revising the proofs of this work, in the course 
of which they improved my English in many places. To the 
former I am also indebted for his attention to the translitera¬ 
tion of a large number of Sanskrit words, and also for the 
whole-hearted sympathy and great friendliness with which he 
assisted me with his advice on many points of detail, in par¬ 
ticular the exposition of the Buddhist doctrine of the cause of 
rebirth owes something of its treatment to repeated discussions 
with him. 

I also wish to express my gratefulness to my friend Mr 
N. K. Siddhanta, M.A., late of th^Scottish Churches College, and 
Mademoiselle Paule Povie for the kind assistance they have 
rendered in preparing the index. My obligations are also due to 
the Syndics of the Cambridge University Press for the honour 
they have done me in publishing this work. 

To scholars of Indian philosophy who may do me the honour 
of reading my book and who may be impressed with its inevit- 
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Hemacandra: 


Preface 
and defects, I can 


<SL 

only pray in the words of 


Pramdnasiddhft ntaviruddham atra 
Yatkinciduktam matimandyadosat 
Matsaryya-m utsaryya taddryyacittah 
Prasddam ddhaya visodhayantu 1 . 

. S.D. 


Trinitv College, 
Cambridge. 

February, 1922. 


1 May the noble-minded scholars instead of cherishing ill feeling kindly correct 
whatever errors have been here committed through the dullness of my intellect in the 
way of wrong interpretations and misstatements. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTORY 


THE achievements of the ancient Indians in the field of philosophy 
are but very imperfectly known to the world at large, and it is 
unfortunate that the condition is no better even in India. 1 here 
is a small body of Hindu scholars and ascetics living a retired 
life in solitude, who are well acquainted with the subject, but they 
do not know English and are not used to modern ways of thinking, 
and the idea that they ought to write books in vernaculars in 
order to popularize the subject does not appeal to them, fhrough 
the activity of various learned bodies and private individuals both 
in Europe and in India large numbers of philosophical works in 
Sanskrit and Pali have been published, as well as translations of 
a few of them, but there has been as yet little systematic attempt 
on the part of scholars to study them and judge their value. There 
are hundreds of Sanskrit works on most of the systems of Indian 
thought and scarcely a hundredth part of them has been trans¬ 
lated. Indian modes of expression, entailing difficult technical 
philosophical terms are so different from those of European 
thought, that they can hardly ever be accurately translated. It 
is therefore very difficult for a person unacquainted with Sanskrit 
to understand Indian philosophical thought in its true bearing 
from translations. Pali is a much easier language than Sanskrit, 
but a knowledge of Pali is helpful in understanding only the 
earliest school of Buddhism, when it was in its semi-philosophical 
stage. Sanskrit is generally regarded as a difficult language. But 
no one from an acquaintance with Vedic or ordinary literary 
Sanskrit can have any idea of the difficulty of the logical and 
abstruse parts of Sanskrit philosophical literature. A man who 
can easily understand the Vedas, the Upanisads, the Puranas, the 
Law Books and the literary works, and is also well acquainted with 
European philosophical thought, may find it literally impossible 
to understand even small portions of a work of advanced Indian 
logic, or the dialectical Vedanta. This is due to two reasons, the 
use of technical terms and of great condensation in expression, 
and the hidden allusions to doctrines of other systems. 1 he 
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^j^^tendency to conceiving philosophical problems in a clear and un¬ 


ambiguous manner is an important feature of Sanskrit thought,but 
from the ninth century onwards, the habit of using clear, definite, 
and precise expressions.began to develop in a very striking manner, 
and as a result of that a large number of technical terms began to be 
invented. These terms are seldom properly explained, and it is 
presupposed that the reader who wants to read the works should 
have a knowledge of them. Any one in olden times who took to the 
study of any system of philosophy, had to do so with a teacher, who 
explained those terms to him. The teacher himself had got it from 
his teacher, and he from his. There was no tendency to popularize 
philosophy, for the idea then prevalent was that only the chosen 
few who had otherwise shown their fitness, deserved to become 
fit students ( adhikart) of philosophy, under the direction of a 
* teacher. Only those who had the grit and high moral strength 
to devote their whole life to the true understanding of philosophy 
and the rebuilding of life in accordance with the high truths of 
philosophy were allowed to study it. 

Another difficulty which a beginner will meet is this, that 
r sometimes the same technical terms are used in extremely 
different senses in different systems. The student must know the 
meaning of each technical term with reference to the system in 
which it occurs, and no dictionary will enlighten him much about 
the matter 1 . He will have to pick them up as he advances and 
finds them used. Allusions to the doctrines of other systems and 
their refutations during the discussions of similar doctrines in any 
particular system of thought are often very puzzling even to a 
well-equipped reader; for he cannot be expected to know all the 
doctrines of other systems without going through them, and so 
it often becomes difficult to follow the series of answers and 
refutations which are poured forth in the course of these discus¬ 
sions. There are two important compendiums in Sanskrit giving 
a summary of some of the principal systems of Indian thought, 
viz. the Sarvadarsartasa?ngraha, and the Saddarsanasamuccaya of 
Haribhadra with the commentary of Gunaratna; but the former is 
very sketchy and can throw very little light on the understanding 
of the ontological or epistemological doctrines of any of the 
systems.) It has been translated by Cowell and Gough, but I 

1 Recently a very able Sanskrit dictionary of technical philosophical terms called 
Nyayako 4 a has been prepared by M. M. Bhitnacarya Jhalkikar, Bombay, Govt. Press. 
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afraid the translation may not be found very intelligible. 
Gunaratna’s commentary isexcellent so far as Jainism is concerned, 
and it sometimes gives interesting information about other 
systems, and also supplies us with some short bibliographical 
notices, but it seldom goes on to(explain the epistemological or 
ontological doctrines or discussions which are so necessary for the 
right understanding of any of the advanced systems of Indian 
thought) Thus in the absence of a book which could give us in 
brief the main epistemological, ontological, and psychological . 
positions of the’Indian thinkers, it is difficult even for a good 
Sanskrit scholar to follow the advanced philosophical literature, 
even though he may be acquainted with many of the technical 
philosophical terms. I have spoken enough about the difficulties 
of studying Indian philosophy, but if once a person can get him¬ 
self used to the technical terms and the general positions of the , 
different Indian thinkers and their modes of expression, he car. 
master the whole by patient toil. The technical terms, which are 
a source of difficulty at the beginning, are of inestimable value in 
helping us to understand the precise and definite meaning of the 
writers who used them, and the chances of misinterpreting or 
misunderstanding them are reduced to a minimum. It is I think 
well-known that avoidance of technical terms has often rendered 
philosophical works unduly verbose, and liable to misinterpre¬ 
tation. The art of clear writing is indeed a rare virtue and every 
philosopher cannot expect to have it. But when technical ex¬ 
pressions are properly formed, even a bad writer can make himself 
understood. In the early days of Buddhist philosophy in the ^ 
Pali literature, this difficulty is greatly felt. There are some 
technical terms here which are still very elastic and their repeti¬ 
tion in different places in more or less different senses heighten 
the difficulty of understanding the real meaning intended to be 
conveyed. 

But is it necessary that a history of Indian philosophy should 
be written? There are some people who think that the Indians 
never rose beyond the stage of simple faith and that therefore they 
cannot have any philosophy at all in the proper sense of the term. 
Thus Professor Frank Thilly of the Cornell University says in 
his History ofPhilosophy 'A universal history of philosophy would j 
include the philosophies of all peoples. Not all peoples, however 
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ave produced real systems of thought, and 
only a few can be said to have had a history. Many do not rise 
beyond the mythological stage. Even the theories of Oriental 
peoples, the Hindus, Egyptians, Chinese, consist, in the main, of 
mythological and ethical doctrines, and are not thoroughgoing 
systems of thought: they are shot through with poetry and faith. 
We shall, therefore, limit ourselves to the study of the Western 
countries, and begin with the philosophy of the ancient Greeks, 
on whose culture our own civilization in part, rests.” There are 
doubtless many other people who hold such \minformed and 
untrue beliefs, which only show their ignorance of Indian matters. 
It is not necessary to say anything in order to refute these views, 
for what follows will I hope show the falsity of their beliefs. If 
they are not satisfied, and want to know more definitely and 
elaborately about the contents of the different systems, I am afraid 
they will have to go to the originals referred to in the biblio¬ 
graphical notices of the chapters. 

There is another opinion, that the time has not yet come for 
an attempt to write a history of Indian philosophy. Two 
different reasons are given from two different points of view. It 
is said that the field of Indian philosophy is so vast, and such a 
vast literature exists on each of the systems, that it is not possible 
for anyone to collect his materials directly from the original 
sources, before separate accounts are prepared by specialists 
working in each of the particular systems; There is some truth 
in this objection, but although in some of the important systems 
the literature that exists is exceedingly vast, yet many of them 
are more or less 1 repetitions of the same subjects, and^ a judicious 
selection of twenty or thirty important works on each of the 
systems could certainly be made, which would give a fairly correct 
exposition./ In my own undertaking in this direction I have 
always drawn directly from the original texts, and have always 
tried to collect my materials from those sources in which they 
appear at their best. My space has been very limited and I have 
chosen the features which appeared to me to be the most 
important. I had to leave out many discussions of difficult 
problems and diverse important bearings of each of the systems 
to many interesting aspects of philosophy. This I hope may be 
excused in a history of philosophy which does not aim at com¬ 
pleteness. There are indeed many defects and shortcomings, and 
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these would have been much less in the case of a writer abler 
than the present one. At any rate it may be hoped that the 
imperfections of the present attempt will be a stimulus to those 
whose better and more competent efforts will supersede it. No 
attempt ought to be called impossible on account of its imper- 


b 



fections. 

In the second place it is said that the Indians had no proper 
and accurate historical records and biographies and it is therefore 
impossible to write a history of Indian philosophy.) This objection 
is also partially valid. But this defect does not affect us so much 
as one would at first sight suppose; for/though the dates of the 
earlier beginnings are very obscure, yet, in later times, we are in 
a position to affirm some dates and to point out priority and 
posteriority in the case of other thinkers/ As most of the systems 
developed side by side through many centuries their mutual 
relations also developed, and these could be well observed. The 
special nature of this development has been touched on in the 
fourth chapter. Most of the systems had very early beginnings 
and a continuous course of development through the succeeding 
centuries, and it is not possible to take the state of the philosophy 
of a particular system at a particular time and contrast it with 
the state of that system at a later time ; for the later state did not 
supersede* the previous state, but only showed a more coherent 
form of it, which was generally true to the original system but 
was more determinate. Evolution through history has in W estern 
countries often brought forth the development of more coherent 
types of philosophic thought, but in India, though the types 
remained the same, their development through history made them 
more and more coherent and determinate. Most of the parts 
were probably existent in the earlier stages, but they were in an 
undifferentiated state; through the criticism and conflict of the 
different schools existing side by side the parts of each of the 
systems of thought became more and more differentiated, deter¬ 
minate, and coherent. In some cases this development has been 
almost* imperceptible, and in many cases the earlier forms have 
been lost, or so inadequately expressed that nothing definite 
could be made out of them. Wherever such a differentiation 
could be made in the interests of philosophy, I have tried to do 
it. But I have never considered it desirable that the philosophical 
interest should be subordinated to the chronological. It is no 
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doubt true that more definite chronological information would be 
a very desirable thing, yet I am of opinion that the little 
chronological data we have give us a fair amount of help in form¬ 
ing a general notion about the growth and development of the 
different systems by mutual association and conflict.. If the con¬ 
dition of the development of philosophy in India had been the 
same as in Europe, definite chronological knowledge would be 
considered much more indispensable. For,{'when one system 
/supersedes another, it is indispensably necessary that we should 
know which preceded and which succeeded. But when the systems 
are developing side by side, and when we are getting them in 
their richer and better forms, the Interest with regard to the 
conditions, nature and environment of their early origin has rather 
a historical than a philosophical interest. I have tried as best 
I could to form certain general notions as regards the earlier 
stages of some of the systems, but though the various features of 
these systems at these stages in detail may not be ascertainable, 
yet this, I think, could never be considered as invalidating the 
whole programme. Moreover, even if we knew definitely the 
correct dates of the thinkers of the same system we could not 
treat them separately, as is done in European philosophy, without 
unnecessarily repeating the same thing twenty times over; for 
they all dealt with the same system, and tried to bring out the 
saipe type of thought in more and more determinate formp 
The earliest literature of India is the Vedas. These consist 
mostly of hymns in praise of nature gods, such as fire, wind, etc. 
Excepting in some of the hymns of the later parts of the work 
(probably about 1000 B.C.), there is not much philosophy in them 
in our sense of the term. It is here that we first: find intensely 
interesting philosophical questions of a more or less cosmological 
character expressed in terms of poetry and imagination. In the 
later Vedic works called the Brahmanas and the Aranyakas written 
mostly in prose, which followed the Vedic hymns, there are two 
tendencies, viz. one that sought to establish the magical forms of 
ritualistic worship, and the other which indulged in speculative 
thinking through crude generalizations. This latter tendency was 
indeed much feebler than the former, and it might appear that 
the ritualistic tendency had actually swallowed up what little of 
philosophy the later parts of the Vedic hymns were trying to 
express, but there are unmistakable marks that this tendency 





isted and worked. 


Introductory 



Next to this come certain treatises written 


in prose and verse called the Upanisads, which contain various 
sorts of philosophical thoughts mostly monistic or singularistic 
but also some pluralistic and dualistic ones. These are not 
reasoned statements, but utterances of truths intuitively perceived 
or felt as unquestionably real and indubitable, and carrying great 
force, vigour* and persuasiveness with them. It is very probable 
that many of the earliest parts of this literature are as old as 
500 B.C. to 700 B,C. Buddhist philosophy began with the Buddha 
from some time about 500 B.C. There is reason to believe that 
Buddhist philosophy continued to develop in India in one or 
other of its vigorous forms till some time about the tenth or 
eleventh century a.D. The earliest beginnings of the other Indian 
systems of thought are also to be sought chiefly between the age 
of the Buddha to about 200 B.C. Jaina philosophy was probably 
prior to the Buddha. But except in its earlier days, when it came 
in conflict with the doctrines of the Buddha, it does not seem to 
me that the Jama thought came much in contact with other 
systems of Hindu thought. Excepting in some forms of Vaisnava 
I thought in later times, Jaina thought is seldom alluded to by 
the Hindu writers or later Buddhists, though some Jains like 
S . Haribhadra and Gunaratna tried to refute the Hindu and Buddhist 
' systems. The non-aggressive nature of their religion and ideal 
may to a certain extent explain it, but there may be other 
reasons too which it is difficult for us to guess. It is interesting 
to note that, though there have been some dissensions amongst 
the Jains about dogmas and creeds, Jaina philosophy has not* 4 
split into many schools of thought more or less differing from one 
another as Buddhist thought did. 

The first volume of this work will contain Buddhist and Jaina 
philosophy and the six systems of Hindu thought. These six sys¬ 
tems of orthodox Hindu thought are the Samkhya, the Yoga, the 
Nyaya, the Vai 4 esika, the Mlmamsa (generally known as Purva 
Mlmamsa), and the Vedanta (known also as Uttara Mlmamsa). 
Of these what is differently known as Samkhya and Yoga are but 
different schools of one system. The Vai^esika and the Nyaya in 
later times became so mixed up that, though in early times the 
similarity of the former with Mlmamsa was greater than that with 
Nyaya, they came to be regarded as fundamentally almost' the 
same systems. Nyaya and Vai£esika have therefore been treated 
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-^Together. In addition*to these systems some theistic systems began 
to grow prominent from the ninth century A.D. They also probably 
had their early beginnings at the time of the Upanisads. But at 
that time their interest was probably concentrated on problems 
of morality and religion- It is not improbable that these were 
associated with certain metaphysical theories also, but no works 
treating them in a systematic way are now available. One of 
their most important early works is the Bhagavadgltd, This book 
is rightly regarded as one of the greatest masterpieces of Hindu 
thought It is written in verse, and deals with moral, religfous, 
and metaphysical problems, in a loose form. It is its lack of 
system and method which gives it its peculiar charm more akin 
to the poetry of the Upanisads than to the dialectical and syste¬ 
matic Hindu thought. From the/iinth century onwards attempts 
were made to supplement these loose theistic ideas which were 
floating about and forming integral parts of religious creeds, by 
metaphysical theories. Theism is often dualistic and pluralistic, 
and so are all these systems, which are known as different schools 
of Vaisnava philosophy. Most of the Vaisnava thinkers wished 
to show that their systems were taught in the Upanisads, and thus 
wrote commentaries thereon to prove their interpretations, and 
also wrote commentaries on the BrahviasiUra , the classical ex¬ 
position of the philosophy of the Upanisads. In addition to the 
works of these Vaisnava thinkers there sprang up another class 
of theistic works which were of a more eclectic nature. These 
also had their beginnings in periods as old as the Upanisads. 
They are known as the Saiva and Tantra thought, and are dealt 
with in the second volume of this work. 

We thus see that the earliest beginnings of most systems of 
Hindu thought can be traced to some time between 600 B.C. to 
100 or 200 B.C. It is extremely difficult to say anything about 
the relative priority of the systems with any degree of certainty. 
Some conjectural attempts have been made in this work with 
regard to some of the systems, but how far they are correct, it 
will be for our readers to judge. Moreover during the earliest 
manifestation of a system some crude outlines only are traceable. 
As time went on the systems of thought began to develop side 
by side. Most of them were taught from the time in which they 
were first conceived to about the seventeenth century A.D. in an 
unbroken chain of teachers and pupils. Even now each system 
of Hindu thought has its own adherents, though few people now 
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to write any new works upon them. In the history of tb 
growth of any system of Hindu thought we find that as time went 
on, and as new problems were suggested, each system tried to 
answer them consistently with its own doctrines. The order in 
which we have taken the philosophical systems could not be 
strictly a chronological one. Thus though it is possible that the 
earliest specjulations of some form of Samkhya, Yoga, and 
Mimamsa were prior to Buddhism yet they have been treated 
after Buddhism and Jainism, because the elaborate works of these 
systems which we now. possess are later than Buddhism. In my 
opinion the Vaisesika system is also probably pre-Buddhistic, 
but it has been treated later, partly on account of its association 
with Nyaya, and partly on account of the fact that all its com¬ 
mentaries are of a much later date. It seems to me almost certain 
that enormous quantities of old philosophical literature have been 
lost, which if found could have been of use to us in showing the 
stages of the early growth of the systems and their mutual 
relations, But as they are not available we have to be satisfied 
with what remains. The original sources from which I have drawn 
my materials have all been indicated in the brief accounts of the 
literature of each system which I have put in before beginning 
the study of any particular system of thought. 

In my interpretations I have always tried to follow the original 
sources as accurately as I could. This has sometimes led to old 
and unfamiliar modes of expression, but this course seemed to me 
to be preferable to the adoption of European modes of thought 
for the expression of Indian ideas. But even in spite of this 
striking similarities to many of the modern philosophical doctrines 
and ideas will doubtless be noticed. This only proves that the 
human mind follows more or less the same modes of rational 
thought. I have never tried to compare any phase of Indian 
thought with European, for this is beyond the scope of my present 
attempt, but if I may be allowed to express my own conviction, 
I might say that many of the philosophical doctrines of European 
philosophy are essentially the same as those found in Indian 
philosophy. The main difference is often the difference of the 
point of view from which the same problems appeared in such a 
variety of forms in the two countries. My own view with regard 
to the net value of Indian philosophical development will be ex¬ 
pressed in the concluding chapter of the second volume of the 
present work. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE VEDAS, BRAHMANAS AND THEIR PHILOSOPHY 


The Vedas and their antiquity. 

The sacred books of India, the Vedas, are generally believed 
to be the earliest literary record of the Indo-European race. It 
is indeed difficult to say when the earliest portions of these com¬ 
positions came into existence. Many shrewd guesses have been 
offered, but none of them can be proved to be incontestably true. 
Max Muller supposed the date to be 1200 B.C., Haug 2400 B.c. 
and Bal Gangadhar Tilak 4000 B.C. The ancient Hindus seldom 
kept any historical record of their literary, religious or political 
achievements. The Vedas were handed down from mouth to 
mouth from a period of unknown antiquity; and the Hindus 
generally believed that they were never composed by men. It was 
therefore generally supposed that either they were taught by God 
to the sages, or that they were of themselves revealed to the sages 
who were the “seers” (rnantradrasta) of the hymns. Thus we find 
that when some time had elapsed after the composition of the 
Vedas, people had come to look upon them not only as very old, 
but so old that they had, theoretically at least, no beginning in 
time, though they were believed to have been revealed at some 
unknown remote period at the beginning of each creation. 

The place of the Vedas in the Hindu mind. 

When the Vedas were composed, there was probably no 
system of writing prevalent in India. But such was .the scrupulous 
zeal of the Brahmins, who got the whole Vedic literature by 
heart by hearing it from their preceptors, that it has been trans¬ 
mitted most faithfully to us through the course of the last 3000 
years or more with little or no interpolations at all. The religious 
history of India had suffered considerable changes in the latter 
periods, since the time of the Vedic civilization, but such was 
the reverence paid to the Vedas that they had ever remained as 
the highest religious authority for all sections of the Hindus at 
all times. Even at this day all the obligatory duties of the Hindus 
at birth, marriage, death, etc., are performed according to the old 
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ic ritual. The prayers that a Brahmin now says three times 
a day are the same selections of Vedic verses as were used as 
prayer verses two or three thousand years ago. A little insight 
into the life of an ordinary Hindu of the present day will show 
that the system of image-worship is one that has been grafted 
upon his life, the regular obligatory duties of which are ordered 
according to the old Vedic rites. Thus an orthodox Brahmin 
can dispense with image-worship if he likes, but not so with his 
daily Vedic prayers or other obligatory ceremonies. Even at 
this day there are persons who bestow immense sums of money 
for the performance and teaching of Vedic sacrifices and rituals. 
Most of the Sanskrit literatures that flourished after the Vedas 
base upon them their own validity, and appeal to them as 
authority. Systems of Hindu philosophy not only own their alle¬ 
giance tg the Vedas, but the adherents of each one of them would 
often quarrel with others and maintain its superiority by trying 
to prove that it and it alone was the faithful follower of the 
-Vedas and represented correctly their views. The laws which 
regulate the social, legal, domestic and religious customs and 
rites of the Hindus even to the present day are said to be but 
mere systematized memories of old Vedic teachings, and are 
held to be obligatory on their authority. Even under British 
administration, in the inheritance of property, adoption, and in 
such other legal transactions, Hindu Law is followed, and this 
claims to draw its authority from the Vedas. To enter into 
details is unnecessary. But suffice it to say that the Vedas, far 
from being regarded as a dead literature of the past, are still 
looked upon as the origin and source of almost all literatures 
except purely secular poetry and drama. Thus in short we may 
say that in spite of the many changes that time has wrought, 
the orthodox Hindu life may still be regarded in the main as an 
adumbration of the Vedic life, which had never ceased to shed 
its light all through the past. 


Classification of the Vedic literature. 

A beginner who is introduced for the first time to the study 
of later Sanskrit literature is likely to appear somewhat confused 
when he meets with authoritative texts of diverse purport and 
subjects having the same generic name “ Veda ” or “ Sruti ” (from 
sru to hear); for Veda irt its wider sense is not the name of any 
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particular book, but of the literature of a particular epoch ex¬ 
tending over a long period, say two thousand years or so. As 
this literature represents the total achievements of the Indian 
people in different directions for such a long period, it must of 
necessity be of a diversified character. If we roughly classify 
this huge literature from the points of view of age, language, and 
subject matter, we can point out four different types, namely the 
Satphita or collection of verses (sam together, hita put), Brah¬ 
manas, Aranyakas (“ forest treatises ”) and the Upanisads. All 
these literatures, both prose and verse, were looked upon as so 
holy that in early times it was thought almost a sacrilege to write 
them; they were therefore learnt by heart by the Brahmins from 
the mouth of their preceptors and were hence called sruti (liter¬ 
ally anything heard) 1 . 


The Sarnhit&s. 

There are four collections or Samhitas, namely Rg-Veda, 
Sama-Veda, Yajur-Veda and Atharva-Veda. Of these the Rg- 
Veda is probably the earliest. The Sama-Veda has practically 
no independent value, for it consists of stanzas taken (excepting 
only 75) entirely from the Rg-Veda, which were meant to be 
sung to certain fixed melodies, and may thus be called the book 
of chants. The Yajur-Veda however contains in addition to the 
verses taken from the Rg-Veda many original prose formulas. 
The arrangement of the verses of the Sama-Veda is solely with 
reference to their place and use in the Soma sacrifice; the con¬ 
tents of the Yajur-Veda are arranged in the order in which the 
verses were actually employed in the various religious sacrifices. 
It is therefore called the Veda of Yajus—sacrificial prayers. These 
may be contrasted with the arrangement in the Rg-Veda in this, 
that there the verses are generally arranged in accordance with 
the gods who are adored in them. Thus, for example, first we get 
all the poems addressed to Agni or the Fire-god, then all those 
to the god Indra and so on. The fourth collection, the Atharva- 
Veda, probably attained its present form considerably later than 
the Rg-Veda. In spirit, however, as Professor Macdonell says, 
“ it is not only entirely different from the Rigveda but represents a 
much more primitive stage of thought. While the Rigveda deals 
almost exclusively with the higher gods as conceived by a com- 
1 Pacini, hi. iii. 94. 
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ely advanced and refined sacerdotal clasifthtAtkarua-Veda 
is, in the main a book of spells and incantations appealing to the 
demon world, and teems with notions about witchcraft current 
among the lower grades of the population, and derived from an 
immemorial antiquity. These two, thus complementary to each 
other in contents are obviously the most important of the four 
Vedas 1 .” 



The Brahmanas 3 . 

After the Samhitas there grew up the theological treatises 
called the Brahmanas, which were of a distinctly different literary 
type. They are written in prose, and explain the sacred signi¬ 
ficance" of the different rituals tc those who are not already 
familiar with them. ‘‘They reflect,” says Professor Macdoneli, 
“ the spirit of an age in which all intellectual activity is concen¬ 
trated on the sacrifice, describing its ceremonies, discussing its 
value, speculating on its origin and significance.”,) These works 
are full of dogmatic assertions, fanciful symbolism and specu¬ 
lations of an unbounded imagination in the field of sacrificial 
details. The sacrificial ceremonials were probably never so 
elaborate at the time when the early hymns were composed/ 
But when the collections of hymns were being handed down from 
generation to generation the ceremonials became more and more 
complicated. Thus there came about the necessity of the dis¬ 
tribution of the different sacrificial functions amongseveral distinct 
classes of priests. We may assume that this was a period when 
the caste system was becoming established, and when the only 
thing which could engage wise and religious minds was sacrifice 
and its elaborate rituals. Free speculative thinking was thus 
subordinated to the service of the sacrifice, and the result was 
the production of the most fanciful sacramental and symbolic 

1 A. A. Macdonell’s History of Sanskrit Literature, p. 31. 

3 Weber {Hist. Ind. Lit., p. 11, note) says that the word Brahmanasignifies “that 
which relates to prayer brahman .” Max Muller (S. B. £. J. p. lxvij says that Brahr 
mana meant “originally the sayings of Brahmans, whether in the general sense of 
priests, or in the more special sense of Brahman-priests.” Eggeling £. XII, Introd.' 

p. xxii) says that the Brahmanas were so called “probably either because they were 
intended for the instruction and guidance of priests (brahman) generally; or because 
they were, for the most part, the authoritative utterances of such as were thoroughly 
versed in Vedic and sacrificial lore and competent to act as Brahmans or guperintend- 
* n f» priests. ” But in view of the fact that the Brahmanas were also supposed to be as 
much revealed as the Vedas, the present writer thinks that Weber’s view is the correct 
one. 
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system unparalleled anywhere but among the Gnostics. . It is 
now generally believed that the close of the Brahmana period 
was not later than 500 


The Aranyakas. 

•As a further development of the Brahmanas however we get 
the'Aranyakas or forest treatises. These works were probably 
composed for old men who had retired into the forest) and were 
thus unable to perform elaborate sacrifices requiring^ multitude 
of accessories and articles which could not be procured in forests. 
\ n these, meditations on certain symbols were supposed to be of 
great merit, and they gradually began to supplant the sacrifices 
as being of a superior order) It is here that we find that amongst 
a certain section of intelligent people th e ritualisticj dgasbegan 
to give way, and philosophic spcc ulati ons~about the nature of 
truth became gradually substituted in their place. To take an 
illustration from the beginning of the Bi-hadaranyaka we find 
that instead of the actual performance of the horse sacrifice 
(asvamedha) there are directions for meditating upon the dawn 
(Usas) as the head of the horse, the sun as the eye of the horse, 
the air as its life, and so on. This is indeed a distinct advance¬ 
ment of the claims of speculation or meditation over the actual 
performance of the complicated ceremonials of sacrifice. The 
growth of the subjective speculation, as being capable of bringing 
the highest good, gradually resulted in the supersession of Vedic 
ritualism and the establishment of the claims of philosophic 
meditation and self-knowledge as the highest goal of life, ihus 
we find that the A'ranyaka age was a period during which free 
thinking tried gradually to shake off the shackles of ritualism 
which had fettered it for a long time. It was thus that the 
Aranyakas could pave the way for the Upariisads, revive the 
germs of philosophic speculation in the Vedas, and develop them 
in a manner which made the Upanisads the source of all philo¬ 
sophy that arose in the world of Hindu thought. 



The Rg-Veda, its civilization. 

The hymns of the Rg-Veda are neither the productions of a 
ngle hand nor do they probably belong to any single age. They 
ere composed probably at different^eriods by different sages 
nd it is not improbable that some of them were composed 
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; the Aryan people entered the plains of India. They were 
handed down from mouth to mouth and gradually swelled through 
the new additions that were made by the poets of succeeding 
generations. It was when the collection had increased to a very 
considerable extent that it was probably arranged in"tfie present 
form, or in some other previous forms to which the present 
arrangement owes its origin. They therefore reflect the civilisation 
of the Aryan„people at different periods of antiquity beforg^ind 
after they had come to India. This unique monument of a long 
vanished age is of gre^agsthetk value, and contains much that is 
It enables us to get an estimate of the primitive 
society which produced it—-the oldest book of the Aryan race. 
The principal means of sustenance were cattle-keeping and the 
cultivation of the soil with plough and harrow, mattock and hoe, 
and watering the ground when necessary with artificial canals. 

Ihe chief food consists,” as Kaegi says, u together with bread, 
of various preparations of milk, cakes of flour and butter, many 
sorts of vegetables and fruits; meat cooked on the spits or in pots, 
is little used, and was probably eaten only at the great feasts and 
family gatherings. Drinking plays throughout a much more im¬ 
portant part than eating 1 .” The wood-worker built war-chariots 
and wagons, as also more delicate carved works and artistic cups. 
Metal-workers, smiths and potters continued their trade. The 
women understood the plaiting of mats, weaving and sewing; 
they manufactured the wool of the sheep into clothing for men 
and covering for animals. The group of individuals forming a 
tribe was the highest political unit; each of the different families 
forming a tribe was under the sway of the father or the head of 
the family. Kingship was probably hereditary and in some cases 
electoral. Kingship was nowhere absolute, but limited by the 
will of the people. Most developed ideas of justice, right and 
law, were present in the country. Thus Kaegi says, “the hymns 
strongly prove how deeply the prominent minds in the people 
were persuaded that the eternal ordinances of the rulers of the 
world were as inviolable in mental and moral matters as in the 
realm of nature, and that every wrong act, even the unconscious, 
was punished and the sin expiated 3 .” Thus it is only right and 
proper to think that the Aryans had attained a pretty high degree 


1 The Rigveda , by Kaegi, 1886 edition, p. 13 
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of civilization, but nowhere was the sincere spirit of the Aryans 
more manifested than in religion, which was the most essential and 
dominant feature of almost all the hymns, except a few secular 
ones. Thus Kaegi says, “ The whole significance of the Rigveda 
in reference to the general history of religion, as has repeatedly 
Jbeen pointed out in modern times, rests upon this, that ^presents 
to us the development of religious conceptions from the earliest 
beginnings to the deepest apprehension of the godhead and its 
^relation to man 1 .” 

The Vedic Gods. V 1 '' ** 


'The hymns of the Rg-Veda were almost all composed in 
praise of the gods.) The social and other materials are of secondary 
importance, as these references had only to be mentioned inci- : 
dentally in giving vent to their feelings of devotion to the god. 
The gods here are howeverjpersonalities presiding over the diverse 
powers of nature or forming their very essence. They have 
therefore no definite 7 systematiiS,and separate characters like the 
Greek^gods or the gods of the later Indian mythical works; the 
Puranas. The powers of nature such as the storm, the rain, the 
thunder, are closely associated with one another, and the gods 
associated with them are also similar in character. The same 
epithets are attributed to different gods and it is only in a few 
specific qualities that they differ from one another. In the later 
mythological compositions of the Puranas the gods lost their 
character as hypostatic powers of nature, and thus became actual 
personalities and characters having their tales of joy andf sorrow 
like the mortal here below, The Vedic gods may be contrasted 
with them m this, that they-are..of an impersaaaLh as the 
characters they display are mostly but expressions of the powers 
of nature. To take an example, the fire or Agni is described, as 
Kaegi has it, as one that “ lies concealed in the softer wood, as 
in a chamber, until, called forth by the rubbing in the early 
morning hour, he suddenly springs forth in gleaming brightness. 
The sacrificer takes and lays him on the wood. When the priests 
pour melted butter upon him, he leaps up crackling and neighing 
like a horse—he whom men love to see increasing like their own 
prosperity. They wonder at him, when, decking himself with 


1 The Rigveda , by Kaegi, p. 26. 





suitor, equally beautiful on all sides, he 
presents to all sides his front. 


All-searching is his beam, the gleaming of his light, 

His, the all-beautiful, of beauteous face and glance, 

The changing shimmer like that floats upon the stream, 

So Agni’s rays gleam over bright and never cease 1 .” 

R. V. L 143- 3- 


They would describe the wind (V&ta) and adore him and say 

M Xn what place was he bom, and from whence comes he ? 

The vital breath of gods, the world’s great offspring, 

The God where’er he will moves at his pleasure : 

His rushing sound we hear—what his appearance, no one 2 . 

R. V. X. 168 . 3 , 4- 


It was the forces of nature and her manifestations, on earth 
here, the atmosphere around and above us, or in the Heaven 
beyond the vault of the sky that excited the devotion and 
imagination of the Vedic poets. Thus with the exception of a 
few abstract gods of whom we shall presently speak and some 
dual divinities, the gods may be roughly classified as the terres¬ 
trial, atmospheric, and celestial. 


Polytheism, Henotheism and Monotheism. 

The plurality of the Vedic gods may lead a superficial enquirer 
to think the faith of the Vedic people polytheistic. But an in¬ 
telligent reader will find here neither polytheism nor monotheism 
but a simple primitive stage of belief to which both of these may 
be said to owe their origin. The gods here do not preserve their 
proper places as in a polytheistic faith, but each one of them 
shrinks into insignificance or shines as supreme according as it is r- t 
the object of adoration or not. The Vedic. poets wer<^the children 
of. .nature. Every natural phen omenory excited their wonder, 
admiration or veneration. The poet is struck with wonder that 
“ the rough red cow gives soft white milk.’ The appearance or 
the setting of the sun sends a thrill into the minds of the Vedic 
sage and with wonder-gazing eyes he exclaims: 

il Undropped beneath, not fastened firm, how comes it 
That downward turned he falls not downward ? 

The guide of his ascending path,—who saw it 1 ?” R. V. iv. 13. 5. 

The sages wonder how the sparkling waters of all rivers flow 
into one ocean without ever filling it.” The minds of the Vedic 
1 The Rigvcda , by Kaegi, p. 35 . a IMi* p. 3®* 
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^pgople as we find in the hymns were highly impressionable and 
fresh. At this stage the time was not ripe enough for them to 
accord a consistent and well-defined existence to the multitude 
of gods nor to universalize them in a monotheistic creed. They 
hypostatized unconsciously any force of nature that overawed 
them or filled them with gratefulness and joy by its beneficent or 
aesthetic character, and adored it. The deity which moved the de¬ 
votion or admiration of their mind was the most supreme for the 
time. This peculiar trait of the Vedic hymns Max Muller has called 
HenotheismorKathenotheism: “abelief in single gods, each inturn 
standing out as the highest. And since the gods are thought of 
as specially ruling in their own spheres, the singers, in their special 
concerns and desires, call most of all on that god to whom they 
ascribe the most power in the matter,—to whose department if I 
may say so, their wish belongs. This god alone is present to the mind 
of the suppliant; with him for the time being is associated every¬ 
thing that can be said of a divine being;—he is the highest, the only 
god, before whom all others disappear, there being in this, however, 
no offence or depreciation of any other god 1 ? * Against this theory 
it has been urged,” as Macdonell rightly says in his Vedic Myth - 
ology* t “that Vedic deities are not represented ‘ as independent of 
all the rest/ since no religion brings its gods into more frequent 
and varied juxtaposition and combination, and that even the 
mightiest gods of the Veda are made dependent on others. Thus 
Vanina and Suryaare subordinate to Indra (i. ioi), Varuna and 
the Alvins submit to the power of Visnu (i. 156)... .Even when a 
god is spoken of as unique or chief ( eka\ as is natural enough in 
laudations, such statements lose their temporarily monotheistic 
force, through the modifications or corrections supplied by the con¬ 
text or even by the same verse 8 .*' “ Henotheism is therefore an 
appearance,” says Macdonell, “rather than a reality, an appearance 
produced by the indefiniteness due to undeveloped anthropo¬ 
morphism, by the lack of any Vedic god occupying the position 
of a Zeus as the constant head of the pantheon, by the natural 
tendency of the priest or singer in extolling a particular god to 
exaggerate his greatness and to ignore other gods, and by the 


1 The Rigvtda , by Kaegi, p. 27. 

* See Jhid. p. 33. See also Arrowsmith’s note on it for other references to Heno¬ 
theism. 

* Macdonell’s Vedic Mythology, pp. 16, 17. 
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Growth of a Monotheistic tendency i 

belief in the unity of the gods (cf. the refrain of 3, 35) 
whom might be regarded as a type of the divineV’ But 
whether we call it Henotheism or the mere temporary exaggera¬ 
tion of the powers of the deity in question, 1 , it is evident that this 
stage can neither be properly called polytheistic nor monotheistic, 
but one which had a tendency towards them both, although it 
was not sufficiently developed to be identified with either of them. 
The tendency towards extreme exaggeration could be called a 
monotheistic bias in germ, whereas the correlation of different 
deities as independent of one another and yet existing side by side 
was a tendency towards polytheism. 


Growth of a Monotheistic tendency; PrajSpati, Visvakarma. 

This tendency towards extolling a god as the greatest and 
highest gradually brought forth the conception of a supreme 
Lord of all beings (Prajapati), not by a process of conscious 
generalization but as a necessary stage of development of the mind, 
able to imagine a deity as the repository of the highest moral and 
physical power, though its direct manifestation cannot be per¬ 
ceived. Thus the epithet Prajapati or the Lord of beings, which 
was originally an epithet for other deities, came to be recognized 
as a separate deity, the highest and the greatest Thus it is said 
in R. V. x. 121 3 ; 

In the beginning rose Hiranyagarbha, 

Bom as the only lord of all existence. 

This earth he settled firm and heaven established: 

What god shall we adore with our oblations ? 

Who gives us breath, who gives us strength, whose bidding 
All creatures must obey, the bright gods even; 

Whose shade is death, whose shadow life immortal: 

What god shall we adore with our oblations ? 

Who by his might alone became the monarch 
Of all that breathes, of all that wakes or slumbers, 

Of all, both man and beast, the lord eternal: 

What god shall we adore with our oblations ? 

Whose might and majesty these snowy mountains, 

The ocean and the distant stream exhibit; 

Whose arms extended are these spreading regions: 

What god shall we adore with our oblations ? 

Who made the heavens bright, the earth enduring, 

Who fixed the firmament, the heaven of heavens; 

Who measured out the air’s extended spaces: 

What god shall we adore with our oblations ? 

1 Macdonell's Vedic Mythology , p. 17. a The Rigvcda , by Kaegi, pp. 88, 89. 
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Similar attributes are also ascribed to the deity Vtevakarma 
(All-creator) 1 . He is said to be father and procreator of all beings, 
though himself uncreated. He generated the primitive waters. 
It is to him that the sage says, 

Who is our father, our creator, maker, 

Who every place doth know and every creature, 

By whom alone to gods their names were given, 

To him all other creatures go to ask him s . Rs V. X. 82.3. 


Brahma. 

The conception of Brahman which has been the highest glory 
for the Vedanta philosophy of later days had hardly emerged in 
the Rg-Veda from the associations of the sacrificial mind: The 
meanings that S&yana the celebrated commentator of the Vedas 
gives of the word as collected by Haug are: (a) food, food offering, 
( 6 ) the chant of the sama-singer, (c) magical formula or text, 
(</) duly completed ceremonies, (e) the chant and sacrificial gift 
together, (/) the recitatioa of the hotr priest, (g : ) great. Roth 
says that it also means "the devotion which manifests itself as 
longing and satisfaction of the soul and reaches forth to the 
rgods.” But it is only in the Satapatha Brahmana that the con- 
! * ception of Brahman has acquired a great significance as the 
| supreme principle which is the moving force behind the gods. 
'"Thus the Satapatha says, “ Verily in the beginning this (universe) 
was the Brahman (neut). It created the gods; and, having 
created the gods, it made them ascend these worlds: Agm this 
(terrestrial) world, Vayu the air, and Surya the sky....Then the 
Brahman itself went up to the sphere beyond. Having gone up 
to the sphere beyond, it considered, ‘How can I descend again 
into these worlds ? ’ it then descended again by means of these 
two. Form and Name. Whatever has a name, that is name; and 
that again which has no name and which one knows by its form, 
‘ this is (of a certain) form,’ that is form : as far as there are Form 
and Name so far, indeed, extends this (universe). These indeed 
are the two great forces of Brahman; and, verily, he who knows 
these two great forces of Brahman becomes himself a great force". 
In another place Brahman is said to be the ultimate thing in the 
Universe and is identified with Prajapati, Purusa and Prana 

1 See The Rigveda, by Kaegi, p. 89, and also Muir’s Sanskrit Texts , vol. iv. pp. 5-u. 

* Kaegi’s translation. _ 

s ^ Eggeling’s translation of Satapatha Br&hmana S. B. E. vol. XLIV. PP* 7 » 
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air 1 ). In another place Brahman is described as being 
the Svayambhu (self-born) performing austerities who offered 
his own self in the creatures and the creatures in his own self, 
and thus compassed supremacy, sovereignty and lordship over, 
all creatures 1 . The conception of the supreme man (Purusa) in 
the Rg-Veda also supposes that the supreme man pervades the 
world with only a fourth part of Himself, whereas the remaining 
three parts transcend to a region beyond. He is at once the 
present, past and future*. 

Sacrifice; the First Rudiments of the Law of Karma. 

It will however be wrong to suppose that these monotheistic 
tendencies were gradually supplanting the polytheist.c sacrifices. 
On the other hand, the complications of ritualism were gradually 
growing in their elaborate details. The direct result of this growth 
contributed however to relegate the gods to a relative y unim¬ 
portant position, and to raise the dignity of the magical charac¬ 
teristics of the sacrifice as an institution which could give the 
desired fruits of themselves. The offerings at a sacnfice were not 
dictated by a devotion with which we are familiar under Christian 
or Vaisnava influence. The sacrifice taken as a whole is con¬ 
ceived as Haug notes “ to be a kind of machinery in which every 
piece must tally with the other,” the slightest discrepancy in the 
performance of even a minute ritualistic detail, say m the pouring 
of the melted butter on the fire, or the proper placing of utensils 
employed in the sacrifice, or even the misplacing of a mere straw 
contrary to the injunctions was sufficient to spoil the whole 
sacrifice with whatsoever earnestness it might be performe . 
Even if a word was mispronounced the most dreadful resci s 
might follow. Thus when Tvastr performed a sacnfice for the 
production of a demon who would be able to kill his enemy 
Indra, owing to the mistaken accent of a single word the object 
was reversed and the demon produced was killed by Indra. But it 
the sacrifice could be duly performed down to the minutest 
detail, there was no power which could arrest or delay t e rui ion 
of the object Thus the objects of a sacrifice were fulfilled not 
by the grace of the gods, but as a natural result of the sacnfice. 
The performance of the rituals invariably produced certain 
mystic or magical results by virtue of which the object desire 

v 1 See S . B. E. xuii. pp. 59, 60, 400 and xuv. p. 4 ° 9 - 

1 Sec/^.xuv.p. 418. * R. V. X. 90, Puruja Sukta. 
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be sacrificer was fulfilled in due course like the fulfilment of 
a natural law in the physical world. The sacrifice was believed 
to have existed from eternity like the Vedas. CThe creation of 
the world itself was even regarded as the fruit of a sacrifice per¬ 
formed by the supreme Being. It exists as Haug says “as an 
invisible thing at all times and is like the latent power of elec¬ 
tricity in an electrifying machine, requiring only the operation 
of a suitable apparatus in order to be elicited/’ The sacrifice is 
not offered to a god with a view to propitiate him or to obtain 
from him welfare on earth or bliss in Heaven; these rewards are 
directly produced by the sacrifice itself through the correct per¬ 
formance of complicated and interconnected ceremonies which 
constitute the sacrifice. Though in each sacrifice certain gods 
were invoked and received the offerings* the gods themselves 
were but instruments in bringing about the sacrifice or in com¬ 
pleting the course of mystical ceremonies composing Sacrifice 
is thus regarded as possessing a mystical potency superior even to 
the gods, who it is sometimes stated attained to their divine rank 
by means of sacrifice. Sacrifice was regarded as almost the only 
kind of duty, and it was also called karma or kriya (action) and 
the unalterable law was, that these mystical ceremonies for good 
or for bad, moral or immoral (for there were many kinds of 
sacrifices which were performed for injuring one’s enemies or 
gaining worldly prosperity or supremacy at the cost of others) 
were destined to produce their effects^ It is well to note here that 
the first recognition of a cosmic order or law prevailing in nature 
under the guardianship of the highest gods is to be found in the 
use of the word Rta (literally the course of things). This word 
was also used, as Macdonell observes, to denote the "* order’ 
in the moral world as truth and ‘right* and in the religious 
world as sacrifice or * rite 1 *” and its unalterable law of producing 
effects It is interesting to note in this connection that it is here 
tha: / 2 find the firs erms of the law of karma, which exercises 
such a dominating r M over Indian thought up to the present 
day. \^Thus we find ti- nple faith and devotion of the Vedic 
hymns on one hand being supplanted by the growth of a complex 
system of sacrificial rites, and on the other bending their course 
towards a monotheistic or philosophic knowledge of the ultimate 
reality of the universe. 

1 Macdonell’s Vedic Mythology , p, u. 
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Cosmogony—Mythological and philosophical. 



The cosmogony of the Rg-Veda may be looked at from two 
aspects, the mythological and the philosophical. The mythological 
aspect has in general two currents, as Professor Macdonell says, 
“ The one regards the universe as the result of mechanical pro¬ 
duction, the work of carpenter’s and joiner’s skill; the other 
represents it* as the result of natural generation 1 .** Thus in the 
Rg-Veda we find that the poet in one place says, “what was 
the wood and what was the tree out of which they built heaven 
and earth 2 ?” The answer given to this question in Taittiriya- 
Brahmana is “Brahman the wood and Brahman the tree from 
which the heaven and earth were made*.” Heaven and Earth are 
sometimes described as having been supported with posts 4 . They 
are also sometimes spoken of as universal parents, and parentage 
is sometimes attributed to Aditi and Daksa. 

Under this philosophical aspect the semi-pantheistic Man- 
hymn 5 attracts our notice. The supreme man as we have already 
noticed above is there said to be the whole universe, whatever 
has been and shall be; he is the lord of immortality who has become 
diffused everywhere among things animate and inanimate, and 
all beings came out of him; from his navel came the atmosphere; 
from his head arose the sky; from his feet came the earth; from 
his ear the four quarters. Again there are other hymns in which 
the Sun is called the soul ( atman ) of all that is movable and 
all that is immovable*. There are also statements to the effect 
that the Being is one, though it is called by many names by the 
sages 7 . The supreme being is sometimes extolled as the supreme 
Lord of the world called the golden egg (Hiranyagarbha 8 ). In 
some passages it is said “ Brahmanaspati blew forth these births 
like a blacksmith. In the earliest age of the gods, the existent 
sprang from the non-existent. In the firs^ age of the gods, the 
existent sprang from the non-existent: ereafter the f^iy>ns 
sprang, thereafter, from UttanapadaV* T most remarkable and 
sublime hymn in which the first gemr uilosophic speculation 


1 Macdonell’s Vcdic Mythology y p. ix. 

1 R. V. x. 8 1. 4. 9 Taitt. Br. II. 8. 9. 6* 

4 Macdonell’s Vcdic Mythology , p. 11; also R. V. 11. 15 and IV. 56. 

R R. V. x. 90. 4 R. V. 1.115* 

* R-V. 1 . 164.46. 8 R.V.x. 111. 

* Muir’s translation of R. V. x. 71; Muir’s Sanskrit Ttxts> vol. v. p. 48. 
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regard to the wonderful mystery of the origin of th< 
are found is the 129th hymn of R. V. x. 


1. Then there was neither being nor not-being. 

The atmosphere was not, nor sky above it. 

What covered all ? and where ? by what protected ? 
Was there the fathomless abyss of waters ? 

2. Then neither death nor deathless existed; 

Of day and night there was yet no distinction. . 
Alone that one breathed calmly, self-supported, 
Other than It was none, nor aught above It. 

3. Darkness there was at first in darkness hidden; 
The universe was undistinguished water. 

That which in void and emptiness lay hidden 
Alone by power of fervor was developed. 


4. Then for the first time there arose desire, 
Which was the primal germ of mind, within it. 
And sages, searching in their heart, discovered 
In Nothing the connecting bond of Being. 


6. Who is it knows ? Who here can tell us surely 

From what and how this universe has risen? » 

And whether not till after it the gods lived ? 

Who then can know from what it has arisen? 

7. The source from which this universe has risen, 

And whether it was made, or uncreated, 

He only knows, who from the highest heaven 
Rules, the all-seeing lord—or does not He know 1 ? 

The earliest commentary on this is probably a passage in the 
Satapatha Brahmana (X. 5. 3. 1) which says that “ in the beginning 
this (universe) w&s as it were neither non-existent nor existent; 
in the beginning this (universe) was as it were, existed and did 
not exist: there was then only that Mind. Wherefore it has been 
declared by the Rishi (Rg-Vecla X. 129. 1), ‘ There was then neither 
the non-existent nor the existent * for Mind was, as it were, neither 
existent nor non-existent. This Mind when created, wished to 
become manifest,—more defined, more substantial: it sought after 
a self (a body); it practised austerity : it acquired consistency 2 .” 
In the Atharva-Veda also we find it stated that all forms of the 
universe were comprehended within the god Skambha*. 

Thus we find that even in the period of the Vedas there sprang 
forth such a philosophic yearning, at least among some who could 

1 The Btgveda^ by Kaegi, p. 90. R. V. X. 139. 

8 See Eggeling’s translation of S. B ., S. B . E. vol. XLill. pp. 374, 375. 

3 A. V. X. 7. 10. 
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Eschatology; the Doctrine of Atman 

ion whether this universe was at all a creation or not, which 
think of the origin of the world as being enveloped in the 
mystery of a primal non-differentiation of being and non-being ; 
and which could think that it was the primal One which by its 
inherent fervour gave rise to the desire of a creation as the first 
manifestation of the germ of mind,from which the universe sprang 
forth through^ a series of mysterious gradual processes. In the 
Brahmanas, however, we find that the cosmogonic view generally 
requires the agency of a creator, who is not however always the 
starting point, and we find that the theory of evolution.is com¬ 
bined with the theory of creation, so that Prajapati is sometimes 
spoken of as the creator while at other times the creator is said 
to have floated in the primeval water as a cosmic golden egg. 

Eschatology ; the Doctrine of Atman. 


There seems to be a belief in the Vedas that the soul could 
be separated from the body in states of swoon, and that it could 
exist after death, though we do not find there any trace of the 
doctrine of transmigration in a developed form. In the £atapatha 
Brahmana it is said that those who do not perform rites with 
correct knowledge are born again after death and suffer death 
again. In a hymn of the Rg-Veda (x. 58) the soul ( manas) of a man 
apparently unconscious is invited to come back to him from the 
trees, herbs, the sky, the sun, etc. In many of the hymns there 
is also the belief in the existence of another world, where the 
highest material joys are attained as a result of the performance 
of the sacrifices and also in a hell of darkness underneath 
where the evil-doers are punished. In the Satapatha Brahmana 
we find that the dead pass between two fires which burn the evil¬ 
doers, but let the good go by 1 ; it is also said there that everyone 
is born again after death, is weighed in a balance, and receives 
reward or punishment according as his works are good or bad. 
It is easy to see that scattered ideas like these with regard to 
the destiny of the soul of man according to the sacrifice that he 
performs or other good or bad deeds form the first rudiments of 
the later doctrine of metempsychosis. The idea that man enjoys f 
or suffers, either in another world or by being born in this world \ 
according to his good or bad deeds, is the first beginning of the 
moral idea, though in the Brahmanic days the good deeds were 

1 See S. £. t. 9. 3, and also Macdonell’s Vedic Mythology , pp. 166, 167. 
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me often of the nature of sacrificial duties than ordinary good 
works. These ideas of the possibilities of a necessary connect '°” 
of the enjoyments and sorrows of a man with his good and bad 
works when combined with the notion of an inviolable law or 
order, which we have already seen was gradually growing with 
the conception of rta, and the unalterable law which produces 
the effects of sacrificial works, led to the Law of Karma and the 
doctrine of transmigration. /The words which denote soul in the 
Re-Veda are manas, dtman and asu. The word atman however 
which became famous in later Indian thought is generally 
to mean vital breath. Manas is regarded as the seat of thoug 
and emotion, and it seems to be regarded, as Macdonell says as 
dwelling in the heart 1 . It is however difficult to understand how 
atman as vital breath, or as a separable part of man going out of 
the dead man came to be regarded as the ultimate essence or 
reality in man and the universe. There is however at least one 
passage in the Rg-Veda where the poet penetrating deeper and 
deeper passes from the vital breath {asu) to the blood, and thence 
to atman as the inmost self of the world ; * Who has seen how 
the first-born, being the Bone-possessing (the shaped world), was 
bom from the Boneless (the shapeless)? where was the vital 
breath, the blood, the Self {dtman) of the world ? Who went to 
ask him that knows if?" In Taittirlya Aranyaka i. 23, however 
it is said that Prajapati after having created his self (as the world) 
with his own self entered into it. In Taittiriya Brahmana the 
atman is called omnipresent, and it is said that he who knows 
him is no more stained by evil deeds. Thus we find that in the 
pre-Upanisad Vedic literature atman probably was first used to 
denote “ vital breath ” in man, then the self of the world, and then 
the self in man. It is from this last stage that we find the traces 
of a growing tendency to looking at the self of man as the omni¬ 
present supreme principle of the universe, the knowledge of which 
makes a man sinless and pure.} 


Conclusion. 

Looking at the advancement of thought in the Rg-Veda we 
find first that a fabric of thought was gradually growing which 
not only looked upon the universe as a correlation of parts or a 


« Macdonell’s Vetk Mythology, p. 166 and R. V. VIII. 89. 

5 R V. 1. 164. 4 and Denssen’s article on Atman m Encyclopaedia of Religion and 

Ethics. 
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(struction made of them, but sought to explain it as having 


Conclusion 



emanated from one great being who is sometimes described as 
one with the universe and surpassing it, and at other times as 
being separate from it; the agnostic spirit which is the mother 
of philosophic thought is seen at times to be so bold as to express 
doubts even on the most fundamental questions of creation—“Who 
knows whether this world was ever created or not?” Secondly, 
the growth of sacrifices has helped to establish the unalterable 
nature of the law by which the (sacrificial) actions produced their 
effects of themselves. It also lessened the importance of deities 
as being the supreme masters of the world and our fate, and the 
tendency of henotheism gradually diminished their multiple 
character and advanced the monotheistic tendency in some 
quarters. Thirdly, the soul of man is described as being separable 
from his body and subject to suffering and enjoyment in another 
world according to his good or bad deeds; the doctrine that the 
soul of man could go to plants, etc., or that it could again be re¬ 
born on earth, is also hinted at in certain passages, and this may 
be regarded as sowing the first seeds of the later doctrine of 
transmigration/ The self (atman) is spoken of in one place as th6 
essence of the world, and when we trace the idea in the Brahmanas 
and the Aranyakas we see that atman has begun to mean the 
supreme essence in man as well as in the universe, and has thus 
approached the great Atman doctrine of the Upanisads. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE EARLIER UPANISADS 1 . (700 b.c.—600 b.c.) 

The place of the Upanisads in Vedic literature. 

THOUGH it is generally held that the Upanisads are usually 
attached as appendices to the Aranyakas which are again attached 
to the Brahmanas, yet it cannot be said that their d ' stin ^ 10 " 
separate treatises is always observed. Thus we find in 
that subjects which we should expect to be discussed ^rah^ 
are introduced into the Aranyakas and the Aranyaka materials 
are sometimes fused into the great bulk of Upan.sad teac g. 
This shows that these three literatures gradually grew up in one 

1 There are about ill Upanisads which have been ^Vrsdna^Mun- 

Sagara” Press. Bombay. ,9.7. These are . ltt, 1 Kena, sM«*. ♦ 
daka. 6 Mandukya, 7 Taittirlya. 8 A«^ B ;/ hma . 

niTis’BSfc’i^SapurvltSpinl, 30 Nrsi.phott.rati^. Mf 

i* I^ka^ MudgaS, 

rahasya, 57 Ramapurvatapinl. A 8 R , ^ 6 S feriraka, 66 Yogafikha, 

tSS. %££i 69 Parl^h. a ; 4 - vi aj^a. yoA^rnm, nA^« ; 

Pisab^a 

^Mahavikya, 9 6Paftcabrahma, 97 Pranagmhotra, 98 GopalapurvatSpin., 99 P 

h^^Timconection'of t^anlsadstran^attslby^DamshWo, Aurangzeb’^roOi^ contained 
dealMrith in ddschapter are the earher ones. 

which lepeat the purport of these, there are others which deal with the Saiva, ba , 
the Yoga and the Vaisnava doctrines. These will be referred to in connection with the 

consideration of those systems in Volume II. The later Upamsadswh.ch only repeat the 

purport of those dealt with in this chapter do not require " ""nthc^uw 
Ure later U pan i, ads were composed even as late as the fourteenth or theiifteenth century 
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process of development and they were probably regarded as parts 
of one literature, in spite of the differences in their subject-matter. 
Deussen supposes that the principle of this division was to be 
found in this, that the Brahmanas were intended for the house¬ 


holders, the Aranyakas for those who in their old age withdrew 
into the solitude of the forests and the Upanisads for those who 
renouncec the world to attain ultimate salvation by meditation, 
Whatever might be said about these literary classifications the 
ancient philosophers of India looked upon the Upanisads as being 
of an entirely different type from the rest of the Vedic literature 
as dictating the path of knowledge ( jftdna-niarga ) as opposed 
to the path of wcrks ( karma-mdrga) which forms the content 
of the latter. It is not out of place here to mention that the 
orthodox Hindu view holds that whatever may be written in the 
Veda is to be interpreted as commandments to perform certain 
actions ( vidhi ) or prohibitions against committing certain others 
( nisedha ). Even the stories or episodes are to be so interpreted 
that the real objects of their insertion might appear as only to 
praise the performance of the commandments and to blame the 
commission of the prohibitions. No person has any right to argue 
why any particular Vedic commandment is to be followed, for no 
reason can ever discover that, and it is only because reason fails 
to find out why a certain Vedic act leads to a certain effect that 
the Vedas have been revealed as commandments and prohibitions 
to show the true path of happiness. The Vedic teaching belongs 
therefore to that of the Karma-marga or the performance of Vedic 
duties of sacrifice, etc. ^he Upanisads however do not require \ 
the performance of any action, but only reveal the ultimate truth 
and reality, a knowledge of which at once emancipates a man. 
Readers of Hindu philosophy are aware that there is a very strong 
controversy on this point between the adherents of the Vedanta 
{Upanisads) and thoseof the Veda. For the latter seek in analogy 
to the other parts of the Vedic literature to establish the principle 
that the Upanisads should not be regarded as an exception, but 
that they should also be so interpreted that they might also be 
held out as commending the performance of duties ; but the 
former dissociate the Upanisads from the rest of the Vedic litera¬ 
ture and assert that they do not make the slightest reference to 
any Vedic duties, but only delineate the ultimate reality which 
reveals the highest knowledge in the minds of the deserving. 
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ankara the most eminent exponent of the Upanisads holds that 
they are meant for such superior men who are already above 
worldly or heavenly prosperities, and for whom the Vedic duties 
have ceased to have any attraction. Wheresoever there may be 
such a deserving person, be he a student, a householder or an 
ascetic, for him the Upanisads haVe been revealed for his ultimate 
emancipation and the true knowledge. Those who perform the 
Vedic duties belong to a stage inferior to those who no longer 
care for the fruits of the Vedic duties but are eager for final 
emancipation, and it is the latter who alone are fit to hear the 
Upanisads 1 * 3 . 


The names of the Upanisads; Non-Brahmanic influence. 

/"The Upanisads are also known by another name Vedanta, as 
they are believed to be the last portions of the Vedas ( veda-anta , 
end); it is by this name that the philosophy of the Upanisads, 
the Vedanta philosophy, is so familiar to us>) A modern student 
knows that in language the Upanisads approach the classical 
Sanskrit; the ideas preached also show that they are the culmina¬ 
tion of the intellectual achievement of a great epoch. As they 
thus formed the concluding parts of the Vedas they retained their 
Vedic names which they took from the name of the different 
schools or branches ( sdkka ) among which the Vedas were studied*. 
Thus the Upanisads attached to the Brahmanas of the Aitareya 
and Kausltaki schools are called respectively Aitareya and 
Kausltaki Upanisads. Those of theTandins and TalavakSras of 
the SSma-veda are called the Charidogya and Talavakara (or 
Kena) Upanisads. Those of the Taittiriya school of the Yajurveda 

1 This is what is called the difference of fitness ( adhikaribktda ). Those who perform 

the sacrifices are not fit to hear the Upanisads and those who are fit to hear the Upa¬ 
nisads have no longer any necessity to perform the sacrificial duties. 

3 When the Saiphita texts had become substantially fixed, they were committed 
to memory in different parts of the country and transmitted from teacher to pupil 
along with directions for the practical performance of sacrificial duties. The latter 
formed the matter of prose compositions, the Brahmanas. These however were 
gradually liable to diverse kinds of modifications according to the special tendencies 
and needs of the people among which they were recited. Thus after a time there 
occurred a great divergence in the readings of the texts of the Brahmanas even of the 
same Veda among different people. These different schools were known by the name 
of particular Vakhas (e.g. Aitareya, Kausltaki) with which the Brahmanas were asso¬ 
ciated or named. According to the divergence of the Brahmanas of the different 
Vakhas there occurred the divergences of content and the length of the Upanisads 
associated with them. 
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the Taittirlya and Mahanarayana, of the Katha school 
the Kathaka, of the MaitrayanI school the MaitrayanI. The 
Brhadaranyaka Upanisad forms part of the &atapatha Brahmana 
of the Vajasaneyi schools. The I$a Upanisad also belongs to the 
latter school. But the school to which the ^vetasvatara belongs 
cannot be traced, and has probably been lost The presump¬ 
tion with regard to these Upanisads is that they represent the 
enlightened views of the particular schools among which they 
flourished, and under whose names they passed. A large number 
of Upanisads of a comparatively later age were attached to the 
Atharva-Veda, most of which were named not according to the 
Vedic schools but according to the subject-matter with which 
they dealt 1 . 

It may not be out of place here to mention that from the 
frequent episodes in the Upanisads in which the Brahmins are 
described as having gone to the Ksattriyas for the highest know¬ 
ledge of philosophy, as well as from the disparateness of the 
Upanisad teachings from that of the general doctrines of the 
Brahmanas and from the allusions to the existence of philo¬ 
sophical speculations amongst the people in Pali works, it may be 
inferred that among the Ksattriyas in general there existed earnest 
philosophic enquiries which must be regarded as having exerted 
an important influence in the formation of the Upanisad doctrines. 
There is thus some probability in the supposition that though the 
Upanisads are found directly incorporated with the Brahmanas 
it was not the production of the growth of Brahmanic dogmas 
alone, but that non-Brahmanic thought as well must have either 
set the Upanisad doctrines afoot, or have rendered fruitful assist¬ 
ance to their formulation and cultivation, though they achieved 
their culmination in the hands of the Brahmins. 


Brahmanas and the Early Upanisads. 

The passage of the Indian mind from the Brahmanic to the 
Upanisad thought is probably the most remarkable event in the' 
history of philosophic thought. We know that in the later Vedic 
hymns some monotheistic conceptions of great excellence were 
developed, but these differ in their nature from the absolutism of 
the Upanisads as much as the Ptolemaic and the Copernican 

1 Garbha Upanisad, Atman Upanisad, Praina Upanisad, etc. There were however 
some exceptions such as the Mandukya, Jabala, Paingala, Saunaka, etc. 
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systems in astronomy. The direct translation of Visvakarman or 
Hiranyagarbha into the atman and the Brahman of the Upani¬ 
sads seems to me to be very improbable, though I am quite willing 
to admit that these conceptions were swallowed up by the atman 
doctrine whejkit had developed to a proper extent. Throughout 
the earlier Upanisads no mention is to be found of Visvakarman, 
Hiranyagarbha or Brahmanaspati and no reference of such a 
nature is to be found as can justify us in connecting the Upanisad 
ideas with those conceptions*. The word purusa no doubt occurs 
frequently in the Upanisads, but the sense and the association 
that come along with it are widely different from that of the 
purusa of the Purusasukta of the Rg-Veda. 

When the Rg-Veda describes ViSvakarman it describes him 
as a creator from outside, a controller of mundane events, to whom 
they pray for worldly benefits. “ What was the position, which 
and whence was the principle, from which the all-seeing V isvakar- 
man produced the earth, and disclosed the sky by his might ? The 
one god, who has on ever£ side eyes, on every side a face, on every 
side arms, on every side feet, when producing the sky and earth, 
shapes them with his arms and with his wings.... Do thou, ViSva- 
karm an, grant to thy friends those thy abodes which are the highest, 
and the’lowest, and the middle...may a generous son remain here 
to us 9 ”; again in R.V.X.82 we find “Visvakarman is wise, energetic, 
the creator, the disposer, and the highest object of intuition.. ..He 
who is our father, our creator, disposer, who knows all spheres and 
creatures, who alone assigns to the gods their names, to him the 
other creaturesresortfor instruction 8 .” Again about Hiranyagarbha 
we find in R.V. I. 121, “ Hiranyagarbha arose in the beginning; 
born, he was the one lord of things existing. He established the 
earth and this sky ; to what god shall we offer our oblation ? ... 
May he not injure us, he who is the generator of the earth, who 
ruling by fixed ordinances, produced the heavens, who produced 
the great and brilliant waters !—to what god, etc.? Prajapati, no 
other than thou is lord over all these created things: may we 
obtain that, through desire of which we have invoked thee; may we 
become masters of riches 4 .” Speaking of the purusa the Rg-Vedi 

* The name ViSvakarma appears in Svet. iv. 17. Hiranyagarbha appears in Svet. 
III. 4 and IV. is, bat only as the first created being. The phrase Sarvahammanl Htrap. 
yagarbha which Deussen refers to occurs only in the later Nrsirph. 9. The word Brah- 


manaspati docs not occur at all in the Upanisads. 
3 Muir’s Sanskrit Texts , vol. IV. pp. 6 , 7. 




Purusha has a thousand heads.. .a thousand eyes, and a thou¬ 
sand feet. On every side enveloping the earth he transcended [it] 
by a space of ten fingers. ...He formed those aerial creatures, and 
the animals, both wild and tame 1 /’ etc. Even that famous hymn 
(R.V. X. 129) which begins with “ There was then neither being 
nor non-being, there was no air nor sky above ” er with saying 
“ From whence this creation came into being, whether it was 
created or not—he whp is in the highest sky, its ruler, probably 


knows or does not know” 

In the Upanisads however, the position is entirely changed, 
and the centre of interest there* is not in a creator from outside 
but in the self: the natural development of the monotheistic posi¬ 
tion of the Vedas could have grown into some form of developed 
theism, but not into the doctrine that the self was the only reality 
and that everything else was far below it. There is no relation 
here of the worshipper and the worshipped and no prayers are 
offered to it, but the whole quest is of the highest truth, and the true 
self of man is discovered as the greatest reality. This change of 
philosophical position seems to me to be a matter of great interest. 
This change of the mind from the objective to the subjective does 
not carry with it in the Upanisads any elaborate philosophical 
discussions, or subtle analysis of mind. It comes there as a matter 
of direct perception, and the conviction with which the truth has 
been grasped cannot fail to impress the readers. That out of the 
apparently meaningless speculations of the Brahmanas this doc¬ 
trine could have developed, might indeed appear to be too im¬ 
probable to be believed 

On the strength of the stories of Balaki Gargya and Ajata6atru 
(Brh. II. 1), ^vetaketu and Pravahana Jaibali (Cha. V. 3 and Brh. 
VI. 2) and Aruni and ASvapati Kaikeya (Cha. V. 1 1) Garbe thinks 
“that it can be proven that the Brahman’s profoundest wisdom, the 
doctrine of All-one, which has exercised an unmistakable influence 
on the intellectual life even of our time, did not have its origin 
in the circle of Brahmans at all 8 ” and that “it took its rise in 
the ranks of the warrior caste 8 .” This if true would of course 
lead the development of the Upanisads away from the influence 
of the Veda, Brahmanas and the Aranyakas. But do the facts 
prove this ? Let us briefly examine the evidences that Garbe him- 


1 Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, vol. v. pp. 368, 371. 

8 Garbe’s article, “ Hindu Monism p. 68- 3 Ibid. p. 78. 
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self has produced. In the story of Balaki Gargya and Ajata£atru 
(Brh. ii. i) referred to by him, Balaki Gargya is a boastful man 
who wants to teach the Ksattriya AjataSatru the true Brahman, 
but fails and then wants it to be taught by him. To this 
Ajata^atru replies (following Garbe’s own translation) “it is 
contrary to the natural order that a Brahman receive instruction 
from a warrior and expect the latter to declare the Brahman to 
him 1 .” Does this not imply that in the natural order of things a 
Brahmin always taught the knowledge of Brahman to the 
Ksattriyas, and that it was unusual to find a Brahmin asking a 
Ksattriya about the true knowledge of Brahman? At the beginning 
of the conversation, Ajata6atru had promised to pay Balaki one 
thousand coins if he could tell him about Brahman, since all people 
used to run to Janaka to speak about Brahman 2 . The second 
story of Svetaketu and Pravahana Jaibali seems to be fairly con- 
. elusive with regard to the fact that the transmigration doctrines, 
the way of the gods ( devaydna ) and the way of -the fathers 
( pitrydna ) had originated among the Ksattriyas, but it is without 
any relevancy with regard to the origin of the superior knowledge 
of Brahman as the true self. 

The third story of Aruni and A£vapati Kaikeya (Cha. V. 1 1) 
is hardly more convincing, for here five Brahmins wishing to 
know what the Brahman and the self were, went to Uddalaka 
Aruni; but as he did not know sufficiently about it he accompanied 
them to the Ksattriya king ASvapati Kaikeya who was studying 
the subject. But A^vapati ends the conversation by giving them 
certain instructions about the fire doctrine ( vaisvanara agni) and 
the import of its sacrifices. He does not say anything about the 
true self as Brahman. We ought also to consider that there are 
only the few exceptional cases where Ksattriya kings were in¬ 
structing the Brahmins. But in all other cases the Brahmins were 
discussing and instructing the atman knowledge. I am thus led 
to think that Garbe owing to his bitterness of feeling against the 
Brahmins as expressed in the earlier part of the essay had been 
too hasty in his judgment. The opinion of Garbe seems to have 
been shared to some extent by Winternitz also, and the references 
given by him to the Upanisad passages are also the same as we 


1 Garbe’s article, “ Hindu Monism ” p. 74. 

3 Brh. 11., compare also Brh. iv. 3, how Yajftavalkya speaks to Janaka about the 
brahmavidyd. 
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just examined 1 . The truth seems to me to be this, that the 
Ksattriyas and even some women took interest in the religio- 
philosophical quest manifested in the Upanisads. The enquirers 
were so eager that either in receiving the instruction of Brahman 
or in imparting it to others, they had no considerations of sex and 
birth*; and there seems to be no definite evidence for thinking 
that the Upanisad philosophy originated among the Ksattriyas 
or that the germs of its growth could not be traced in the 
Brahmanas and th$ Aranyakas which were the productions of 
the Brahmins. 

The change of the Brahmana into the Aranyaka thought is 
signified by a transference of values from the actual sacrifices to 
their symbolic representations and meditations which were re¬ 
garded as being productive of various earthly benefits. Thus we 
find in the Brhadaranyaka (I. i) that instead of a horse sacrifice 
the visible universe is to be conceived as a horse and meditated 
upon as such. The dawn is the head of the horse, the sun is the 
eye, wind is its life, fire is its mouth and the year is its soul, and so 
on. What is the horse that grazes in the field and to what good 
can its sacrifice lead? This moving universe is the horse which is 
most significant to the mind, and the meditation of it as such is 
the most suitable substitute of the sacrifice of the horse, the mere 
animal. Thought-activity as meditation, is here taking the place 
of an external worship in the form of sacrifices. The material 
substances and the most elaborate and accurate sacrificial rituals 
lost their value and bare meditations took their place. Side 
by side with the ritualistic sacrifices of the generality of the 
Brahmins, was springing up a system where thinking and sym¬ 
bolic meditations were taking the place of gross matter and 
action involved in sacrifices. These symbols were not only 
chosen from the external world as the sun, the wind, etc., from 
the body of man, his various vital functions and the senses, but 
even arbitrary alphabets were taken up and it was believed that 
the meditation of these as the highest and the greatest was pro¬ 
ductive of great beneficial results. Sacrifice in itself was losing 
value in the eyes of these men and diverse mystical significances 
and imports were beginning to be considered as their real truth 8 . 

1 Winternitz’s Geschichte der indischen Litteratur, r. pp. 197 ff. 

* The story of Maitreyi and Yajfiavalkya (Brh. 11. 4) and that of Satyakama son of 
Jabala and his teacher (Cha. iv. 4). 9 Ch&. v. 11. 
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The Uktha (verse) of Rg-Veda was identified in the Aitareya 
Aranyaka under several allegorical forms with the Prana 1 , the 
Udgitha of the SSmaveda was identified with Om, Prana, sun and 
eye ; in Chandogya II. the Saman was identified with Om, rain, 
water, seasons, PrSna, etc., in Chandogya in. 16-17 man was 
identified with sacrifice; his hunger, thirst, sorrow, with initia¬ 
tion ; laughing, eating, etc., with the utterance of tjie Mantras; 
and asceticism, gift, sincerity, restraint from injury, truth, with 
sacrificial fees ( daksina ). The gifted mind of these cultured Vedic 
Indians was anxious to come to some unity, but logical precision 
of thought had not developed, and as a result of that we find in the 
Aranyakas the most grotesque and fanciful unifications of things 
which to our eyes have little or no connection. Any kind of instru¬ 
mentality in producing an effect was often considered as pure 
identity. Thus in Ait. Aran. II. 1.3 we find “ Then comes the origin 
of food. The seed of Prajapati are the gods. The seed of the gods 
is rain. The seed of rain is herbs. The seed of herbs is food. The 
seed of food is seed. The seed of seed is creatures. The seed of 
creatures is the heart. The seed of the heart is the mind. *The seed 
of the mind is speech. The seed of speech is action. The act done 
is this man the abode of Brahman*." 


The word Brahman according to Say ana meant mantras 
(magical verses), the ceremonies, the hotr priest, the great. 
Hillebrandt points out that it is spoken of in R.V. as being new, 
“as not having hitherto existed,” and as “coming into being from 
the fathers." It originates from the seat of the Rta, springs forth 
at the sound of the sacrifice, begins really to exist when the soma 
juice is pressed and the hymns are recited at the savana rite, 
endures with the help of the gods even in battle, and soma is its 
guardian (R.V. vm. 37. 1, VIII. 69. 9, VI. 23. 5, 1. 47. 2, VII. 22. 9, 
VI. 52. 3, etc.). On the strength of these Hillebrandt justifies the 
conjecture of Haug that it signifies a mysterious power which can 
be called forth by various ceremonies, and his definition of it, as 
the magical force which is derived from the orderly cooperation of 
the hymns, the chants and the sacrificial gifts*. I am disposed to 
think that this meaning is closely connected with the meaning as 
we find it in many passages in the Aranyakas and the Upanisads. 
The meaning in many of these seems to be midway between 


* Ait. Aran. 11. i-*3* * Keith’s Translation of Aitareya Aranyaka. 

* Hillebrandt’* article on Brahman, E. R. E. 
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““magical force” and “great,” transition between which is 
rather easy. Even when the sacrifices began to be replaced by 
meditations, the old belief in the power of the sacrifices still 
remained, and as a result of that we find that in many passages 
of the Upanisads people are thinking of meditating upon this 
great force “ Brahman ” as being identified with diverse symbols, 
natural objects, parts and functions of the body. 

When the main interest of sacrifice was transferred from its 
actual performance' in the external world to certain forms of 
meditation, we find that the understanding of particular allegories 
of sacrifice having a relation to particular kinds of bodily functions 
was regarded as Brahman, without a knowledge of which nothing 
could be obtained. The fact that these allegorical interpretations 
of the Paflcagnividya are so much referred to in the Upanisads 
as a secret doctrine, shows that some people came to think that 
the real efficacy of sacrifices depended upon such meditations. 
When the sages rose to the culminating conception, that he is 
really ignorant who thinks the gods to be different from him, they 
thought that as each man was nourished by many beasts, so the 
gods were nourished by each man, and as it is unpleasant for a 
man if any of his beasts are taken away, so it is unpleasant for 
the gods that men should know this great truth 1 . 

In the Kena we find it indicated that all the powers of 
the gods such as that of Agni (fire) to burn, Vayu (wind) to 
blow, depended upon Brahman, and that it is through Brahman 
that all the gods and all the senses of man could work, The 
whole process of Upanisad thought shows that the magic power 
of sacrifices as associated with Rta (unalterable law) was being 
abstracted from the sacrifices and conceived as the supreme power. 
There are many stories in the Upanisads of the search after the 
nature of this great power the Brahman, which was at first only 
imperfectly realized. They identified it with the dominating power 
of the natural objects of wonder, the sun, the moon, etc, with 
bodily and mental functions and with various symbolical re¬ 
presentations, and deluded themselves for a time with the idea 
that these were satisfactory. But as these were gradually found 
inadequate, they came to the final solution, and the doctrine of 
the inner self of man as being the highest truth the Brahman 
originated. 


1 Brh. 1. 4. 10. 
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The meaning of the word Upani§ad. 

The word Upanisad is derived from the root sad with the prefix 
ni (to sit), and Max Muller says that the word originally meant the 
act of sitting down near a teacher and of submissively listening to 
him. In his introduction to the Upanisads he says, “The history 
and the genius of the Sanskrit language leave little doubt that 
Upanisad meant originally session, particularly a session consisting 
of pupils, assembled at a respectful distance round their teacher 1 .” 
Deussen points out that the word means“secreU’or"secret instruc¬ 
tion,” and this is borne out by many of the passages of the Upani¬ 
sads themselves. Max Muller also agrees that the word was used 
in this sense in the Upanisads*. There we find that great injunc¬ 
tions of secrecy are to be observed for the communication of the 
doctrines, and it is said that it should only be given to a student 
or pupil who by his supreme moral restraint and noble desires 
proves himself deserving to hear them. loankara however, the 
great Indian exponent of the Upanisads, derives the word from 
the root sad to destroy and supposes that it is so called because it 
destroys inborn ignorance and leads to salvation by revealing the 
right knowledge. But if we compare the many texts in which the 
word Upanisad occurs in the Upanisads themselves it seems that 
Deussen’s meaning is fully justified*. 


The composition and growth of diverse Upanisads. 

The oldest Upanisads are written in prose. Next to these we 
have some in verses very similar to those that are to be found -in 
classical Sanskrit. As is easy to see, the older the Upanisad the 
more archaic is it in its language. The earliest Upanisads have 
an almost mysterious forcefulness in their expressions at least to 
Indian ears. They are simple, pithy and penetrate to the heart. 
We can read and read them over again without getting tired. 
The lines are always as fresh as ever. As such they have a charm 
apart from the value of the ideas they intend to convey. The word 
Upanisad was used, as we have seen, in the sense of “secret 
doctrine or instruction”; the Upanisad teachings were also in¬ 
tended to be conveyed in strictest secrecy to earnest enquirers of 
high morals and superior self-restraint for the purpose of achieving 

1 Max MUUer’s Translation of the Ufanishads, S. B. E. vol. I. p. lxxxi. 

* S. B. E. vol. I. p. Ixxxiii. 

* Deussen’s Philosophy of the Upanishads, pp. 10-15. 
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_jancipation. It was thus that the Upanisad style of expression, 

when it once came into use,came to possess the greatest charm and 
attraction for earnest religious people; and as a result of that we 
find that even when other forms of prose and verse had been 
adapted for the Sanskrit language, the Upanisad form of com¬ 
position had not stopped. Ihus though the earliest Upanisads 
were compiled by 500 B.C., they continued to be written even so 
late as the spread of Mahommedan influence in India. The 
earliest and most important are probably those that have been 
commented upon by Sankara namely Brhadaranyaka, Chandogya, 
Aitareya, Taittiriya, fea, Kena, Katha, PraSna, Mundaka and 
Mandukya 1 . It is important to note in this connection that the 
separate Upanisads differ much from one another with regard to 
their content and methods of exposition. Thus while some of 
them are busy laying great stress upon the monistic doctrine of 
the self as the only reality, there are others which lay stress upon 
the practice of Yoga, asceticism, the cult of Siva, of Visnu and 
the philosophy or anatomy of the body, and may thus be 
respectively called the Yoga, l^aiva, Visnu and §arira Upanisads. 
These in all make up the number to one hundred and eight, j 


Revival of Upanisad studies in modern times. 

How the Upanisads came to be introduced into Europe is an 
interesting story. Dara Shiko the eldest son of the Emperor 
Shah Jahan heard of the Upanisads during his stay in Kashmir 
in 1640. He invited several Pandits from Benares to Delhi, who 
undertook the work of translating them into Persian. In 1775 
Anquetil Duperron, the discoverer of the Zend-Avesta, received 
a manuscript of it presented to him by his friend Le Gen til, the 
French resident in Faizabad at the court of Shuja-uddaulah. 
Anquetil translated it into Latin which was published in i8oi~ 
1802. This translation though largely unintelligible was read by 
Schopenhauer, with great enthusiasm. It had, as Schopenhauer 
himself admits, profoundly influenced his philosophy. 1 hus he 

1 Deussen supposes that Kausitaki is also one of the earliest. Max Muller and 
Sehroeder think that Maitrayani also belongs to the earliest gmup, whereas Deussen 
counts it as a comparatively later production. Winternitz divides the Upanisads into 
four periods. In the first period he includes Brhadaranyaka, Chandogya, Taittiriya, 
Aitareya, Kausitaki and ICenn. In the second he includes Kathaka, I^a, Sveta^vatara, 
Mundaka, Mahanarayana, and in the third period he includes Pra^na, Maitrayani and 
Mandukya. The rest of the Upanisads he includes in the fourth period. 
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„, lt 4 in th e preface to his Welt als Wille und Vorstellung\ 
“And if, indeed, in addition to this he is a partaker of the benefit 
conferred by the Vedas, the access to which, opened to us through 
the Upanishads, is in my eyes the greatest advantage which this 
still young century enjoys over previous ones, because I believe 
that the influence of the Sanskrit literature will penetrate not less 
deeply than did the revival of Greek literature in the fifteenth 
century: if, I say, the reader has also already received and 
assimilated the sacred, primitive Indian wisdom, then is he best 
of all prepared to hear what I have to say to him—I might ex¬ 
press the opinion that each one of the individual and disconnected 
aphorisms which make up the Upanishads may be deduced as 
a consequence from the thought I am going to impart, though 
the converse, that my thought is to be found in the Upanishads 
is by no means the case.” Again, “How does every line display 
its firm,definite,and throughout harmonious meaning! From every 
sentence deep, original, and sublime thoughts arise, and the whole 
is pervaded by a high and holy and earnest spirit....In the whole 
world there is no study, except that of the originals, so beneficial 
and so elevating as that of the Oupanikhat. It has been the solace 
of my life, it will be the solace of my death! 3 ” Through Schopen¬ 
hauer the study of the Upanisads attracted much attention in 
Germany and with the growth of a general interest in the study 
of Sanskrit, they found their way into other parts of Europe as 
well. 

The study of the Upanisads has however gained a great 
impetus by the earnest attempts of our Ram Mohan Roy who 
not only translated them into Bengali, Hindi and English and 
published them at his own expense, but founded the Brahma 
Samaj in Bengal, the main religious doctrines of which were 
derived directly from the Upanisads. 


1 Translation by Haldane and Kemp, vol. I. pp. xii and xiii. 
a Max Muller says in his introduction to the Upanishads ( 5 . B.E. I. p- lxii; see 
also pp. lx, lxi) “that Schopenhauer should have spoken of the Upanishads as ‘pro¬ 
ducts of the highest wisdom’...that he should have placed the pantheism there taught 
high above the pantheism of Bruno, Malebranche, Spinoza and Scotus Erigena, as 
brought to light again at Oxford in 1681, may perhaps secure a more considerate 
reception for those relics of ancient wisdom than anything that I could say in their 
favour.” 
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The Upanisads and their interpretations. 

Before entering into the philosophy of the Upanisads it may 
be worth while to say a few words as to the reason why diverse 
and even contradictory explanations as to the real import of the 
Upanisads had been offered by the great Indian scholars of past 
times The Upanisads, as we have seen, formed the concluding 
portion of the revealed Vedic literature, and were thus called the 
Vedanta. It was almost universally believed by the Hindus that 
the highest truths could only be found in the revelation of the 
Vedas. Reason was regarded generally as occupying a compara¬ 
tively subservient place, and its proper use was to be found in its 
judicious employment in getting out the real meaning of the 
apparently conflicting ideas of the Vedas. The highest know¬ 
ledge of ultimate truth and reality was thus regarded as having 
been once for all declared in the Upanisads. Reason had only to 
unravel it in the light of experience. It is important that readers 
of Hindu philosophy should bear in mind the contrast that it 
presents to the ruling idea of the modern world that new truths 
are discovered by reason and experience every day, and even in 
those cases where the old truths remain, they change their hue 
and character every day, and that in matters of ultimate truths no 
finality can ever be achieved; we are to be content only with as 
much as comes before the purview of our reason and experience 
at the time. It was therefore thought to be extremely audacious 
that any person howsoever learned and brilliant he might be 
should have any right to say anything regarding the highest 
truths simply on the authority of his own opinion or the reasons 
that he might offer. In order to make himself heard it was neces¬ 
sary for him to show from the texts of the Upanisads that they 
supported him, and that their purport was also the same. Thus 
it was that most schools of Hindu philosophy found it one of their 
principal duties to interpret the Upanisads in order to show that 
they alone represented the true Vedanta doctrines. Any one 
who should feel himself persuaded by the interpretations of any 
particular school might say that in following that school he was 
following the Vedanta. 

The difficulty of assuring oneself that any interpretation is 
absolutely the right one is enhanced by the fact that germs of 
diverse kinds of thoughts are found scattered over the Upanisads 
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Ich are not worked out in a systematic manner. Thus each 
interpreter in his turn made the texts favourable to his own 
doctrines prominent and brought them to the forefront, and tried 
to repress others or explain them away. But comparing the 
various systems of Upanisad interpretation we find that the in¬ 
terpretation offered by Sankara very largely represents the view 
of the general body of the earlier Upanisad doctrines, though 
there are some which distinctly foreshadow the doctrines of other 
systems, but in a crude and germinal form. It is thus that Vedanta 
is generally associated with the interpretation of Sankara and 
Sankara’s system of thought is called the Vedanta system, though 
there are many other systems which put forth their claim as repre¬ 
senting the true Vedanta doctrines. 

Under these circumstances it is necessary that a modern in¬ 
terpreter of the Upanisads should turn a deaf ear to the absolute 
claims of these exponents, and look upon the Upan isads not as 
a systematic treatise but as a repository of diverse currents of 
thought—the melting pot in which all later philosophic ideas were 
still in a state of fusion, though the monistic doctrine of Sankara, 
or rather an approach thereto, may be regarded as the purport of 
by far the largest majority of the texts. It will be better that a 
modem interpreter should not agree to the claims of the ancients 
that all the Upanisads represent a connected system, but take the 
texts independently and separately and determine their meanings, 
though keeping an attentive eye on the context in which they 
appear. It is in this way alone that we can detect the germs of 
the thoughts of other Indian systems in the Upanisads, and thus 
find in them the earliest records of those tendencies of thoughts. 


The quest after Brahman: the struggle and the failures. 

The fundamental idea which runs through the early Upanisads 
is that underlying the exterior world of change there is an un¬ 
changeable reality which is identical with that which underlies 
the essence in man 1 . If we look at Greek philosophy in Par¬ 
menides or Plato or at modern philosophy in Kant, we find the 
same tendency towards glorifying one unspeakable entity as the 
reality or the essence. I have said above that the Upanisads are 


Brh. iv. 4. 5, 11 . 










The Quest after Brahman 


^no'^tematic treatises of a single hand, but are rather collations 
or compilations of floating monologues, dialogues or anecdotes. 
There are no doubt here and there simple discussions but there 
is no pedantry or gymnastics of logic. Even the most casual 
reader cannot but be struck with the earnestness and enthusiasm 
of the sages. They run from place to place with great eagerness 
in search of a teacher competent to instruct them about the nature 
of Brahman. Where is Brahman? What is his nature? 

We have noticed that during the closing period of the Sanihita 
there were people who had risen to the conception of a single 
creator and controller of the universe, variously called Prajapati, 
Vi£vakarman, Purusa, Brahmanaspati and Brahman. But this 
divine controller was yet only a deity. The search as to the 
nature of this deity began in the Upanisads. Many visible objects 
of nature such as the sun or the wind on one hand and the various 
psychological functions in man were tried, but none could render 
satisfaction to the great ideal that had been aroused. The sages 
in the Upanisads had already started with the idea that there was 
a supreme controller or essence presiding over man and the 
universe. But what was its nature? Could it be identified with 
any of the deities of Nature, was it a new deity or was it no deity 
at all? The Upanisads present to us the history of this quest and 
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the results that were achieved. 

When we look merely to this quest we find that we have not 
yet gone out of the Aranyaka ideas and of symbolicJ[ pratika) 
forms of worship. Prana (vital breath) was regarded as the most 
essential function for the life of man, and many anecdotes are 
related to show that it is superior to the other organs, such as the 
eye or ear, and that on it all other functions depend. This 
recognition of the superiority of prana brings us to the meditations 
on prana as Brahman as leading to the most beneficial results. 
So also we find that owing to the presence of the exalting 
characters of omnipresence and eternality dkafa_ (space) is 
meditated upon as Brahman. So also manas and Aditya (sun) 
are meditated upon as Brahman. Again side by side with the 
visible material representation of Brahman as the pervading Vayu, 
or the sun and the immaterial representation as aka£a, manas or 
prana, we find also the various kinds of meditations as substitutes 
for actual sacrifice. Thus it is that there was an earnest quest 
after the discovery of Brahman. We find a stratum of thought 
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y/hich shows that the sages were still blinded by the old ritualistic 
associations, and though meditation had taken the place of sacrifice 
yet this was hardly adequate for the highest attainment of 
Brahman. 

Next to the failure of the meditations we have to notice the 
history of the search after Brahman in which the sages sought to 
identify Brahman with the presiding deity of the sun, moon, 
lightning, ether, wind, fire, water, etc., and failed; for none of 
these could satisfy the ideal they cherished of Brahman. It is 
indeed needless here to multiply these examples, for they are 
tiresome not only in this summary treatment but in the original 
as well. They are of value only in this that they indicate how 
toilsome was the process by which the old ritualistic associations 
could be got rid of; what struggles and failures the sages had to 
undergo before they reached a knowledge of the true nature of 
Brahman. 

Unknowability oi Brahman and the Negative Method. 


It is indeed true that the magical element involved in the 
discharge of sacrificial duties lingered for a while in the symbolic 
worship of Brahman in which He was conceived almost as a deity. 
The minds of the Vedic poets so long accustomed to worship 
deities of visible manifestation could not easily dispense with the 
idea of seeking after a positive and definite content of Brahman. 
They tried some of the sublime powers of nature and also many 
symbols, but these could not render ultimate satisfaction. They 
did not know what the Brahman was like, for they had only a 
dim and dreamy vision of it in the deep craving of their souls 
which could not be translated into permanent terms. But this 
was enough to lead them on to the goal, for they could not be 
satisfied with anything short of the highest 

They found that by whatever means they tried to give a 
positive and definite content of the ultimate reality, the Brahman, 
they failed. Positive definitions were impossible. They could not 
point out what the Brahman was like in order to give an utterance 
to that which was unutterable, they could only say that it was not 
like aught that we find in experience. Yajnavalkya said “He 

the Stmarr is not this, nor this {neti neti )..He is inconceivable, 

for he cannot be conceived, unchangeable, for he is not changed, 
untouched, for nothing touches him; he cannot suffer by a stroke 
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e sword, he cannot suffer any injury 1 /’ He is asat, non-being, 
for the being which Brahman is, is not to be understood as such 
being as is known to us by experience; yet he is being, for he alone 
is supremely real, for the universe subsists by him. We ourselves 
are but he, and yet we know not what he is. Whatever we can 
experience, whatever we can express, is limited, but he is the 
unlimited, the basis of all. “That which is inaudible, intangible, 
invisible, indestructible, which cannot be tasted, nor smelt, eternal, 
without beginning or’end, greater than the great (mahat\ the fixed. 
He who knows it is released from the jaws of deathSpace, time 
and causality do not appertain to him, for he at once forms their 
essence and transcends them. He is the infinite and the vast, y^t 
the smallest of the small, at once here as there, there here; no 
characterisation of him is possible, otherwise than by the denial 
to him of all empirical attributes, relations and definitions. He 
is independent of all limitations of space, time, and cause which 
rules all that is objectively presented, and therefore the empirical 
universe. When Bahva was questioned by Vaskali, he expounded 
the nature of Brahman to him by maintaining silence—“Teach 
me/’ said Vaskali, “most reverent sir, the nature of Brahman.” 
Bahva however remained silent. But when the question was put 
forth a second or third time he answered, “I teach you indeed but 
you do not understand; the Atman is silence 3 .” The way to in¬ 
dicate it is thus by neti neti , it is not this, it is not this. We 
cannot describe it by any positive content which is always limited 
by conceptual thought. 

The Atman doctrine. 


The sum and substance of the Upanisad teaching is involved 
in the equation Atman — Brahman. We have already seen that the 
word Atman was used in the Rg-Veda to denote on the one hand 
the ultimate essence of the universe, and on the other the vital 
breath in man. Later on in the Upanisads we see that the word 
Brahman is generally used in the former sense, while the word 
Atman is reserved to denote the inmost essence in man, and the 

1 Brh. iv. 5. 15. Deussen, Max Muller and Roer have all misinterpreted this 
passage; asito has been interpreted as an adjective or participle, though no evidence 
has ever been adduced; it is evidently the ablative of asi, a sword. 

3 Katha III. 15. 

3 Sankara on Brahmasutra , III. a. 17, and also Deussen, Philosophy of the Ufani- 
skadsy p. 156. 
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TUpanisads are emphatic in their declaration that the two are one 
and the same. But what is the inmost essence of man? The self 
of man involves an ambiguity, as it is used in a variety of senses. 
Thus so far as man consists of the essence of food (i.e. the physical 
parts of man) he is called annamaya. But behind the sheath of 
this body there is the other self consisting of the vital breath 
which is called the self as vital breath ( pranamaya atman). 
Behind this again there is the other self “consisting of will” called 
the manomaya Atman. This again contains within it the self 
“consisting of consciousness” called the vijfidnamaya Atman . But 
behind it we come to the final essence the self as pure bliss (the 
dnandamaya atman ). The texts say: “Truly he is the rapture; 
for whoever gets this rapture becomes blissful. For who could 
live, who could breathe if this space ( dkasa ) was no. bliss? For 
it is he who behaves as bliss. For whoever in that Invisible, Self¬ 
surpassing, Unspeakable, Supportless finds fearless support, he 
really becomes fearless. But whoever finds even a slight difference, 
between himself and this Atman there is fear for him 1 .” 

Again in another place we find that Prajapati said: “The self 
(atman) which is free from sin, free from old age, from death and 
grief, from hunger and thirst, whose desires are true, whose cogita¬ 
tions are true, that is to be searched for, that is to be enquired; 
he gets all his desires and all worlds who knows that self 2 .” The 
gods and the demons on hearing of this sent Indra and Virocana 
respectively as their representatives to enquire of th s self from 
Prajapati. He agreed to teach them, and asked them to look 
into a vessel of water and tell him how much of self they could 
find. They answered: “We see, this our whole self, even to the 
hair, and to the nails.” And he said, “Well, that is the self, that 
is the deathless and the fearless, that is the Brahman.” They went 
away pleased, but Prajapati thought, “There they go away, 
without having discovered, without having realized the self.*’ 
Virocana came away with the conviction that th&body was the 
self; but Indra did not return back to the gods, he was afraid and 
pestered with doubts and came back to Prajapati and said, “just 
as the self becomes decorated when the body is decorated, well- 
dressed when the body is well-dressed, well-cleaned when the 
body is well-cleaned, even so that image self will be blind when 
the body is blind, injured in one eye when the body is injured in 
one eye, and mutilated when the body is mutilated, and it perishes 


1 Taitt. n. 7. 


2 Cha. viii. 7. 1. 
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ie body perishes, therefore I can see no good in this theo 1 
Prajapati then gave him a higher instruction about the self, and 
said, “He who goes about enjoying dreams, he is the self, this 
is the deathless, the fearless, this is Brahman.” Indra departed 
but was again disturbed with doubts, and was afraid and came 
back and said “that though the dream self does not become blind 
when the body is blind* or injured in one eye when the body is 
so injured and'is not affected by its defects, and is not killed by 
its destruction, but yet it is as if it was overwhelmed, as if it suffered 
and as if it wept—in this I see no good,” Prajapati gave a still 
higher instruction: “When a man, fast asleep, in total contentment, 
does not know any dreams, this is the self, this is the deathless, 
the fearless, this is Brahman.” Indra departed but was again 
filled with doubts on the way, and returned again and said “the 
self in deep sleep does not know himself, that I am this, nor does 
he know any other existing objects. He is destroyed and lost. 
I see no good in this.” And now Prajapati after having given a 
course of successively higher instructions as self as the body, as 
the self in dreams and as the self in deep dreamless sleep, and 
having found that the enquirer in each case could find out that this 
was not the ultimate truth about the self that he was seeking, 
ultimately gave him the ultimate and final instruction about the 
!? full truth about the self, and said “this body is the support of the 
deathless and the bodiless seif. The self as embodied is affected 
by pleasure and pain, the self when associated with the body can- 
1 not get rid of pleasure and pain, but pleasure and pain do not 
touch the bodiless self 1 .” 

As the anecdote shows, they sought such a constant and un¬ 
changeable essence in man as was beyond the limits of any change. 
This inmost essence has sometimes been described as pure subject- 
object-less consciousness, the reality, and the bliss. He is the 
seer of all seeing, the hearer of all hearing and the knower of all 
knowledge. H* sees but is not seen, hears but is not heard, knows 
but is not known. He is the light of all lights. He is like a lump 
of salt, with no inner or outer, which consists through and through 
entirely of savour; as in truth this Atman has no inner or outer, 
but consists through and through entirely of knowledge. Bliss is 
n ot an attr ibute of it but it is bliss itself. The state of Brahman 
is thus likened unto the state of dreamless sleep. And he who 
has reached this bliss is beyond any fear. It is dearer to us than 

1 Cha. viii. 7-1*. 
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■^SL^son, brother, wife, or husband, wealth or prosperity. It is for it 
and by it that things appear dear to us. It is the dearest par 
excellence, our inmost Atman. AH limitation is fraught with pain; 
it is the infinite alone that is the highest bliss. When a man 
* receives this rapture, then is he full of bliss; for who could breathe, 
who live, if that bliss had not filled this void ( dkdsa)> It is he 
who behaves as bliss. For when a man finds his peace, his fearless 
support in that invisible, supportless, inexpressible, unspeakable 
one, then has he attained peace. ■ 


Place of Brahman in the Upanisads. 


There is the atman not in man alone but in all objects of the 
universe, the sun, the moon, the world; and Brahman is this atman. 
There is nothing outside the atman, and therefore there is no 
plurality at all. As from a lump of clay all that is made of clay 
is known, as from an ingot of black iron all that is made of 
black iron is known, so when this atman the Brahman is known 
everything else is known. The essence in man and the essence 
of the universe are one and the same, and it is Brahman. 

Now a question may arise as to what may be called the nature 
of the phenomenal world of colour, sound, taste, and smell. But 
we must also remember that the Upanisads do not represent so 
much a conceptional system of philosophy as visions of the seers 
who are possessed by the spirit of this Brahman. They do not 
notice even the contradiction between the Brahman as unity and 
nature in its diversity. When the empirical aspect of diversity 
attracts their notice, they affirm it and yet declare that it; is all 
Brahman. From Brahman it has come forth and to it will it 
return. He has himself created it out of himself and then entered 
into it as its inner controller ( antaryamin ). Here is thus a glaring 
dualistic trait of the world of matter and Brahman as its controller, 
though in other places we find it asserted most emphatically that 
these are but names and forms, and when Brahman is known 
everything else is known. No attempts at reconciliation are made 
for the sake of the consistency of conceptual utterance, as 
Sankara the great professor of Vedanta does by explaining away 
the dualistic texts. The universe is said to be a reality, but the 
real in it is Brahman alone. It is on account of Brahman that 
the fire burns and the wind blows. He is the active principle in 
the entire universe, and yet the most passive and unmoved. The 
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frld is his body, yet he is the soul within. “He creates all, 
wills all, smells all, tastes all, he has pervaded all, silent and un~ 
affected * . He is below, above, in the back, in front, in the south 
and in the north, he is all this 2 . “These rivers in the east and 
in the west originating 1 from the ocean, return back into it and 
become the ocean themselves, though they do not know that they 
are so. So also all these people coming into being from the Being 
do not know that they have come from the Being....That which 
is the subtlest that is the self, that is all this, the truth, that self 
thou art O Svetaketu 5 .” “Brahman/* as Deussen points out, 
“was regarded as the cause antecedent in time, and the universe 
as the effect proceeding from it; the inner dependence of the 
universe on Brahman and its essential identity with him was 
represented as a creation of the universe by and out of Brahman.” 
Thus it is said in Mund. i. i, 7: * 



As a spider ejects and retracts (the threads), 

As the plants shoot forth on the earth, 

As the hairs on the head and body of the living man, 
So from the imperishable all that is here. 

As the sparks from the well-kindled fire, 

In nature akin to it, spring forth in their thousands, 
So, my dear sir, from the imperishable 
Living beings of many kinds go forth, 

And again return into him 4 . 


Yet this world principle is the dearest to us and the highest 
teaching of the Upanisads is “That art thou.” 

Again the growth of the doctrine that Brahman is the “inner 
controller in all the parts and forces of nature and of mankind as 
the atman thereof, and that all the effects of the universe are the 
result of his commands which no one can outstep, gave rise to a 
* theistic current of thought in which Brahman is held as standing 
aloof as God and controlling the world. It is by his ordaining, it 
is said, that the sun and moon are held together, and the sky and 
earth stand held together 8 . God and soul are distinguished again 
in the famous verse of ^veta£vatara 8 : 


Two bright-feathered bosom friends 
Flit around one and the same tree; 

One of them tastes the sweet berries, 

The other without eating merely gazes down. 

! In ; * * lbid VIi ’ 5 - I; also Mundaka II. 2. 11. * Cha. vi. 10. 

eussen s translation in Philosophy of tht Upanishads , p. 164. 8 Brh. Ilf 8 1 

"• ?; 7 and Mu, - ,<llkl ’■ ■’ al » 
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But in spite of this apparent theistic tendency and the occa¬ 
sional use of the word Ifa or Edna, there seems to be no doubt 
that theism in its true sense was never prominent, and this acknow¬ 
ledgement of a supreme Lord was also an offshoot of the exalted 
position of the atman as the supreme principle. Thus we read in 
KausTtaki Upanisad 3. 9, “He is not great by good deeds nor low 
by evil deeds, but it is he makes one do good deeds whom he 
wants to raise, and makes him commit bad deeds whom he wants 
to lower down. He is the protector of the universe, he is the 
master of the world and the lord of all; he is my soul ( atman ). 
Thus the lord in spite of his greatness is still my soul. There are 
again other passages which regard Brahman as being at once 
immanent and transcendent. Thus it is said that there is that 
eternally existing tree whose roots grow upward and whose 
branches grow downward. All the universes are supported in it 
and no one can transcend it. This is that, “.. .from its fear the fire 
burns, the sun shines, and from its fear Indra, Vayu and Death 
the fifth (with the other two) run on 1 /’ 

If we overlook the different shades in the development of the 
conception of Brahman in the Upanisads and look to the main 
currents, we find that the strongest current of thought which has 
found expression in the majority of the tekts is this that the 
Atman or the Brahman is the only reality and that besides this 
everything else is unreal. The other current of thought which is 
to be found in many of the texts is the pantheistic creed that 
identifies the universe with the Atman or Brahman. The third 
current is that of theism which looks upon Brahman as the Lord 
controlling the world. It is because these ideas were still in the 
melting pot, in which none of them were systematically worked 
out, that the later exponents of Vedanta, Saftkara, Ramanuja, 
and others quarrelled over the meanings of texts in order to 
develop a consistent systematic philosophy out of them. Thus it 
is that the doctrine of Maya which is slightly hinted at once in 
Brhadaranyaka and thrice in &veta£vatara, becomes the founda¬ 
tion of Safikara's philosophy of the Vedanta in which Brahman 
alone is real and all else beside him is unreal 3 . 


1 Katha II. 6. 1 and 3. 


* Brh. II. 5. 19, Svet. 1. 10, IV. 9, 10. 
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The World. 


We have already seen that the universe has come out of 
Brahman, has its essence in Brahman, and will also return back 
to it But in spite of its existence as Brahman its character as 
represented to experience could not be denied.) Sankara held 
that the Upanisads referred to the external world and accorded 
a reality to it consciously with the purpose of treating it as merely 
relatively real, which will eventually appear as unreal as soon 
as the ultimate truth, the Brahman, is known. This however 
remains to be modified to this extent that the sages had not 
probably any conscious purpose of according a relative reality to 
the phenomenal world, but in spite of regarding Brahman as the 
highest reality they could not ignore the claims of the exterior 
world, and had to accord a reality to it. ( The inconsistency of this 
reality of the phenomenal world with the ultimate and only 
reality of Brahman was attempted to be reconciled by holding 
that this world is not beside him but it has come out of him, it 
is maintained in him and it will return back to him. 

The world is sometimes spoken of in its twofold aspect, the 
organic and the inorganic. All organic things, whether plants, 
animals or men, have souls 1 . Brahman desiring to be many created 
fire (tejas), water ( ap ) and earth (ksiti). Then the self-existent 
Brahman entered into these three, and it is by their combination 
that all other bodies are formed*. So all other things are produced 
as a result of an alloying or compounding of the parts of these three 
together. In this theory of the threefold division of the primitive 
elements lies the earliest germ of the later distinction (especially 
in the Samkhya school) of pure infinitesimal substances (tanmatra) 
and gross elements, and the theory that each gross substance is 
composed of the atoms of the primary elements. And in Prasna 
iv. 8 we find the gross elements distinguished from their subtler 
natures, e.g. earth ( prtkivi ), and the subtler state of earth 
(. prthivimatra); J In the Taittirlya, II. i, however, ether (dkdSa) 
is also described as proceeding from Brahman, and the other 
elements, air, fire, water, and earth, are described as each pro¬ 
ceeding directly from the one which directly preceded it. 


1 Cha. vi. ii. « Md. vi. i, 3, + . 
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The Earlier Upanisads 
The World-Soul. 




The conception of a world-soul related to the universe as the 
soul of man to his body is found for the first time in R.V. x. 121, i, 
where he is said to have sprung forth as the firstborn of creation 
from the primeval waters. This being has twice been referred 
to in the 6 veta 5 vatara, in III. 4 and IV. 12. It is indeed very strange 
that this being is not referred to in any of the earlier Upanisads. 
In the two passages in which he has been spoken of, his mythical 
character is apparent.\/He is regarded as one of the earlier 
products in the process of cosmic creation, but his importance 
from the point of view of the development of the theory of 
Brahman or Atman is almost nothing. The fact that neither the 
Purusa, nor the Vtevakarma, nor the Hiranyagarbha played an 
important part in the earlier development of the Upanisads 
leads me to think that the Upanisad doctrines were not directly 
developed from the monotheistic tendencies of the later Rg-Veda 
speculations. JThe passages in &veta£vatara clearly show how from 
the supreme eminence that he had in R.V. X. 121, Hiranyagarbha 
had been brought to the level of one of thecreated beings. Deussen 
in explaining the philosophical significance of the Hiranyagarbha 
doctrine of the Upanisads says that the "entire objective universe is 
possible only in so far as it is sustained by a knowing subject This 
subject as a sustainer of the objective universe is manifested in 
all individual objects but is by no means identical with them. VFor 
the individual objects pass away but the objective universe con¬ 
tinues to exist without them; there exists therefore the eternal 
knowing subject also (<hiranyagarbha ) by whom it is sustained. 
Space and time are derived from this subject. It is itself accord¬ 
ingly not in space and does not belong to time, and therefore 
from an empirical point of view it is in general non-existent; it 
has no empirical but only a metaphysical reality 1 /’ This however 
seems to me to be wholly irrelevant, since the Hiranyagarbha 
doctrine canriot be supposed to have any philosophical importance 
in the Upanisads. 


The Theory of Causation. 

There was practically no systematic theory of causation in the 
Upanisads. Sankara, the later exponent of Vedanta philosophy, 
always tried to show that the Upanisads looked upon the cause 

1 Deussen*s Philosophy of the Upanishads , p. 701. 
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ere ground of change which though unchanged in itself in 
reality had only an appearance of suffering change. This he did 
on the strength of a series of examples in the Chandogya 
Upanisad (vi. i) in which the material cause, e.g. the clay, is 
spoken of as the only reality in all its transformations as the pot, 
the jug or the plate. It is said that though there are so many 
diversities of appearance that one is called the plate, the other the 
pot, and the other the jug, yet these are only empty distinctions of 
name and form, for the only thing real in them is the earth which 
in its essence remains ever the same whether you call it the pot, 
plate, or jug./So it is that the ultimate cause, the unchangeable 
Brahman, remains ever constant, though it may appear to suffer 
change as the manifold world outside. This world is thus only 
an unsubstantial appearance, a mirage imposed upon Brahman, 
the real par excellence. ) 

It seems however that though such a view may be regarded 
as having been expounded in the Upanisads in an imperfect 
manner, there is also side by side the other view which looks 
upon the effect as the product of a real change wrought in the 
cause itself through the action and combination of the elements 
of diversity in it.(Thus when the different objects of nature have 
been spoken of in one place as the product of the combination 
of the three elements fire, water and earth, the effect signifies a real 
change produced by their compounding. This is in germ (as we 
shall see hereafter) the Parinama theory of causation advocated 
by the Samkhya school 1 . 


Doctrine of Transmigration. 

When the Vedic people witnessed the burning of a dead body 
they supposed that the eye of the man went to the sun, his breath 
to the wind, his speech to the fire, his limbs to the different parts 
of the universe. They also believed as we have already seen in 
the recompense of good and bad actions in worlds other than our 
own, and though we hear of such things as the passage of the 
human soul into trees, etc., the tendency towards transmigration 
had but little developed at the time. 

In the Upanisads however we find a clear development in 
the direction of transmigration in two distinct stages. In the one 
the Vedic idea of a recompense in the other world is combined with 

1 Cha. vi. 2-4. 
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^ .^tjjlfqoctrine of transmigration, whereas in the other the doctrine 
of transmigration comes to the forefront in supersession of the 
idea of a recompense in the other world. Thus it is said that 
those-who performed charitable deeds or such public works as the 
digging of wells, etc., follow after death the way of the fathers 
(pitryana\ in which the soul after death enters first into smoke, 
then into night, the dark half of the month, etc., andat last reaches 
the moon; after a residence there as long as the remnant of his 
good deeds remains he descends again through ether, wind, smoke, 
mist, cloud, rain, herbage, food and seed, and through the assimi¬ 
lation of food by man he enters the womb of the mother and is 
born again. Here we see that the soul had not only a recompense 
in the world of the moon, but was re-born again in this world 1 . 

The other way is the way of gods ( devayana), meant for those 
who cultivate faith and asceticism ( tapas ). These souls at death 
enter successively into flame, day, bright half of the month, bright 
half of the year, sun, moon, lightning, and then finally into 
Brahman never to return. Deussen says that “the-meaning of 
the whole is that the soul on the way of the gods reaches regions 
of ever-increasing light, in which is concentrated all that is bright 
and radiant as stations on the way to Brahman the ‘light of 
lights’” (jyotisam jyotihf . 

The other line of thought is a direct reference to the doctrine 
of transmigration unmixed with the idea of reaping the fruits of 
his deeds (karma) by passing through the other worlds and with¬ 
out reference to the doctrine of the ways of the fathers and gods, 
the Yanas . Thus Ysjftavalkya says, “when the soul becomes 
weak (apparent weakness owing to the weakness of the body with 
which it is associated) and falls into a swoon as it were, these senses 
go towards it It (Soul) takes these light particles within itself and 
centres itself only in the heart. Thus when the person in the eye 
turns back, then the soul cannot know colour; (the senses) become ' 
one(with him); (people about him)say he does not see; (the senses) 
become one (with him), he does not smell, (the senses) become 
one (with him), he does not taste, (the senses) become one (with 
him), he does not speak, (the senses) become one (with him), he 
does not hear, (the senses) become one (with him), he does not 
think, (the senses) become one with him, he does not touch, (the 
senses) become one with him, he does not know, they say. The 


1 Cha. v. io. 
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his heart shines and by that shining this soul goes out. 
When he goes out either through the eye, the head, or by any 
other part of the body, the vital function {prana) follows and all 
the senses follow the vital function {prana) in coming out. He 
is then with determinate consciousness and as such he comes 
out Knowledge, the deeds as well as previous experience {prajHa) 
accompany him. Just as a caterpillar going to the end of a blade 
of grass, by undertaking a separate movement collects itself, so 
this self after destroying this body, removing ignorance, by . a 
separate movement collects itself Just as a goldsmith taking a 
small bit of gold, gives to it a newer and fairer form, so the soul 
after destroying this body and removing ignorance fashions a 
newer and fairer form as of the Pitrs, the Gandharvas, the gods, 
of Prajapati or Brahma or of any other being....As he acts and 
behaves so he becomes, good by good deeds, bad by bad deeds, 
virtuous by virtuous deeds and vicious by vice. The man is full 
of desires. As he desires so he wills, as he wills so he works, as 
the work is done so it happens. There is also a verse, being 
attached to that he wants to gain by karma that to which he 
was attached. Having reaped the full fruit (lit. gone to the 
end) of the karma that he does here, he returns back to this 
world for doing karma 1 . So it is the case with those who have 
desires. He who has no desires, who had no desires, who has 
freed himself from all desires, is satisfied in his desires and in 
himself, his senses do not go out. He being Brahma attains 
Brahmahood. Thus the verse says, when all the desires that are 
in his heart are got rid of, the mortal becomes immortal and 
attains Brahma here ” (Brh. iv. iv. i~7). 

A close consideration of the above passage shows that the 
self itself destroyed the body and built up a newer and fairer 
frame by its own activity when it reached the end of the present 
life. At the time of death, the self collected within itself all 
senses and faculties and after death all its previous knowledge, 
work and experience accompanied him. The falling off of the 
body at the time of death is only for the building of a newer 
body either in this world or in the other worlds. The self which 
thus takes rebirth is regarded as an aggregation of diverse cate¬ 
gories. Thus it is said that “he is of the essence of understanding, 

1 It is possible that there is a vague and obscure reference here to the doctrine that 
the fruits of our deeds are reaped in other worlds. 
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>f the vital function, of the visual sense, of the auditory sense, of 
the essence of the five elements (which would make up the 
physical body in accordance with its needs) or the essence of de¬ 
sires, of the essence of restraint of desires, of the essence of anger, of 
the essence of turning off from all anger, of the essence of dharma, 
of the essence of adharma, of the essence of all that is this 
(manifest) and that is that (unmanifest or latent)” (Brh. IV. iv. 5). 
The self that undergoes rebirth is thus a unity not only of moral 
and psychological tendencies, but also of all the elements which 
compose the physical world. The whole process of his changes 
follows from this nature of his ; for whatever he desires, he wills 
and whatever he wills he acts, and in accordance with his acts 
the fruit happens. The whole logic of the genesis of karma and 
its fruits is held up within him, for he is a unity of the moral 
and psychological tendencies on the one hand and elements of 
the physical world on the other. 

The self that undergoes rebirth being a combination of diverse 
psychological and moral tendencies and the physical elements 
holds within itself the principle of all its transformations. The 
root of all this is the desire of the self and the consequent fruition 
of it through will ajfa act. When the self continues to desire and 
act, it reaps the frtfit and comes again to this world for performing 
acts. This worljd is generally regarded as the field for perform¬ 
ing karma, whereas other worlds are regarded as places where the 
fruits of karma are reaped by those born as celestial beings. But 
there is no emphasis in the Upanisads on this point. The PitrySna 
theory is pot indeed given up, but it seems only to form a part 
in the larger scheme of rebirth in other worlds and sometimes in 
this wbrld too. Ail the course of these rebirths is effected by the 
self itself by its own desires, and if it ceases to desire, it suffers no 
rebirth and becomes immortal. The most distinctive feature of 
this doctrine is this, that it refers to desires as the cause of rebirth 4 
and not karma. Karma only comes as the connecting link between 
desires and rebirth—for it is said that whatever a man desires he 
wills, and whatever he wills he acts. 

Thus it is said in another place “ he who knowingly desires is 
born by his desires in those places (accordingly), but for him whose 
desires have been fulfilled and who has realized himself, all his 
desires vanish here” (Mund III. 2. 2). This destruction of desires 
is effected by the right knowledge of the self. “ He who knows 



Transmigration 

self as * I am the person * for what wish and for what desire 
will he trouble the body,,..even being here if we know it, well if 
we do not, what a great destruction” (Brh. IV. iv. 12 and 14). “ In 
former times the wise men did not desire sons, thinking what 
shall we do with sons since this our self is the universe” (Brh. IV. 
iv. 22). None of the complexities of the karma doctrine which 
we find later on in more recent developments of Hindu thought 
can be found in the Upanisads. The whole scheme is worked 
out on the principle of desire (ksma) and karma only serves as 
the link between it and the actual effects desired and willed by 
the person. 

It is interesting to note in this connection that consistently 
with the idea that desires (kama) led to rebirth, we find that 
in some Upanisads the discharge of the semen in the womb of a 
woman as a result of desires is considered as the first birth of 
man, and the birth of the son as the second birth and the birth 
elsewhere after death is regarded as the third birth. Thus it is 
said, “It is in man that there comes first the embryo, which is 
but the semen which is produced as the essence of all parts of 
his body and which holds itself within itself, and when it is put 
in a woman, that is his first birth. That embryo then becomes 
part of the woman’s self like any part of her body; it therefore 
does not hurt her; she protects and develops the embryo within 
herself. As she protects (the embryo) so she also should be 
protected. It is the woman who bears the embryo (before birth) 
but when after birth,the father takes care of the son always, he 
is taking care only of himself, for it is through sons alone that 
the continuity of the existence of people can be maintained. This 
is his second birth. He makes this self of his a representative 
for performing all the virtuous deeds. The other self of his after 
realizing himself and attaining age goes away and when going 
away he is born again that is his third birth ” (Aitareya, II. 1-4) 1 . 
No special emphasis is given in the Upanisads to the sex-desire 
or the desire for a son; for, being called kama, whatever was the 
desire for a son was the same as the desire for money and the 
desire for money was the same as any other worldly desire (Brh. 
iv. iv. 22), and hence sex-desires stand on the same plane as any 
other desire. 


1 See also KausTtaki, II. 15. 
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Emancipation. 

Irhe doctrine which next attracts our attention in this connec¬ 
tion is that of emancipation ( ntuktM Already we know that the 
doctrine of Devayana held that those who were faithful and per¬ 
formed asceticism ( tapas ) went by the way of the gods through 
successive stages never to return to the world and suffer rebirth. 
This could be contrasted with the way of the fathers ( pitryana ) 
where the dead were for a time recompensed in another world and 
then had to suffer rebirth. Thus we find that those who are faith¬ 
ful and perform sraddha had a distinctly different type of goal from 
those who performed ordinary virtues, such as those of a general 
altruistic nature. This distinctionjittains its fullest development 
in the doctrine of emancipation, ^mancipation or Mukti means 
in the Upanisads the state of infiniteness that a man attains 
when he knows his own self and thus becomes Brahman J The 
ceaseless course of transmigration is only for those who are 
ignorant. The wise man however who has divested himself of all 
passions and knows himself to be Brahman, at once becomes 
Brahman and no bondage of any kind can ever affect him,t> 

He who beholds that loftiest and deepest, 

For him the fetters of the heart break asunder, 

For him all doubts are solved, 

And his works become nothingness 1 . 

The knowledge of the self reveals the fact that all our passions 
and antipathies, all our limitations of experience, all that is 
ignoble and small in us, all that is transient and finite in us is 
false. We “ do not know ” but are “ pure knowledge ” ourselves. 
We are not limited by anything, for we are the infinite; we do 
not suffer death, for we are immortal. Emancipation thus is not 
a new acquisition, product, an effect, or result of any action, but 
it always exists as the Truth of our nature. We are always 
emancipated and always free. We do not seem to be so and 
seem to suffer rebirth and thousands of other troubles only because 
we do not know the true nature of our self. Thus it is that the 
true knowledge of self does not lead to emancipation but is 
emancipation itself. (All sufferings and limitations are true only 
so long as we do not Know our self. Emancipation is the natural 
and only goal of man simply because it represents the true nature 
and essence of man. It is the realization of our own nature that 
1 Deussen’s Philosophy of the Ufanishads, p. 35*. 
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called emancipation. Since we are all already and always in 
our own true nature and as such emancipated, the only thing 
necessary for us is to know that we are so. Self-knowledge is there¬ 
fore the only desideratum which can wipe off all false knowledge, 
all illusions of death and rebirth. The story is told in the Katha 
Upanisad that Yama, the lord of death, promised Naciketas, 
the son of Gautama, to grant him three boons at his choice. 
Naciketas, knowing that his father Gautama was offended with 
him, said, “ O death let Gautama be pleased in mind and forget 
his anger against me.” This being granted Naciketas asked the 
second boon that the fire by which heaven is gained should be 
made known to him. This also being granted Naciketas said, 

11 There is this enquiry, some say the soul exists after the death 
of man; others say it does not exist. This I should like to know 
instructed by thee. This is my third boon.” Yama said, u It was 
inquired of old, even by the gods ; for it is not easy to under¬ 
stand it. Subtle is its nature, choose another boon. Do not- 
compel me to this.” Naciketas said, " Even by the gods was it 
inquired before, and even thou O Death sayest that it is not easy 
to understand it, but there is no other speaker to be found like 
thee. There is no other boon like this.” Yama said," Choose sons 
and grandsons who may live a hundred years, choose herds of 
cattle; choose elephants and gold and horses; choose the wide 
expanded earth, and live thyself as many years as thou wishest. 
Or if thou knowest a boon like this choose it together with wealth 
and far-extending life. Be a king on the wide earth. I will make 
thee the enjoyer of all desires. All those desires that are difficult 
to gain in the world of mortals, all those ask thou at thy pleasure; 
those fair nymphs with their chariots, with their musical instru¬ 
ments; the like of them are not to be gained by men. I will give 
them to thee, but do not ask the question regarding death” 
Naciketas replied, "All those enjoyments are of to-morrow and 
they only weaken the senses. All life is short, with thee the 
dance and song. Man cannot be satisfied with wealth, we could 
obtain wealth, as long as we did not reach you we live only as 
long as thou pleasest. The boon which I choose I have said.” 
Yama said, “ One thing is good, another is pleasant. Blessed is 
he who takes the good, but he who chooses the pleasant loses 
the object of man. But thou considering the objects of desire, 
hast abandoned them. These two, ignorance (whose object is 
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what is pleasant) and knowledge (whose object is what is good), 
are known to be far asunder, and to lead to different goals. 
Believing that this world exists and not the other, the careless 
youth is subject to my sway. That knowledge which thou hast 
asked is not to be obtained by argument I know worldly hap¬ 
piness is transient for that firm one is not to be obtained by what 
is not firm. The wise by concentrating on the soul, knowing him 
whom it is hard to behold, leaves both grief and joy. Thee 
O Naciketas, I believe to be like a house whose door is open to 
Brahman. Brahman is deathless, whoever knows him obtains 
whatever he wishes. The wise man is not born; he does not die; 
he is not produced from an 3/where. Unborn, eternal, the soul is 
not slain, though the body is slain; subtler than what is subtle, 
greater than what is great, sitting it goes far, lying it goes every¬ 
where. Thinking the soul as unbodily among bodies, firm among 
fleeting things, the wise man casts off all grief. The soul cannot 
be gained by eloquence, by understanding, or by learning. It 
can be obtained by him alone whom it chooses. To him it reveals 
its own nature 1 .” So long as the Self identifies itself with its desires, 
he wills and acts according to them and reaps the fruits in the 
present and in future lives. But when he comes to know the 
highest truth about himself, that he is the highest essence and prin¬ 
ciple of the universe, the immortal and the infinite, he ceases to have 
desires, and receding from all desires realizes the ultimate truth 
of himself in his own infinitude. Man is as it were the epitome 
of the universe and he holds within himself the fine constituents 
of the gross body (annamaya kosa\ the vital functions {prana- 
maya kosd) of life, the will and desire {manomaya) arid the 
thoughts and ideas (vijndnaniaya), and so long as he keeps him¬ 
self in these spheres and passes through a series of experiences 
in the present life and in other lives to come, these experiences 
are willed by him and in that sense created by him. He suffers 
pleasures and pains, disease and death. But if he retires from 
these into his true unchangeable being, he is in a state where he 
is one with his experience and there is no change and no move¬ 
ment. What this state is cannot be explained by the use of 
concepts. One could only indicate it by pointing out that it is 
not any of those concepts found in ordinary knowledge; it is not 

1 Katha II. The translation is not continuous. There are some parts in the extract 
which may be differently interpreted. 






Emancipation 


.^hstetfer one knows as this and this (neti neti). In this infinite , 

and true self there is no difference, no diversity, no meum and 
tuum. It is like an ocean in which all our phenomenal existence 
will dissolve like salt in water. “ Just as a lump of salt when put 
in water will disappear in it and it cannot be taken out separately 
but in whatever portion of water we taste we find the salt, so, 
Maitreyl, does this great reality infinite and limitless consisting 
only of pure intelligence manifesting itself in all these (phenomenal 
existences) vanish in them and there is then no phenomenal know¬ 
ledge ”(Brh. II. 4. 12). The true self manifests itself in all the 
processes of our phenomenal existences, but ultimately when it 
retires back to itself, it can no longer be found in them. It is a 
state of absolute infinitude of pure intelligence, pure being, and 
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pure blessedness. 



CHAPTER IV 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE SYSTEMS 
OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 

In what Sense is a History of Indian Philosophy possible ? 

It is hardly possible to attempt a history of Indian philosophy 
in the manner in which the histories of European philosophy have 
been written. In Europe from the earliest times, thinkers came 
one after another and offered their independent speculations 
on philosophy. The work of a modern historian consists in 
chronologically arranging these views and in commenting upon 
the influence of one school upon another or upon the general 
change from time to time in the tides and currents of philosophy. 
Here in India, however, the principal systems of philosophy had 
their beginning in times of which we have but scanty record, and 
it is hardly possible to say correctly at what time they began, 
or to compute the influence that led to the foundation of so many 
divergent systems at so early a period, for in all probability these 
were formulated just after the earliest Upanisads had been com¬ 
posed or arranged. 

The systematic treatises were written in short and pregnant 
half-sentences {sutras) which did not elaborate the subject in 
detail, but served only to hold before the reader the lost threads 
of memory of elaborate disquisitions with which he was already 
thoroughly acquainted. It seems, therefore, that these pithy half- 
sentences were like lecture hints, intended for those who had had 
direct elaborate oral instructions on the subject. It is indeed 
difficult to r uess from the sutras the extent of their significance, 
or how far th discussions which they gave rise to in later days were 
originally intended by them. The sutras of the Vedanta system, 
known as the £ariraka-sutras or Brahma-sutras of Badarayana 
for example were of so ambiguous a nature that they gave rise 
to more than half a dozen divergent interpretations, each one 
of which claimed to be the only faithful one. Such was the high 
esteem and respect in which these writers of the sutras were held 
by later writers that whenever they had any new speculations to 
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f these were reconciled with the doctrines of one or other of 
the existing systems, and put down as faithful interpretations of 
the system in the form of commentaries. Such was the hold of 
these systems upon scholars that all the orthodox teachers since 
the foundation of the systems of philosophy belonged to one or 
other of these schools. Their pupils were thus naturally brought 
up in accordance with the views of their teachers. All the in¬ 
dependence of their thinking was limited and enchained by the 
faith of the school to which they were attached. Instead of 
producing a succession of free-lance thinkers having their own 
systems to propound and establish, India had brought forth 
schools of pupils who carried the traditionary views of particular 
systems from generation to generation, who explained and ex¬ 
pounded them, and defended them against the attacks of other 
rival schools which they constantly attacked in order to establish 
the superiority of the system to which they adhered. To take an 
example, the Nyaya system of philosophy consisting of a number 
of half-sentences or sutras is attributed to Gautama, also called 
Aksapada. The earliest commentary on these sutras, called the 
Vatsyayana bhasya , was written by Vatsyayana. This work was 
sharply criticized by the Buddhist Dinnaga, and to answer these 
criticisms Udyotakara wrote a commentary on this commentary 
called the Bhasyavattika\ As time went on the original force 
of this work was lost, and it failed to maintain the old dignity of 
the school. At this.Vacaspati MiSra wrote a commentary called 
Varttika-tdtparyatika on this second commentary, where he tried 
to refute all objections against the NySya system made by other 
rival schools and particularly by the Buddhists. This commentary, 
called Nydya-tatparyatikd, had another commentary called Nyaya - 
tatparyatikd-parisuddhi written by the great Udayana. This 
commentary had another commentary called Nyaya-nibandka- 
prakasa written by Varddhamana the son of the illustrious 
GafigeSa. This again had another commentary c *ed Varddha - 
manendu upon it by Padmanabha Mi£ra, and this again had 
another named Nydya-tdtparyamanalatia by 6afikara Mi£ra. The 
names of Vatsyayana, Vacaspati, and Udayana are indeed very 
great, but ever they contented themselves by writing com¬ 
mentaries on commentaries, and did not try to formulate any 

1 I have preferred to spell Diftnaga after Vacaspati’s Tdtparyatikd (p. i) and not 
Dignaga as it is generally spelt. 
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filial system. Even Sankara, probably the greatest man of 
India after Buddha, spent his life in writing commentaries on the 
Brahma-sutras , the Upanisads, and the Bkagavadgitd. 

As a system passed on it had to meet unexpected opponents 
and troublesome criticisms for which it was not in the least pre¬ 
pared Its adherents had therefore to use all their ingenuity and 
subtlety in support of their own positions, and to discover the 
defects of the rival schools that attacked them. A system as it was 
originally formulated in the sutras had probably but few problems 
to solve, but as it fought its way in the teeth of opposition of 
other schools, it had to offer consistent opinions on other problems 
in which the original views were more or less involved but to 
which no attention had been given before. 

The contributions of the successive commentators served to 
make each system more and more complete in all its parts, and 
stronger and stronger to enable it to hold its own successfully 
against the opposition and attacks of the rival schools. A system 
in the sdtras is weak and shapeless as a newborn babe, but if 
we take it along with its developments down to the beginning 
of the seventeenth century it appears as a fully developed man 
strong and harmonious in all its limbs. It is therefore not possible 
to write any history of successive philosophies of India, but it is 
necessary that each system should be studied and interpreted in 
all the growth it has acquired through the successive ages of 
history from its conflicts with the rival systems as one whole 1 . 
In the history of Indian philosophy we have no place for systems 
which had their importance only so long as they lived and were 
then forgotten or remembered only as targets of criticism. Each 
system grew and developed by the untiring energy of its adherents 
through all the successive ages of history, and a history of this 
growth is a history of its conflicts. No study of any Indian system 
is therefore adequate unless it is taken throughout all the growth 
it attained by the work of its champions, the commentators whose 
selfless toil for it had kept it living through the ages of history. 


1 In the case of some systems it is indeed possible to suggest one or two earlier 
phases of the system, but this principle cannot be carried all through, for the supple¬ 
mentary information and arguments given by the later commentators often appear as 
harmonious elaborations of the earlier writings and are very seldom in conflict with them. 



Growth of the Philosophic Literature 
Growth of the Philosophic Literature. 



It is difficult to say how the systems were originally formulated, 
and what were the influences that led to it We know that a 
spirit of philosophic enquiry had already begun in the days of the 
earliest Upanisads. The spirit of that enquiry was that the final 
essence or truth was the atman, that a search after it was our 
highest duty, and that until we are ultimately merged in it we 
can only feel this truth and remain uncontented with everything 
else and say that it is not the truth we want, it is not the truth we 
want (neti neti\ Philosophical enquires were however continuing 
in circles other than those of the Upanisads. Thus the Buddha 
who closely followed the early Upanisad period, spoke of and enu¬ 
merated sixty-two kinds of heresies 1 , and these can hardly be 
traced in the Upanisads. The Jaina activities were also probably 
going on contemporaneously but in the Upanisads no reference 
to these can be found. We may thus reasonably suppose that there 
were different forms of philosophic enquiry in spheres other than 
those of the Upanisad sages, of which we have but scanty records. 
It seems probable that the Hindu systems of thought originated 
among the sages who though attached chiefly to the Upanisad 
circles used to take note of the discussions and views of the antago¬ 
nistic and heretical philosophic circles. In the assemblies of these 
sages and their pupils, the views of the heretical circles were prob¬ 
ably discussed and refuted. So it continued probably for some time 
when some illustrious member of the assembly such as Gautama 
or Kanada collected the purport of these discussions on various 
topics and problems, filled up many of the missing links, classified 
and arranged these in the form of a system of philosophy and 
recorded it in sutras. These sutras were intended probably for 
people who had attended the elaborate oral discussions and thus 
could easily follow the meaning of the suggestive phrases con¬ 
tained in the aphorisms. The sutras thus contain sometimes 
allusions to the views of the rival schools and indicate the way in 
which they could be refuted. The commentators were possessed 
of the general drift of the different discussions alluded to and 
conveyed from generation to generation through an unbroken 
chain of succession of teachers and pupils. They were however 
free to supplement these traditionary explanations with their own 

1 Brakmaj&la-sutta, Dlgha , I. p. 12 ff. 
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5 v*Sws or to modify and even suppress such of the traditional 
views with which they did not agree or which they found it diffi¬ 
cult to maintain. Brilliant oppositions from the opposing schools 
often made it necessary for them to offer solutions to new pioblems 
unthought of before, but put forward by some illustrious adherent 
of a rival school. In order to reconcile these new solutions with 
the other parts of the system, the commentators never hesitated to 
offer such slight modifications of the doctrines as could harmonize 
them into a complete whole. These elaborations or modifications 
generally developed the traditionary system, but did not effect any 
serious change in the system as expounded by the older teachers, 
for the new exponents always bound themselves to the explana¬ 
tions of the older teachers and never contradicted them. They 
would only interpret them to suit their own ideas, or say new things 
only in those cases where the older teachers had remained silent. 
It is not therefore possible to describe the growth of any system 
by treating the contributions of the individual commentators sepa¬ 
rately. This would only mean unnecessary repetition. Except 
when there is a specially new development, the system is to be 
interpreted on the basis of the joint work of the commentators 
treating their contributions as forming one whole. 

The fact that each system had to contend with other rival 
systems in order to hold its own has left its permanent mark 
upon all the philosophic literatures of India which are always 
written in the form of disputes, where the writer is supposed to 
be always faced with objections from rival schools to whatever 
he has got to say. At each step he supposes certain objections 
put forth against him which he answers, and points out the defects 
of the objector or shows that the objection itself is ill founded.. It 
is thus through interminable by ways of objections, counter-objec¬ 
tions and their answers that the writer can wend his way to his 
destination. Most often the objections of the rival schools are 
referred to in so brief a manner that those only who know the 
views can catch them. To add to these difficulties the Sanskrit 
style of most of the commentaries is so condensed and different 
from literary Sanskrit, and aims so much at precision and brevity, 
leading to the use of technical words current in the diverse systems, 
that a study of these becomes often impossible without the aid 
of an expert preceptor; it is difficult therefore for all who are not 
widely read in all the different systems to follow any advanced 
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k of any particular system, as the deliberations of that par¬ 
ticular system are expressed in such close interconnection with 
the views of other systems that these can hardly be understood 
without them. Each system of India has grown (at least in 
particular epochs) in relation to and in opposition to the growth 
of other systems of thought, and to be a thorough student of Indian 
philosophy one should study all the systems in their mutual 
opposition and relation from the earliest times to a period at 
which they ceased to grow and came to a stop—a purpose for 
which a work like the present one may only be regarded as 
forming a preliminary introduction. 

Besides the sutras and their commentaries there are also in¬ 
dependent treatises on the systems in verse called kdrikds , which 
try to summarize the important topics of any system in a succinct 
manner; the Sdmkhya karika may be mentioned as a work of this 
kind. In addition to these there were also long dissertations, 
commentaries, or general observations on any system written in 
verses called the varttikas; the Slokavarttika, of Kumarila or the 
Varttika of Sure&vara may be mentioned as examples. All these 
of course had their commentaries to explain them. In addition 
to these there were also advanced treatises on the systems in prose 
in which the writers either nominally followed some selected 
sutras or proceeded independently of them. Of the former class 
the Nyayamanjarl of Jayanta may be mentioned as an example 
and of the latter the Prasastapada bhasya , the Advaitasiddhi of 
Madhusudana Sarasvati or the Vedanta-paribhasd of DharmarS- 
jadhvarlndra. The more remarkable of these treatises were of a 
masterly nature in which the writers represented the systems they 
adhered to in a highly forcible and logical manner by dint of 
their own great mental powers and genius. These also had their 
commentaries to explain and elaborate them. The period of the 
growth of the philosophic literatures of India begins from about 
500 B.C. (about the time of the Buddha) and practically ends in 
the later half of the seventeenth century, though even now some 
minor publications are seen to come out. 


The Indian Systems of Philosophy. 

The Hindus classify the systems of philosophy into two classes, 
namely, the ndstika and the astika. The nastika (na asti “it is 
not”) views are those which neither regard the Vedas as infallible 


5—2 




MINISr/jy 



Observations on Systems of Indian Philosophy 




.ior try to establish their own validity on their authority. These are 
principally three in number, the Buddhist, Jaina and the Carvaka. 
The astika-mata or orthodox schools are six in number, Samkhya, 
Yoga, Vedanta, Mlmamsa, Nyaya and VaiSesika, generally known 
as the six systems (saddarsanaS). 

The Samkhya is ascribed to a mythical Kapila, but the 
earliest works on the subject are probably now lost. The Yoga 
system is attributed to Pataftjali and the original sutras are called 
the Patanjala Yoga sutras . The general metaphysical position 
of these two systems with regard to soul, nature, cosmology and 
the final goal is almost the same, and the difference lies in this 
that the Yoga system acknowledges a god ( Isvara ) as distinct 
from Atman and lays much importance on certain mystical 
practices (commonly known as Yoga practices) for the achieve¬ 
ment of liberation, whereas the Samkhya denies the existence of 
Isvara and thinks that sincere philosophic thought and culture 
are sufficient to produce the true conviction of the truth and 
thereby bring about liberation. It is probable that the system 
of Samkhya associated with Kapila and the Yoga system 
associated with Pataftjali are but two divergent modifications of 
an original Samkhya schooi, of which we now get only references 
here and there. These systems therefore though generally counted 
as two should more properly be looked upon as two different 
schools of the same Samkhya system-one may be called the 
Kapila Samkhya and the other Patafijala Samkhya. 

The Purva Mlmamsa (from the root man to think—rational 
conclusions) cannot properly be spoken of as a system of philo¬ 
sophy. It is a systematized code of principles in accordance with 
which the Vedic texts are to be interpreted for purposes of sacrifices. 


1 The word “ dar&ana ** in the sense of true philosophic knowledge has its earliest 
use in the Va&fika sutras of Kanada (ix. ii. 13) which I consider as pre-Buddhistic. 
The Buddhist pitakas (400 B.c.) called the heretical opinions “ ditthi ” (Sanskrit—dr§ti 
from the same root drt from which dar&ina is formed). Haribhadra (fifth century a.d.) 
uses the word DarSana in the sense of systems of philosophy {sarvadarSanavdcyo' 
rthah—Saddarianasatntucaya I.). Ratnakirtti (end of the tenth century a.d.) uses the 
word also in the same sense (“ Yadi ndma dar&aru dartane nan&prakaram sattvalak- 
} anam uktamastiKsanabhangasiddhi in Six Buddhist Nyaya tracts , p. so). Madhava 
(133r a. D. ) calls his Compendium of all systems of philosophy, Sarvadarsanasamgraha . 
The word “ mata ” (opinion or view) was also freely used in quoting the views of other 
systems. But there is no word to denote ‘philosophers’ in the technical sense. The 
Buddhists used to call those who held heretical views “ tairthtka” The words “ siddha, 

4. jfianin” etc. do not denote philosophers in the modern sepse, they are used rather in 
the sense of “ seers” or “perfects.” 
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he Vedic texts were used as mantras (incantations) for sacrifices, 
and people often disputed as to the relation of words in a 
sentence or their mutual relative importance with reference to the 
general drift of the sentence. There were also differences of view 
with regard to the meaning of a sentence, the use to which it may 
be applied as a mantra, its relative importance or the exact 
nature of its connection with other similar sentences in a complex 
Vedic context The Mlmamsa formulated some principles accord¬ 
ing to which one could arrive at rational and uniform solutions 
for all these difficulties. Preliminary to these its main objects, it 
indulges in speculations with regard to the external world, soul, 
perception, inference, the validity of the Vedas, or the like, for in 
order that a man might perform sacrifices with mantras, a definite 
order of the universe and its relation to man or the position and 
nature of the mantras of the Veda must be demonstrated and 
established. Though its interest in such abstract speculations is 
but secondary yet it briefly discusses these in order to prepare a 
rational ground for its doctrine of the mantras and their practical 
utility for man. It is only so far as there are these preliminary 
discussions in the Mlmamsa that it may be called a system of 
philosophy. Its principles and maxims for the interpretation of 
the import of words and sentences have a legal value even to this 
day. The sutras of Mlmamsa are attributed to Jaimini, and Sahara 
wrote a bhasya upon it The two great names in the history of 
Mlmamsa literature after jaimini and Sahara are KumSrila Bhatta 
and his pupil Prabhskara, who criticized the opinions of his master 
so much, that the master used to call him guru (master) in sarcasm, 
and to this day his opinions pass as guru-mata , whereas the views 
of Kumarila Bhatta pass as bkatta-mata 1 . It may not be out of 
place to mention here that Hindu Law ( stnrti ) accepts without 
any reservation the maxims and principles settled and formulated 
by the Mlmamsa. 


1 There is a story that Kumarila could not understand the meaning of a Sanskrit 
sentence “Atra tunoktam tatrdpinoktam iti paunaruktam” (hence spoken twice). 
Tunoktam phonetically admits of two combinations, tu noktam (but not said) and fund 
uktam (said by the particle tu) and tatr&pi noktam as tatra apt na uktam (not. said also 
there) and tatra apind uktam (said there by the particle apt). Under the first inter¬ 
pretation the sentence would mean, 14 Not spoken here, not spoken there, it is thus spoken 
twice.” This puzzled Kumarila, when Prabhakara taking the second meaning pointed 
out to him that the meaning was 14 here it is indicated by tu and there by api , and so it is 
indicated twice.” Kumarila was so pleased that he called his pupil “Guru” (master) 
at this. 
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The Vedanta sutras , also called Uttara Mlmamsa, written by 
Badarayana, otherwise known as the Brahma-sutras , form the 
original authoritative work of Vedanta. The word Vedanta means 
“end of the Veda,” i.e. the Upanisads, and the Vedanta sutras are 
so called as they are but a summarized statement of the general 
views of the Upanisads. This work is divided into four books or 
adhyayas and each adhyaya is divided into four padas or chapters. 
The first four sutras of the work commonly known as Catuhsutri 
are (i) How to ask about Brahman, (2) From whom proceed birth 
and decay, (3) This is because from him the Vedas have come forth, 
(4) This is shown by the harmonious testimony of the Upanisads. 
The whole of the first chapter of the second book is devoted to 
justifying the position of the Vedanta against the attacks of the 
rival schools. The second chapter of the second book is busy in 
dealing blows at rival systems. All the other parts of the book are 
devoted to settling the disputed interpretations of a number of in¬ 
dividual Upanisad texts. The really philosophical portion of the 
work is thus limited to the first four sutras and the first and second 
chapters of the second book. The other portions are like com¬ 
mentaries to the Upanisads, which however contain many theo¬ 
logical views of the system. The first commentary of the Brahma - 
sutra was probably written by BaudhSyana, which however is not 
available now. The earliest commentary that is now found is that 
of the great Sankara. His interpretations of the Brahma-sutras 
together with all the commentaries and other works that follow 
his views are popularly known as Vedanta philosophy, though 
this philosophy ought more properly to be called Vi£uddhadvaita- 
vada school of Vedanta philosophy (i.e. the Vedanta philosophy 
of the school of absolute monism). Variant forms of dualistic 
philosophy as represented by the Vaisnavas, 6aivas, Ramayatas, 
etc., also claim to express the original purport of the Brahma 
sutras. We thus find that apostles of dualistic creeds such as 
Ramanuja, Vallabha, Madhva, firikantha, Baladeva, etc., have 
written independent commentaries on the Brakma-sutra to show 
that the philosophy as elaborated by themselves is the view of 
the Upanisads and as summarized in the Brahma-sutras . These 
differed largely and often vehemently attacked Sankara’s inter¬ 
pretations of the same sutras. These systems as expounded by 
them also pass by the name of Vedanta as these are also claimed 
to be the real interpretations intended by the Vedanta (Upanisads) 
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the Vedanta sutras, Of these the system of Ramanuja has 
great philosophical importance. 

The Nyay a sutras attributed to Gautama, called also Aksapfida, 
and the Vaisesika sutras attributed to Kanada, called also Uiuka, 
represent the same system for all practical purposes. They are 
in later times considered to differ only in a few points of minor 
importance. So far as the sutras are concerned the Nyaya sutras 
lay particular stress on the cultivation of logic as an art, while 
the Vaisesika sutras deal mostly with metaphysics and physics. 
In addition to these six systems, the Tantras had also philoso¬ 
phies of their own, which however may generally be looked upon 
largely as modifications of the Samkhya and Vedanta systems, 
though their own contributions are also noteworthy. 


Some fundamental Points of Agreement. 

I. The Karma Theory . 

It is, however, remarkable that with the exception of the 
Carvaka materialists all the other systems agree on some funda¬ 
mental points of importance. The systems of philosophy in India 
were not stirred up merely by the speculative demands of the 
human mind which has a natural inclination for indulging in 
abstract thought, but by a deep craving after the realization of 
the religious purpose of life. It is surprising to note that the 
postulates, aims and conditions for such a realization were found 
to be identical in all the conflicting systems. Whatever may be 
their differences of opinion in other matters, so far as the general 
postulates for the realization of the transcendent state, the summum 
bonum of life, were concerned, all the systems were practically in 
thorough agreement. It may be worth while to note some of them 
at this stage. 

First, the theory of Karma and rebirth. All the Indian systems 
agree in believing that whatever action is done by an individual 
leaves behind it some sort of. potency which has the power to 
ordain for him joy or sorrow in the future according as it is good 
or bad. When the fruits of the actions are such that they cannot 
be enjoyed in the present life or in a human life, the individual 
has to take another birth as a man or any other being in order to 
suffer them. 

The Vedic belief that the mantras uttered in the correct accent 
at the sacrifices with the proper observance of all ritualistic 
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ietails, exactly according to the directions without the slightest 
error even in the smallest trifle, had something like a magical 
virtue automatically to produce the desired object immediately 
or after a lapse of time, was probably the earliest form of the 
Karma doctrine. It postulates a semi-conscious belief that certain 
mystical actions can produce at a distant time certain effects 
without the ordinary process of the instrumentality of visible 
agents of ordinary cause and effect. When the sacrifice is per¬ 
formed, the action leaves such an unseen magical virtue, called 
the adrsta (the unseen) or the apurva (new), that by it the desired 
object will be achieved in a mysterious manner, for the modus 
operandi of the apicrva is unknown. There is also the notion 
prevalent in the Samhitas, as we have already noticed, that he 
who commits wicked deeds suffers in another world, whereas he 
who performs good deeds enjoys the highest material pleasures. 
These were probably associated with the conception of rta } the 
inviolable order of things. Thus these are probably the elements 
which built up the Karma theory which we find pretty well 
established but notemphasized in the Upanisads, where it is said 
that according to good or bad actions men will have good or bad 
births. 

To notice other relevant points in connection with the Karma 
doctrine as established in the astika systems we find that it was 
believed that the unseen ( adrsta ) potency of the action generally 
required some time before it could be fit for giving the doer the 
merited punishment or enjoyment These would often accumulate 
and prepare the items of suffering and enjoyment for the doer in 
his next life. Only the fruits of those actions which are extremely 
wicked or particularly good could be reaped in this life. The 
nature of the next birth of a man is determined by the nature of 
pleasurable or painful experiences that have been made ready for 
him by his maturing actions of this life. If the experiences deter¬ 
mined for him by his action are such that they are possible to be 
realized in the life of a goat, the man will die and be born as a 
goat. As there is no ultimate beginning in time of this world 
process, so there is no time at which any person first began his 
actions or experiences. Man has had an infinite number of past 
lives of the most varied nature, and the instincts of each kind of 
life exist dormant in the life of every individual, and thus when¬ 
ever he has any particular birth as this or that animal or man, 
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:cial instincts of that life (technically called vasana) d 
In accordance with these vasanas the person passes through 
the painful or pleasurable experiences as determined for him by 
his action. The length of life is also determined by the number 
and duration of experiences as preordained by the fructifying 
actions of his past life. When once certain actions become fit for 
giving certain experiences, these cannot be avoided, but those 
actions which have not matured are uprooted once for all if the 
person attains true knowledge as advocated by philosophy. But 
even such an emancipated ( mukta) person has to pass through 
the pleasurable or painful experiences ordained for him by the 
actions just ripened for giving their fruits. There are four kinds 
of actions, white or virtuous (Jukla) > black or wicked ( krsna\ 
white-black or partly virtuous and partly vicious ( iukla-kxsna ) as 
most of our actions are, neither black nor white ( asuklakrsqa), 
i.e. those acts of self-renunciation or meditation which are not 
associated with any desires for the fruit. It is only when a person 
can so restrain himself as to perform only the last kind of action 
that he ceases to accumulate any new karma for giving fresh fruits. 
He has thus only to enjoy the fruits of his previous karmas which 
have ripened for giving fruits, If in the meantime he attains true 
knowledge, all his past accumulated actions become destroyed, 
and as his acts are only of the a£uklakrsna type no fresh karma 
for ripening is accumulated, and thus he becomes divested of all 
karma after enjoying the fruits of the ripened karmas alone. 

The Jains think that through the actions of body, speech 
and mind a kind of subtle matter technically called karma is pro¬ 
duced. The passions of a man act like a viscous substance that 
attracts this karma matter, which thus pours into the soul and 
sticks to it. The karma matter thus accumulated round the soul 
during the infinite number of past lives is technically called kar - 
masarira, which encircles the soul as it passes on from birth to birth. 
This karma matter sticking to the soul gradually ripens and ex¬ 
hausts itself in ordaining the sufferance of pains or the enjoyment 
of pleasures for the individual. While some karma matter is being 
expended in this way, other karma matters are accumulating by 
his activities, and thus keep him in a continuous process of 
suffering and enjoyment. The karma matter thus accumulated 
in the soul produces a kind of coloration called lesya , such as 
white, black, etc., which marks the character of the soul. The 
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idea of the sukla and krsna karmas of the Yoga system was pro¬ 
bably suggested by the Jaina view. But when a man is free from 
passions, and acts in strict compliance with the rules of conduct, 
his actions produce karma which lasts but for a moment and is 
then annihilated. Every karma that the sage has previously 


earned has its predestined limits within which it must take effect 
and be purged away. But when by contemplation and the strict 
adherence to the five great vows, no new karma is generated, and 
when all the karmas are exhausted the worldly existence of the 
person rapidly draws towards its end. Thus in the last stage of 
contemplation, all karma being annihilated, and all activities 
having ceased, the soul leaves the body and goes up to the top 
of the universe, where the liberated souls stay for ever. 

Buddhism also contributes some new traits to the karma 
theory which however being intimately connected with their 
metaphysics will be treated later on. 


2 . The Doctrine of Mukti. 

Not only do the Indian systems agree as to the cause of the 
inequalities in the share of sufferings and enjoyments in the case 
of different persons, and the manner in which the cycle of births 
and rebirths has been kept going from beginningless time, on the 
basis of the mysterious connection of one’s actions with the 
happenings of the world, but they also agree in believing that 
this beginningless chain of karma and its fruits, of births and re¬ 
births, this running on from beginningless time has somewhere 
its end. This end was not to be attained at some distant time or 
in some distant kingdom, but was to be sought within us. Karma 
leads us to this endless cycle, and if we could divest ourselves of 
all such emotions, ideas or desires as lead us to action we should 
find within us the actionless self which neither suffers nor enjoys, 
neither works nor undergoes rebirth. When the Indians, wearied 
by the endless bustle and turmoil of worldly events, sought for and 
believed that somewhere a peaceful goal could be found, they 
generally hit upon the self of man. The belief that the soul could 
be realized in some stage as being permanently divested of all 
action, feelings or ideas, led logically to the conclusion that the 
connection of the soul with these worldly elements was extraneous, 
artificial or even illusory. In its true nature the soul is untouched 
by the impurities of our ordinary life, and it is through ignorance 
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ssion as inherited from the cycle of karma from beginning¬ 
less time that we connect it with these. The realization of this 
transcendent state is the goal and final achievement of this endless 
cycle of births and rebirths through karma. The Buddhists did 
not admit the existence of soul, but recognized that the final 
realization of the process of karma is to be found in the ultimate 
dissolution called Nirvana, the nature of which we shall discuss 


later on. 


3. Tiie Doctrine of Soul. 


All the Indian systems except Buddhism admit the existence 
of a permanent entity variously called atman, purusa or jlva. 
As to the exact nature of this soul there are indeed diver¬ 
gences of view. Thus while the Nyaya calls it absolutely 
qualityless and characterless, indeterminate unconscious entity, 
Samkhya describes it as being of the nature of pure conscious¬ 
ness, the Vedanta says that it is that fundamental point of unity 
implied in pure consciousness (cit\ pure bliss ( ananda ), and pure 
being (sat). But all agree in holding that it is pure and unsullied 
in its nature and that all impurities of action or passion do not 
form a real part of it. The summutn bonum of life is attained 
when all impurities are removed and the pure nature of the self 
is thoroughly and permanently apprehended and all other ex¬ 
traneous connections with it are absolutely dissociated. 


The Pessimistic Attitude.towards the World and the 
Optimistic Faith in the end. 

Though the belief that the world is full of sorrow has not been 
equally prominently emphasized in all systems, yet it may be 
considered as being shared by all of them. It finds its strongest 
utterance in Samkhya, Yoga, and Buddhism. This interminable 
chain of pleasurable and painful experiences was looked upon as 
nearing no peaceful end but embroiling and entangling us in the 
meshes of karma, rebirth, and sorrow. What appear as pleasures 
are but a mere appearance for the attempt to keep them steady is 
painful, there is pain when we lose the pleasures or when we are 
anxious to have them. When the pleasures are so much asso¬ 
ciated with pains they are but pains themselves. We are but duped 
when we seek pleasures, for they are sure to lead us to pain. All 
our experiences are essentially sorrowful and ultimately sorrow- 
begetting. Sorrow is the ultimate truth of this process of the 
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orld. That which to an ordinary person seems pleasurable 
appears to a wise person or to a yogin who has a clearer vision as 
painful. The greater the knowledge the higher is the sensitiveness 
to sorrow and dissatisfaction with world experiences. The yogin 
is like the pupil of the eye to which even the smallest grain of dis¬ 
turbance is unbearable. This sorrow of worldly experiences cannot 
be removed by bringing in remedies for each sorrow as it comes, 
for the moment it is remedied another sorrow comes in. It cannot 
also be avoided by mere inaction or suicide, for we are continually 
being forced to action by our nature, and suicide will but lead to 
another life of sorrow and rebirth. The only wajr to get rid of 
it is by the, culmination of moral greatness and true knowledge 
which uproot sorrow once for all. It is our ignorance that the self 
is intimately connected with the experiences of life or its pleasures, 
that leads us to action and arouses passion in us for the enjoy¬ 
ment of pleasures and other emotions and activities. Through 
the highest moral elevation a man may attain absolute dispassion 
towards world-experiences and retire in body, mind, and speech 
from all worldly concerns. When the mind is so purified, the self 
shines in its true light, and its true nature is rightly conceived. 
When this is once done the self can never again be associated 
with passion or ignorance. It becomes at this stage ultimately 
dissociated from citta which contains within it the root of all 
emotions, ideas, and actions. Thus emancipated the self for ever 
conquers all sorrow. It is important, however, to note in this 
connection that emancipation is not based on a general aversion 
to intercourse with the world or on such feelings as a disappointed 
person may have, but on the appreciation of the state of mukti 
as the supremely blessed one. The details of the pessimistic 
creed of each system have developed from the logical necessity 
peculiar to each system. There was never the slightest tendency 
to shirk the duties of this life, but to rise above them through 
right performance and right understanding. It is only when a 
man rises to the highest pinnacle of moral glory that he is fit for 
aspiring to that realization of selfhood in comparison with which 
all worldly things or even the joys of Heaven would not only 
shrink into insignificance, but appear in their true character as 
sorrowful and loathsome. It is when his mind has thus turned from 
all ordinary joys that he can strive towards his ideal of salvation. 
In fact it seems to me that a sincere religious craving after some 
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blessedness and quiet of self-realization is indeed the funda¬ 
mental fact from which not only her philosophy but many of the 
complex phenomena of the civilization of India can be logically 
deduced. The sorrow around us has no fear for us if we remember 
that we are naturally sorrowless and blessed in ourselves. The 
pessimistic view loses all terror as it closes in absolute optimistic 
confidence in one’s own self and the ultimate destiny and goal of 
emancipation. 


Unity in Indian Sadhana (philosophical, religious 
and ethical endeavours). 

As might be expected the Indian systems are all agreed upon 
the general principles of ethical conduct which must be followed 
for the attainment of salvation. That all passions are to be con¬ 
trolled, no injury to life in any form should be done, and that all 
desire for pleasures should be checked, are principles which are 
almost universally acknowledged. When a man attains a very 
high degree of moral greatness he has to strengthen and prepare 
his mind for further purifying and steadying it for the attainment 
of his ideal; and most of the Indian systems are unanimous with 
regard to the means to be employed for the purpose. There are 
indeed divergences in certain details or technical names, but the 
means to be adopted for purification are almost everywhere essen¬ 
tially the same as those advocated by the Yoga system. It is only 
in later times that devotion (bhakti) is seen to occupy a more 
prominent place specially in Vaisnava schools of thought. Thus 
it was that though there were many differences among the various 
systems, yet their goal of life, their attitude towards the world and 
the means for the attainment of the goal ( sadhana ) being funda- 
mentallythesame, there was a unique unityin the practical sadhana 
of almost all the Indian systems. The religious craving has been 
universal in India and this uniformity of sadhana has therefore 
secured for India a unity in all her aspirations and strivings. 








CHAPTER V 

BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHY 

Many scholars are of opinion that the Samkhya and the Yoga 
represent the earliest systematic speculations of India. It is also 
suggested that Buddhism drew much of its inspiration from them. 
It may be that there is some truth in such a view, but the 
systematic Samkhya and Yoga treatises as we have them had 
decidedly been written after Buddhism. Moreover it is well-known 
to every student of Hindu philosophy that a conflict with the 
Buddhists has largely stimulated philosophic enquiry in most of 
the systems of Hindu thought. A knowledge of Buddhism is 
therefore indispensable for a right understanding of the different 
systems in their mutual relation and opposition to Buddhism. It 
seems desirable therefore that I should begin with Buddhism 
first 

The State of Philosophy in India before the Buddha. 

It is indeed difficult to give a short sketch of the different 
philosophical speculations that were prevalent in India before 
Buddhism. The doctrines of the Upanisads are well known, and 
these have already been briefly described. But these were not the 
only ones. Even in the Upanisads we find references to diverse 
atheistical creeds 1 . We find there that the origin of the world 
and its processes were sometimes discussed, and some thought 
that “ time ” was the ultimate cause of all, others that all these 
had sprung forth by their own nature ( svabhava ), others that 
everything had come forth in accordance with an inexorable 
destiny or a fortuitous concourse of accidental happenings, or 
* through matter combinations in general. References to diverse 
kinds of heresies are found in Buddhist literature also, but no 
detailed accounts of these views are known. Of the Upanisad 
type of materialists the two schools of Carvakas (Dhurtta and 
SuSiksita) are referred to in later literature, though the time in 
which these flourished cannot rightly be discovered*. But it seems 

' i £vet§ivatara,i. 1, kdlahsvabhdboniyatiryadrcckdbkut&niyonihpuru^aHicintyam. 
a Lokayata (literally, that which is found among people in general) seems to have 
been the name by which all carvaka doctrines were generally known. See Gn^aratna 
on the Lokayatas. 


Cdrvdkas 

Tibbie however that the allusion to the materialists contained 
in the Upanisads refers to these or to similar schools. T e v 
Carvakas did not believe in the authority of the Vedas or any 
other holy scripture. According to them there was no soul. Life 
and consciousness were the products of the combination of matter, 
just as red colour was the result of mixing up white with 
yellow or as the power of intoxication was generated in molasses 
imadaiakti). There is no after-life, and no reward of actions, as 
there is neither virtue nor vice. Life is only for enjoyment. So 
long as it lasts it is needless to think of anything else, as every¬ 
thing will end with death, for when at death the body is burnt 
to ashes there cannot be any rebirth. They do not believe in 
the validity of inference. Nothing is trustworthy but what can 
be directly perceived, for it is impossible to determine that the 
distribution of the middle term (hetu) has not depended upon 
some extraneous condition, the absence of which might destroy 
the validity of any particular piece of inference. If in any case 
any inference comes to be true, it is only an accidental fact and 
there is no certitude about it. They were called CarvSka because 
they would only eat but would not accept any other religious or 
moral responsibility. The word comes from carv to eat. The 
Dhurtta Carvakas held that there was nothing but the four 
elements of earth, water, air and fire, and that the body was but the 
result of atomic combination. There was no self or soul, no 
virtue or vice. The SuSiksita Carvakas held that there was 
a soul apart from the body but that it also was destroyed with 
the destruction of the body. The original work of the Carvakas 
was written in sutras probably by Brhaspati. Jayanta and Gunar- 
atna quote two sutras from it. Short accounts of this school may be 
found in Jayanta’s Nyayamanjari , Madhava’s Sarvadarsanasam- 
graha and Gunaratna’s Tarkarakasyadipika. Mahdbhdrata gives 
an account of a man called CSrvaka meeting Yudhisthira. 

Side by side with the doctrine of the Carvaka materialists we 
are reminded of the Ajivakas of which Makkhali Gosala, probably 
a renegade disciple of the Jain saint Mahavira and a contemporary 
of Buddha and Mahavira, was the leader. This was a thorough¬ 
going determinism denying the free will of man and his moral 
responsibility for any so-called good or evil. The essence of 
Makkhali’s system is this, that 14 there is no cause, either proximate 
or remote, for the depravity of beings or for their purity. They 
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*^/b6come so without any cause. Nothing depends either on one’s 
own efforts or on the efforts of others, in short nothing depends 
on any human effort, for there is no such thing as power or energy, 
or human exertion. The varying conditions at any time are due 
to fate, to their environment and their own nature 1 /’ 

Another sophistical school led by Ajita Kesakambali taught 
that there was no fruit or result of good or evil deeds; there is no 
other world, nor was this one real; nor had parents nor any 
former lives any efficacy with respect to this life. Nothing that 
we can do prevents any of us alike from being wholly brought to 
an end at death 2 . 

There were thus at least three currents of thought: firstly the 
sacrificial Karma by the force of the magical rites of which any 
person could attain anything he desired; secondly the Upanisad 
teaching that the Brahman, the self, is the ultimate reality and 
being, and all else but name and form which pass away but do 
not abide. That which permanently abides without change is the 
real and true, and this is self. Thirdly the nihilistic conceptions 
that there is no law, no abiding reality, that everything comes 
into being by a fortuitous concourse of circumstances or by some 
unknown fate. In each of these schools, philosophy had probably 
come to a deadlock. There were the Yoga practices prevalent in 
the country and these were accepted partly on the strength of 
traditional custom among certain sections, and partly by virtue 
of the great spiritual, intellectual and physical power which they 
gave to those who performed them. But these had no rational 
basis behind them on which they could lean for support. These 
were probably then just tending towards being affiliated to the 
nebulous Samkhya doctrines which had grown up among certain 
sections. It was at this juncture that we find Buddha erecting 
a new superstructure of thought on altogether original lines which 
thenceforth opened up a new avenue of philosophy for all posterity 
to come. If the Being of the Upanisads, the superlatively motion¬ 
less, was the only real, how could it offer scope for further new 
speculations, as it had already discarded all other matters of 
interest ? If everything was due to a reasonless fortuitous con¬ 
course of circumstances, reason could not proceed further in the 
direction to create any philosophy of the unreason. The magical 

1 SdmaMiapkala-sutta , Digha , II. 20 Hoeml^s article on the Ajivakas, E. R, E. 

2 Samaiinaphala-sutta , II. 23. 
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of the hocus-pocus of sorcery or sacrifice had but little that 
was inviting for philosophy to proceed on. If we thus take into 
account the state of Indian philosophic culture before Buddha, 
we shall be better able to understand the value of the Buddhistic 
contribution to philosophy. 


Buddha: his Life. 

Gautama the Buddha was born in or about the year 560 B.C. 
in the Lumbini Grove near the ancient town of Kapilavastu in 
the now dense terai region of Nepal. His father was Suddhodana, 
a prince of the Sakya clan, and his mother Queen Mahamaya. 
According to the legends it was foretold of him that he would 
enter upon the ascetic life when he should see * A decrepit old 
man, a diseased man, a dead man, and a monk.” His father tried 
his best to keep him away from these by marrying him and 
surrounding him with luxuries. But on successive occasions, 
issuing from the palace, he was confronted by those four 
things, which filled him with amazement and distress, and 
realizing the impermanence of all earthly things determined to 
forsake his home and try if he could to discover some means to 
immortality to remove the sufferings of men. He made his “Great 
Renunciation ” when he was twenty-nine years old. He travelled 
on foot to Rajagrha (Rajgir) and thence to Uruvela, where in 
company with other five ascetics he entered upon a course of 
extreme self-discipline, carrying his austerities to such a length 
that his body became utterly emaciated and he fell down sense¬ 
less and was believed to be dead. After six years of this great 
struggle he was convinced that the truth was not to be won by 
the way of extreme asceticism, and resuming an ordinary course 
of life at last attained absolute and supreme enlightenment There¬ 
after the Buddha spent a life prolonged over forty-five years in 
travelling from place to place and preaching the doctrine to 
all who would listen. At the age of over eighty years Buddha 
realized that the time drew near for him to die. He then entered 
into Dhyana and passing through its successive stages attained 
nirvana 1 . The vast developments which the system of this great 
teacher underwent in the succeeding centuries in India and in 
other countries have not been thoroughly studied, and it will 
probably take yet many years more before even the materials for 
1 Mah&parinibb&nasuttanta , Dig ha, XVI. 6, 8, 9. 
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it is proved incontestably that it is one of the most wonderful and 
subtle productions of human wisdom. It is impossible to over¬ 
estimate the debt that the philosophy, culture and civilization 
of India owe to it in all her developments for many succeeding 
centuries. 


Early Buddhist Literature. 

The Buddhist Pali Scriptures contain three different collections: 
the Sutta (relating to the doctrines), the Vinaya (relating to the 
discipline of the monks) and the Abhidhamma (relating generally 
to the same subjects as the suttas but dealing with them in a 
scholastic and technical manner). Scholars of Buddhistic religious 
history of modern times have failed as yet to fix any definite dates 
for the collection or composition of the different parts of the 
aforesaid canonical literature of the Buddhists. The suttas were 
however composed before the Abhidhamma and it is very 
probable that almost the whole of the canonical works were 
completed before 241 B.C., the date of the third council during 
^ the reign of King Asoka. The suttas mainly deal with the doctrine 
(Dhamma) of the Buddhistic faith whereas the Vinaya deals 
only with the regulations concerning the discipline of the monks. 
The subject of the Abhidhamma is mostly the same as that 
of the suttas, namely, the interpretation of the Dhamma. 
Buddhaghosa in his introduction to Atthasalini , the commentary 
on the Dhammasahgani , says that the Abhidhamma is so called 
(abhi and dhamma) because it describes the same Dhammas as are 
related in the suttas in a more intensified {dhamm&Ureka) and 
specialized ( dhammavisesatthena ) manner. The Abhidhammas 
do not give any new doctrines that are not in the suttas, but 
they deal somewhat elaborately with those that are already found 
in the suttas. Buddhaghosa in distinguishing the special features 
of the suttas from the Abhidhammas says that the acquirement 
of the former leads one to attain meditation ( sam&dhi ) whereas 
the latter leads one to attain wisdom ( pahhasampadam ). The force 
of this statement probably lies in this, that the dialogues of the 
suttas leave a chastening effect on the mind, the like of which is 
not to be found in the Abhidhammas, which busy themselves in 
enumerating the Buddhistic doctrines and defining them in a 
technical manner, which is more fitted to produce a reasoned 
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ht into the doctrines than directly to generate a craving 
for following the path of meditation for the extinction of sorrow. 
The Abhidhamma known as the Kathdvatthu differs from the 
other Abhidhammas in this, that it attempts to reduce the views 
of the heterodox schools to absurdity. The discussions proceed 
in the form of questions and answers, and the answers of the 
opponents are often shown to be based on contradictory 
assumptions. 

The suttas contain five groups of collections called the Nikayas. 
These are (i) Digha Nik aya , called so on account of the length 
of the suttas contained in it; (2) Majjhima Nikaya (middling 
Nikaya), called so on account of the middling extent of the 
suttas contained in it; (3) Samyutta Nikaya (Nikayas relating 
to special meetings), called samyutta on account of their being 
delivered owing to the meetings ( samyoga ) of special persons which 
were the occasions for them; (4) Aiiguttara Nikaya , so called be¬ 
cause in each succeeding book of this work the topics of discussion 
increase by one 1 ; (5) Khuddaka Nikaya containing Khuddaka 
pat ha, Dhammapada, Udana , Itivuttaka , Sutta Nipata , Vimana- 
vatthu , Petavatthu , Theragatha , Therigathd , Jataka, Niddesa , 
Patisambhidamagga , Apadana, Buddhavatnsa , Carydpitaka . 

The Abhidhammas are Patthdna , Dhammasahgani, Dkdtu- 
katha , Puggalapahhatti , Vibhahga , Yamaka and Kathavatthu . 
There exists also a large commentary literature on diverse parts 
of the above works known as atthakatha. The work known as 
Milinda Panha (questions of King Milinda), of uncertain date, is 
of considerable philosophical value. 

The doctrines and views incorporated in the above literature 
is generally now known as Sthaviravada or Theravada. On the 
origin of the name Theravada (the doctrine of the elders) Dipa- 
vamsa says that since the Theras (elders) met (at the first council) 
and collected the doctrines it was known as the Thera Vada 2 . It 
does not appear that Buddhism as it appears in this Pali litera¬ 
ture developed much since the time of Buddhaghosa (400 A.D.), the 
writer of Visuddkimagga (a compendium of theravada doctrines) 
and the commentator of Dighattikdya, Dhammasahgani, etc. 

~ Hindu philosophy in later times seems to have been influenced 
by the later offshoots of the different schools of Buddhism, but 
it does not appear that Pali Buddhism had any share in it. I 

1 See Buddhaghosa’s Aithasalini , p. 25. 2 Oldenberg’s Dipavamsa, p. 31. 
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ave not been able to discover any old Hindu writer who could 
be considered as being acquainted with Pali. 


The Doctrine of Causal Connection of early Buddhism 1 . 

The word Dhamma in the Buddhistscriptures is used generally 
in four senses: (i) Scriptural texts, (2) quality ( guna) t (3) cause 
(hetu) and (4) unsubstantial and soulless ( nissatto nijjlva : a ). Of 
these it is the last meaning which is particularly important from 
the point of view of Buddhist philosophy. The early Buddhist 
philosophy did not accept any fixed entity as determining all 
reality; the only things with it were the unsubstantial pheno¬ 
mena and these were called dhammas. The question arises that 
if there is no substance or reality how are we to account for the 
phenomena? But the phenomena are happening and passing 
away and the main point of interest with the Buddha was to find 
out “ What being what else is,” “ What happening what else 
happens ” and “ What not being what else is not.” The pheno¬ 
mena are happening in a series and we see that there being 
certain phenomena there become some others; by the happening 
of some events others also are produced. This is called (paticca- 
samuppada) dependent origination. But it is difficult to understand 
what is the exact nature of this dependence. The question as 
Samyutta Nikdya (11. 5) has it with which the Buddha started 
before attaining Buddhahood was this: in what miserable condition 
are the people 1 they are born, they decay, they die, pass away 
and are born again; and they do not know the path of escape 
from this decay, death and misery. 

How to know the way to escape from this misery of decay 
and death. Then it occurred to him what being there, are decay 
and death, depending on what do they come? As he thought 
deeply into the root of the matter, it occurred to him that decay 
and death can only occur when there is birth ( jdti\ so they depend 

1 There are some differences of opinion as to whether one could take the doctrine 
of the twelve links of causes as we find it in the Samyutta Nikdya as the earliest 
Buddhist view, as Samyutta does not represent the oldest part of the suttas. But as 
this doctrine of the twelve causes became regarded as a fundamental Buddhist doctrine 
and as it gives us a start in philosophy I have not thought it fit to enter into conjec¬ 
tural discussions as to the earliest form. Dr E. J. Thomas drew my attention to this fact. 

2 Atthasduni, p. 38. There are also other senses in which the word is used, as 
dhamma desana where itmeans religious teaching. The Lahkdvatdra described Dharmma 
as gunadravyapurvaka dkartntnd, i.e. Dharmmas are those which are associated as attri¬ 
butes and substances. 
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birth. What being there, is there birth, on what does birth 
depend ? Then it occurred to him that birth could only be if 
there were previous existence ( bhava ) 1 * 3 . But on what does this 
existence depend, or what being there is there bhava. Then it 
occurred to him that there could not be existence unless there 
were holding fast {upadana) 9 , But on what did upadana depend? 
It occurred to him that it was desire {tanka) on which upadana 
depended. There can be upadana if there is desire {tanka) 9 . But 
what being there, can there be desire ? To this question it 
occurred to him that there must be feeling {vedand) in order that 
there may be desire. But on what does vedana depend, or rather 
what must be there, that there may be feeling {vedana)} To this 
it occurred to him that there must be a sense-contact {phassa) 
in order that there may be feeling 4 * * * . If there should be no sense- 
contact there would be no feeling. But on what does sense- 
contact depend ? It occurred to him that as there are six sense- 
contacts, there are the six fields of contact (< iyatana )®. But on 
what do the six ayatanas depend? It occurred to him that 
there must be the mind and body (namarupa) in order that there 
may be the six fields of contact 8 ; but on what does namarupa 
depend ? It occurred to him that without consciousness (viknana) 
there could be no namarupa 8 . But what being there would there 


1 This word bhava is interpreted by Candraklrtti in his Mddhyamtka vrtti, p. 565 

(La Valine Poussin’s edition) as the deed which brought about rebirth [punarbhava- 
janakam karma sarnutt/iapayati kdyena v&cd manasa ca). 

3 Atthasdlini , p. 3#5,upadananti dajhagahanam. Candraklrtti in explaining upadana 
says that whatever thing a man desires he holds fast to the materials necessary for 
attaining it ( yatra vastuni satrpmstasya vastuno ’ rjandya vidhapanaya upadanamupd- 
datte tatra tatraprdrtkayate ). Mddhyamtka vrtti , p. 565. 

3 Candraklrtti describes trsna as asv&danabkinandanQdhyavas&nasth&n&datmapri- 
yarupairviyogo md bhut y nityamaparitydgo bhavediti , yeyam prdrtkand —the desire 
that there may not ever be any separation from those pleasures, etc., which are dear to 
ns. Ibid. 565. 

4 We read also of phassayatana and phassakaya. M. N. II. 061, ill. 280, etc. Can¬ 

draklrtti says that $adbhirdyatan*dvdraih krtyaprakriy&h pravarttante prajUdyantc. 

tanndmarupapratyayam saddyatanamucyatt. sadbhyatciyatarubhyah / atsparSak&y&h 
pravarttante . M. V. 565. 

* Ayatana means the six senses together with their objects. Ayatana literally is 

“Field of operation.” Sal.ayatana means six senses as six fields of operation. Candra¬ 
klrtti has dyatanadvaraih. 

* I have followed the translation of Aung in rendering namairupa as mind and body, 
Compendium , p. 27 1 . This seems to me to be fairly correct. The four skandhas are called 
nama in each birth. These together with rupa (matter) give us namarupa (mind 
and body) which being developed render the activities through the six sense-gates 
possible so that there may be knowledge. C f. M. V. 564. Govindananda, the commentator 
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viftfiana. Here it occurred to him that in order that there 
might be viftfiana there must be the conformations (sankhard) 1 . 
But what being there are there the sankharas? Here it occurred 
to him that the sankharas can only be if there is ignorance 
(avijjd). If avijja could be stopped then the sankharas will be 
stopped, and if the sankharas could be stopped viftfiana could be 
stopped and so on 3 . 

It is indeed difficult to be definite as to what the Buddha 


actually wished to mean by this cycle of dependence of existence 
sometimes called Bhavacakra (wheel of existence). Decay and 
death (jarchnarana) could not have happened if there was no 
birth 8 . This seems to be clear. But at this point the difficulty 
begins. We must remember that the theory of rebirth was 


on Joafikara’s bhasya on the Brahma- sutras (n. ii. 19), gives a different interpretation of 
Namarupa which may probably refer to the Vijnanavada view though we have no means 
at hand to verify it. He says—To think the momentary as the permanent is Avidya; 
from there come the samskaras of attachment, antipathy or anger, and infatuation; from 
there the first vijfiana or thought of the foetus is produced; from that alayavijfiana, and 
the four elements {which are objects of name and are hence called nama) are produced, 
and from those are produced the white and black, semen and blood called rupa. 
Both Vacaspati and Amalananda agree with Govindananda in holding that nama 
signifies the semen and the ovum while rupa means the visible physical body built out 
of them. Vijfiafla entered the womb and on account of it namarupa were produced 
through the association of previous karma. See Vedantakalpataru , pp. « 74 » 2 75 * 
the doctrine of the entrance of vijfiafla into the womb compare D. N. 11. 63. 

1 It is difficult to say what is the exact sense of the word here. The Buddha was 
one of the first few earliest thinkers to introduce proper philosophical terms and phraseo¬ 
logy with a distinct philosophical method and he had often to use the same word in 
more or less different senses. Some of the philosophical terms at least are therefore 
rather elastic when compared with the terms of precise and definite meaning which we find 
in later Sanskrit thought. Thus in & iV. III. p. 87, “Sahhhaiam abhuahkkarontt, 
s&ftkbara means that which synthesises the complexes. In the Compendium it is trans¬ 
lated as will, action. Mr Aung thinks that it means the same as karma; it is here used 
in a different sense from what _we find in the word sankhara khandha (viz. mental 
states). We get a list of 51 mental states forming sankhara khandha in Dhamma 
Sahgant, p. 18, and another different set of 40 mental states in Dhannasatngraha, p. 6. 
In addition to these forty cittasamprayuktasamskHra , it also counts thirteen cittavi- 
prayukiasainskara. Candrakirtti interprets it as meaning attachment, antipathy and 
infatuation,*p. 563. Govindananda, the commentator on Sankara’s Brahma- siitra (II. ii 
19), also interprets the word in connection with the doctrine of Pratltyasamutpada as 
attachment, antipathy and infatuation. 

® Samyutta Nikaya , II. 7-8. . _ 

3 Jara and marana bring in doka (grief), paridevana (lamentation), duhkha (suffer¬ 
ing), daurmanasya (feeling of wretchedness and miserableness) and upayasa (feeling of 
extreme destitution) at the prospect of one’s death or the death of other dear ones. 
All these make up suffering and are the results of jati (birth). M. V. (B. T. S. p. 208). 
Sankara in his bha?ya counted all the terms from jara, separately. The whole senes 
is to be taken as representing the entirety of duhkhaskandha. 



1 Theory of Rebirth 

■iated in the Upanisads. The Brhadaranyaka says that jusN- 
insect going to the end of a leaf of grass by a new effort 
ts itself in another so does the soul coming to the end of 


this life collect itself in another. This life thus presupposes 
another existence. So far as I remember there has seldom been *■ 
before or after Buddha any serious attempt to prove or disprove 
the doctrine of rebirth'. All schools of philosophy except the ■ 
Carvakas believed in it and so little is known to us of the Car- 
vaka sutras that it is difficult to say what they did to refute this 
doctrine. The Buddha also accepts it as a fact and does notv 
criticize it. This life therefore comes only as one which had an 
infinite number of lives before, and which except in the case of 


a few emancipated ones would have an infinite number of them 
in the future. It was strongly believed by all people, and the 
Buddha also, when he came to think to what our present birth 
might be due, had to fall back upon another existence (bhava). 
If bhava means karma which brings rebirth as Candrakirtti takes 
it to mean, then it would mean that the present birth could only 
take place on account of the works of a previous existence which 
determined it. Here also we are reminded of the Upanisad note 
« as a man does so will he be bom ” ( Vat karma kurute tadabhi- 
sampadyate, Brh. IV. iv. 5 ). Candrakirtti’s interpretation of “bhava” 
as Karma (punarbhavajanakam karma) seems to me to suit 
better than “existence.” The word was probably used rather 
loosely for kammabhava. The word bhava is not found in the 
earlier Upanisads and was used in the Pali scriptures for the 
first time as a philosophical term. But on what does this 
bhava depend? There could not have been a previous existence 
if people had not betaken themselves to things or works they 
desired. This betaking oneself to actions or things in accord¬ 
ance with desire is called upadana. In the Upanisads we read, 
“ whatever one betakes himself to, so does he work ’ ( Yatkratur- 
bhavati latkarmma kurute, Brh. IV. iv. 5 )■ As this betaking to 
the thing depends upon desire (trsna), it is said that in order 
that there may be upadana there must be tanha. In the Upani¬ 
sads also we read “Whatever one desires so does he betake 
himself to” (sa yathakatno bhavati tatkraturbkavati). Neither 
the word upadana nor trsna (the Sanskrit word corresponding 


1 The attempts to prove the doctrine of rebirth in the Hindu philosophical works 
such as the Nyaya, etc., are slight and inadequate. 
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hha) is found in the earlier Upanisads, but the ideas contained 
in them are similar to the words “ kratu ” and “ kdma .” Desire 
{tanka) is then said to depend on feeling or sense-contact. 
Sense-contact presupposes the six senses as fields of operation 1 * . 
These six senses or operating fields would again presuppose the 
whole psychosis of the man (the body and the mind together) 
called namarupa. We are familiar with this word in the Upani¬ 
sads but there it is used in the sense of determinate forms and 
names as distinguished from the indeterminate indefinable 
reality 3 . Buddhaghosa in the Visuddhimagga says that by 
“Name” are meant the three groups beginning with sensation 
(i.e. sensation, perception and the predisposition); by “Form” 
the four elements and form derivative from the four elements*. 
He further says that name by itself can produce physical changes, 
such as eating, drinking, making movements or the like. So form 
also cannot produce any of those changes by itself. But like 
the cripple and the blind they mutually help one another and 
effectuate the changes 4 . But there exists no heap or collection 
of material for the production of Name and Form ; u but just as 
when a lute is played upon, there is no previous store of sound; 
and when the sound comes into existence it does not come from 
any such store ; and when it ceases, it does not go to any of the 
cardinal or intermediate points of the compass ;...in exactly the 
same way all the elements of bejng both those with form and 
those without, come into existence after having previously been 
non-existent and having come into existence pass away 5 .” Nama¬ 
rupa taken in this sense will not mean the whole of mind and 
body, but only the sense functions and the body which are found 
to operate in the six doors of sense {saldyatana). If we take 
namarupa in this sense, we can see that it may be said to depend 
upon the viftfiana (consciousness). Consciousness has been com¬ 
pared in the Milinda Panha with a watchman at the middle of 


1 The word ayatana is found in many places in the earlier Upanisads in the sense 

of “field or place,” Cba. I. 5, Brh. III. 9. 10, but sadayatana does not occur. 

3 Candraklrtti interprets nama as Vcdanadayo'rupinakatv&rah skandhastaira tatra 
bkave n&mayantUi nama. saha rupaskandfuna ca nama rupam ctti namarupamucyate. 
The four skandhas in each specific birth act as name. These together with rupa make 
namarupa. M. V. 564. 

* Warren’s Btuidhism in Translations , p, 184. 

4 Ibid . p. 185, Visuddhimagga, Ch. XVII. 

1 Ibid. pp. 185-186, Visuddhimagga, Ch. XVII. 
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ross-roads beholding all that come from any direction 1 . Bud- 
dhaghosa in the Attkasalini also says that consciousness means 
that which thinks its object. If we are to define its characteristics 
we must say that it knows {vijanana) y goes in advance {pubbah- 
gama\ connects {sandhana), and stands on namarupa ( namarupa - 
padatthanam). When the consciousness gets a door, at a place 
the objects of sense are discerned (drammana-vibhdvanatthane) 
and it goes first as the precursor. When a visual object is seen 
by the eye it is known only by the consciousness, and when the 
dhammas are made the objects of (mind) mano, it is known only 
by the consciousness 2 . Buddhaghosa also refers here to the passage 
in the Mitinda Pahha we have just referred to. He further goes 
on to say that when states of consciousness rise one after another, 
they leave no gap between the previous state and the later and 
consciousness therefore appears as connected. When there are the 
a iTg r egates of the five khandhas it is lost; but there are the four 
a £g re g a tes as namarupa, it stands on nama and therefore it is 
said that it stands on namarupa. He further asks, Is this con¬ 
sciousness the same as the previous consciousness or different 
from it? He answers that it is the same. Just so, the sun shows 
itself with all its colours, etc., but he is not different from those 
in truth ; and it is said that just when the sun rises, its collected 
heat and yellow colour also rise then, but it does not mean that 
the sun is different from these. So the citta or consciousness 
takes the phenomena of contact, etc., and cognizes them. So 
though it is the same as they are yet in a sense it is different 
from them* 


To go back to the chain of twelve causes, we find that jati 
(birth) is the cause of decay and death, jaramarana, etc. Jati is 
the appearance of the body or the totality of the five skandhas 4 . 
Coming to bhava which determines jati, I cannot think of any 
better rational explanation of bhava, than that I have already 


1 Warren’s Buddhism in Translations t p. 182. Milinda PaHka (62 s ). 

2 Atthas&lini\ p. 112. 

% Ibid. p. r 13, Vatha hi rupadtni up&daya pahnatta suriy&dayo na atthato riipd- 
dihi ah He honti ten ’ eva y as min samaye suriyo udeti tasmin samaye tassa tejd-sah- 
khstam riipam piti evam vuccamane pi na rupttdihi ahho suriyo ndma atthi. Tathi 
cittam phassddayo dhamme upd.dS.ya paHftapiyaii. Atthato pad ettha tehi aHHam eva. 
Ttna yasmin samaye cittam uppannam hoti ekamsen eva tasmin samaye phassddihi 
atthato aflfiad eva hoti ti. 

* *' J&tirdehajanma paft.caskandhasamud 5 .yah " Govindananda’s Ratnaprabhd on 
Sankara’s bh&sya, 11. ii. 19. 
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_ & ^ested, namely, the works (karma) which produce the birth 1 . 
Upadana is an advanced trsna leading to positive clinging 2 . It 
is produced by trsna (desire) which again is the result of vedana 
(pleasure and pain). But this vedana is of course vedana with 
ignorance ( avidyd\ for an Arhat may have also vedana but as 
he has no avidya, the vedana cannot produce tr?na in turn. On 
its development it immediately passes into upadana. Vedana 
means pleasurable, painful or indifferent feeling. On the one 
side it leads to trsna (desire) and on the other it is produced by 
sense-contact (sfiarta). Prof. De la Vallde Poussin says that 
6rilabha distinguishes three processes in the production of 
vedana. Thus first there is the contact between the sense and 
the object; then there is the knowledge of the object, and then 
there is the vedana. Depending on Majjhima Nikaya , iii. 242, 
Poussin gives the other opinion that just as in the case of two 
sticks heat takes place simultaneously with rubbing, so here also 
vedana takes place simultaneously with spar£a for ^ they are 
“produits par un m£me complexe de causes ( samagn) z !~ 

Sparta is produced by sadayatana, sadayatana by namarupa, 
and namarupa by vijftana, and is said to descend in the womb 
of the mother and produce the five skandhas as namarupa, out 
of which the six senses are specialized. 

Vijftana in this connection probably means the principle or 
germ of consciousness in the womb of the mother upholding the 
five elements of the new body there. It is the product of the 
past karmas ( sahkhara ) of the dying man and of his past 
consciousness too. 

We sometimes find that the Buddhists believed that t^e last 
thoughts of the dying man determined the nature of his next 


1 Govindananda in his Ratnaprabhd on Sankara’s bhasya, H. ii. 19, explains “bhava 
as that from which anything becomes, as merit and demerit (dkarmddi). See also 
Vibhanga, p. 137 and Warren’s Buddhism in Translations , p. 201. Mr Aung says in 
Abhidhammatthasangaha, , p. 189, that bhavo includes kammabhavo (the active side of 
an existence) and upapattibhavo (the passive side). And the commentators say that 
bhava is a contraction of “kammabhava ” or Karma—becoming i.e. karmic activity. 

2 Prof. De la Vallee Poussin in his Thiorie des Douze Causes , p. 26, says that 
kslistambhasulra explains the word “upadana” as “ trsna vaipulya” or hyper-trsna 
and Candrakirtti also gives the same meaning, AT. V . (B. T. S. p. -210). Govindananda 
explains “upadana” as pravrtti (movement) generated by trspa (desire), i.e. the active 
tendency in pursuance of desire. But if upadana means “support” it would denote all 
the five skandhas. Thus Madkyamaka vrtti says up&ddnam pancaskandhalaksanam ... 
paftcopadanaskandhdkhyam upaddnam. M. V. xxvil. 6. 

3 Poussin’s Thiorie des Douze Causes , p. -23. 


Consciousness and Rebirth 

birth 1 . The manner in which the vijfiana produced in the womb 
is determined by the past vijfiana of the previous existence is 
according to some authorities of the nature of a reflected image, 
like the transmission of learning from the teacher to the disciple, 
like the lighting of a lamp from another lamp or like the impress 
of a stamp on wax. As all the skandhas are changing in life, 
so death also is but a similar change; there is no great break, 
but the same uniform sort of destruction and coming into being. 
New skandhas are produced as simultaneously as the two scale 
pans of a balance rise up and fall, in the same manner as a lamp 
is lighted or an image is reflected. At the death of the man the 
vijfiana resulting from his previous karmas and vijftanas enters 
into the womb of that mother (animal, man or the gods) in which 
the next skandhas are to be matured. This vijfiana thus forms 
the principle of the new life. It is in this vijfiana that name 
{ndma) and form ( rupa ) become associated. 

The vijfiana is indeed a direct product of the samskaras and 
the sort of birth in which vijfiana should bring down ( ndmayati ) 
the new existence ( upapatti ) is determined by the samskaras 2 , for 
in reality the happening of death ( fnctyanabhcwci ) and the instil¬ 
lation of the vijfiana as the beginning of the new life (upapatti- 
bkava) cannot be simultaneous, but the latter succeeds just at 
the next moment, and it is to signify this close succession that 
they are said to be simultaneous. If the vijfiana had not entered 
the womb then no namarupa could have appeared*. 

This chain of twelve causes extends over three lives. Thus 
avidya and samskara of the past life produce the vijfiana, nama- 

1 The deities of the gardens, the woods, the trees and the plants, finding the 
master of the house, Citta, ill said “make your resolution, ‘ May I be a cakravarttl 
king in a next existence, Samyutta> iv. 303. 

2 “sa cedanandavijndnam matuhkukfim ndvakrameta , na tat kalalam kalalatvdya 
sannivartielaM. V. 552. Compare Caraka , S&rira, ill. 5-8, where he speaks of a 
“upapaduka sattva ” which connects the soul with body and by the absence of which .y 
the character is changed, the senses become affected and life ceases, when it is in a 
pure condition one can remember even the previous births; character, purity, antipathy, 
memory, fear, energy, all mental qualities are produced out of it. Just as a chariot is 
made by the combination of many elements, so is the foetus. 

8 Madhyamaka vrtti (B.T. S. 202-203). Poussin quotes from Digha, II. 63, ‘*sl le 
vijfiana ne descendait pas dans le sein maternel la namarupa s’y constituerait-il ? 
Govindananda on Sankara's commentary on the Brahma-sutras ( 11. ii. 19) says that the 
first consciousness (vijfiana) of the foetus is produced by the samskaras of the previous 
birth, and from that the four elements (which he calls nama) and from that the white 
and red, semen and ovum, and the first stage of the foetus [kalala-budbuddtasiha) is 
produced. 
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i, sadayatana, sparSa, vedana, trsna, upadana and the bhava 
(leading to another life) of the present actual life. This bhava 
produces the jati and jaramarana of the next life 1 . 

It is interesting to note that these twelve links in the chain 
extending in three sections over three lives are all but the 
manifestations of sorrow to the bringing in of which they natur¬ 
ally determine one another. Thus Abhidhammattkasahgaha 
says “ each of these twelve terms is a factor. For the composite 
term ‘sorrow/ etc. is only meant to show incidental consequences 
of birth. Again when * ignorance * and * the actions of the 
mind ’ have been taken into account, craving ( trsna), grasping 
{upadana) and (karma) becoming {bhava) are implicitly ac¬ 
counted for also. In the same manner when craving, grasping 
and {karma) becoming have been taken into account, ignorance 
and the actions of the mind are (implicitly) accounted for, also; 
and when birth, decay, and death are taken into account, even 
the fivefold fruit, to wit (rebirth), consciousness, and the rest are 
accounted for. And thus : 

Five causes in the Past and Now a fivefold ‘ fruit/ 

Five causes Now and yet to come a fivefold ‘fruit* make up 
the Twenty Modes, the Three Connections (i. sankhara and 
viftMna, 2. vedana and tanha, 3. bhava and jati) and the four 
groups (one causal group in the Past, one resultant group in the 
Present, one causal group in the Present and one resultant 
group in the Future, each group consisting of five modes)*.” 

These twelve interdependent links {dvadasUhgd) represent 
the paticcasamuppada {pratityasamutpada) doctrines (dependent 
origination) 3 which are themselves but sorrow and lead to cycles 
of sorrow. The term paticcasamuppada or pratityasamutpada 
has been differently interpreted in later Buddhist literature 4 . 

1 This explanation probably cannot be found in the early Pali texts; but Buddha- 
ghosa mentions it in Sumangalcevil&sini on Mahdnidana suttanta. We find it also in 
Abkidhammatthasahgaha , VIII. 3. Ignorance and the actions of the mind belong to 
the past; “birth,” “decay and death” to the future; the intermediate eight to the 
present. It Is styled as trikapdaka (having three branches) in Abhidharmakofa , in. 
20-24. Two in the past branch, two in the future and eight in the middle “sa 
pratTtyasamutpado dvadaiangastrik&ndakah purudpardntayordve dve madhyestau .” 

2 Aung and Mrs Rhys Davids’ translation of Abhidhammaithasangaha y pp. 189-190. 

5 The twelve links are not always constant. Thus in the list given in the Dialogues 

of the Buddha , 11. 23 f., avijja and sankhara have been omitted and the start has been 
made with consciousness, and it has been said that “Cognition turns back from name 
and form; it goes not beyond.” 

4 M. V. p. 5 f. 
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^SSmutpada means appearance or arising ( pradurbhava) and pra- 
tltya means after getting ( prati+i+ya ); combining the two we 
find, arising after getting (something). The elements, depending 
on which there is some kind of arising, are called hetu (cause) and 
paccaya (ground). These two words however are often used in 
the same sense and are interchangeable. But paccaya is also 
used in a specific sense. Thus when it is said that avijja is the 
paccaya of sankhara it is meant that avijja is the ground (thiti) 
of the origin of the sankharas, is the ground of their movement, 
of the instrument through which they stand ( nimittatthiti\ of 
their ayuhana (conglomeration), of their interconnection, of their 
intelligibility, of their conjoint arising, of their function as cause 
and of their function as the ground with reference to those which 
are determined by them. Avijja in all these nine ways is 
the ground of sankhara both in the past and also in the future, 
though avijja itself is determined in its turn by other grounds 1 . 
When we take the hetu aspect of the causal chain, we cannot 
think of anything else but succession, but when we take the 
paccaya aspect we can have a better vision into the nature of the 
cause as ground. Thus when avijja is said to be the ground 
of the sankharas in the nine ways mentioned above, it seems 
reasonable to think that the sankharas were in some sense 
regarded as special manifestations of avijja 2 . But as this point 
was not further developed in the early Buddhist texts it would 
be unwise to proceed further with it. 


The Khandhas. 


The word khandha (Skr. skandha) means the trunk of a tree 
and is generally used to mean group or aggregate*. We have 
seen that Buddha said that there was no atman (soul). He said 
that when people held that they found the much spoken of soul, 
they really only found the five khandhas together or any one of 
them. The khandhas are aggregates of bodily and psychical 
states which are immediate with us and are divided into five 

1 See Patisambhid&magga , vol. I. p. 50; see also Majjhima Nik&ya , I. 67, sari' 
khdra ... avijj&nidana avijjasamudaya avijj&j&tikd avijj&pabhava. 

3 In the Yoga derivation of asmita (egoism), raga (attachment), dvesa (antipathy) 
and abhinive^a (self love) from avidya we find also that all the five are regarded as the 
five special stages of the growth of avidya (paUcaparvd avidya). 

3 The word skandha is used in Chandogya, ll. -23 [irayo dkarmaskandhah yajnah 
adkyayanam dan am) in the sense of branches and in almost the same sense in Maitri, 
VII. II. 
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"classes: (i) rupa (four elements, the body, the senses), sense 
data, etc., (2) vedana (feeling—pleasurable, painful and in¬ 
different), (3) sanfta (conceptual knowledge), (4) sankhara (syn¬ 
thetic mental states and the synthetic functioning of compound 
sense-affections, compound feelings and compound concepts), 
(5) vinfiana (consciousness) 1 . 

All these states rise depending one upon the other ( paticca - 
samuppanna) and when a man says that he perceives the self he 
only deludes himself, for he only perceives one or more of these. 
The word rupa in rupakhandha stands for matter and material 
qualities, the senses, and the sense data 2 . But “rupa” is also 
used in the sense of pure organic affections or states of mind 
as we find in the Khandha Yamaha , I. p. 16, and also in Sam - 
yutta Nikaya , III. 86. Rupaskandha according to Dharrna- 
samgraha means the aggregate of five senses, the five sensations, 
and the implicatory communications associated in sense per¬ 
ceptions ( vijnapti :*). 

The elaborate discussion of Dkammasanganibtgms by defin¬ 
ing rupa as “ cat taro ca mahabhuta catunnanca mahabhutanam 
upddaya riipam ” (the four mahabhutas or elements and that 
proceeding from the grasping of that is called rupa) 8 . Buddha- 
ghosa explains it by saying that rQpa means the four maha¬ 
bhutas and those which arise depending ( nissaya ) on them as 
a modification of them. In the rupa the six senses including 
their affections are also included. In explaining why the four 
elements are called mahabhutas, Buddhaghosa says : “Just as a 
magician ( maydkara ) makes the water which is not hard appear 
as hard, makes the stone which is not gold appear as gold ; 
just as he himself though not a ghost nor a bird makes himself 
appear as a ghost or a bird, so these elements though not them¬ 
selves blue make themselves appear as blue (nilatn upada rupam\ 
not yellow, red, or white make themselves appear as yellow, red 
or white {oddtam upadarupam ), so on account of their similarity 
to the appearances created by the magician they are called 
mahabhuta 4 .” 

In the Samyutta Nikaya we find that the Buddha says, “O 
Bhikkhus it is called rupam because it manifests {rupyati)\ how 

1 Samyutta Attkaya , ill. 86, etc. 

a A bhidhammatthasangaka , J. P. T. S. 1884, p. 27 ff. 

3 Dhammasangani, pp. 124 - 179 * 4 Atthasilini\ p. 299. 
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manifest? It manifests as cold, and as heat, as hunger an 
as thirst, it manifests as the touch of gnats, mosquitos, wind, the 
sun and the snake; it manifests, therefore it is called rupa 1 .” 

If we take the somewhat conflicting passages referred to above 
for our consideration and try to combine them so as to understand 
what is meant by rupa, I think we find that that which mani¬ 
fested itself to the senses and organs was called rupa No dis¬ 
tinction seems to have been made between the sense-data as 
colours, smells, etc., as existing in the physical world and their 
appearance as sensations. They were only numerically different 
and the appearance of the sensations was dependent upon the 
sense-data and the senses but the sense-data and the sensations 
were “ rupa.” Under certain conditions the sense-data were fol¬ 
lowed by the sensations. Buddhism did not probably start with 
the same kind of division of matter and mind as we now do. 
And it may not be out of place to mention that such an opposi¬ 
tion and duality were found neither in the Upanisads nor in the 
Samkhya system which is regarded by some as pre-Buddhistic. 
The four elements manifested themselves in certain forms and 
were therefore called rupa; the forms of affection that appeared 
were also called rupa; many other mental states or features 
which appeared with them were also called rupa 8 . The ayatanas 
or the senses were also called rupa®. 1 he mahabhutas or four 
elements were themselves but changing manifestations, and they 
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together with all that appeared in association with them were 
called rupa and formed the rupa khandha (the classes of sense- ^ 
materials, sense-data, senses and sensations). 

In Samyutta Nikdya (III. 101) it is said that “the four 
mahabhutas were the hetu and the paccaya for the communica¬ 
tion of the rupakkhandha (rupakkhandhassapanhdpandyd).Con¬ 
tact (sense-contact, phassa) is the cause of the communication of 
feelings ( vedand ); sense-contact was also the hetu and paccaya 
for the communication of the saftriakkhandha; sense-contact is 
also the hetu and paccaya for the communication of the sarikhara- 
kkhandha. But namarupa is the hetu and the paccaya for the 
communication of the viftftanakkhandha.” Thus not only feelings 
arise on account of the sense-contact but saftria and sankhaia 
also arise therefrom. Saftfta is that where specific knowing 01 


1 Samyutta Nikaya , III. 86. 

3 Dhammasangani , p. 124ft. 


* Khandhayamaka . 
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takes place. This is the stage where the specific dis¬ 
tinctive knowledge as the yellow or the red takes place. 

Mrs Rhys Davids writing on safifta says: “In editing the 
second book of the Abhidhamma pitaka I found a classification 
distinguishing between saftfta as cognitive assimilation on occasion 
of sense, and safifta as cognitive assimilation of ideas by way of 
naming. The former is called perception of resistance, or opposi¬ 
tion ( patigka-saflfid ). This, writes Buddhaghosa, is perception on 
occasion of sight, hearing, etc., when consciousness is aware of the 
impact of impressions; of external things as different, we might 
say. The latter is called perception of the equivalent word or 
name ( adhivachdnd-sanftd ) and is exercised by the sensus com - 
munis (mano), when e.g. ‘one is seated...and asks another who 
is thoughtful: “What are you thinking of?” one perceives through 
* his speech/ Thus there are two stages of safifta-consciousness, 
I. contemplating sense-impressions, 2. ability to know what they 
are by naming 1 .” 

About sahkhara we read in Samyutta Nikdya (ill. 87) that it 
is called sahkhara because it synthesises ( abhisankkaronti\ it is 
that which conglomerated rupa as rupa, conglomerated saftfia 
as saftftS, sahkhara as sahkhara and consciousness (vinnana) 
as consciousness. It is called sahkhara because it synthesises 
the conglomerated ( sankhatam abhisahkharonti ). It is thus a 
synthetic function which synthesises the passive rupa, safifta, 
sahkhara and viftflana elements. The fact that we hear of 52 
sahkhara states and also that the sahkhara exercises its syn¬ 
thetic activity on the conglomerated elements in it, goes to show 
that probably the word sahkhara is used in two senses, as mental 
states and as synthetic activity. 

Viftftana or consciousness meant according to Buddhaghosa, 
as we have already seen in the previous section, both the stage 
at which the intellectual process started and also the final 
resulting consciousness. 

Buddhaghosa in explainingthe process of Buddhist psychology 
says that “consciousness (citta) first comes into touch ( pkassa ) with 
its object (drammand) and thereafter feeling, conception (sanha) 
and volition (cetana) come in. This contact is like the pillars of 
a palace, and the rest are but the superstructure built upon it 
(dabbasambharasadisa). But it should not be thought that contact 

1 Buddhist Psychology, pp. 49, 50. 
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is the beginning of the psychological processes, for in one whole 
consciousness ( ekacittasmi'yn ) it cannot be said that this comes 
first and that comes after, so we can take contact in association 
with feeling ( vedana)> conceiving {sanna) or volition ( cetana); 
it is itself an immaterial state but yet since it comprehends 
objects it is called contact.” “There is no impinging on one side 
of the object (as in physical contact), nevertheless contact causes 
consciousness and object to be in collision, as visible object and 
visual organs, sound and hearing; thus impact is its function; or 
it has impact as its essential property in the sense of attainment, 
owing to the impact of the physical basis with the mental object. 
For it is said in the Commentary:—“contact in the four planes of 
existence is never without the characteristic of touch with the 
object ; but the function of impact takes place in the five doors* 
For to sense, or five-door contact, is given the name ‘having the 
characteristic of touch’ as well as ‘having the function of impact; 
But to contact in the mind-door there is only the characteristic 
of touch, but not the function of impact. And then this Sutta is 
quoted ‘As if, sire, two rams were to fight, one ram to represent 
the eye, the second the visible object, and their collision contact. 
And as if, sire, two cymbals were to strike against each other, or 
two hands were to clap against each other, one hand would 
represent the eye, the second the visible object and their collision 
contact. Thus contact has the characteristic of touch and the 
function of impact 1 \ Contact is the manifestation of the union 
of the three (the object, the consciousness and the sense) and its 
effect is feeling ( vedana ); though it is generated by the objects 
it is felt in the consciousness and its chief feature is experiencing 
(ianubhava ) the taste of the object. As regards enjoying the 
taste of an object, the remaining associated states enjoy it only 
partially. Of contact there is (the function of) the mere touching, 
of perception the mere noting or perceiving, of volition the mere 
coordinating, of consciousness the mere cognizing. But feeling 
alone, through governance, proficiency, mastery, enjoys the taste 
of an object. For feeling is like the king, the remaining states 
are like the cook. As the cook, when he has prepared food of 
diverse tastes, puts it in a basket, seals it, takes it to the king, 
breaks the seal, opens the Basket, takes the best of all the soup 
and curries, puts them in a dish, swallows (a portion) to find out 

1 Atthas&liniy p. 108; translation, pp. 143-144. 
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ether they are faulty or not and afterwards offers the food of 
various excellent tastes to the king, and the king, being lord, 
expert, and master, eats whatever he likes, even so the mere tasting 
of the food by the cook is like the partial enjoyment of the object 
by the remaining states, and as the cook tastes a portion of the 
food, so the remaining states enjoy a portion of the object, and 
as the king, being lord, expert and master, eats the meal according 
to his pleasure so feeling being lord expert, and master, enjoys 
the taste of the object and therefore it is said that enjoyment or 
experience is its function 1 /’ 

The special feature of saftfia is said to be the recognizing 
( paccabhihna ) by means of a sign ( abhinndnena ). According to 
another explanation, a recognition takes place by the inclusion 
of the totality (of aspects)— sabbasahgahikavasena. The work of 
volition ( cetand ) is said to be coordination or binding together 
(i abhisandahana ). “Volition is exceedingly energetic and makes 
a double effort, a double exertion. Hence the Ancients said 
* Volition is like the nature of a landowner, a cultivator who taking 
fifty-five strong men, went down to the fields to reap. He was 
exceedingly energetic and exceedingly strenuous; he doubled his 
strength and said “Take your sickles” and so forth, pointed out 
the portion to be reaped, offered them drink, food, scent, flowers, 
etc., and took an equal share of the work/ The simile should be 
thus applied: volition is like the cultivator, the fifty-five moral 
states which arise as factors of consciousness are like the fifty-five 
strong men; like the time of doubling strength, doubling effort 
by the cultivator is the doubled strength, doubled effort of 
volition as regards activity in moral and immoral acts 2 .” It 
seems that probably the active side operating in sankhara was 
separately designated as cetana (volition). 

“When one says ‘ 1 / what he does is that he refers either to 
all the khandhas combined or any one of them and deludes him¬ 
self that that was ‘ 1 / Just as one could not say that the 
fragrance of the lotus belonged to the petals, the colour or the 
pollen, so one could not say that the rupa was T’ or that the 
vedana was * 1 * or any of the other khandhas was ‘ 1 / There is 
nowhere to be found in the khandhas ‘I am 8 */’ 


1 Atthasalini , pp. 109-110; translation, pp. 145-146. 

2 Ibid. p. fu; translation, pp. 147-148. 

3 Sarny utta Nikaya, III. 130. 


misr/ty 



Avijja and Asava. 


As to the question how the avijja (ignorance) first started 
there can be no answer, for we could never say that either 
ignorance or desire for existence ever has any beginning 1 . Its 
fruition is seen in the cycle of existence and the sorrow that comes 
in its train, and it comes and goes with them all. Thus as we 
can never say that it has any beginning, it determines the elements 
which bring about cycles of existence and is itself determined by 
certain others. This mutual determination can only take place 
in and through the changing series of dependent phenomena, for 
there is nothing which can be said to have any absolute priority 
in time or stability. It is said that it is through the coming into 
being of the asavas or depravities that the avijja came into 
being, and that through the destruction of the depravities ( asava ) 
the avijja wasr destroyed*. These asavas are classified in the 
Dhammasangani as kamasava, bhavasava, ditthasava and avij- 
jasava. Kamasava means desire, attachment, pleasure, and thirst 
after the qualities associated with the senses; bhavasava means 
desire, attachment and will for existence or birth; ditthasava 
means the holding of heretical views, such as, the world is eternal 
or non-eternal, or that the world will come to an end or will not 
come to an end, or that the body and the soul are one or are 
different; avijjasava means the ignorance of sorrow, its cause, its 
extinction and its means of extinction. Dhammasangani adds 
four more supplementary ones, viz. ignorance about the nature of 
anterior mental khandhas, posterior mental khandhas, anterior 
and posterior together, and their mutual dependence 8 . Kamasava 
and bhavasava can as Buddhaghosa says be counted as one, for 
they are both but depravities due to attachment 4 . 

* Warren’s Buddhism in Translations ( Visuddhimagga, chap. XVII.), p. 175. 

9 Af. N. 1. p. 54. Childers translates “asava” as “depravities” and Mrs Rhys 
Davids as “intoxicants.” The word “asava” in Skr. means “old wine.” It is derived 
from “su” to produce by Buddhaghosa and the meaning that he gives to it is “cira 
p&rivSsikatthena ’’ (on account of its being stored up for a long time like wine). They 
work through the eye and the mind and continue to produce all beings up to Indra. 
As those wines which are kept long are called “asavas” so these are also called 
asavas for remaining a long time. The other alternative that Buddhaghosa gives is 
that they are called asava on account of their producing sarpsaradukkha (sorrows of 
the world), Atthasdlini , p. 48. Contrast it with Jaina asrava (flowing in of karma 
matter). Finding it difficult to translate it in one word after Buddhaghosa, I have 
translated it as “depravities,” after Childers. 

3 See Dhammasangani , p. 195. 4 Buddhaghosa’s Atthasdlini, p. 371. 
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^ .^y The ditthasavas by clouding the mind with false metaphysical 
views stand in the way of one’s adopting the true Buddhistic doc¬ 
trines. The kamasavas stand in the way of one’s entering into 
the way of Nirvana ( anagamimagga ) and the bhavasavas and 
avijj asavas stand in the way of one’s attaining arhattva or final 
emancipation. When the Majjkima Nikaya says that from the 
rise of the asavas avijja rises, it evidently counts avijja there as 
in some sense separate from the other asavas, such as those of 
attachment and desire of existence which veil the true know¬ 
ledge about sorrow. 

The afflictions {kilesas) do not differ much from the asavas 
for they are but the specific passions in forms ordinarily familiar 
to us, such as covetousness ( lobha ), anger or hatred ( dosa ), 
infatuation ( moha ), arrogance, pride or vanity ( mdna), heresy 
(ditthi ), doubt or uncertainty (■ vicikiccha ), idleness ( tkina ), boast¬ 
fulness ( udhacca\ shamelessness ( ahirika ) and hardness of heart 
( anottapa ); these kilesas proceed directly as a result of the asavas. 
In spite of these varieties they are often counted as three (lobha, 
dosa, moha) and these together are called kilesa. They are 
associated with the vedanakkhandha, safifiakkhandha, sarikharak- 
khandha and vififianakkhandha. From these arise the three kinds 
of actions, of speech, of body, and of mind 1 . 


Sila and Samadhi. 


We are intertwined all through outside and inside by the 
tangles of desire ( tanka jata) y and the only way by which these 
may be loosened is by the practice of right discipline (sild) t con¬ 
centration ( samadhi ) and wisdom {panna\ Sila briefly means 
the desisting from committing all sinful deeds ( sabbapapassa 
akaranam ). With sila therefore the first start has to be made, 
for by it one ceases to do all actions prompted by bad desires 
and thereby removes the inrush of dangers and disturbances. 
This serves to remove the kilesas, and therefore the proper per¬ 
formance of the sila would lead one to the first two successive 
stages of sainthood, viz. the sotapannabhava (the stage in which 
one is put in the right current) and the sakadagamibhava (the 
stage when one has only one more birth to undergo). Samadhi 
is a more advanced effort, for by it all the old roots of the old 
kilesas are destroyed and the tanha or desire is removed and 


Dhammasangani , p. 180. 
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Right Conduct 


It one is led to the more advanced states of a saint. It 
directly brings in pafifta (true wisdom) and by paflfta the saint 
achieves final emancipation and becomes what is called an 
arhat 1 . Wisdom {paMd) is right knowledge about the four 
ariya saccas, viz. sorrow, its cause, its destruction and its cause 


of destruction. 

Sila means those particular volitions and mental states, etc. 
by which a man who desists from committing sinful actions 
maintains himself on the right path. Sila thus means i. right 
volition (, cetana ), 2. the associated mental states ( cetasikd ), 
3, mental control ( sanivara ) and 4* tb e ac t ua l non-transgression 
(in body and speech) of the course of conduct already in the mind 
by the preceding three sllas called avltikkama. Samvara is 
spoken of as being of five kinds. 1. Patimokkhasamvara (the 
control which saves him who abides by it), 2. Satisamvara (the 
control of mindfulness), 3. Nanasamvara (the control of know¬ 
ledge), 4. Khantisamvara (the control of patience), 5. Viriya- 
samvara (the control of active self-restraint). Patimokkha¬ 
samvara means all self-control in general. Satisamvara means 
the mindfulness by which one can bring in the right and good 
associations when using one’s cognitive senses. Even when 
looking at any tempting object he will by virtue of his mindful¬ 
ness (sati) control himself from being tempted by avoiding to 
think of its tempting side and by thinking on such aspects of it 
as may lead in the right direction. Khantisamvara is that by 
which one can remain unperturbed in heat and cold. By the 
proper adherence to sila all our bodily, mental and vocal activities 
(kamma ) are duly systematized, organized, stabilized (satnddkd- 
nam, upadkdranam , patitthdy. 

The sage who adopts the full course should also follow a 
number of healthy monastic rules with reference to dress, sitting, 
dining, etc., which are called the dhatarigas or pure disciplinary 
parts*. The practice of sila and the dhutangas help the sage to 
adopt the course of samadhi. Samadhi as we have seen means 
the concentration of the mind bent on right endeavours ( kusala- 
cittekaggata samddhih ) together with its states upon one parti¬ 
cular object (ekarammand) so that they may completely cease to 
shift and change ( satnma ca avikkhipamandy. 


1 Visuddhimagga NidanAdikatka. 2 Visudihimagga-sllaniddeso, pp. 7 and 8. 

3 Visuddhimagga , II. 4 Visuddhimagga ,, pp. 84-85* 
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The man who has practised slla must train his mind 



in particular ways, so that it may be possible for him to acquire 
the chief concentration of meditation called jhana (fixed and 
steady meditation). These preliminary endeavours of the mind 
for the acquirement of jhanasamadhi eventually lead to it 
and are called upacara samadhi (preliminary samadhi) as dis¬ 
tinguished from the jhanasamadhi called the appanasamadhi 
(achieved samadhi) 1 2 . Thus as a preparatory measure, firstly he 
has to train his mind continually to view with disgust the appe¬ 
titive desires for eating and drinking (ahare pa(ikkulasafind) by 
emphasizing in the mind the various troubles that are associated 
in seeking food and drink and their ultimate loathsome trans¬ 
formations as various nauseating bodily elements. When a man 


continually habituates himself to emphasize the disgusting 
associations of food and drink, he ceases to have any attach¬ 
ment to them and simply takes them as an unavoidable evil, 
only awaiting the day when the final dissolution of all sorrows 
will come 3 . Secondly he has to habituate his mind to the idea 
that all the parts of our body are made up of the four elements, 
ksiti (earth), ap (water), tejas (fire) and wind (air), like the carcase 
of a cow at the butcher’s shop. This is technically called catu- 
dhatuvavatthanabhavana (the meditation of the body as being 
made up of the four elements)* Thirdly he has to habituate his 
mind to think again and again {anussati) about the virtues or 
greatness of the Buddha, the sarigha (the monks following the 
Buddha), the gods and the law (< dhammd ) of the Buddha, about 
the good effects of slla, and the making of gifts ( cdgdnussati ), 
about the nature of death ( ntarandnussati ) and about the deep 
nature and qualities of the final extinction of all phenomena 


( upasamanussati ) 4 . 


1 As it is not possible for me to enter into details, I follow what appears to me to 
be the main line of division showing the interconnection of jhana (Skr. dhydna) with 
its accessory stages called parikammas ( Visuddhimagga, pp. 85 f.). 

2 Visuddhitnagga, pp. 341-347; mark the # intense pessimistic attitude, 11 1 mafl ca 
pana ahare patikulasaftMm anuyuttassa bhikkhuno rasatanhdya cittam patdiyati, 
patikuttaii , pativattati; so, kantdranittharanatthiko viya puttamamsatn vigatamado 
dhdratn dhdrcti y&vadcva dukkhassa nittharana it hay a , ’ ’ p. 347. The mind of him who 
inspires himself with this supreme disgust to all food, becomes free from all desires for 
palatable tastes, and turns its back to them and flies off from them. As a means of 
getting rid of all sorrow he takes his food without any attachment as one would eat 
the flesh of his own son to sustain himself in crossing a forest. 

* Visuddkimagga , pp. 347-370- 4 Visuddhimagga , pp. 1 97 “^ 94 - 
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vancing further from the preliminary meditations or pre- 
Elions called the upacara samadhi we come to those other 
sources of concentration and meditation called the appanasamadhi 
which directly lead to the achievement of the highest samadhi. 
1 he processes of purification and strengthening of the mind 
continue in this stage also, but these represent the last attempts 
which lead the mind to its final goal Nibbana. In the first part 
of this stage the sage has to go to the cremation grounds and 
notice the diverse horrifying changes of the human carcases and 
think how nauseating, loathsome, unsightly and impure they are, 
and from this he w r ill turn his mind to the living human bodies 
and convince himself that they being in essence the same as the 
dead carcases are as loathsome as they 1 . This is called asubhakam- 
matthana or the endeavour to perceive the impurity of our bodies. 
He should think of the anatomical parts and constituents of the 
body as well as their processes, and this will help him to enter 
into the first jhana by leading his mind away from his body. 
This is called the kayagatasati or the continual mindfulness 
about the nature of the body 3 . As an aid to concentration the 
sage should sit in a quiet place and fix his mind on the inhaling 
(. passdsa ) and the exhaling ( assasa ) of his breath, so that instead 
of breathing in a more or less unconscious manner he may be 
aware whether he is breathing quickly or slowly; he ought to 
mark it definitely by counting numbers, so that by fixing his 
mind on the numbers counted he may fix his mind on the whole 
process of inhalation and exhalation in all stages of its course. 
This is called the anapanasati or the mindfulness of inhalation 
and exhalation 3 . 

Next to this we come to Brahmavihara, the fourfold medi¬ 
tation of metta (universal friendship), karuna (universal pity), 
mudita (happiness in the prosperity and happiness of all) and 
upekkha (indifference to any kind of preferment of oneself, his 
friend, enemy or a third party). In order to habituate oneself to 
the meditation on universal friendship,one should start with think¬ 
ing how he should himself like to root out all misery and become 
happy, how he should himself like to avoid death and live cheer¬ 
fully, and then pass over to the idea that other beings would also 
have the ^ame desires. He should thus habituate himself to think 
that his friends, his enemies, and all those with whom he is not 
1 Wsuddhimagga, vi. 2 Ibid. pp. -239-266. 3 Ibid . pp. 266-292. 
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^^dnnected might all live and become happy. He should fix himself 
to such an extent in this meditation that he would not find any 


3UWI CLll *** -- 

difference between the happiness or safety of himself and of others. 
He should never become angry with any person. Should he at any 
time feel himself offended on account of the injuries inflicted on 
him by his enemies, he should think of the futility of doubling 
his sadness by becoming sorry or vexed on that account. He 
should think that if he should allow himself to be affected by 
anger, he would spoil all his sila which he was so carefully prac¬ 
tising. If anyone has done a vile action by inflicting injury, 
should he himself also do the same by being angry at it ? If he 
were finding fault with others for being angry, could he himself 
indulge in anger? Moreover he should think that all the dhammas 
are momentary (khanikatta ); that there no longer existed the 
khandhas which had inflicted the injury, and moreover the inflic¬ 
tion of any injury being only a joint product, the man who was 
injured was himself an indispensable element in the production 
of the infliction as much as the man who inflicted theinjury, and 
there could not thus be any special reason for making him re¬ 


sponsible and of being angry with him. If even after thinking 
in this way the anger does not subside, he should think that by 
indulging in anger he could only bring mischief on himself through 
his bad deeds, and he should further think that the other man 
by being angry was only producing mischief to himself but not 
to him. By thinking in these ways the sage would be able to 
free his mind from anger against his enemies and establish him¬ 
self in an attitude of universal friendship*. This is called the 
metta-bhavana. In the meditation of universal pity ( karuna ) 
also one should sympathize with the sorrows of his friends and 
foes alike. The sage being more keen-sighted will feel pity for 
those who are apparently leading a happy life, but are neither 
acquiring merits nor endeavouring to proceed on the way to 
Nibbana, for they are to suffer innumerable lives of sorrow 2 . 

We next come to the jhanas with the help of material things 
as objects of concentration called the Kasinam. These objects of 
concentration may either be earth, water, fire, wind, blue colour, 
yellow colour, red colour, white colour, light or limited space 
(paricchinndkdsa ). Thus the sage may take a brown ball of earth 
and concentrate his mind upon it as an earth ball, sometimes 


1 Visuddhimagga , pp. 295-3 2 ^id. pp. 314-315* 


Meditation 

and sometimes with eyes shut. When he 
tting his eyes he can visualize the object in his 
mind, he may leave off the object and retire to another place to 
concentrate upon the image of the earth ball in his mind. 

In the first stages of the first meditation (pathamam jhanani) 
the mind is concentrated on the object in the .way of understanding 
it with its form and name and of comprehending it with its diverse 
relations. This state of concentration is called vitakka (discursive 
meditation). The next stage of the first meditation is that in 
which the mind does not move in the object in relational terms 
but becomes fixed and settled in it and penetrates into it without 
any quivering. This state is called vicara (steadily moving). 1 he 
first stage vitakka has been compared in Buddhaghosa’s Visud- 
dhimagga to the flying of a kite with its wings flapping, whereas 
the second stage is compared to its flying in a sweep without the 
least quiver of its wings. These two stages are associated with 
a buoyant exaltation ( piti ) and a steady inward bliss called sukha 1 
instilling the mind. The formation of this first jhana roots out 
five ties of avijja, kamacchando (dallying with desires), vyapado 
(hatred), thinamiddham (sloth and torpor), uddhaccakukkuccam 
(pride and restlessness), and vicikiccha (doubt). The five elements 
of which this jhana is constituted are vitakka, vicara, piti, sukham 
and ekaggata (one pointedness). 

When the sage masters the first jhana he finds it defective 
and wants to enter into the second meditation {dutiyam jhanawi), 
where there is neither any vitakka nor vicara of the first jhana, 
but the mind is in one unruffled state ( ekodibhavam ). It is a 
much steadier state and does not possess the movement which 
characterized the vitakka and the vicara stages of the first jhana 
and is therefore a very placid state (vitakka-vicarakkkobka- 
virahena ativiya acalata suppasannatd ca\ It is however associ¬ 
ated with piti, sukha and ekaggata as the first jhana was. 

When the second jhana is mastered the sage becomes disin¬ 
clined towards the enjoyment of the piti of that stage and becomes 
indifferent to them ( upekkhako ). A sage in this stage sees the 
objects but is neither pleased nor displeased. At this stage al T 
the asavas of the sage become loosened ( khindsava ). Th 
enjoyment of sukha however still remains in the stage and th 

1 Where there is piti there is sukha, but where there is sukha there may not 
necessarily be piti. Visuddhimagga , p. 145. 
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if not properly and carefully watched would like someti 
turn back to the enjoyment of plti again. The two character¬ 
istics of this jhana are sukha and ekaggata. It should however 
be noted that though there is the feeling of highest sukha here, 
the mind is not only not attached' to it but is indifferent to it 
(atimadhurasukhe sukhaparamippatte pi tatiyajjhane upekkhako , 
na tattha. sukhdbhisangena dkaddhiyati ) 1 , The earth ball ( pathavi) 
is however still the object of the jhana. 

In the fourth or the last jhana both the sukha (happiness) and 
the dukkha (misery) vanish away and all the roots of attachment 
and antipathies are destroyed. This state is characterized by 
supreme and absolute indifference ( upekkha ) which was slowly 
growing in all the various stages of the jhanas. The characteris¬ 
tics of this jhana are therefore upekkha and ekaggata. With the 
mastery of this jhana comes final perfection and total extinction 
of the citta called cetovimutti, and the sage becomes thereby an 
arhat 3 . There is no further production of the khandhas, <no rebirth, 
and there is the absolute cessation of all sorrows and sufferings— 
NibbSna. 


Kamma. 

In the Katha (II. 6 ) Yama says that “a fool who is blinded 
with the infatuation of riches does not believe in a future life; he 
thinks that only this life exists and not any other, and thus he 
comes again and again within my grasp.” In the Dlgha Nikaya 
also we read how Payasi was trying to give his reasons in support 
of his belief that “Neither is there any other world, nor are there 
beings, reborn otherwise than from parents, nor is there fruit or 
result of deeds well done or ill done 3 .” Some of his arguments 
were that neither the vicious nor the virtuous return to tell us 
that they suffered or enjoyed happiness in the other world, that 
if the virtuous had a better life in store, and if they believed 
in it, they would certainly commit suicide in order to get it at 
the earliest opportunity, that in spite of taking the best precau¬ 
tions we do not find at the time of the death of any person that 
his soul goes out, or that his body weighs less on account of 
the departure of his soul, and so on. Kassapa refutes his argu¬ 
ments with apt illustrations. But in spite of a few agnostics of 

1 Visuddhimagga , p. 163. 

3 Majjhirna Nikaya, 1. p. 396, and Visuddhimagga, pp. 167-168. 

3 Dialogues of the Buddha, II. p. 349; D. N. II. pp. 317 ff. 



Deeds and Desires 


Jsi’s type, we have every reason to believe that the doctrine 
ofrebirth in other worlds and in this was often spoken of in the 
Upanisads and taken as an accepted fact by the Buddha. In 
the Milinda Panha , we find Nagasena saying “it is through a 
difference in their karma that men are not all alike, but some 
long lived, some short lived, some healthy and some sickly, some 
handsome and some ugly, some powerful and some weak, some 
rich and some poor, some of high degree and some of low 
degree, some wise and some foolish'.’ We have seen in the 
third chapter that the same sort of views was enunciated by the 




Upanisad sages. 

But karma could produce its effect in this life or any 
other life only when there were covetousness, antipathy and in- 
fatuation. But “ when a man’s deeds are performed without 
covetousness, arise without covetousness and are occasioned with¬ 
out covetousness, then inasmuch as covetousness is gone these 
deeds are abandoned, uprooted, pulled out of the ground like a 
palmyra tree and become non-existent and not liable to spring 
up again in the future*.” Karma by itself without craving {tanka) 
is incapable of bearing good or bad fruits. Thus we read in the 
Mahdsatipatthdna sutta, “ even this craving, potent for rebirth, 
that is accompanied by lust and self-indulgence, seeking satis¬ 
faction now here, now there, to wit, the craving for the life of 
sense, the craving for becoming (renewed life) and the craving 
for not becoming (for no new rebirth)*.” “Craving for things 
visible, craving for things audible, craving for things that may 
be smelt, tasted, touched, for things in memory recalled. These 
are the things in this world that are dear, that are pleasant. 
There does craving take its rise, there does it dwell 4 . Pre-occu¬ 
pation and deliberation of sensual gratification giving rise to 
craving is the reason why sorrow comes. And this is the first 
arya satya (noble truth). 

The cessation of sorrow can only happen with “ the utter 
cessation of and disenchantment about that very craving, giving 
it up, renouncing it and emancipation from it 5 .” 

When the desire or craving {tanka) has once ceased the 
sage becomes an arhat, and the deeds that he may do after 
that will bear no fruit. An arhat cannot* have any good or bad 


i Warren’s Buddhism in Translations , p. 215. 2 Ibid. pp. 216-217. 

3 Dialogues of the Buddha , II. p. 340. 4 Ibid. p. 341. 5 Ibid. p. 341. 
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:s of whatever he does. For it is through desire that k^ritfa 
finds 'its scope of giving fruit. With the cessation of desire all 
ignorance,.antipathy and grasping cease and consequently there 
is nothing which can determine rebirth. An arhat may suffer the 
effects of the deeds done by him in some previous birth just as 
Moggallana did, but in spite of the remnants of his past karma 
an arhat was an emancipated man on account of the cessation of 
his desire 1 . 

Kammas are said to be of three kinds, of body, speech and 
mind ( kdyika , vdcika and manasika). The root of this kamma 
is however volition ( cetand ) and the states associated with it 2 . If 
a man wishing to kill animals goes out into the forest in search of 
them, but cannot get any of them there even after a long search, 
his misconduct is not a bodily one, for he could not actually 
commit the deed with his body. So if he gives an order for com¬ 


mitting a similar misdeed, and if it is not actually carried out 
with the body, it would be a misdeed by speech ( vdcika ) and not 
by the body. But the merest bad thought or ill will alone whether 
carried into effect or not would be a kamma of the mind {mdna- 
sikaf. But the mental kamma must be present as the root of 
all bodily and vocal kammas, for if this is absent, as in the case 
of an arhat, there cannot be any kammas at all for him. 

Kammas are divided from the point of view of effects into 
four classes, viz. (i) those which are bad and produce impurity, 
(2) those which are good and productive of purity, (3) those 
which are partly good and partly bad and thus productive of 
both purity and impurity, (4) those which are neither good nor 
bad and productive neither of purity nor oi impurity, but which 
contribute to the destruction of kammas 4 . 
yj Final extinction of sorrow ( nibbana ) takes place as the natural 
result of the destruction of desires. Scholars of Buddhism have 
tried to discover the meaning of this ultimate happening, and 
various interpretations have been offered. Professor De la Valine 
Poussin has pointed out that in the Pali texts Nibbana has 
sometimes been represented as a happy state, as pure annihila¬ 
tion, as an inconceivable existence or as a changeless state 8 . 


1 See Kath&vatthu and Warren’s Buddhism in Translations , pp. M* ff. 

2 Attkasfiliniy p. 88. 8 See Atthasdlinl, p. 90. 4 Sec Atthasdhm , p. 89. 

6 Prof. De la Vallee Poussin’s article in the E. E. E. on Nirvana. See also 

Cullavagga, ix. i. 4; Mrs Rhys Davids’s Psalms of the early Buddhists , I. and II., 
Introduction, p. xxxvii; Dtgha , II. 15; Udana> VIII.; Samyutta, III. 109. 



Nibbana 


4iL 


_chrader, in discussing Nibbana in Pali Text Society Journal, 

1905, says that the Buddha held that those who sought to become 
identified after death with the soul of the world as infinite space 
( akasa ) or consciousness ( vinhana ) attained to a state in which 
they had a corresponding feeling of infiniteness without having 
really lost their individuality. This latter interpretation of 
Nibbana seems to me to be very new and quite against the spirit 
of the Buddhistic texts. It seems to me to be a hopeless task 
to explain Nibbana in terms of worldly experience, and there 
is no way in which we can better indicate it than by saying that 
it is a cessation of all sorrow; the stage at which all worldly 
experiences have ceased can hardly be described either as positive 
or negative. Whether we exist in some form eternally or do not 
exist is not a proper Buddhistic question, for it is a heresy to 
think of a Tathagata as existing eternally (sdsvata) or not- 
existing ( asasvata ) or whether he is existing as well as not 
existing or whether he is neither existing nor non-existing. Any 
one who seeks to discuss whether Nibbana is either a positive 
and eternal state or a mere state of non-existence or annihilation, 


takes a view which has been discarded in Buddhism as heretical. 
It is true that we in modern times are not satisfied with it, for 
we want to know what it all means. But it is not possible to 
give any answer since Buddhism regarded all these questions as 
illegitimate. 

Later Buddhistic writers like Nagarjuna and Candrakirtti 
took advantage of this attitude of early Buddhism and inter¬ 
preted it as meaning the non-essential character of all existence. 
Nothing existed, and therefore any question regarding the exist¬ 
ence or non-existence of anything would be meaningless. There 
is no difference between the wordly stage ( satnsdra) and Nibbana, 
for as all appearances are non-essential, they never existed during 
the samsara so that they could not be annihilated in Nibbana. 


Upanisads and Buddhism. 

The Upanisads had discovered that the true self was ananda 
(bliss) 1 . We could suppose that early Buddhism tacitly pre¬ 
supposes some such idea. It was probably thought that if there was 
the self (attd) it must be bliss. The Upanisads had asserted that 
the self (dtman) was indestructible and eternal 1 . If we are allowed 

> Tait. II. 5. 2 Brh. IV. 5. 14. K-tha. V. 13. 
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^j^^rmake explicit what was implicit In early Buddhism we could 
conceive it as holding that if there was the self it must be bliss, 
because it was eternal. This causal connection has not indeed 
been anywhere definitely pronounced in the Upanisads, but he 
who carefully reads the Upanisads cannot but think that the 
reason why the Upanisads speak of the self as bliss is that it is 
eternal. But the converse statement that what was not eternal 
was sorrow does not appear to be emphasized clearly in the 
Upanisads. The important postulate of the Buddha is that that 
which is changing is sorrow, and whatever is sorrow is not self 1 . 
The point at which Buddhism parted from the Upanisads lies 
in the experiences of the self. The Upanisads doubtless con¬ 
sidered that there were many experiences which we often iden¬ 
tify with seif, but which are impermanent. But the belief is 
found in the Upanisads that there was associated with these a 
permanent part as well, and that it was this permanent essence 
which was the true and unchangeable self, the blissful. They con¬ 
sidered that this permanent self as pure bliss could not be defined 
as this, but could only be indicated as not this, not this (neti 
netiy. But the early Pali scriptures hold that we could nowhere 
find out such a permanent essence, any constant self, in our 
changing experiences. All were but changing phenomena and 
therefore sorrow and therefore non-self, and what was non-self 
was not mine, neither I belonged to it, nor did it belong to me 
as my self* 

The true self was with the Upanisads a matter of tran¬ 
scendental experience as it were, for they said that it could not 
be described in terms of anything, but could only be pointed out 
as “ there,” behind all the changing mental categories. The 
Buddha looked into the mind and saw that it did not exist. But 
how was it that the existence of this self was so widely spoken 
of as demonstrated in experience? To this the reply of the 
Buddha was that what people perceived there when they said 
that they perceived the self was but the mental experiences 
either individually or together. The ignorant ordinary man did 
not know the noble truths and was not trained in the way of wise 
men, and considered himself to be endowed with form ( rupa ) 
or found the forms in his self or the self in the forms. He 



1 Samyutta Nik&ya , III. pp. 44-45 ff. 

3 See Brh. iv. iv. Chandogya, vm. 7-1«. 


* Samyutta Nikaya, hi. 45, 
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rienced the thought (of the moment) as it were the self or ex¬ 
perienced himself as being endowed with thought, or the thought 
in the self or the self in the thought. It is these kinds of experi¬ 
ences that he considered as the perception of the self 1 . 

The Upanisads did not try to establish any school of discipline 
or systematic thought. They revealed throughout the dawn of an 
experience of an immutable Reality as the self of man, as the only 
abiding truth behind all changes. But Buddhism holds that this 
immutable self of man is a delusion and a false knowledge. 
The first postulate of the system is that impermanence is sorrow. 
Ignorance about sorrow, ignorance about the way it originates, 
ignorance about the nature of the extinction of sorrow, and ignor¬ 
ance about the means of bringing about this extinction represent 
the fourfold ignorance ( avijjdy . The avidya, which is equivalent 
to the Pali word avijja, occurs in the Upanisads also, but there 
it means ignorance about the atman doctrine, and it is sometimes 
contrasted with vidya or true knowledge about the self (atman) 9 . 
With the Upanisads the highest truth was the permanent self, 
the bliss, but with the Buddha there was nothing permanent; and 
all was change; and all change and impermanence was sorrow 4 . 
This is, then, the cardinal truth of Buddhism, and ignorance con¬ 
cerning it in the above fourfold ways represented the fourfold 
ignorance which stood in the way of the right comprehension of 
the fourfold cardinal truths (artya sacca) —sorrow, cause of the 
origination of sorrow, extinction of sorrow, and the means thereto. 

There is no Brahman or supreme permanent reality and no 
self, and this ignorance does not belong to any ego or self as we 
may ordinarily be led to suppose. 

Thus it is said in the Visuddkimagga “inasmuch however 
as ignorance is empty of stability from being subject to a coming 
into existence and a disappearing from existence...and is empty 
of a self-determining Ego from being subject to dependence,— 
...or in other words inasmuch as ignorance is not an Ego, and 
similarly with reference to Karma and the rest—therefore is it 
to be understood of the wheel of existence that it is empty with 
a twelvefold emptiness®.” 


1 Samyutta Nik&ya , ill. 46. 2 Majjhima Alikdya, 1. p. 54. 

3 Cha. 1. 1. 10. Brh. iv. 3. 20. There are some passages where vidya and avidya 
have been used in a different and rather obscure sense, ha 9—j 1. 

4 A rig. Nikaya % III. 85. 

5 Warren’s Buddhism in Translations ( Visuddhimagga, chap. XVII.), p. 175. 
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The Schools of Theravada Buddhism. 

There is reason to believe that the oral instructions of the 
Buddha were not collected until a few centuries after his death. 
Serious quarrels arose amongst his disciples or rather amongst 
the successive generations of the disciples of his disciples about 
his doctrines and other monastic rules which he had enjoined 
upon his followers. Thus we find that when the council of Vesali 
decided against the Vrjin monks, called also the Vajjiputtakas, 
they in their turn held another great meeting (Mahasangha) and 
came to their own decisions about certain monastic rules and thus 
came to be called as the Mahasanghikas 1 . According to Vasu- 
mitra as translated by Vassilief, the Mahasanghikas seceded in 
400 B.C. and during the next one hundred years they gave rise 
first to the three schools Ekavyavaharikas, Lokottaravadins, and 
Kukkulikas and after that the BahuSrutiyas. In the course of the 
next one hundred years, other schools rose out of it namely the 
TrajfSaptivadins, Caittikas, Apara£ailas and UttaraSailas. The 
Theravada or the Sthaviravada school which had convened the 
council of Vesali developed during the second and first century B.C. 
into a number of schools, viz. the Haimavatas, Dharmaguptikas, 
Mahiteasakas, Ka£yapiyas, Sankrantikas (more well known as 
Sautrantikas)and the Vatsiputtrlyas which latter was again split up 
into the Dharmottariyas, Bhadrayanlyas, Sammitlyas and Chan- 
nagankas. The main branch of the Theravada school was from 
the second century downwards known as the Hetuvadins or 
Sarvastivadins 2 . The Mahabodkivamsa identifies the Theravada 
school with the Vibhajjavadins. The commentator of the Katka- 
vatthu who probably lived according to Mrs Rhys Davids some¬ 
time in the fifth century A.D. mentions a few other schools of 
Buddhists. But of all these Buddhist schools we kiiow very little. 
Vasumitra (100 A.D.) gives us some very meagre accounts of 


1 The Makdvamsa differs from Dlpavamsa in holding that the Vajjiputtakas did 
not develop into the Mahasanghikas, but it was the Mahasanghikas who first seceded 
while the Vajjiputtakas seceded independently of them. The Mahabodkivamsa, which 
according to Professor Geiger was composed 975 a.d.— toooa.d., follows the Maha- 
varpsa in holding the Mahasanghikas to be the first seceders and Vajjiputtakas to have 
seceded independently. 

Vasumitra confuses the council of Vesali with the third council of Pataliputra. See 
introduction to translation of Kaikavatthti by Mrs Rhys Davids. 

2 For other accounts of the schism see Mr Aung and Mrs Rhys Davids’s translation 
of Kathdvatthu , pp. xxxvi-xlv. 
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certain schools, of the Mahasanghikas, Lokottaravadins, Ekavya- 
vaharikas, Kukkulikas, Prajfiaptivadins and Sarvastivadins, but 
these accounts deal more with subsidiary matters of little philo¬ 
sophical importance. Some of the points of interest are (r) that the 
Mahasanghikas were said to believe that the body was filled with 
mind ( citta ) which was represented as sitting, (2) that the Prajftap- 
tivadins held that there was no agent in man, that there was no 
untimely death, for it was caused by the previous deeds of man, 
(3) that the Sarvastivadins believed that everything existed. From 
the discussions found in the Kathavattku also we may know the 
views of some of the schools on some points which are not always 
devoid of philosophical interest But there is nothing to be found 
by which we can properly know the philosophy of these schools. It 
is quite possible however that these so-called schools of Buddhism 
were not so many different systems but only differed from one 
another on some points of dogma or practice which were con¬ 
sidered as being of sufficient interest to them, but which to us now 
appear to be quite trifling. But as we do not know any of their 
literatures, it is better not to make any unwarrantable surmises. 
These schools are however not very important for a history of later 
Indian Philosophy, for none of them are even referred to in any 
of the systems of Hindu thought. T*he only schools of Buddhism 
with which other schools of philosophical thought came in direct 
contact, are the Sarvastivadins including the Sautrantikas and 
the Vaibhasikas, the Yogacara or the Vijflanavadins and the 
Madhyamikas or the Sunyavadins. We do not know which of the 
diverse smaller schools were taken up into these four great schools, 
the Sautrantika, Vaibhasika, Yogacara and the Madhyamika 
schools. But as these schools were most important in relation 
to the development of the different systems in Hindu thought, 
it is best that we should set ourselves to gather what we can 
about these systems of Buddhistic thought. 

When the Hindu writers refer to the Buddhist doctrine in 
general terms such as “the Buddhists say” without calling 
them the Vijflanavadins or the Yogacaras and the Sunyavadins, 
they often refer to the Sarvastivadins by which they mean 
both the Sautrantikas and the Vaibhasikas, ignoring the differ¬ 
ence that exists between these two schools. It is well to 
mention that there is hardly any evidence to prove that the 
Hindu writers were acquainted with the Theravada doctrines 
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expressed in the Pali works. The Vaibhasikas and the Sail" 
trantikas have been more or Jess associated with each other. Thus 
the Abhidharmakosatastra of Vasubandhu who was a Vaibhasika 
was commented upon by YaSomitra who was a Sautrantika. The 
difference between the Vaibhasikas and the Sautrantikas that 
attracted the notice of the Hindu writers was this, that the former 
believed that external objects were directly perceived, whereas 
the latter believed that the existence of the external objects could 
only be inferred from our diversified knowledge 1 . Gunaratna 
(fourteenth century A.D.) in his commentary Tarkarahasyadipikd 
on Saddarsanasamuccaya says that the Vaibhasika was but another 
name of the Aryasammitiya school. According to Gunaratna the 
Vaibhasikas held that things existed for four moments, the 
moment of production, the moment of existence, the moment of 
decay and the moment of annihilation. It has been pointed out 
in Vasubandhu s Abhidharmakosa that the Vaibhasikas believed 
these to be four kinds of forces which by coming in combination 
with the permanent essence of an entity produced its imperma¬ 
nent manifestations in life (see Prof. Stcherbatsky's translation 
of Yasomitra on Abhidfmrmakosa kdrikd , v. 25). The self called 
pudgala also possessed those characteristics. Knowledge was 
formless and was produced along with its object by the very 
same conditions ( drthascihabkdsi ekasamdgryadhinak). The Sau¬ 
trantikas according to Gunaratna held that there was no soul but 
only the five skandhas. These skandhas transmigrated. The past, 
the future, annihilation, dependence on cause, aka£a and pudgala 
are but names {samjndmdtram\ mere assertions ( pratijndmatram), 
mere limitations ( sunivrtutndtrciin ) and mere phenomena (* vyu- 
vaharamatrani). By pudgala they meant that which other people 
called eternal and all pervasive soul. External objects are never 
directly perceived but are only inferred as existing for explaining 
the diversity of knowledge. Definite cognitions are valid; all 
compounded things are momentary ( ksanikah sarvasamskardh). 


1 Madhavacarya’s Sarvadarlanasamgraha, chapter n. Sdstradipika , the discussions 
on Pratyaksa, Amalananda’s commentary (on Bh Smalt) Vedantakalpataru , p. 286, 
“ vaibhastkasya babyo'rthah pratyaksah , sautr&ntikasya jfidnagatakaravaiciiryen 
anurneyah. The nature of the inference of the Sautrantikas is shown thus by Amaia- 
nanda (1247-1260 a. D.) “ ye yas min satyapi kadScitkdh te tadalirikldpeksak ” (those 
(i.e. cognitions) which in spite of certain unvaried conditions are of unaccounted 
diversity must depend on other things in addition to these, be. the external objects) 
Vedantakalpataru , p. 289. 
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The atoms of colour, taste, smell and touch, and cognition are 
being destroyed every moment. The meanings of words always 
imply the negations of all other things, excepting that which is 
intended to be signified by that word (anyapohah sabddrthak ). 
Salvation {mokfa ) comes as the result of the destruction of the 
process of knowledge through continual meditation that there 


is no soul 1 . 

One of the main differences between the Vibhajjavadins, Sau- 
trantikas and the Vaibhasikas or the SarvSstivadins appears to 
refer to the notion of time which is a subject of great interest 
with Buddhist philosophy. Thus Abkidharmakosa (v. 24...) 
describes the SarvSstivadins as those who maintain the universal 
existence of everything past, present and future. The Vibhajja¬ 
vadins are those “ who maintain that the present elements and 
those among the past that have not yet produced their fruition, 
are existent, but they deny the existence of the future ones and 
of those among the past that have already produced fruition.” 
There were four branches of this school represented by Dhar- 
matrata, Ghosa, Vasumitra and Buddhadeva. Dharmatrata main¬ 
tained that when an element enters different times, its existence 
changes but hot its essence, just as when milk is changed into curd 
or a golden vessel is broken, the form of the existence changes 
though the essence remains the same. Ghosa held that “ when 
an element appears at different times, the past one retains its 
past aspects without being severed from its future and present 
aspects, the present likewise retains its present aspect without 
completely losing its past and future aspects,” just as a man in 
passionate love with a woman does not lose his capacity to love 
other women though he is not actually in love with them. Vasu¬ 
mitra held that an entity is called present, past and future accord¬ 
ing as it produces its efficiency, ceases to produce after having 
once produced it or has not yet begun to produce it. Buddha¬ 
deva maintained the view that just as the same woman may 
be called mother, daughter, wife, so the same entity may be 
called present, past or future in accordance with its relation to the 
preceding or the succeeding moment 

All these schools are in some sense SarvSstivadins, for they 
maintain universal existence. But the Vaibhasika finds them all 
defective excepting the view of Vasumitra. For Dharmatrata’s 


1 Gun.aratna’s Tarkarahasyadipiki , pp. 46-47. 
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view is only a veiled Samkhya doctrine; that of Ghosa is a 
confusion of the notion of time, since it presupposes the co¬ 
existence of all the aspects of an entity at the same time, and 
that of Buddhadeva is also an impossible situation, since it would 
suppose that all the three times were found together and included 
in one of them. The Vaibhasika finds himself in agreement 
with Vasumitra’s view and holds that the difference in time 
depends upon the difference of the function of an entity; at the 
time when an entity does not actually produce its function it is 
future; when it produces it, it becomes present; when after having 
produced it, it stops, it becomes past; there is a real existence 
of the past and the future as much as of the present. He thinks 
that if the past did not exist and assert some efficiency it could 
not have been the object of my knowledge, and deeds done in 
past times could not have produced its effects in the present 
time. The Sautrantika however thought that the Vaibhasika’s 
'doctrine would imply the heretical doctrine of eternal existence, 
for according to them the stuff remained the same and the time- 
difference appeared in it. The true view according to him was, 
that there was no difference between the efficiency of an entity, 
the entity and the time of its appearance. Entities appeared 
from non-existence, existed for a moment and again ceased to 
exist. He objected to the Vaibhasika view that the past is to 
be regarded as existent because it exerts efficiency in bringing 
about the present on the ground that in that case there should 
be no difference between the past and the present, since both 
exerted efficiency. If a distinction is made between past, present 
and future efficiency by a second grade of efficiencies, then we 
should have to continue it and thus have a vicious infinite. We 
can know non-existent entities as much as we can know existent 
ones, and hence our knowledge of the past does not imply 
that the past is exerting any efficiency. If a distinction is 
made between an efficiency and an entity, then the reason why 
efficiency started at any particular time and ceased at another 
would be inexplicable. Once you admit that there is no dif¬ 
ference between efficiency and the entity, you at once find that 
there is no time at all and the efficiency, the entity and the 
moment are all one and the same. When we remember a thing 
of the past we do not know it as existing in the past, but in the 
same way in which we knew it when it was present. We are 
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never attracted to past passions as the Vaibhasika suggests, but 
past passions leave residues which become the causes of new 
passions of the present moment 1 . 

Again we can have a glimpse of the respective positions of 
the Vatslputtrlyas and the Sarvastivadins as represented by 
Vasubandhu if we attend to the discussion on the subject of 
the existence of soul in Abhidharmakosa. The argument of 
Vasubandhu against the existence of soul is this, that though 
it is true that the sense organs may be regarded as a deter¬ 
mining cause of perception, no such cause can be found which 
may render the inference of the existence of soul necessary. 
If soul actually exists, it must have an essence of its own and 
must be something different from the elements or entities of a 
personal life. Moreover, such an eternal, uncaused and un¬ 
changing being would be without any practical efficiency ( artha- 
kriydkaritva) which alone determines or proves existence. The 
soul can thus be said to have a mere nominal existence as a 
mere object of current usage. There is no soul, but there are 
only the elements of a personal life. But the Vatsiputtriya 
school held that just as fire could not be said to be either the 
same as the burning wood or as different from it, and yet it is 
separate from it, so the soul is an individual ( pudgala ) which has 
a separate existence, though we could not say that it was 
altogether different from the elements of a personal life or the 
same as these. It exists as being conditioned by the elements 
of personal life, but it cannot further be defined. But its existence 
cannot be denied, for wherever there is an activity, there must 
be an agent (e.g. Devadatta walks). To be conscious is likewise 
an action, hence the agent who is conscious must also exist 
To this Vasubandhu replies that Devadatta (the name of a 
person) does not represent an unity. “ It is only an unbroken 
continuity of momentary forces (flashing into existence), which 
simple people believe to be a unity and to which they give the 
name Devadatta. Their belief that Devadatta moves is con¬ 
ditioned, and is based on an analogy with their own experience, 
but their own continuity of life consists in constantly moving 
from one place to another. This movement, though regarded as 


1 I am indebted for the above account to the unpublished translation from Tibetan 
of a small portion of Abhidharmakosa by my esteemed friend Prof. Th. Stclierbatsky 
of Petrograd. I am grateful to him that he allowed me to utilize it. 
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ing to a permanent entity, is but a series of new produc¬ 
tions in different places, just as the expressions 'fire moves/ 
* sound spreads * have the meaning of continuities (of new pro¬ 
ductions in new places). They likewise use the words ‘Devadatta 
cognises* in order to express the fact that a cognition (takes place 
in the present moment) which has a cause (in the former moments, 
these former moments coming in close succession being called 
Devadatta).” 

The problem of memory also does not bring any difficulty, 
for the stream of consciousness being one throughout, it produces 
its recollections 'when connected with a previous knowledge of 
the remembered object under certain conditions of attention, 
etc., and absence of distractive factors, such as bodily pains or 
violent emotions. No agent is required in the phenomena of 
memory. The cause of recollection is a suitable state of mind 
and nothing else. When the Buddha told his birth stories saying 
that he was such and such in such and such a life, he only 
meant that his past and his present belonged to one and the 
same lineage of momentary existences. Just as when we say 
“ this same fire which had been consuming that has reached this 
object/* we know that the fire is not identical at any two 
moments, but yet we overlook the difference and say that it is 
the same fire. Again, what we call an individual can only be 
known by descriptions such as “ this venerable man, having this 
name, of such a caste, of such a family, of such an age, eating 
such food, finding pleasure or displeasure in such things, of such 
an age, the man who after a life of such length, will pass away 
having reached an age/* Only so much description can be 
understood, but we have never a direct acquaintance with the 
individual; all that is perceived are the momentary elements of 
sensations, images, feelings, etc., and these happening at the 
former moments exert a pressure on the later ones. The in¬ 
dividual is thus only a fiction, a mere nominal existence, a mere 
thing of description and not of acquaintance; it cannot be 
grasped either by the senses or by the action of pure intellect. 
This becomes evident when we judge it by analogies from other 
fields. Thus whenever we use any common noun, e.g. milk, we 
sometimes falsely think that there is such an entity as milk, but 
what really exists is only certain momentary colours, tastes, etc., 
fictitiously unified as milk; and “just as milk and water are 
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names (for a set of independent elements) for 
(taste and touch) taken together, so is the designa¬ 
tion 1 individual * but a common name for the different elements 
of which it is composed/’ 

The reason why the Buddha declined to decide the question 
whether the “ living being is identical with the body or not ” is 
just because there did not exist any living being as “individual,” 
as is generally supposed. He did not declare that the living 
being did not exist, because in that case the questioner would 
have thought that the continuity of the elements of a life was 
also denied. In truth the “ living being ” is only a conventional 
name for a set of constantly changing elements 1 . 

The only book of the Sammitiyas known to us and that by 
name only is the Sammitiyasdstra translated into Chinese between 
350 A.D. to 431 A.D.; the original Sanskrit works are however 
probably lost 8 . 

The Vaibhasikas are identified with the Sarvastivadins who 
according to Dipavamsa V. 47, as pointed out by Takakusu, 
branched off from the Mahf£asakas, who in their turn had 
separated from the Theravada school. 

From the Katkdvatthu we know (1) that the Sabbatthivadins 
believed that everything existed, (2) that the dawn of right attain¬ 
ment was not a momentary flash of insight but by a gradual 
process, (3) that consciousness or even samadhi was nothing but 

1 This account is based on the translation of Aftamakolasthananibaddhah pudgala- 
vinikayah, a special appendix to the eighth chapter of AbhidharmaJkoia , by Prof. Th. 
Stcherbatsky, Bulletin dc VAcadlmic des Sciences de Rustic> 1919. 

a Professor De la Valine Poussin has collected some of the points of this doctrine 
in an article on the Sammitiyas in the E . R. E. He there says that in the Abhidkar- 
niakolavydkkyd the Sammitiyas have been identified with the Vatslputtriyas and that 
many of its texts were admitted by the Vaibhasikas of a later age. Some of their views 
are as follows: (t) An arhat in possession of nirvana can fall away; (2) there is an 
intermediate state between death and rebirth called antardbhava ; (3) merit accrues not 
only by gift {tyagdnvaya) but also by the fact of the actual use and advantage reaped 
by the man to whom the thing was given ( paribkoganvaya, puny a); (4) not only 
abstention from evil deeds but a declaration of intention to that end produces merit 
by itself alone; (5) they believe in a pudgala (soul) as distinct from the skandhas from 
which it can be said to be either different or non-different. “ The pudgala cannot be 
said to be transitory ( anitya ) like the skandhas since it transmigrates laying down 
the burden ( skandhas ) shouldering a new burden; it cannot be said to be permanent, 
since it is made of transitory constituents.” This pudgala doctrine of the Sammitiyas 
as sketched by Professor De la Valine Poussin is not in full agreement with the 
pudgala doctrine, of the Sammitiyas as sketched by Gunaratna which we have noticed 
above. 
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_ fux and (4) that an arhat (saint) may fall away 1 2 . The Sab- 
batthivadins or Sarvastivadins have a vast Abhidharma literature 
still existing in Chinese translations which is different from the 
Abhidharma of the Theravada school which we have already 
mentioned 9 . These are 1 . Jnanaprasthana Sastra of Katyayani- 
puttra which passed by the name of Maha Vibhdsd from which 
the Sabbatthivadins who followed it are called Vaibhasikas 3 . This 
work is said to have been given a literary form by ASvaghosa. 
2. Dharmaskandha by &ariputtra. 3. Dhatukaya by Purna. 
4* Prajnapttsastra by Maudgalyayana. 5. Vijnanakaya by De- 
vaksema. 6. Sangitiparyydya by Sariputtra and Prakaranapada 
by Vasumitra. Vasubandhu (420 A.D. —500 A.D.) wrote a work on 
the Vaibhasika 4 * * system in verses (karika ) known as the Abhidhar- 
mako§a y to which he appended a commentary of his own which 
passes by the name Abhidharma Kosabhasya in which he pointed 
out some of the defects of the Vaibhasika school from the Sau¬ 


trantika point of view 8 . This work was commented upon by 
Vasumitra and Gunamati and later on by Ya^omitfa who was 
himself a Sautrantika and called his work Abhidharmakosa 
vydkhyd; Safighabhadra a contemporary of Vasubandhu wrote 
Samayapradipa and ISfyayanusara (Chinese translations of which 
are available) on strict Vaibhasika lines. We hear also of other 
Vaibhasika writers such as Dharmatrata, Ghosaka, Vasumitra 
and Bhadanta, the writer of Sarnyuktabhidkarmasastra and Ma~ 
hdvibhdsa, . Dinnaga (480 A.D. ), the celebrated logicians Vaibhasika 
or a Sautrantika and reputed to be a pupil of Vasubandhu, wrote 
his famous work Pramanasamuccaya in which he established 
Buddhist logic and refuted many of the views of Vatsyayana 
the celebrated commentator of the Nydya siitras ; but we regret 


1 See Mrs Rhys Davids’s translation Kathavatthu , p. xix, and Sections I. 6 , 7; 
II. 9 and XI. 6. 

2 Mahavyutpatti gives two names for Sarvastivada, viz. Mulasarvastivada and Ary- 
yasarvastivada- Itsing (671-695 A.D.) speaks of Aryyamulasarvastivada and Mulasar¬ 
vastivada. In his time he found it prevailing in Magadha, Guzrat, Sind, S. India, 
E. India. Takakusu says {P. T.S. 1904-1905) that Paramartha, in his life of Vasu¬ 
bandhu, says that it was propagated from Kashmere to Middle India by Vasubhadra, 
who studied it there. 

* Takakusu says (P. T.S. 1904-1905) that Katyayaniputtra’s work was probably 
a compilation from other Vibhasas which existed before the Chinese translations and 
Vibhasa texts dated 383 A.D. 

4 See Takakusu’s article J. P 4 .S. 1905. 

6 The Sautrantikas did not regard the Abhidharmas of the Vaibhasikas as authentic 

and laid stress on the suttanta doctrines as given in the Suttapitaka. 
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that none of the above works are available in Sanskrit, 
nor have they been retranslated from Chinese or Tibetan into 
any of the modem European or Indian languages. 

The Japanese scholar Mr Yamakami Sogen, late lecturer at 
Calcutta University, describes the doctrine of the Sabbatthivadins 
from the Chinese versions of the Abhidharrnakosa , Mahdvibha- 
sdtdstra, etc., rather elaborately 1 2 . The following is a short sketch, 
which is borrowed mainly from the accounts given by Mr Sogen. 

The Sabbatthivadins admitted the five skandhas, twelve 
ayatanas, eighteen dhatus, the three asamskrta dharmas of 
pratisamkhyanirodha apratisamkhyanirodha and SkaSa, and the 
samskrta dharmas (things composite and interdependent) of rupa 
(matter), citta (mind), caitta (mental) and cittaviprayukta (non- 
mental) a . All effects are produced by the coming together 
(samskrta) of a number of causes. The five skandhas, and the 
rupa, citta, etc., are thus called samskrta dharmas (composite 
things or collocations— sambhuyakari ). The rupa dharmas are 
eleven in number, one citta dharma, 46 caitta dharmas and 14 
cittaviprayukta samskara dharmas (non-mental composite things); 
adding to these the three asamskrta dharmas we have the seventy- 
five dharmas. Rupa is that which has the capacity to obstruct the 
sense organs. Matter is regarded as the collective organism or 
collocation, consisting of the fourfold substratum of colour, smell, 
taste and contact. The unit possessing this fourfold substratum 
is known as paramanu, which is the minutest form of rupa. It 
cannot be pierced through or picked up or thrown away. It is 
indivisible, unanalysable, invisible, inaudible, untastable and in¬ 
tangible. But yet it is not permanent, but is like a momentary 
flash into being. The simple atoms are called dravyaparamanu 
and the compound ones samghdtapararriariu . In the words of 
Prof. Stcherbatsky “ the universal elements of matter are mani¬ 
fested in their actions or functions. They are consequently more 
energies than substances.” The organs of sense are also regarded 
as modifications of atomic matter. Seven such paramanus com¬ 
bine together to form an anu, and it is in this combined form 
only that they become perceptible. The combination takes 
place in the form of a cluster having one atom at the centre and 

1 Systems of Buddhistic Thought , published by the Calcutta University. 

2 Sankara in his meagre sketch of the doctrine of the Sarvastivadins in his bhasya 
on the Brahma.’sutras n. 2 notices some of the categories mentioned by Sogen. 
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The point which must be remembered in con¬ 
nection with the conception of matter is this, that the qualities 
of all the mahabhutas are inherent in the paramanus. The special 
characteristics of roughness (which naturally belongs to earth), 
viscousness (which naturally belongs to water), heat (belonging 
to fire), movableness (belonging to wind), combine together to 
form each of the elements; the difference between the different 
elements consists only in this, that in each of them its own special 
characteristics were predominant and active, and other charac¬ 
teristics though present remained only in a potential form. The 
mutual resistance of material things is due to the quality of 
earth or the solidness inherent in them; the mutual attraction of 
things is due to moisture or the quality of water, and so forth. 
The four elements are to be observed from three aspects, namely, 
(i) as things, (2) from the point of view of their natures (such as 
activity, moisture, etc.), and (3) function (such as dhrti or attrac¬ 
tion, samgraha or cohesion, pakti or chemical heat, and vyuhana 
or clustering and collecting). These combine together naturally 
by other conditions or causes. The main point of distinction 
between the Vaibhasika Sarvastivadins and other forms of Bud¬ 
dhism is this, that here the five skandhas and matter are re¬ 
garded as permanent and eternal; they are said to be momentary 
only in the sense that they are changing their phases constantly, 
owing to their constant change of combination. Avidya is not 
regarded here as a link in the chain of the causal series of 
pratltyasamutpada; nor is it ignorance of any particular in¬ 
dividual, but is rather identical with "moha” or delusion and 
represents the ultimate state of immaterial dharmas. Avidya, 
which through sarnskara, etc., produces namarupa in the case of 
a particular individual, is not his avidya in the present existence 
but the avidya of his past existence bearing fruit in the present 
life. 

“ The cause never perishes but only changes its name, when 
it becomes an effect, having changed its state/' For example, 
day becomes jar, having changed its state; and in this case the 
name clay is lost and the name jar arises 1 . The Sarvastivadins 
allowed simultaneousness between cause and effect only in the 
case of composite things (samprayukta ketu) and in the case of 

1 Sogen’s quotation from Kumarajiva’s Chinese version of Aryyadeva’s commentary 
on the Madhyamika Jdstra (chapter XX. Karika 9). 
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eraction of mental and material things. The substratum 
ot '** vijfiana v or “ consciousness ** is regarded as permanent and 
the aggregate of the five senses (indriyas) is called the perceiver. 
It must be remembered that the indriyas being material had a 
permanent substratum, and their aggregate had therefore also a 
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substratum formed of them. 

The sense of sight grasps the four main colours of blue, yellow, 
red, white, and their combinations, as also the visual forms of 
appearance ( satnstk&na ) of long, short, round, square, high, low, 
straight, and crooked. The sense of touch ( kdyendriya ) has for 
its object the four elements and the qualities of smoothness, 
roughness, lightness, heaviness, cold, hunger and thirst. These 
qualities represent the feelings generated in sentient beings by 
the objects of touch, hunger, thirst, etc., and are also counted 
under it, as they are the organic effects produced by a touch 
which excites the physical frame at a time when the energy of 
wind becomes active in our body and predominates over other 
energies ; so also the feeling of thirst is caused by a touch which 
excites the physical frame when the energy of the element of fire 
becomes active and predominates over the other energies. The 
indriyas (senses) can after grasping the external objects arouse 
thought (vi/fidtia); each of the five senses is an agent without 
which none of the five vijftanas would become capable of per¬ 
ceiving an external object. The essence of the senses is entirely 
material. Each sense has two subdivisions, namely, the principal 
sense and the auxiliary sense. The substratum of the principal 
senses consists of a combination of paramanus, which are ex¬ 
tremely pure and minute, while the substratum of the latter is 
the flesh, made of grosser materials. The five senses differ from 
one another with respect to the manner and form of their respec¬ 
tive atomic combinations. In all sense-acts, whenever an act is 
performed and an idea is impressed, a latent energy is impressed 
on our person which is designated as avijflapti rupa. It is called 
riipa because it is a result or effect of rupa-contact; it is called 
avijflapti because it is latent and unconscious; this latent energy 
is bound sooner or later to express itself in karma effects and is 
the only bridge which connects the cause and the effect of karma 
done by body or speech. Karma in this school is considered 
as twofold, namely, that as thought (cetana karma) and that as 
activity ( caitasika karma). This last, again, is of two kinds, viz. 
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due to body-motion ( kdyika kat'ma) and speech ( vactka 
anna). Both these may again be latent ( avijhapti) and patent 
(vijftapti ), giving us the kayika-vijftapti karma, kayikavijftapti 
karma, vacika-vijfiapti karma and vacikavijfiapti karma. Avijhapti 
rupa and avijhapti karma are what we should call in modern 
phraseology sub-conscious ideas, feelings and activity. Corre¬ 
sponding to each conscious sensation, feeling, thought or activity 
there is another similar sub-conscious state which expresses itself 
in future thoughts and actions; as these are not directly known but 
are similar to those which are known, they are called avijfiapti. 

The mind, says Vasubandhu, is called cittam, because it 
wills ( cetati ), manas because it thinks ( motivate) and vijfiana 
because it discriminates ( nirdisati ). The discrimination may be 
of three kinds: (i) svabhava nirde£a (natural perceptual discrimi¬ 
nation), (2) prayoga nirdeSa (actual discrimination as present, 
past and future), and (3) anusmrti nirde^a (reminiscent discrimi¬ 
nation referring only to the past). The senses only possess the 
svabhava nirdesa,the other two belong exclusively to manovijftana. 
Each of the vijftanas as associated with its specific sense dis¬ 
criminates its particular object and perceives its general charac¬ 
teristics; the six vijfianas combine to form what is known as the 
Vijftanaskandha, which is presided over by mind ( mano ). There 
are forty-six caitta samskrta dharmas. Of the three asamskrta 
dharmas akaSa (ether) is in essence the freedom from obstruction, 
establishing it as a permanent omnipresent immaterial substance 
(nirupakhya , non-rupa). The second asamskrta dharma, aprati- 
samkhya nirodha, means the non-perception of dharmas caused 
by the absence of pratyayas or conditions. Thus when I fix my 
attention on one thing, other things are not seen then, not because 
they are non-existent but because the conditions which would 
have made them visible were absent. The third asamskrta 
dharma, pratisamkhya nirodha, is the final deliverance from 
bondage. Its essential characteristic is everlastingness. These 
are called asamskrta because being of the nature of negation 
they are non-collocative and hence have no production or dis¬ 
solution. The eightfold noble path which leads to this state 
consists of right views, right aspirations, right speech, right con¬ 
duct, right livelihood, right effort, right mindfulness, right rapture 1 . 


1 Mr Sogen mentions the name of another Buddhist Hlnayana thinker (about 
250 A. D.), Harivarman, who founded a school known as Satyasiddhi school, which 
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Mahay&nism. 

It is difficult to say precisely at what time Mahayanism took 
its rise. But there is reason to think that as the Mahasanghikas 
separated themselves from the Theravadins probably some time in 
400 B.C. and split themselves up into eight different schools, those 
elements of thoughts and ideas which in later days came to be 
labelled as Mahayana were gradually on the way to taking their 
first inception. We hear in about 100 A.D. of a number of works 
which are regarded as various Mahayana sutras, some of which 
are probably as old as at least 100 B.C. (if not earlier) and others 
as late as 300 or 400 A.D. 1 . These Mahay an asutras, also called 
the Vaipulyasutras, are generally all in the form of instructions 
given by the Buddha. Nothing is known about their authors or 
compilers, but they are all written in some form of Sanskrit and 
were probably written by those who seceded from the Theravada 
school. 

The word HlnaySna refers to the schools of Theravada, and 
as such it is contrasted with Mahctyana. The words are generally 
translated as small vehicle ( kina * small, yana** vehicle) and great 
vehicle (mahd — great, yana = vehicle). But this translation by 
no means expresses what is meant by Mahayana and Hina- 
yana*. Asanga (480 A.D.) in his Mahayanasutralamkara gives 

propounded the same sort of doctrines as those preached by Nagslrjima. None of his 
works are available in. Sanskrit and l never come across any allusion to his name 
by Sanskrit writers. 

1 Quotations and references to many of these sutras are found in Candraklrtti’s com¬ 
mentary on the MiidhyantIka karikas of Nagarjuna; some of these are the following: 
AftasdhasrikdprajHdpdramitd (translated into Chinese 164 A.D.-167 A.D.), Saiasdhas- 
rikdprajndpdramitd, Gaganagafija, Sam&dkisUtra, Tathdgaiaguhyasutra , Drdkddhyd - 
iayasancodanasutra , Dhydyitamustisiitra, Pitdpitrasamagamasutra, Mahay dnasutra, 
M&radamanasutra , Ratnakutasutra y RatnacuddpariprcckdsutrOy RatnatmghasUtra % 
Rainardiisuira , Ratnakarasuira, Rdftrapdlapariprcch&sulra ,, Lankdvatdrasutra, 
Lalitamstarasutra, Vajracckedikdsutra, Vimalakirttinirdeiasutra, Sdlistambhasutra, 
Samadkirajasutray Sukhdvativyuka , Suvarnaprabhdsasutra , Saddharmapundarika 
(translated into Chinese A.D. 255), Amit&yurdkydnasutray Haslikakhyasutray etc. 

a The word Yana is generally translated as vehicle, but a consideration of numerous 
contexts in which the word occurs seems to suggest that it means career or course or 
way, rather than vehicle ( Jjiliiavistara, pp. 25, 38; PrajMpdramitdy pp. 24, 319; 
Sam&dhir&jasutray p. 1; Karundpundarika^ p. 67; LahkdvatdrasUtray pp. 68,108,132). 
The word Yana is as old as the Upanisads where we read of Devayana and Pitryana. 
There is no reason why this word should be taken in a different sense. We hear in 
Lankdvatdra of Sravakayana (career of the ^ravakas or the Theravadin Buddhists), 
Pratyekabuddhayana (the career of saints before the coming of the Buddha), Buddha 
yana (career of the Buddhas), Ekayana (one career), Devayana (career of the gods), 
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he reason why one school was called Hlnayana whereas the 
other, which he professed, was called Mahayana. He says that, 
considered from the point of view of the ultimate goal of religion, 
the instructions, attempts, realization, and time, the Hlnayana 
occupies a lower and smaller place than the other called Maha 
(great) Yana, and hence it is branded as Hina (small, or low). 
This brings us to one of the fundamental points of distinction 
between Hlnayana and Mahayana. The ultimate good of an 
adherent of the HmaySna is to attain his own nirvana or salva¬ 
tion, whereas the ultimate goal of those who professed the Maha¬ 
yana creed was not to seek their own salvation but to seek the 
salvation of all beings. So the Hlnayana goal was lower, and in 
consequence of that the instructions that its followers received, 
the attempts they undertook, and the results they achieved were 
narrower than that of the Mahayana adherents. A Hlnayana man 
had only a short business in attaining his own salvation, and this 
could be done in three lives, whereas a Mahayana adherent was 
prepared to work for infinite time in helping all beings to attain 
salvation. So the Hlnayana adherents required only a short period 
of work and may from that point of view also be called kina , or 
lower. 

This point, though important from the point of view of the 
difference in the creed of the two schools, is not so from the point 
of view of philosophy. But there is another trait of the Maha- 
yanists which distinguishes them from the Hinayanists from the 
philosophical point of view. The Mahayanists believed that all 
things were of a non-essential and indefinable character and 
void at bottom, whereas the Hinayanists only believed in the 
impermanence of all things, but did not proceed further than 
that. 

It is sometimes erroneously thought that Nagarjuna first 
preached the doctrine of 6unyavada (essencelessness or voidness 
of all appearance), but in reality almost all the Mahayana sutras 
either definitely preach this doctrine or allude to it. Thus if we 
take some of those sutras which were in all probability earlier than 
Nagarjuna, we find that the doctrine which N 5 g 5 rjunaexpounded 

Brahmayana (career of becoming a Brahma), Tathagatayana (career of a Tathagata). 
In one place Lank&uatara says that ordinarily distinction is made between the three 
careers and one career and no career, but these distinctions are only for the ignorant 
{Lahkavatara, p. 68). 


miST^y 



Mahayana Philosophy 


i 


all the rigour of his powerful dialectic was quietly accepted 
as an indisputable truth. Thus we find Subhuti saying to 
the Buddha that vedana (feeling), samjfla (concepts) and the 
samskaras (conformations) are all maya (illusion) 1 . All the 
skandhas, dhatus (elements) and ayatanas are void and absolute 
cessation. The highest knowledge of everything as pure void 
is not different from the skandhas, dhatus and ayatanas, and this 
absolute cessation of dharmas is regarded as the highest know¬ 
ledge ( prajftdpdramita) 8 Everything being void there is in reality 
no process and no cessation. The truth is neither eternal (sdsvata) 
nor non-eternal ( asasvata ) but pure void. It should be the object 
of a saint’s endeavour to put himself in the “thatness "(tathata) and 
consider all things as void. The saint (bodhisativa) has to estab¬ 
lish himself in all the virtues (pdramitd\ benevolence (dana- 
paramita ), the virtue of character (. Hlapdramitd ), the virtue of 
forbearance ( ksdntipdramitd ), the virtue of tenacity and strength 
( viryyaparamita ) and the virtue of meditation ( dhyanapdra - 
mitd\ The saint ( bodhisativa ) is firmly determined that he will 
help an infinite number of souls to attain nirvana. In reality, 
however, there are no beings, there is no bondage, no salva¬ 
tion ; and the saint knows it but too well, yet he is not afraid 
of this high truth, but proceeds on his career of attaining for 
all illusory beings illusory emancipation from illusory bondage. 
The saint is actuated with that feeling and proceeds in his 
work on the strength of his paramitas, though in reality there 
is no one who is to attain salvation in reality and no one who 
is to help him to attain it 8 . The true prajftaparamita is the 
absolute cessation of all appearance (yak anupalambkah sarva - 
dkarmdndm sa prajndpdramitd ityucyateY . 

The Mahayana doctrine has developed on two lines, viz. that 
of Sunyavada or the Madhyamika doctrine and Vijftanavada. 
The difference between Sunyavada and Vijfianavada (the theory 
that there is only the appearance of phenomena of consciousness) 
is not fundamental, but is rather one of method. Both of them 
agree in holding that there is no truth in anything, everything 
is only passing appearance akin to dream or magic. But 
while the &unyavadins were more busy in showing this indefin¬ 
ableness of all phenomena, the Vijfi&navadins, tacitly accepting 

1 Astasdhasrikdprajiidpdramit&, p. 16. 3 Ibid. p. 177. 


3 Ibid. p. a 1. 


4 Ibid* p. 177. 
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truth preached by the &unyavadins, interested themselves in 
explaining the phenomena of consciousness by their theory of 
beginningless illusory root-ideas or instincts of the mind ( vasarta ). 

A£vaghosa (ioo A.D.) seems to have been the greatest teacher 
of a new type of idealism ( vijhanavdda ) known as the Tathata 
philosophy. Trusting in Suzuki’s identification of a quotation in 
A£vaghosa*s Sraddhotpddasastra as being made from Laitkava- 
tdrasutra> we should think of the Lankavatarasutra as being one 
of the early works of the Vijfianavadins 1 . The greatest later writer 
of the Vijfianavada school was Asariga (400 A.D.), to whom are 
attributed the Saptadasabhumi sutra y Mahay ana sutra, Upadesa, 
Mahayanasamparigraha sdstra, Yogdcdrabhumi sdstra and 
Mahayanasutralamkara. None of these works excepting the 
last one is available to readers who have no access to the 
Chinese and Tibetan manuscripts, as the Sanskrit originals are 
in ail probability lost. The Vijfianavada school is known to 
Hindu writers by another name also, viz. Yogacara, and it does 
not seem an improbable supposition that Asanga's Yogacara - 
bkutni sdstra was responsible for the new name. Vasubandhu, 
a younger brother of Asafiga, was, as Paramartha (499-569) tells 
us, at first a liberal Sarvastivadin, but was converted to Vijfia¬ 
navada, late in his life, by Asafiga. Thus Vasubandhu, who 
wrote in his early life the great standard work of the SarvSsti- 
vadins, Abhidharmako§a, devoted himself in his later life to Vijfia¬ 
navada 2 . He is said to have commented upon a number of 
Mahayana sutras, such as Avatamsaka, Nirvana , Saddhartnapun- 
darika , Prajftapdramita , Vimalakirtti and Srimaldsinihandda , and 
compiled some Mahayana sutras, such as Vijhdnamatrasiddki y 
Ratnatraya , etc. The school of Vijfianavada continued for at 
least a century or two after Vasubandhu, but we are not in 
possession of any work of great fame of this school after him. 

We have already noticed that the Sunyavada formed the fun¬ 
damental principle of all schools of Mahayana. The most powerful 
exponent of this doctrine was Nagarjuna (100 A.D.), a brief account 
of whose system will be given in its proper place. Nagarjuna’s 
karikas (verses) were commented upon by Aryyadeva, a disciple 
of his, Kumarajiva (383 A.D.), Buddhapalita and Candrakirtti 
(550A.D.). Aryyadeva in addition to this commentary wrote at 

1 Dr S. C. Vidyabhiishana thinks that Lahk&vat&ra belongs to about 300 A.D. 

2 Takakusu’s “A study of the Paramartha’s life of Vasubandhu, R. A. S> 1905. 
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three other books, viz. Catuhsataka , Hastabalaprakarana- 
vrtti and Cittavisuddhiprakarana\ In the small work called 
Hastabdlaprakaranavrtti Aryyadeva says that whatever depends 
for its existence on anything else may be proved to be illusory; 
all our notions of external objects depend on space perceptions 
and notions of part and whole and should therefore be regarded 
as mere appearance. Knowing therefore that all that is depen¬ 
dent on others for establishing itself is illusory, no wise man 
should feel attachment or antipathy towards these mere phe¬ 
nomenal appearances. In his Cittavisuddhiprakarana he says 
that just as a crystal appears to be coloured, catching the reflec¬ 
tion of a coloured object, even so the mind though in itself 
colourless appears to show diverse colours by coloration of ima¬ 
gination ( vikalpa ). In reality the mind (pitta) without a touch 
of imagination ( kalpand ) in it is the pure reality. 

It does not seem however that the Sunyavadins could produce 
any great writers after Candraklrtti. References to £unyavada 
show that it was a living philosophy amongst the Hindu writers 
until the time of the great Mlmamsa authority Kumarila who 
flourished in the eighth century; but in later times the Sunyavadins 
were no longer occupying the position of strong and active dis¬ 
putants. 


The Tathata Philosophy of ASvaghosa (80 A.D.) 2 . 

A^vaghosa was the son of a Brahmin named Saimhaguhya 
who spent his early days in travelling over the different parts of 
India and defeating the Buddhists in open debates. He was pro¬ 
bably converted to Buddhism by Par£va who was an important 
person in the third Buddhist Council promoted, according to 
some authorities, by the King of Kashmere and according to other 
authorities by Punyaya£as 8 . 

1 Aryyadeva’s Haslabalaprakaranaxrtti has been reclaimed by Dr F. W. Thomas. 
Fragmentary portions of his Cittcmihiddhiprakarana were published by Mahamahopad- 
hyaya Haraprasada £astri in the Bengal Asiatic Society’s journal, 1898. 

2 The above section is based on) the Awakening of Faiths an English trans¬ 
lation by Suzuki of the Chinese version of Sraddhotpadaiastra. by Asvaghosa, the 
Sanskrit original of which appears to have been lost. Suzuki has brought forward a 
mass of evidence to show that Asvaghosa was a contemporary of Kaniska. 

3 Tarauatha says that he was converted by Aryadeva, a disciple of Nagarjuna, 
Gesehichte des Buddhismus , German translation by Schiefner, pp. 84-85. SeeSuzuki’s 
Awakening of Faith , pp. *4-31. Asvaghosa wrote the Buddhcuaritak&vya , of great 
poetical excellence, and the Mahdtamkdrahlstra . He was also a musician and had 

9 


D. 





Buddhist Philosophy [Cm! 

He held that in the soul two aspects may be distinguished 
—the aspect as thatness ( bhutatathata ) and the aspect as the cycle 
of birth and death ( samsara). The soul as bhutatathata means 
the oneness of the totality of all things ( dharmadhatu ). Its essen¬ 
tial nature is uncreate and external. All things simply on account 
of the beginningless traces of the incipient and unconscious 
memory of our past experiences of many previous lives ( smrti) 
appear under the forms of individuation 1 . If we could overcome 
this smrti "the signs of individuation would disappear and there 
would be no trace of a world of objects/* "All things in their 
fundamental nature are not nameable or explicable. They can¬ 
not be adequately expressed in any form of language. They 
possess absolute sameness ( samata ). They are subject neither to 
transformation nor to destruction. They are nothing but one soul ” 
—thatness ( bhutatathata ). This "thatness** has no attribute and 
it can only be somehow pointed out in speech as "thatness/* 
As soon as you understand that when the totality of existence is 
spoken of or thought of, there is neither that which speaks nor 
that which is spoken of, there is neither that which thinks nor 
that which is thought of, "this is the stage of thatness/’ This 
bhutatathata is neither that which is existence, nor that which is 
non-existence, nor that which is at once existence and non¬ 
existence, nor that which is not at once existence and non-exist¬ 
ence; it is neither that which is plurality, nor that which is 
at once unity and plurality, nor that which is not at once unity 
and plurality. It is a negative concept in the sense that it is 
beyond all that is conditional and yet it is a positive concept 
in the sense that it holds all within ~ it It cannot be compre¬ 
hended by any kind of particularization or distinction. It is 
only by transcending the range of our intellectual categories of 
the comprehension of the limited range of finite phenomena that 
we can get a glimpse of it. It cannot be comprehended by the 
particularizing consciousness of ail beings, and we thus may call 
it negation, ‘'^unyata/ 5 in this sense. The truth is that which 


invented a musical instrument called Rastavara that he might by that means convert the 
people of the city. “ Its melody was classical, mournful, and melodious, inducing the 
audience to ponder on the misery, emptiness, and non-atmanness of life. ” Suzuki, p. 35. 

t I have ventured to translate “smrti” in the sense of vasana in preference to 
Suzuki’s “confused subjectivity” because smrti in the sense of vasana is not unlamiliar 
to the readers of such Buddhist works as Lankdvatdra . The word “subjectivity” 
seems to be too European a term to be used as a word to represent the Buddhist sense. 
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^Jjectively does not exist by itself, that the negation (junyata) is 
also void ( sunya ) in its nature, that neither that which is negated 
nor that which negates is an independent entity. It is the pure 
soul that manifests itself as eternal, permanent, immutable, and 
completely holds all things within it. On that account it may be 
called affirmation. But yet there is no trace of affirmation in it, 
because it is not the product of the creative instinctive memory 
(smrti) of conceptual thought and the only way of grasping the 
truth—the thatness, is by transcending ail conceptual creations. 

“The soul as birth and death ( samsara ) comes forth from 
the Tathagata womb (tathagatagarbha), the ultimate reality. 
But the immortal and the mortal coincide with each other, 
Though they are not identical they are not duality either. Thus 
when the absolute soul assumes a relative aspect by its sell- 
affirmation it is called the all-conserving mind ( dlayavijndnd ). 
It embraces two principles, (i) enlightenment, (2) non-enlighten¬ 
ment. Enlightenment is the perfection of the mind when it is 
free from th£ corruptions of the creative instinctive incipient 
memory ( smrti ). It penetrates all and is the unity of all (dharma- 
dhatu ). That is to say, it is the universal dharmakSya of all 
TathSgatas constituting the ultimate foundation of existence. 

“When it is said that all consciousness starts from this funda¬ 
mental truth, it should not be thought that consciousness had any 
real origin, for it was merely phenomenal existence a mere ima¬ 
ginary creation of the perceivers under the influence of the 
delusive smrti. The multitude of people ( bahujatta ) are said to be 
lacking in enlightenment, because ignorance ( avidyd ) prevails, 
there from all eternity, because there is a constant succession of 
smrti (past confused memory working as instinct) from which 
they have never been emancipated. But when they are divested 
of this smrti they can then recognize that no states of mentation, 
viz. their appearance, presence, change and disappearance, have 
any reality. They are neither in a temporal nor in a spatial relation 
with the one soul, for they are not self-existent. 

“This high enlightenment shows itself imperfectly in our cor¬ 
rupted phenomenal experience as prajfia (wisdom) and karma 
(incomprehensible activity of life). By pure wisdom we under¬ 
stand that when one, by virtue of the perfuming power of dharma, 
disciplines himself truthfully (i.e. according to the dharma) and 
accomplishes meritorious deeds, the mind (i.e. the dlayavijndnd) 
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which implicates itself with birth and death will be broken down 
and the modes of the evolving consciousness will be annulled, and 
the pure and the genuine wisdom of the Dharmakaya will manifest 
itself. Though all modes of consciousness and mentation are 
mere products of ignorance, ignorance in its ultimate nature is 
identical and non-identical with enlightenment; and therefore 
ignorance is in one sense destructible, though in another sense 
it is indestructible. This may be illustrated by the simile of the 
water and the waves which are stirred up in the ocean. Here 
the water can be said to be both identical and non-identical 
with the waves. The waves are stirred up by the wind, but the 
water remains the same. When the wind ceases the motion of 
the waves subsides, but the water remains the same. Likewise 
when the mind of all creatures, which in its own nature is pure and 
clean, is stirred up by the wind of ignorance ( avidyd ), the waves 
of mentality {yijflana) make their appearance. These three (i.e. 
the mind, ignorance, and mentality) however have no existence, 
and they are neither unity nor plurality. When the ignorance is 
annihilated, the awakened mentality is tranquillized, whilst the 
essence of the wisdom remains unmolested.” The truth or the 
enlightenment “is absolutely unobtainable by any modes of rela¬ 
tivity or by any outward signs of enlightenment. All events in 
the phenomenal world are reflected in enlightenment, so that they 
neither pass out of it, nor enter into it, and they neither disappear 
nor are destroyed.” It is for ever cut off from the hindrances both 
affectional ( klesavarana ) and intellectual ( jheyavarana\ as well 
as from the mind (i.e. alayavijndna ) which implicates itself with 
birth and death, since it is in its true nature clean, pure, eternal, 
calm, and immutable. The truth again is such that it transforms 
and unfolds itself wherever conditions are favourable in the form 
of a tathagata or in some other forms, in order that all beings 
may be induced thereby to bring their virtue to maturity. 

“ Non-elightenment has no existence of its own aside from its 
relation with enlightenment a priori? But enlightenment a priori 
is spoken of only in contrast to non-enlightenment, and as non¬ 
enlightenment is a non-entity, true enlightenment in turn loses 
its significance too. They are distinguished only in mutual rela¬ 
tion as enlightenment or non-enlightenment. The manifestations 
of non-enlightenment are made in three ways: (i) as a disturb¬ 
ance of the mind (< alayavijndna ), by the avidyakarma (ignorant 



Theory of world-construction i 

tion), producing misery (du/ikha); (2) by the appearance of an 
ego or of a perceiver; and (3) by the creation of an external world 
which does not exist in itself, independent of the perceiver. Con¬ 
ditioned by the unreal external world six kinds of phenomena 
arise in succession. The first phenomenon is intelligence (sensa¬ 
tion); being affected by the external world the mind becomes 
conscious of the difference between the agreeable and the disagree¬ 
able. The second phenomenon is succession. Following upon 
intelligence, memory retains the sensations, agreeable as well 
as disagreeable, in a continuous succession of subjective states. 
The third phenomenon is clinging. Through the retention and 
succession of sensations, agreeable as well as disagreeable, there 
arises the desire of clinging. The fourth phenomenon is an attach¬ 
ment to names or ideas {samjna\ etc. By clinging the mind 
hypostatizes all names whereby to give definitions to all things. 
The fifth phenomenon is the performance of deeds {karma). On 
account of attachment to names, etc., there arise all the variations 
of deeds, productive of individuality. “The sixth phenomenon 
is the suffering due to the fetter of deeds. Through deeds suffering 
arises in which the mind finds itself entangled and curtailed of 
its freedom” All these phenomena have thus sprung forth through 


avidya. 

The relation between this truth and avidya is in one sense 
a mere identity and may be illustrated by the simile of all kinds 
of pottery which though different are all made of the same clay 1 . 
Likewise the undefiled (< andsrava ) and ignorance ( avidya ) and 
their various transient forms all come from one and the same 
entity. Therefore Buddha teaches that all beings are from all 
eternity abiding in Nirvana. 

It is by the touch of ignorance {avidya) that this truth assumes 
all the phenomenal forms of existence. 

In the all-conserving mind {dlayavijnand) ignorance manifests 
itself; and from non-enlightenment starts that which sees, that 
which represents, that which apprehends an objective world, and 
that which constantly particularizes. This is called ego {manas). 
Five different names are given to the ego (according to its dif¬ 
ferent modes of operation). The first name is activity-conscious¬ 
ness {karmavijnand) in the sense that through the agency of 
ignorance an unenlightened mind begins to be disturbed (or 


1 Compare Chandogya, vi. f. 4. 
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«6ned). The second name is evolving-consciousness ( pravrifi - 
vytidna) in the sense that when the mind is disturbed, there 
evolves that which sees an external world. The third name is 
representation-consciousness in the sense that the ego (tnanas) 
represents (or reflects) an external world. As a clean mirror 
reflects the images of all description, it is even so with the repre¬ 
sentation-consciousness. When it is confronted, for instance, with 
the objects of the five senses, it represents them instantaneously 
and without effort. The fourth is particularization-consciousness, 
in the sense that it discriminates between different things defiled 
as well as pure. The fifth name is succession-consciousness, in the 
sense that continuously directed by the awakening consciousness 
of attention (manaskdra) it ( manas ) retains all experiences and 
never loses or suffers the destruction of any karma, good as well 
as evil, which had been sown in the past, and whose retribution, 
painful or agreeable, it never fails to mature, be it in the present 
or in the future, and also in the sense that it unconsciously 
recollects things gone by and in imagination anticipates things 
to come. Therefore the three domains {kamaloka, domain of 
feeling— rupaloka , domain of bodily existence— arupaloka, domain 
of incorporeality) are nothing but the self manifestation of the 
mind (i.e. dlayavijhana which is practically identical with bhuta - 
tatkata ). Since alh things, owing the principle of their existence 
to the mind ( dlayavijnand), are produced by smrti, all the modes 
of particularization are the self-particularizations of the mind. The 
mind in itself (or the soul) being however free from all attributes 
is not differentiated. Therefore we come to the conclusion that 
all things and conditions in the phenomenal world, hypostatized 
and established only through ignorance (avidya) and memory 
have no more reality than the images in a mirror. They 
arise simply from the ideality of a particularizing mind. When 
the mind is disturbed, the multiplicity of things is produced; but 
when the mind is quieted, the multiplicity of things disappears. 
By ego-consciousness ( manovijnana ) we mean the ignorant mind 
which by its succession-consciousness clings to the conception of 
I and Not-I and misapprehends the nature of the six objects of 
sense. The ego-consciousness is also called separation-conscious¬ 
ness, because it is nourished by the perfuming influence of the 
prejudices (dsrava), intellectual as well as affectional Thus believ¬ 
ing in the external world produced by memory, the mind becomes 
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of the principle of sameness ( santata ) that underlies all 
things which are one and perfectly calm and tranquil and show no 
sign of becoming. 

Non-enlightenment is the raison d'etre of samsara. When 
this is annihilated the conditions—the external world—are also 
annihilated and with them the state of an interrelated mind is also 
annihilated. But this annihilation does not mean the annihilation 
of the mind but of its modes only. It becomes calm like an un¬ 
ruffled sea when all winds which were disturbing it and producing 
the waves have been annihilated. 

In describing the relation of the interaction of avidya (ignor¬ 
ance), karmavijftana (activi ty-consciousness—the subjective mind), 
visaya (external world—represented by the senses) and the tathata 
(suchness), ASvaghosa says that there is an interperfuming of 
these elements. Thus ASvaghosa says, “By perfuming we mean 
that while our worldly clothes (viz. those which we wear) have no 
odour of their own, neither offensive nor agreeable, they can yet 
acquire one or the other odour according to the nature of the sub¬ 
stance with which they are perfumed. Suchness ( tathata ) is likewise 
a pure dharma free from all defilements caused by the perfuming 
power of ignorance. On the other hand ignorance has nothing to 
do with purity. Nevertheless we speak of its being able to do the 
work of purity because it in its turn is perfumed by suchness. 
Determined by suchness ignorance becomes the raison d itre of 
all forms of defilement. And this ignorance perfumes suchness 
and produces smrti. This smrti in its turn perfumes ignorance. 
On account of this (reciprocal) perfuming, the truth is misunder¬ 
stood. On account of its being misunderstood an external world 
of subjectivity appears. Further, on account of the perfuming 
power of memory, various modes of individuation are produced. 
And by clinging to them various deeds are done, and we suffer 
as the result miseries mentally as well as bodily.” Again “such¬ 
ness perfumes ignorance, and in consequence of this perfuming 
the individual in subjectivity is caused to loathe the misery ot 
birth and death and to seek after the blessing of Nirvana. This 
longing and loathing on the part of the subjective mind in turn 
perfumes suchness. On account of this perfuming influence we 
are enabled to believe that we are in possession within ourselves 
of suchness whose essential nature is pure and immaculate; and 
we also recognize that all phenomena in the world are nothing 

i 



Theory of Good and Evil 


'< 81 , 



mtsT/tf 


^ • G oi^X 

Buddhist Philosophy 

the illusory manifestations of the mind (alayavijnand) and 
have no reality of their own. Since we thus rightly understand 
the truth, we can practise the means of liberation, can perform 
those actions which are in accordance with the dharma. We 
should neither particularize, nor cling to objects of desire. By 
virtue of this discipline and habituation during the lapse of innu¬ 
merable asankhyeyakaipas 1 we get ignorance annihilated. As 
ignorance is thus annihilated, the mind {alayavijnand) is no longer 
disturbed, so as to be subject to individuation. As the mind is no 
longer disturbed, the particularization of the surrounding world 
is annihilated. When in this wise the principle and the condition 
of defilement, their products, and the mental disturbances are all 
annihilated, it is said that we attain Nirvana and that various 
spontaneous displays of activity are accomplished.” The Nirvana 
of the tathata philosophy is not nothingness, but tathata (suchness 
or thatness) in its purity unassociated with any kind of disturbance 
which produces all the diversity of experience. 

To the question that if all beings are uniformly in possession 
of suchness and are therefore equally perfumed by it, how is it 
that there are some who do not believe in it, while others do, 
ASvaghosa’s reply is that though all beings are uniformly in 
possession of suchness, the intensity of ignorance and the prin¬ 
ciple of individuation, that work from all eternity, vary in such 
manifold grades as to outnumber the sands of the Ganges, and 
hence the difference. There is an inherent perfuming principle 
in one’s own being which, embraced and protected by the love 
{maitri) and compassion {karuna) of all Buddhas and Bodhisatt- 
vas, is caused to loathe the misery of birth and death, to believe 
in nirvana, to cultivate the root of merit (kusalamula), to habit¬ 
uate oneself to it and to bring it to maturity. In consequence 
of this, one is enabled to see all Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and, re¬ 
ceiving instructions from them, is benefited, gladdened and induced 
to practise good deeds, etc., till one can attain to Buddhahood and 
enter into Nirvana. This implies that all beings have such perfum¬ 
ing power in them that they may be affected by the good wishes 
of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas for leading them to the path 
of virtue, and thus it is that sometimes hearing the Bodhisattvas 
and sometimes seeing them, “all beings thereby acquire (spiritual) 
benefits (hitataY and “entering into the samadhi of purity, they 
1 Technical name for a very vast period of time. 
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J^itroy hindrances wherever they are met with and obtain all- 
penetrating insight that enables them to become conscious of 
the absolute oneness ( somata ) of the universe ( sarvaloka ) and to 
see innumerable Buddhas and Bodhisattvas ” 


There is a difference between the perfuming which is not in 
unison with suchness, as in the case of 5ravakas (theravadin 
monks), pratyekabuddhas and the novice bodhisattvas, who only 
continue their religious discipline but do not attain to the state 
of non-particularization in unison with the essence of suchness. 
But those bodhisattvas whose perfuming is already in unison with 
suchness attain to the state of non-particularization and allow 
themselves to be influenced only by the power of the dharma. 
The incessant perfuming of the defiled dharma (ignorance from 
all eternity) works on, but when one attains to Buddhahood one 
at once puts an end to it The perfuming of the pure dharma 
(i.e. suchness) however works on to eternity without any interrup¬ 
tion. For this suchness or thatness is the effulgence of great 


wisdom, the universal illumination of the dharmadhatu (universe), 
the true and adequate knowledge, the mind pure and clean in its 
own nature, the eternal, the blessed, the self-regulating and the 
pure, the tranquil, the inimitable and the free, and this is called 
the tathagatagarbha or the dharmakaya. It may be objected that 
since thatness or suchness has been described as being without 
characteristics, it is now a contradiction to speak of it as embracing 
all merits, but it is held, that in spite of its embracing all merits, 
it is free in its nature from all forms of distinction, because all 
objects in the world are of one and the same taste; and being 
of one reality they have nothing to do with the modes of par¬ 
ticularization or of dualistic character. “Though all things in their 
(metaphysical) origin come from the soul alone and in truth are 
free from particularization, yet on account of non-enlightenment 
there originates a subjective mind ( alayavijnana) that becomes 
conscious of an external world/’ This is called ignorance or 
avidya. Nevertheless the pure essence of the mind is perfectly 
pure and there is no awakening of ignorance in it. Hence we assign 
to suchness this quality, the effulgence of great wisdom. It is 
called universal illumination, because there is nothing for it to 
illumine. This perfuming of suchness therefore continues for ever, 
though the stage of the perfuming of avidya comes to an end with 
the Buddhas when they attain to nirvana- All Buddhas while at 
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i stage of discipline feel a deep compassion ( mahdkarund) for all 
beings, practise all virtues ( paramitas ) and many other meritorious 
deeds, treat others as their own selves, and wish to work out a 
universal salvation of mankind in ages to come, through limitless 
numbers of kalpas , recognize truthfully and adequately the 
principle of equality ( samata ) among people; and do not cling 
to the individual existence of a sentient being. This is what is 
meant by the activity of tathata. The main idea of this tathata 
philosophy seems to be this, that this transcendent “thatness” is 
at once the quintessence of all thought and activity; as avidya veils 
it or perfumes it, the world-appearance springs forth, but as the 
pure thatness also perfumes the avidya there is a striving for the 
good as well. As the stage of avidya is passed its luminous 
character shines forth, for it is the ultimate truth which only 
illusorily appeared as the many of the world. 

This doctrine seems to be more in agreement with the view 
of an absolute unchangeable reality as the ultimate truth than 
That of the nihilistic idealism of Lahkavatara . Considering the 
fact that A.4vaghosa was a learned Brahmin scholar in his early 
life, it is easy to guess that there was much Upanisad influence in 
this interpretation of Buddhism, which compares so favourably 
with the Vedanta as interpreted by Sankara. The Lahkavatara 
admitted a reality only as a make-believe to attract the Tairthikas 
(heretics) who had a prejudice in favour of an unchangeable self 
(atman ). But A^vaghosa plainly admitted an unspeakable reality 
as the ultimate truth. Nagarjuna’s Madhyamika doctrines which 
eclipsed the profound philosophy of ASvaghosa seem to be more 
faithful to the traditional Buddhist creed and to the Vijfianavada 
creed of Buddhism as explained in the Lahkavatara l . 

The Madhyamika or the Sunyavada school.—Nihilism. 

Candraklrtti, the commentator of Nagarjuna’s verses known as 
“ Madhyamika karikd ” in explaining the doctrine of dependent 
origination (pratityasamutpdda) as described by Nagarjuna starts 
with tvyo interpretations of the word. According to one the word 
pratltyasamutpada means the origination ( utpada) of the non¬ 
existent ( abhava ) depending on ( pratitya) reasons and causes 

1 As I have no access to the Chinese translation of ASvaghosa’s &raddhotpdda 
£artra, I had to depend entirely on Suzuki’s expressions as they appear in his trans¬ 
lation. 
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1[tefapratyaya). According to the other interpretation pratitya 
means each and every destructible individual and pratityasamut¬ 
pada means the origination of each and every destructible in¬ 
dividual. But he disapproves of both these meanings. The 
second meaning does not suit the context in which the Pali 
Scriptures generally speak of pratityasamutpada (e.g. caksuh 
pratitya ritpdni ca utpadyante caksurvijhdncMti) for it does not 
mean the origination of each and every destructible individual, 
but the originating of specific individual phenomena (e.g. per¬ 
ception of form by the operation in connection with the eye) 
depending upon certain specific conditions. 

The first meaning also is equally unsuitable. 1 hus for example 
if we take the case of any origination, e.g. that of the visual per¬ 
cept, we see that there cannot be any contact between visual 
knowledge and physical sense, the eye, and so it would not be 
intelligible that the former should depend upon the latter. If we 
interpret the maxim of pratityasamutpada as this happening that 
happens, that would not explain any specific origination. All 
origination is false, for a thing can neither originate by itself nor 
by others, nor by a co-operation of both nor without any reason. 
For if a thing exists already it cannot originate again by itself. 
To suppose that it is originated by others would also mean 
that the origination was of a thing already existing. If again 
without any further qualification it is said that depending on 
one the other comes into being, then depending on anything any 
other thing could come into being—from light we could have dark¬ 
ness ! Since a thing could not originate from itself or by others, 
it could not also be originated by a combination of both of them 
together. A thing also could not originate without any cause, 
for then all things could come into being at all times. It is there¬ 
fore to be acknowledged that wherever the Buddha spoke of this 
so-called dependent origination ( pratityasamutpada ) it was re¬ 
ferred to as illusory manifestations appearing to intellects and 
senses stricken with ignorance. This dependent origination is 
not thus a real law, but only an appearance due to ignorance 
(avidya). The only thing which is not lost ( amosadhamna ) is 
nirvana; but all other forms of knowledge and phenomena 
(samskdras ) are false and are lost with their appearances ( sarva - 
samskarasca mrsdmosadkarmdna/i). 

It is sometimes objected to this doctrine that if all appear- 
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imces are false, then they do not exist at all. There are then no 
good or bad works and no cycle of existence, and if such is the 
case, then it may be argued that no philosophical discussion 
should be attempted. But the reply to such an objection is that the 
nihilistic doctrine is engaged in destroying the misplaced con¬ 
fidence of the people that things are true. Those who are really 
wise do not find anything either false or true, for to them clearly 
they do not exist at all and they do not trouble themselves with 
the question of their truth or falsehood. For him who knows thus 
there are neither works nor cycles of births (sainsara) and also he 
does not trouble himself about the existence or non-existence of 
any of the appearances. Thus it is said in the Ratnakutasutra that 
howsoever carefully one may search one cannot discover conscious¬ 
ness (< citta); what cannot be perceived cannot be said to exist, 
and what does not exist is neither past, nqr future, nor present, and 
as such it cannot be said to have any nature at all; and that which 
has no nature is subject neither to origination nor to extinction. 
He who through his false knowledge ( viparyyasa ) does not com¬ 
prehend the falsehood of all appearances, but thinks them to be 
real, works and suffers the cycles of rebirth (. samsara ). Like all 
illusions, though false these appearances can produce all the harm 
of rebirth and sorrow. 

It may again be objected that if there is nothing true 
according to the nihilists ( sunyavadins ), then their statement that 
there is no origination or extinction is also not true. Candraklrtti 
in replying to this says that with Sunyavadins the truth is absolute 
silence. When the Sunyavadin sages argue, they only accept for 
the moment what other people regard as reasons, and deal with 
them in their own manner to help them to come to a right 
comprehension of all appearances. It is of no use to say, in spite 
of all arguments tending to show the falsehood of all appearances, 
that they are testified by our experience, for the whole thing that 
we call “our experience” is but false illusion inasmuch as these 
phenomena have no true essence. 

When the doctrine of pratltyasamutpada is described as “this 
being that is,” what is really meant is that things can only be 
indicated as mere appearances one after another, for they have 
no essence or true nature. Nihilism ( sunyavada ) also means just 
this. The true meaning of pratltyasamutpada or sunyavada is 
this, that "there is no truth, no essence in all phenomena that 
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As the phenomena have no essence they are neither 
produced nor destroyed; they really neither come nor go. They 
are merely the appearance of maya or illusion. The void (sunya) 
does not mean pure negation, for that is relative to some kind of 
position. It simply means that none of the appearances have any 
intrinsic nature of their own ( niksvabhavatvam ). 

The Madhyama,ka or Sunya system does not hold that any¬ 
thing has any essence or nature ( svabkava ) of its own; even 
heat cannot be said to be the essence of fire; for both the heat 
and the fire are the result of the combination of many conditions, 
and what depends on many conditions cannot be said to be the 
nature or essence of the thing. That alone may be said to be the 
true essence or nature of anything which does not depend on 
anything else, and sijice no such essence or nature can be pointed 
out which stands independently by itself we cannot say that it 
exists. If a thing has no essence or existence of its own, we can¬ 
not affirm the essence of other things to it (Jarabhdva ). If we 
cannot affirm anything of anything as positive, we cannot conse¬ 
quently assert anything of anything as negative. If anyone first 
believes in things positive and afterwards discovers that they are 
not so, he no doubt thus takes his stand on a negation ( abhava\ 
but in reality since we cannot speak of anything positive, we can¬ 
not speak of anything negative either*. 

It is again objected that we nevertheless perceive a process 
going on. To this the Madhyamaka reply is that a process of 
change could not be affirmed of things that are permanent But we 
can hardly speak of a process with reference to momentary things; 
for those which are momentary are destroyed the next moment 
after they appear, and so there is nothing which can continue to 
justify a process. That which appears as being neither comes 
from anywhere nor goes anywhere, and that which appears as de¬ 
stroyed also does not come from anywhere nor go anywhere, 
and so a process (satnsara) cannot be affirmed of them. It cannot 
be that when the second moment arose, the first moment had 
suffered a change in the process, for it was not the same as the 
second, as there is no so-called cause-effect connection. In fact 
there being no relation between the two, the temporal determina¬ 
tion as prior and later is wrong. The supposition that there is a 
self which suffers changes is also not valid, for howsoever we 
1 See Mddhyamikavrtti (B.T.S.), p. 50. * Ibid. pp. 93-100. 
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the soul is a unity it cannot undergo any process or progression, 
for that would presuppose that the soul abandons one character 
and takes up another at the same identical moment which is 
inconceivable 1 , 

But then again the question arises that if there is no process, 
and no cycle of worldly existence of thousands of afflictions, what 
is then the nirvana which is described as the final extinction of 
all afflictions (, klesa )? To this the Madhyamaka reply is that it does 
not agree to such a definition of nirvana. N irvana on the Madhya¬ 
maka theory is the absence of the essence of all phenomena, that 
which cannot be conceived either as anything which has ceased 
or as anything which is produced {aniruddham anutpannam). In 
nirvana all phenomena are lost; we say that the phenomena cease 
to exist in nirvana, but like the illusory snake in the rope they 
never existed*. Nirvana cannot be any positive thing or any sort 
of state of being ( bhava ), for all positive states or things are joint 
products of combined causes ( samskrta ) and are liable to decay 
and destruction. Neither can it be a negative existence, for since 
we cannot speak of any positive existence, we cannot speak of a 
negative existence either. The appearances or the phenomena are 
communicated as being in a state of change and process coming 
one after another, but beyond that no essence, existence, or truth 
can be affirmed of them. Phenomena sometimes appear to be 
produced and sometimes to be destroyed, but they cannot be 
determined as existent or non-existent Nirvana is merely the 
cessation of the seeming phenomenal flow ( prapancapravrtti ). It 


cannot therefore be designated either as positive or as negative for 
these conceptions belong to phenomena ( na cdpravrttimdtram 
bhavdbhdveti parikalpitum pdryyate evam na bhavdbhdvanir - 
vdnam , M.V. 197 ). In this state there is nothing which is known, 
and even the knowledge that the phenomena have ceased to 
I appear is not found. Even the Buddha himself is a phenomenon, 
a mirage or a dream, and so are all his teachings*. 

It is easy to see that in this system there cannot exist any 
bondage or emancipation; all phenomena are like shadows, like 
the mirage, the dream, the maya, and the magic without any real 
nature ( nihsvabhava ). It is mere false knowledge to suppose that 


1 See M&dhyamikavrtti (B.T.S ), pp. 101-102. 2 Ibid. p. 194. 

* Ibid . pp. 167 and aoi. 
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is trying to win a real nirvana 1 . It is this false egoism that 
is to be considered as avidya. When considered deeply it is found 
that there is not even the slightest trace of any positive existence. 
Thus it is seen that if there were no ignorance ( avidya ), there 
would have been no conformations (, samskaras ), and if there were 
no conformations there would have been no consciousness, and so 
on; but it cannot be said of the ignorance “I am generating the 
samskaras,” and it can be said of the samskaras “we are being 
produced by the avidya.” But there being avidya, there come the 
samskaras and so on with other categories too. This character of 
the pratityasamutpada is known as the coming of the consequent 
depending on an antecedent reason (hetupanibandha). 

It can be viewed from another aspect, namely that of depend¬ 
ence on conglomeration or combination ( pratyayopanibandka). 
It is by the combination ( santavaya) of the four.elements, space 
(<akdsa) and consciousness ( vijnana ) that a man is made. It is 
due to earth ( prthivl) that the body becomes solid, it is due to 
water that there is fat in the body, it is due to fire that there is 
digestion, it is due to wind that there is respiration; it is due 
to aka&a that there is porosity, and it is due to vijfiana that 
there is mind-consciousness. It is by their mutual combination 
that we find a man as he is. But none of these elements think 
that they have done any of the functions that are considered to be 
allotted to them. None of these are real substances or beings or 
souls. It is by ignorance that these are thought of as existents and 
attachment is generated for them. Through ignorance thus come 
the samskaras, consisting of attachment, antipathy and thought¬ 
lessness {raga, dvesa , mo ha) ; from these proceed the vijfiana and 
the four skandhas. These with the four elements bring about name 
and form ( namarupa)> from these proceed the senses (, sadayatana ), 
from the coming together of those three comes contact ( sparsa ); 
from that feelings, from that comes desire (trsnd) and so on. 
These flow on like the stream of a river, but there is no essence 
or truth behind them all or as the ground of them all*. The 
phenomena therefore cannot be said to be either existent or 
non-existent, and no truth can be affirmed of either eternalism 
{sdsvatavdda) or nihilism ( ucchedavdda ), and it is for this reason 

1 See Madhyamikavrtti (B.T.S.), pp. 101-108. 

9 Ibid . pp. 209-111, quoted from Sdlistambhasutra. Vacaspatimtera also quotes 
this passage in his Bhdmati on Sankara’s Brahmaputra, 
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that this doctrine is called the middle doctrine (tnadkyatnakd)K 
Existence and non-existence have only a relative truth (sam- 
vrtisatya) in them, as in all phenomena, but there is no true 
reality (paratnartkasatya) in them or anything else. Morality 
plays as high a part in this nihilistic system as it does in any 
other Indian system. I quote below some stanzas from Nagar- 
juna’s Suhrilekka as translated by Wenzel (P.T.S. 1886) from 
the Tibetan translation. 

6. Knowing that riches are unstable and void ( asdra) give according to 
the moral precepts, to Bhikshus, Brahmins, the poor and friends for there is 
no better friend than giving. 

7. Exhibit morality (Hla) faultless and sublime, unmixed and spotless, 
for morality is the supporting ground of all eminence, as the earth is of the 
moving and immovable. 

8. Exercise the imponderable, transcendental virtues of charity, morality, 
patience, energy, meditation, and likewise wisdom, in order that, having 
reached the farther shore of the sea of existence, you may become a Jina 


prince. 

9. View as enemies, avarice ( matsaryya ), deceit (£dt/iya\ duplicity (mdyd\ 
lust, indolence {kausidya), pride (mdna\ greed {rdga\ hatred \dvesd) and 
pride ( mada ) concerning family, figure, giory, youth, or power. 

15. Since nothing is so difficult of attainment as patience, open no door 
for anger; the Buddha has pronounced that he who renounces anger shall 
attain the degree of an anagamin (a saint who never suffers rebirth). 

at. Do not look after another's wife; but if you see her, regard her, 
according to age, like your mother, daughter or sister. 

24. Of him who has conquered the unstable, ever moving objects of the 
six senses and him who has overcome the mass of his enemies in battle, the 
wise praise the first as the greater hero. 

29. Thou who knowest the world, be equanimous against the eight worldly 
conditions, gain and loss, happiness and suffering, fame and dishonour, blame 
and praise, for they are not objects for your thoughts. 

37. But one (a woman) that is gentle as a sister, winning as a friend, 
careful of your well being as a mother, obedient as a servant her (you must) 
honour as the guardian god(dess) of the family. 

40. Always perfectly meditate on (turn your thoughts to) kindness, pity, 
» joy and indifference; then if you do not obtain a higher degree you (certainly) 

will obtain the happiness of Brahman’s world (< brahtnavikara ). 

41. By the four dhyanas completely abandoning desire {k&md), reflection 
(< vicdra ), joy {pritT), and happiness and pain {sukha, duhkka) you will obtain 
as fruit the lot of a Brahman. 

49. If you say “I am not the form, you thereby will understand I am 
not endowed with form, I do not dwell in form, the form does not dwell in me ; 
and in like manner you will understand the voidness of the other four aggre¬ 


gates.” . 

50. The aggregates do not arise from desire, nor from time, nor from 


1 See Mddhyamikcrortti (B.T.S.), p. 160. 
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nature {prakrti), not from themselves {svabhavat), nor from the Lord ( isvara ), 
nor yet are they without cause; know that they arise from ignorance (avidyd) 
and desire ( trsn &). 

51. Know that attachment to religious ceremonies (Hlabrataparamarsd) y 
wrong views {mithyadrsti) and doubt ( vicikitsa ) are the three fetters. 

53. Steadily instruct yourself (more and more) in the highest morality, 
the highest wisdom and the highest thought, for the hundred and fifty one 
rules (of thz pr&timoksd) are combined perfectly in these three. 

58. Because thus (as demonstrated) all this is unstable ( anityd)) without 
substance ( andtma ) without help ( asarana ) without protector ( an&tha) and 
without abode {asth&na) thou O Lord of men must become discontented with 
this worthless ( asara ) kadali-tree of the orb. 

104. If a fire were to seize your head or your dress you would extinguish 
and subdue it, even then endeavour to annihilate desire, for there is no other 


higher necessity than this. 

105. By morality, knowledge and contemplation, attain the spotless dig¬ 
nity of the quieting and the subduing nirvana not subject to age, death or 
decay, devoid of earth, water, fire, wind, sun and moon. 

107. Where there is no wisdom ( prajnd ) there is also no contemplation 
( dkyana\ where there is no contemplation there is also no wisdom; but know 
that for him who possesses these two the sea of existence is like a grove. 


Uncompromising Idealism or the School 
of Vijhanavada Buddhism. 

The school of Buddhist philosophy known as the Vijftanavada 
or Yogacara has often been referred to by such prominent teachers 
of Hindu thought as Kumarila and Sankara. It agrees to a great 
extent with the 6unyavSdins whom we have already described. 
All the dharmas (qualities and substances) are but imaginary 
constructions of ignorant minds. There is no movement in the 
so-called external world as we suppose, for it does not exist. We 
construct it ourselves and then are ourselves deluded that it exists 
by itself {mrmmitapratimokiy. There are two functions involved 
in our consciousness, viz. that which holds the perceptions ( khyati 
vijndnd) y and that which orders them by imaginary constructions 
(vastuprativikalpavijnana ). The two functions however mutually 
determine each other and cannot be separately distinguished 
(abhinnalaksane anyonyahetuke ). These functions are set to work 
on account of the beginningless instinctive tendencies inherent 
in them in relation to the world of appearance ( anddikala-pra - 
pahca-vdsanahetukahcdy. 

All sense knowledge can be stopped only when the diverse 


D. 


1 Laiik&vatdrasutrdy pp. 21-22. 


2 Ibid. p. 44. 
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-tmmannesieu instincts of imagination are stopped ( abhula 

parikalpa-vdsana-vakitra-nircdha) 1 . All our phenomenal know¬ 
ledge is without any essence or truth (niksvabhdva) and is but a 
creation of maya, a mirage or a dream. There is nothing which 
may be called external, but all is the imaginary creation ot the 
mind (svadtta), which has been accustomed to create imaginary 
appearances from beginningless time. This mind by whose move¬ 
ment these creations take place as subject and object has no 
appearance in itself and is thus without any origination, existence 
and extinction (utpddasthitibhangavarjjam) and is called the aUya- 
vijftana. The reason why this Slayavijftana itself is said to be 
without origination, existence, and extinction is probably this, 
that it is always a hypothetical state which merely explains a^ 
the phenomenal states that appear, and therefore it has no exist¬ 
ence in the sense in which the term is used and we could not 

affirm any special essence of it. 

We do not realize that all visible phenomena are of nothing 
external but of our own mind (svacitta), and there is also the Mea¬ 
ningless tendency for believing and creating a phenomenal world 
of appearance. There is also the nature of knowledge (which 
takes things as the perceiver and the perceived) and there is also 
the instinct in the mind to experience diverse forms. On account 
of these four reasons there are produced in the alayavijftana (m in ) 
the ripples of our sense experiences (prcmrttivijkdna) as in a ake, 
and these are manifested as sense experiences. All the five skan- 
dhas called pancavijndnakaya thus appear in a proper synthetic 
form. None of the phenomenal knowledge that appears is either 
identical or different from the alayavijftana just as the waves can¬ 
not be said to be either identical or different from the ocean. As 
the ocean dances on in waves so the citta or the alayavijftana 
is also dancing as it were in its diverse operations (vrtti). As 
citta it collects all movements (karma) within it, as manas it 
synthesizes (vidhiyate) and as vijftana it constructs the fivefold 
perceptions (vijadnen vijdndti drsyam kalpate pancabhtfif. 

It is only due to maya (illusion) that the phenomena appear 
in their twofold aspect as subject and object This must always 
be regarded as an appearance (samvrtisatyatd) whereas in the real 
aspect we could never say whether they existed (bhdva) or did not 
ejcist 8 . 


1 Lankavat&rasiUra , p. 44 
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Asanga’s Mahay SnasiUrdiamhdra^ pp* 


2 Ibid pp. 50-55* 
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All phenomena both being and non-being are illusory {sada- 
santah mdyopamah ). When we look deeply into them we find that 
there is an absolute negation of all appearances, including even 
all negations, for they are also appearances. This would make the 
ultimate truth positive. But this is not so, for it is that in which 
the positive and negative are one and the same ( bhavabhavasa - 
Mdnatd) 1 . „$uch a state which is complete in itself and has no 
name and no substance had been described in the Lankavatara- 
sutra as thatness ( tathata ) 2 . This state is also described in another 
place in the Lankavatdra as voidness {punyat a) which is one and 
has no origination and no essence 8 . In another place it is also 
designated as tathagatagarbha 4 . 

It may be supposed that this doctrine of an unqualified 
ultimate truth comes near to the Vedantic atman or Brahman 
like the tathata doctrine of A6vaghosa; and we find in Lanka- 
vatara that RSvana asks the Buddha “ How can you say that 
your doctrine of tathagatagarbha was not the same as the atman 
doctrine of the other schools of philosophers, for those heretics 
also consider the atman as eternal, agent, unqualified, all-per¬ 
vading and unchanged?" To this the Buddha is found to reply 
thus—“ Our doctrine is not the same as the doctrine of those 
heretics; it is in consideration of the fact that the instruction 
of a philosophy which considered that there was no soul or sub- 
stancfe in anything ( nairatmya ) would frighten the disciples, that 
I say that all things are in reality the tathagatagarbha. This 
should not be regarded as atman. Just as a lump of clay is made 
into various shapes, so it is the non-essential nature of all 
phenomena and their freedom from all characteristics ( sarvavikal - 
palaksanavinivrttam ) that is variously described as the garbha 
or the nairatmya (essencelessness). This explanation of tathaga¬ 
tagarbha as the ultimate truth and reality is given in order to 
attract to our creed those heretics who are superstitiously inclined 
to believe in the atman doctrine®” 

So far as the appearance of the phenomena was concerned 
the idealistic Buddhists ( vijndnavddins ) agreed to the doctrine of 
pratltyasamutpada with certain modifications. There was with 
them an external pratltyasamutpada just as it appeared in the 

1 Asanga’s Makdydnasutrdlamkdra , p. 65. 

8 Lankdvatdrasuira, p. 70. 8 Ibid. p. 78. 

4 Ibid. p. 80. * Ibid. pp. 80-81. 
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^ Jjective aspect and an internal pratltyasamutpada. The extern 
pratltyasamutpada (dependent origination) is represented in the 
way in which material things (e.g. a jug) came into being by the 
co-operation of diverse elements—the lump of clay, the potter, 
the wheel, etc. The internal ( ddhydtmika ) pratltyasamutpada 
was represented by avidyS, trsna, karma, the skandhas, and the 
ayatanas produced out of them 1 . 

Our understanding is composed of two categories called t^he 
pravicayabuddhi and the vikalpalaksanagrahabhinivesapratistha- 
pikabuddhi. The pravicayabuddhi is that which always seeks to 
take things in either of the following four ways, that they are 
either this or the other (ekatvanyatva) ; either both or not both 
( ubhayanubhaya)) either are or are not (czsliftdsti ), either eternal 
or non-eternal ( nitydnitya ). But in reality none of these can be 
affirmed of the phenomena. The second category consists of that 
habit of the mind by virtue of which it constructs diversities and 
arranges them (created in their turn by its own constructive activity 

_ parikalpa) in a logical order of diverse relations of subject and 

predicate, causal and other relations. He who knows the nature 
of these two categories of the mind knows that there is no external 
world of matter and that they are all experienced only in the 
mind. There is no water, but it is the sense construction of 
smoothness (sneka) that constructs the water as an external sub¬ 
stance; it is the sense construction of activity or energy that 
constructs the external substance of fire; it is the sense construc¬ 
tion of movement that constructs the external substance of air. 
In this way through the false habit of taking the unreal as the 
real ( mithyasatydbhinivesa ) five skandhas appear. If these were 
to appear all together, we could not speak of any kind of causal 
relations, and if they appeared in succession there could be 
no connection between them, as there is nothing to bind them 
together. In reality there is nothing which is produced or 
destroyed, it is only our constructive imagination that builds up 
things as perceived with all their relations, and ourselves as per- 
ceivers. It is simply a convention ( vyavakara ) to speak of things 
as known 8 . Whatever we designate by speech is mere speech- 
construction (vagvikalpa) and unreal. In speech one could not 
speak of anything without relating things in some kind of causal 

1 Lank&vatSrasutra^ p. 85. 

9 Lank&vat&rasutra , p. 87, compare the term “ vyavaharika” as used of the pheno¬ 
menal and the conventional world in almost the same sense by Sankara. 
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i, but ilone of these characters may be said to be true; 
the real truth (paramartha) can never be referred to by such 
speech-construction. 

The nothingness ( sunyata ) of things may be viewed from 
seven aspects—(i) that they are always interdependent, and hence 
have no special characteristics by themselves, and as they cannot 
be determined in themselves they cannot be determined in terms 
of others, for, their own nature being undetermined, a reference 
to an “ other ” is also undetermined, and hence they are all in¬ 
definable (laksanasunyata) \ (2) that they have no positive essence 
( bhdvasvabhdvasiinyatd ), since they spring up from a natural non¬ 
existence ( svabhavdbkavotpatti)\ (3) that they are of an unknown 
type of non-existence ( apracaritasunyatd ), since all the skandhas 
vanish in the nirvana; (4) that they appear phenomenally as con¬ 
nected though non-existent ( pracaritaiunyata), for their skandhas 
have no reality in themselves nor are they related to others, but 
yet they appear to be somehow causally connected; (5) that none 
of the things can be described as having any definite nature, 
they are all undemonstrable by language (nirabhilapyaSunyatd ); 
(6) that there cannot be any knowledge about them except that 
which is brought about by the long-standing defects of desires 
which pollute all our vision; (7) that things are also non-existent 
in the sense that we affirm them to be in a particular place and 
time in which they are not ( itaretaraSimyatd ). 

There is thus only non-existence, which again is neither eternal 
nor destructible, and the world is but a dream and a maya ; the 
two kinds of negation ( nirodha ) are aka£a (space) and nirvana; 
things which are neither existent nor non-existent are only 
imagined to be existent by fools. 

This view apparently comes into conflict with the doctrine of 
this school, that the reality is called the tathagatagarbha (the 
womb of all that is merged in thatness) and all the phenomenal 
appearances of the clusters (skandhas), elements (dhdtus), and 
fields of sense operation (ayatanas) only serve to veil it with 
impurities, and this would bring it nearer to the assumption of a 
universal soul as the reality. But the Lahkavatdra attempts to 
explain away this conflict by suggesting that the reference to 
the tathagatagarbha as the reality is only a sort of false bait to 
attract those who are afraid of listening to the nairatmya (non¬ 
soul) doctrine 1 . 




Lartkdvaidrasuira, p. 80. 
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attain their highest by the 


fourfold 

(2) utpadasthitihkahga - 
vivarjjanata , (3) bahyabhdvdbhdvopaiaksanata and (4) svapra- 
tydryyajfidrddkigamabhinnalaksanata. The first means that all 
things are but creations of the imagination of one's mind. The 
second means that as things have no essence there is no origina¬ 
tion, existence or destruction. The third means that one should 
know the distinctive sense in which all external things are said 
either to be existent or non-existent, for their existence is merely 
like the mirage which is produced by the beginningless desire 
( vasana ) of creating and perceiving the manifold. This brings _ 
to the fourth one, which means the right comprehension of the 


nature of all things. 

The four dhyanas spoken of in the Lankavatara seem to be 
different from those which have been described in connection with 
the TheravSda Buddhism. These dhySnas are called (1) halo- 
pacarika , (2) art hap ravicaya, (3) tathatalambana and (4) tathd- 
gata. The first one is said to be that practised by the Sravakas 
and the pratyekabuddhas. It consists in concentrating upon the 
doctrine that there is no soul ( pudgalanairatmya ), and that every¬ 
thing is transitory, miserable and impure. When considering } all 
things in this way from beginning to end the sage advances on 
till all conceptual knowing ceases {dsamjnanirodkdf ); we have 
what is called the valopacarika dhyana (the meditation for be¬ 
ginners). 

The second is the advanced state where not only there is 
full consciousness that there is no self, but there is also the com¬ 
prehension that neither these nor the doctrines of other heretics 
may be said to exist, and that there is none of the dharmas that 
appears. This is called the arthapravicayadhydna , for the sage 
concentrates here on the subject of thoroughly seeking out ( pra - 
vicayd) the nature of all things ( artka ). 

The third dhyana, that in which the mind realizes that the 
thought that there is no self nor that there are the appearances, 
is itself the result of imagination and thus lapses into the thatness 
( tathata ). This dhyana is called tathatalambana, because it has for 
its object tathata or thatness. 

The last or the fourth dhyana is that in which the lapse of 
the mind into the state of thatness is such that the nothingness 
and incomprehensibility of all phenomena is perfectly realized; 
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d nirvana is that in which all root desires ( vdsand ) manifesting 
themselves in knowledge are destroyed and the mind with know¬ 
ledge and perceptions, making false creations, ceases to work. This 
cannot be called death, for it will not have any rebirth and it can¬ 
not be called destruction, for only compounded things (samskrta) 
suffer destruction, so that it is different from either death or 
destruction. This nirvana is different from that of the SrSvakas 
and the pratyekabuddhas for they are satisfied to call that state 
nirvana, in which by the knowledge of the general characteristics 
of all things (transitoriness and misery) they are not attached to 
things and cease to make erroneous judgments 1 . 

Thus we see that there is no cause (in the sense of ground) 
of all these phenomena as other heretics maintain. When it is 
said that the world is maya or illusion, what is meant to be 
emphasized is this, that there is no cause, no ground. The pheno¬ 
mena that seem to originate, stay, and be destroyed are mere 
constructions of tainted imagination, and the tathata or thatness 
is nothing but the turning away of this constructive activity or 
nature of the imagination (vika/pa) tainted with the associations 
of beginningless root desires (vdsana)\ The tathata has no 
separate reality from illusion, but it is illusion itself when the 
course of the construction of illusion has ceased. It is therefore 
also spoken of as that which is cut off or detached from the mind 
(cittavimukta ), for here there is no construction of imagination 
{sarvakalpanavirahitanif. 


Sautrantika Theory of Perception. 

Dharmottara (847 A.D.), a commentator of DharmaklrttiV 
(about 635 A.D.) Nyayabindu , a Sautrantika logical and episte¬ 
mological work, describes right knowledge (samyagjftdnd) as an 
invariable antecedent to the accomplishment of all that a man 

1 LahkctiatfirasHtra , p. too. 2 Ibid. p. 109. 

8 This account of the Vijfianavada school is collected mainly from Lahkivatfira- 
sutra, as no other authentic work of the Vijfianavada school is available. Hindu 
accounts and criticisms of this school may be had in such books as Kumarila’s Sloka 
varttika or Sankara’s bhlsya, n. ii, etc. Asaftga’s Mah&yfinasutrtHamkfira deals more 
with the duties concerning the career of a saint ( Bodhisattva ) than with the metaphysics 
of the system. 

4 Dharmaklrtti calls himself an adherent of Vijfianavada in his Santfinfintara- 
siddhi , a treatise on solipsism, but his Nyfiyabindu seems rightly to have been considered 
by the author of Nyfiyabindutikfitippani (p. 19) as being written from the Sautrantika 
point of view. 
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desires to have (samyagjhdnapurvika sarvapurusarthasiddhi ) 1 . 
When on proceeding, in accordance with the presentation of‘any 
knowledge, we get a thing as presented by it we call it right 
knowledge. Right knowledge is thus the knowledge by which one 
can practically acquire the thing he wants to acquire (arthddhi- 
gati). The process of knowledge, therefore, starts with the per¬ 
ceptual presentation and ends with the attainment of the thing 
represented by it and the fulfilment of the practical need by it 
(,arthadhigamat samaptah pramanavyapdrah). Thus there are 
three moments in the perceptual acquirement of knowledge; 
(i) the presentation, (2) our prompting in accordance with it, 
and (3) the final realization of the object in accordance with 
our endeavour following the direction of knowledge. Inference 
is also to be called right knowledge, as it also serves our practical 
need by representing the presence of objects in certain connec¬ 
tions and helping us to realize them. In perception this presen¬ 
tation is direct, while in inference this is brought about indirectly 
through the linga (reason). Knowledge is sought by men for the 
realization of their ends, and the subject of knowledge is dis¬ 
cussed in philosophical works only because knowledge is sought 
by men. Any knowledge, therefore, which will not lead us to 
the realization of the object represented by it could not be called 
right knowledge. All illusory perceptions, therefore, such as the 
perception of a white conch-shell as yellow or dream perceptions, 
are not right knowledge, since they do not lead to the realization 
of such objects as are presented by them. It is true no doubt 
that since all objects are momentary, the object which was per¬ 
ceived at the moment of perception was not the same as that 
which was realized at a later moment. But the series of existents 
which started with the first perception of a blue object finds itself 
realized by the realization of other existents of the same series 
{nilddau ya eva santanah paricchinno nilajtuinena sa eva tena 
prdpitah tena ntlajhanam pramdnamy. 

When it is said that right knowledge is an invariable ante¬ 
cedent of the realization of any desirable thing or the retarding 
of any undesirable thing, it must be noted that it is not meant 

1 Brief extracts from the opinions of two other commentators of Nytyabindu y 
Vinltadeva and £antabhadra (seventh century), are found in Nydyabindutik&tippant, 
a commentary of Nydyabindvttkti of Dharmmottara, hut their texts are not available 
to jus. 

* Nydyabindutikatippani , p. 11. 
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“mat right knowledge is directly the cause of it; for, with the rise 
of any right perception, there is a memory of past experiences, 
desire is aroused, through desire an endeavour in accordance with 
it is launched, and as a result of that there is realization of the 
object of desire. Thus, looked at from this point of view, right 
knowledge is not directly the cause of the realization of the object. 
Right knowledge of course directly indicates the presentation, the 
object of desire, but so far as the object is a mere presentation it 
is not a subject of enquiry. It becomes a subject of enquiry only in 
connection with our achieving the object presented by perception. 

Perception ( pratyaksa ) has been defined by Dharmaklrtti as 
a presentation, which is generated by the objects alone, unasso¬ 
ciated by any names or relations ( kalpand ) and which is not 
erroneous {kalpandpodhamabhrantarn) x . This definition does not 
indeed represent the actual nature ( svarupa ) of perception, but only 
shows the condition which must be fulfilled in order that anything 
may be valid perception. What is meant by saying that a per¬ 
ception is not erroneous is simply this, that it will be such that 
if one engages himself in an endeavour in accordance with it, 
he will not be baffled in the object which was presented to him 
by his perception {tasmadgrahye the vasturupe yadaviparyastam 
tadabhrdntamiha veditavyam). It is said that a right perception 
could not be associated with names {kalpand or abhilapa). This 
qualification is added only with a view of leaving out all that is not 
directly generated by the object. A name is given to a thing 
only when it is associated in the mind, through memory, as being 
the same as perceived before. This cannot, therefore, be regarded 
as being produced by the object of perception. The senses present 
the objects by coming in contact with them, and the objects also 
must of necessity allow themselves to be presented as they are 
when they are in contact with the proper senses. But the work 
of recognition or giving names is not what is directly produced 
by the objects themselves, for this involves the unification of 
previous experiences, and this is certainly not what is presented 

1 The definition first given in the Pramdttasamiucaya (not available in Sanskrit) of 
Dinnaga (500A.D.) was “ Kalpandpodkam” According to Dharmaklrtti it is the in¬ 
determinate knowledge (nirvikalpa jftdna) consisting only of the copy of the object 
presented to the senses that constitutes the valid element presented to perception. 
The determinate knowledge {savikalpa jHdna) y as formed by the conceptual activity of 
the mind identifying the object with what has been experienced before, cannot be 
regarded as truly representing what is really presented to the senses. 
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ua^me sense ( purvadrstaparadrstancdrtkamekikurvadvijwanam - 

asannihitavisayam purvadrstasydsannihitatvat). In all illusory 
perceptions it is the sense which is affected either by extraneous 
or by inherent physiological causes. If the senses are not per¬ 
verted they are bound to present the object correctly. Perception 
thus means the correct presentation through the senses of an 
object in its own uniqueness as containing only those features 
which are its and its alone ( svalaksanam. ). The validity of know¬ 
ledge consists in the sameness that it has with the objects presented 
by it ( arthena saha yatsarupyam sadrtyamasya jnanasya tatpra- 
mdnamiha). But the objection here is that if our percept is only 
similar to the external object then this similarity is a thing which 
is different from the presentation, and thus perception becomes 
invalid. But the similarity is not different from the percept which 
' appears as being similar to the object It is by virtue of their 
sameness that we refer to the object by the percept (taditi sdriipyam 
tasya vasdt) and our perception of the object becomes possible. 
It is because we have an awareness of blueness that we speak of 
having perceived a blue object. The relation, however, between 
the notion of similarity of the perception with the blue object and 
the indefinite awareness of blue in perception is not one of 
causation but of a determinant and a determinate ( vyavasthdpya - 
vyavasthdpakabhavmd). Thus it is the same cognition which in 
one form stands as signifying the similarity with the object of 
perception and is in another indefinite form the awareness as the 
percept (lata ekasya vastunah kificidrupampramanam kiiicitpra- 
tnanaphalam na virudhyate). It is on account of this similarity 
with the object that a cognition can be a determinant of the 
definite awareness (vyavasthdpanaheturhi /sarupyam ), so that by 
the determinate we know the determinant and thus by the 
similarity of the sense-datum with the object (pramana) we come 
to think that our awareness has this particular form as “blue” 
(pramanaphald). If this sameness between the knowledge and its 
object was not felt we could not have spoken of the object from 
the awareness (sdritpyatnanubkutam vyavasthapanahetuli). The 
object generates an awareness similar to itself, and it is this 
correspondence that can lead us to the realization of the object 
so presented by right knowledge 1 . 


i See also pp. 340 and 409. It is unfortunate that, excepting the Nyiyahndu, 
Nyoyabindutika, Ny&yaHniutiktUippani (St Petersburg, 1909), no other works dealing 
with this interesting doctrine of perception are available to us. Ny&yabindu is probably 
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Sautrantika theory of Inference 1 . 

According to the SautrSntika doctrine of Buddhism as de¬ 
scribed by Dharmaklrtti and Dharmmottara which is probably the 
only account of systematic Buddhist logic that is now available to 
us in Sanskrit, inference ( anumana ) is divided into two classes, 
called svarthanumana (inferential knowledge attained by a person 
arguing in his own mind or judgments), and parSrthanumana (in¬ 
ference through the help of articulated propositions for convincing 
others in a debate). The validity of inference depended, like the 
validity of perception, on copying the actually existing facts of 
the external world. Inference copied external realities as much 
as perception did; just as the validity of the immediate perception 
of blue depends upon its similarity to the external blue thing 
perceived, so the validity of the inference of a blue thing also, 
so far as it is knowledge, depends upon its resemblance to the 
external fact thus inferred (sarupyavasaddhi tannilapratittrupam 
sidhyati). 

The reason by which an inference is made should be such 
that it may be present only in those cases where the thing to 
be inferred exists, and absent in every case where it does not 
exist. It is only when the reason is tested by both these joint 
conditions that an unfailing connection ( pratibandha ) between 
the reason and the thing to be inferred can be established. It is 
not enough that the reason should be present in all cases where 
the thing to be inferred exists and absent where it does not 
exist, but it is necessary that it should be present only in the 
above case. This law ( niyanta) is essential for establishing 
the unfailing condition necessary for inference 2 . This unfailing 
natural connection (svabhavapratibandha) is found in two types 

one of the earliest works in which we hear of the doctrine of arthakriy&k&ritva (practical 
fulfilment of our desire as a criterion of right knowledge). Later on it was regarded 
as a criterion of existence, as Ratnakirtti’s works and the profuse references by Hindu 
writers to the Buddhistic doctrines prove. The word arthakriyd is found in Candra- 
klrtti’s commentary on Nagarjuna and also in such early works as Lalitcrvtstara (pointed 
out to me by Dr E. T. Thomas of the Cambridge University Library) but the word 
has no philosophical significance there. 

1 As the Pram&nasamuccaya of Dihnaga is not available in Sanskrit, we can hardly 
know anything of developed Buddhist logic except what can be got from the Nyaya - 
bindutikd of Dharmmottara. 

2 tasmflt niyamavaiarev&nvaycrvyatirtkayoh prayogah karttavyak yena pratibandho 
gamy eta sddhanyasa sddhyena. Ny&yabinduttkd, p. n\. 
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cases. The first is that where the nature of the reason is con¬ 
tained in the thing to be inferred as a part of its nature, i.e. where 
the reason stands for a species of which the thing to be inferred 
is a genus; thus a stupid person living in a place full of tall pines 
may come to think that pines are called trees because they are 
tall and it may be useful to point out to him that even a small 
pine plant is a tree because it is pine; the quality of pineness 
forms a part of the essence of treeness, for the former being 
a species is contained in the latter as a genus; the nature of the 
species being identical with the nature of the genus, one could 
infer the latter from the former but not vice versa ; this is called 
the unfailing natural connection of identity of nature ( tddatmya ). 
The second is that where the cause is inferred from the effect 
which stands as the reason of the former. Thus from the smoke 
the fire which has produced it may be inferred. The ground of 
these inferences is that reason is naturally indissolubly connected 
with the thing to be inferred, and unless this is the case, no 
inference is warrantable. 

This natural indissoluble connection ( svabhavapratibandha ), 
be it of the nature of identity of essence of the species in the 
genus or inseparable connection of the effect with the cause, is 
the ground of all inference 1 . The svabhavapratibandha deter¬ 
mines the inseparability of connection (avinabk&vaniyatna) and 
the inference is made not through a series of premisses but 
directly by the linga (reason) which has the inseparable con¬ 
nection*. 

The second type of inference known as pararthanumana 
agrees with sv5rthanumana in all essential characteristics; the 
main difference between the two is this, that in the case of 
pararthanumana, the inferential process has to be put verbally in 
premisses. 

Pandit Ratnakara£anti, probably of the ninth or the tenth cen¬ 
tury A.D., wrote a paper named Antamytiptisamarthana in which 


1 na hi yo yaira svabhavcna na praiibaddhah sa tarn apralibaddha'Vi$ayamava£ya- 
meva na vyabhicaratiti n&sti tayoravyabhicarattiyamah. Nydyabindutikd , p. *9. 

8 The inseparable connection determining inference is only possible when the 
linga satisfies the three following conditions, viz. (1) paksasattva (existence of the 
lihga in the pak$a—the thing about which something is inferred); (a) sapaksasattva 
(existence of the linga in those cases where the sadhya or probandum existed), and 
(3) vipaksasattva (its non-existence in all those places where the sadhya did not exist). 
The Buddhists admitted three propositions in a syllogism, e.g. The hill has fire, because 
it has smoke, like a kitchen but unlike a lake. 
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ed to show that the concomitance is not between those 
cases which possess the linga or reason with the cases which 
possess the sadhya (probandum) but between that which has the 
characteristics of the linga with that which has the characteristics 
of the sadhya (probandum); or in other words the concomitance 
is not between the places containing the smoke such as kitchen, 
etc., and the places containing fire but between that which has the 
characteristic of the linga, viz. the smoke, and that which has the 
characteristic of the sadhya, viz. the fire. This view of the nature 
of concomitance is known as inner concomitance ( antarvyapti ), 
whereas the former, viz. the concomitance between the thing 
possessing linga and that possessing sadhya, is known as outer 
concomitance ( bahirvydpti) and generally accepted by the Nyaya 
school of thought. This antarvyapti doctrine of concomitance is 
indeed a later Buddhist doctrine. 

It may not be out of place here to remark that evidences of 
some form of Buddhist logic probably go back at least as early 
as the Kathavatthu (200 B.C.). Thus Aung on the evidence of 
the Yamaha points out that Buddhist logic at the time of A£oka 
“was conversant with the distribution of terms” and the process 
of conversion. He further points out that the logical premisses 
such as the udaharana ( Yoyo aggima so so dhumavd —whatever is 
fiery is *smoky), the upanayana ( ayam pabbato dhumavd —this 
hill is smoky) and the niggama ( tasmadayam aggima —therefore 
that is fiery) were also known. (Aung further sums up the 
method of the arguments which are found in the Kathavatthu as 
follows: 



“Adherent 

Opponent. 

Adherent. 

Opponent. 

Adherent. 


Is A B> ( thapand ). 

Yes. 

Is CD} ( papana ). 

No. 

But if A be B then (you should have said) C is D. 
That B can be affirmed of A but D of C is false. 
Hence your first answer is refuted.”) 


The antecedent of the hypothetical major premiss is termed 
thapana, because the opponents position, A is B> is conditionally 
established for the purpose of refutation. 

The consequent of the hypothetical major premiss is termed 
papana because it is got from the antecedent And the con- 
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^lusi^n is termed ropana because the regulation is placed on the 

opponent. Next: 

“If D be derived of C. 

Then B should have been derived of A. 

But you affirmed B of A. 

(therefore) That B can be affirmed of A but not of D or C is 


wrong.” 

This is the patiloma, inverse or indirect method, as contrasted 
with the former or direct method, anuloma. In both methods the 
consequent is derived. But if we reverse the hypothetical major 
in the latter method we get 


If A is B C is D* 

But A is B . 

Therefore C is D> 

By this indirect method the opponent’s second answer is re¬ 
established 1 .” 


The Doctrine of Momentariness. 

Ratnaklrtti (950 A.D.) sought to prove the momentariness of 
all existence (sattva), first, by the concomitance discovered by the 
method of agreement in presence ( anvayavyapti), and then by the 
method of difference by proving that the production of effects 
could not be justified on the assumption of things being per¬ 
manent and hence accepting the doctrine of momentariness 
as the only alternative. Existence is defined as the capacity of 
producing anything ( arthakriyakdritva ). The form of the first 
type of argument by anvayavyapti may be given thus: “What¬ 
ever exists is momentary, by virtue of its existence, as for example 
the jug; all things about the momentariness of which we are dis¬ 
cussing’are existents and are therefore momentary." It cannot 
be said that the jug which has been chosen as an example of an 
existent is not momentary; for the jug is producing certain 
effects at the present moment; and it cannot be held that these 
are all identical in the past and the future or that it is producing 
no effect at all in the past and future, for the first is impossible, 
for those which are done now could not be done again in the 
future; the second is impossible, for if it has any capacity to 

1 See introduction to the translation of Kathivatthii (Points of Controversy ) by 
Mrs Rhys Davids. 
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effects it must not cease doing so, as in that one 
might as well expect that there should not be any effect even at 
the present moment. Whatever has the capacity of producing 
anything at any time must of necessity do it. So if it does pro¬ 
duce at one moment and does not produce at another, this 
contradiction will prove the supposition that the things were 
different at the different moments. If it is held that the nature 
of production varies at different moments, then also the thing at 
those two moments must be different, for a thing could not have 
in it two contradictory capacities. 

Since the jug does not produce at the present moment the 
work of the past and the future moments, it cannot evidently do 
so, and hence is not identical with the jug in the past and in the 
future, for the fact that the jug has the capacity and has not the 
capacity as well, proves that it is not the same jug at the two 
moments ( saktasaktasvabhavataya pratiksanam bhedah ). The 
capacity of producing effects ( arthakriyaSakti) y which is but the 
other name of existence, is universally concomitant with momen¬ 
tariness ( ksanikatvavydpta ). 

The Nyaya school of philosophy objects to this view and says 
that the capacity of anything cannot be known until the effect 
produced is known, and if capacity to produce effects be regarded 
as existence or being, then the being or existence of the effect 
cannot be known, until that has produced another effect and 
that another ad infinitum. Since there can be no being that has 
not capacity of producing effects, and as this capacity can 
demonstrate itself only in an infinite chain, it will be impossible 
to know any being or to affirm the capacity of producing effects 
as the definition of existence. Moreover if all things were 
momentary there would be no permanent perceiver to observe 
the change, and there being nothing fixed there could hardly be 
any means even of taking to any kind of inference. To this 
Ratnakirtti replies that capacity (samarthyd) cannot be denied, 
for it is demonstrated even in making the denial. The observation 
of any concomitance in agreement in presence, or agreement in 
absence, does not require any permanent observer, for under 
certain conditions of agreement there is the knowledge of the 
concomitance of agreement in presence, and in other conditions 
there is the knowledge of the concomitance in absence. This 
knowledge of concomitance at the succeeding moment holds within 
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and this alone is what we find and not any permanent observer. 

The Buddhist definition of being or existence ( sattva ) is 
indeed capacity, and we arrived at this when it was observed that 
in all proved cases capacity was all that could be defined of 
being;—seed was but the capacity of producing shoots, and 
even if this capacity should require further capacity to produce 
effects, the fact which has been perceived still remains, viz. that 
the existence of seeds is nothing but the capacity of producing 
the shoots and thus there is no vicious infinite 1 . Though things are 
momentary, yet we could have concomitance between things only 
so long as their apparent forms are not different (atadrupa- 
paravrttayoreva sadkyasadkanayoh pratyaksena vydptigrahanat). 
The vyapti or concomitance of any two things (e.g. the fire and 
the smoke) is based on extreme similarity and not on identity. 

Another objection raised against the doctrine of momentariness 
is this, that a cause (e.g. seed) must wait for a number of other 
collocations of earth, water, etc., before it jtan produce the effect 
(e.g. the shoots) and hence the doctrine must fail. To this Ratna- 
kirtti replies that the seed does not exist before and produce the 
effect when joined by other collocations, but such is the special 
effectiveness of a particular seed-moment that it produces both 
the collocations or conditions as well as the effect, the shpot. 
How a special seed-moment became endowed with such special 
effectiveness is* to be sought in other causal moments whjch 


preceded it, and on which it was dependent. Ratnaklrtti wishes; to 
draw attention to the fact that as one perceptual moment reveals 
a number of objects, so one causal moment may produce a number 


of effects. Thus he says that the inference that whatever has 
being is momentary is valid and free from any fallacy. 

It is not important to enlarge upon the second part of 
Ratnaklrtti’s arguments in which he tries to show that the pro¬ 
duction of effects could not be explained if we did not suppose 

1 The distinction between vicious and harmless infinites was known to the Indians 
at least as early as the sixth or the seventh century. ''Jayanta quotes a passage which 
differentiates the two clearly {Nyayamahjari, p. 22) : 

“ mulaksatiharimdhuranavastham hi d&fanam . 
mulasiddhau tvarucy&pi ndnavasihd nivaryate” 

The infinite regress that has to be gone through in order to arrive at the root 
matter awaiting to be solved destroys the root and is hence vicious, whereas if the 
root is saved there is no harm in a regress though one may not be willing to have it. 
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to be momentary, for this is more an attempt to refute 
ioctrines of Nyaya than an elaboration of the Buddhist 


principles. 

The doctrine of momentariness ought to be a direct corollary 
of the Buddhist metaphysics. But it is curious that though all 
dharmas were regarded as changing, the fact that they were all 
strictly momentary ( ksanika —Le. existing only for one moment) 
was not emphasized in early Pali literature. ASvaghosa in his 
SraddhotpadaSastra speaks of all skandhas as ksanika (Suzuki’s 
translation, p. 105). Buddhaghosa also speaks of the meditation 
of the khandhas as khanika in his Visuddhimagga. But from the 
seventh century A.D. till the tenth century this doctrine together 
with the doctrine of arthakriyakaritva received great attention at 
the hands of the Sautrantikas and the Vaibhasikas. All the 
Nyaya and Vedanta literature of this period is full of refutations 
and criticisms of these doctrines. The only Buddhist account 
available of the doctrine of momentariness is from the pen of 
Ratnaklrtti. Some of the general features of his argument in 
favour of the view have been given above. Elaborate accounts of it 
may be found in any of the important Nyaya works of this period 
such as Nyayamcinjari, Tdtparyyatika of Vacaspati Mi£ra, etc. 

Buddhism did not at any time believe anything to be per¬ 
manent With the development of this doctrine they gave great 
emphasis to this point. Things came to view at one moment and 
the next moment they were destroyed. Whatever is existent is 
momentary. It is said that our notion of permanence is derived 
from the notion of permanence of ourselves, but Buddhism denied 


the existence of any such permanent selves. What appears as 
self is but the bundle of ideas, emotions, and active tendencies 
manifesting at any particular moment. The next moment these 
dissolve, and new bundles determined by the preceding ones 
appear and so on. The present thought is thus the only thinker. 
Apart from the emotions, ideas, and active tendencies, we cannot 
discover any separate self or soul. It is the combined product of 
these ideas, emotions, etc., that yield the illusory appearance of 
self at any moment. The consciousness of self is the resultant pro¬ 
duct as it were of the combination of ideas, emotions, etc., at any 
particular moment. As these ideas, emotions, etc., change every 
moment there is no such thing as a permanent self. 

The fact that I remember that I have been existing for 
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a long time past does not prove that a permanent self has been 
existing for such a long period. When I say this is that book, I 
perceive the book with my eye at the present moment, but that 
“this book** is the same as “that book” (i.e. the book arising in 
memory), cannot be perceived by the senses. It is evident 
that the “that book” of memory refers to a book seen in the 
past, whereas “this book ” refers to the book which is before 
my eyes. The feeling of identity which is adduced to prove per¬ 
manence is thus due to a confusion between an object of memory 
referring to a past and different object with the object as perceived 
at the present moment by the senses 1 . This is true not only of 
all recognition of identity and permanerfce of external objects but 
also of the perception of the identity of self, for the perception of 
self-identity results from the confusion of certain ideas or emotions 
arising in memory with similar ideas of the present moment. But 
since memory points to an object of past perception, and the per¬ 
ception to another object of the present moment, identity cannot 
be proved by a confusion of the two. Every moment all objects 
of the world are suffering dissolution and destruction, but yet 
things appear to persist, and destruction cannot often be noticed. 
Our hair and nails grow and are cut, but yet we think that we 
have the same hair and nail that we had before, in place of old 
hairs new ones similar to them have sprung forth, and they leave 
the impression as if the old ones were persisting. So it is that 
though things are destroyed every moment, others similar to 
these often rise into being and are destroyed the next moment 
and so on, and these similar things succeeding in a series produce 
the impression that it is one and the same thing which has been 
persisting through all the passing moments*. Just as the flame 
of a candle is changing every moment and yet it seems to us as 
if we have been perceiving the same flame all the while, so 
all our bodies, our ideas, emotions, etc., all external objects 
around us are being destroyed every moment, and new ones are 
being generated at every succeeding moment, but so long as the 
objects of the succeeding moments are similar to those of the 
preceding moments, it appears to us that things have remained 
the same and no destruction has taken place. 


1 See pratyabhijfianirasa of the Buddhists, Nydyamafijari , V.S. Series, pp. 449 * etc * 
« See Tarkarahasyadipikd of Girparatna, p. 30, and also Ny&yama&jari, V.S. 
edition, p. 450. 
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k he Doctrine of Momentariness and the Doctrine 
of Causal Efficiency (Arthakriyakaritva). 



It appears that a thing or a phenomenon may be defined from 
the Buddhist point of view as being the combination of diverse 
characteristics 1 . What we call a thing is but a conglomeration of 
diverse characteristics which are found to affect, determine or 
influence other conglomerations appearing as sentient or as 
inanimate bodies. So long as the characteristics forming the 
elements of any conglomeration remain perfectly the same, the 
conglomeration may be said to be the same. As soon as any of 
these characteristics is supplanted by any other new characteristic, 
the conglomeration is to be called a new one*. Existence or 
being of things means the work that any conglomeration does or 
the influence that it exerts on other conglomerations. This in 
Sanskrit is called arthakriyakaritva which literally translated 
means—the power of performing actions and purposes of some 
kind 8 . The criterion of existence or being is the performance of 
certain specific actions, or rather existence means that a certain 
effect has been produced in some way (causal efficiency). I hat 
which has produced such an effect is then called existent or sat . 
Any change in the effect thus produced means a corresponding 
change of existence. Now, that selfsame definite specific effect 


1 Compare Milindapanha, n. r. i—The Chariot Simile. 

8 Compare Tarkarahasyadipikd of Gunaratna, A. S.’s edition, pp. 24, *8 and 
Ny&yamarijari, V.S. edition, pp. 445, etc., and also the paper on K§anabhanga- 
siddhi by Ratnakirtti in Six Buddhist Nydya tracts. 

8 This meaning of the word “arthakriyakaritva” is different from the meaning ot 
the word as we found in the section “sautrantika theory of perception.” But we find 
the development of this meaning both in Ratnakirtti as well as in Nyaya writers who 
referred to this doctrine. With Vinitadeva (seventh century A.D.) the word “ arthakriyd * 
siddhi" meant the fulfilment of any need such as the cooking of rice by fire (< artha - 
Sabdena prayojanamucyaU purujasya prayojanam ddrupdkddi tasya siddhih nispatUk— 
the word artha means need; the need of man such as cooking by logs, etc.; siddhi of 
that, means accomplishment). With Dharmottara who flourished about a century and 
a half later arthasiddhi means action (anufthtti) with reference to undesirable and 
desirable objects {hcyopadey&rthavifayd). But with Ratnakirtti (950 A.D.) the word 
arthakriyakaritva has an entirely different sense. It means with him efficiency of 
producing any action or event, and as such it is regarded as the characteristic definition 
of existence (. sattva ). Thus he says in his K?anabhahgasiddki, pp. *o, 21, that though 
in different philosophies there are different definitions of existence or being, he will 
open his argument with the universally accepted definition of existence as arthakriyd • 
kdritva (efficiency of causing any action or event). Whenever Hindu writers after 
Ratnakirtti refer to the Buddhist doctrine of arthakriydkdritva they usually refer to this 
doctrine in Ratnaklrtti’s sense. 


II—-2 


WNlSTfty. 






Buddhist Philosophy 


s 5 !!_^ 3 vmch is produced now was never produced before, and cannot 
be repeated in the future, for that identical effect which is once 
produced cannot be produced again. So the effects produced in 
us by objects at different moments of time may be similar but 
cannot be identical. Each moment is associated with a new effect 
and each new effect thus produced means in each case the coming 
into being of a correspondingly new existence of things. If things 
were permanent there would be no reason why they should be 
performing different effects at different points of time. Any 
difference in the effect produced, whether due to the thing itself 
or its combination with other accessories, justifies us in asserting 
that the thing has changed and a new one has come in its place. 
The existence of a jug for example is known by the power it 
has of forcing itself upon our minds; if it had no such power 
then we could not have said that it existed. We can have no 
notion of the meaning of existence other than the impression 
J produced on us; this impression is nothing else but the power 
exerted by things on us, for there is no reason why one should 
hold that beyond such powers as are associated with the pro¬ 
duction of impressions or effects there should be some other 
permanent entity to which the power adhered, and which existed 
even when the power was not exerted. We perceive the power 
of producing effects and define each unit of such power as 
amounting to a unit of existence. And as there would be 
different units of power at different moments, there should also 
be as many new existences, i.e. existents must be regarded as 
momentary, existing at each moment that exerts a new power. 
This definition of existence naturally brings in the doctrine of 
momentariness shown by Ratnakirtti. 


Some Ontological Problems on which the 
Different Indian Systems Diverged. 


We cannot close our examination of Buddhist philosophy 
without briefly referring to its views on some ontological problems 
which were favourite subjects of discussion in almost all philo¬ 
sophical circles of India. These are in brief: (i) the relation of 
cause and effect, (2) the relation of the whole ( avayavi ) and the 
part ( avayava ), (3) the relation of generality (. s&mdnya ) to the 
specific individuals, (4) the relation of attributes or qualities and 
the substance and the problem of the relation of inherence, (5) the 
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Zon of power ( sakti) to the power-possessor (Jaktitnan). Thus 
oSfthe relation of cause and effect, Sankara held that cause alone 
was permanent, real, and all effects as such were but impermanent 
illusions due to ignorance, Samkhya held that there was no 
difference between cause and effect, except that the former was 
only the earlier stage which when transformed through certain 
changes became the effect. The history of any causal activity is 
the history of the transformation of the cause into the effects. 
Buddhism holds everything to be momentary, so neither cause nor 
effect can abide. One is called the effect because its momentary 
existence has been determined by the destruction of its momen¬ 
tary antecedent called the cause. There is no permanent reality 
which undergoes the change, but one change is determined by 
another and this determination is nothing more than “that 
happening, this happened.” On the relation of parts to whole, 
Buddhism does not believe in the existence of wholes. According 
to it, it is the parts which illusorily appear as the whole, the 
individual atoms rise into being and die the next moment and 
thus there is no such thing as “ whole 1 .” The Buddhists hold again 
that there are net universal, for it is the individuals alone which 
come and go. There are my five fingers as individuals but there 
is no such thing as fingerness (angulitvd) as the abstract universal 
of the fingers. On the relation of attributes and substance we 
know that the Sautrantika Buddhists did not believe in the exist¬ 


ence of any substance apart from its attributes; what we call a 
substance is but a unit capable of producing a unit of sensation. 
In the external world there are as many individual simple units 
(atoms) as there are points of sensations. Corresponding to each 
unit of sensation there is a separate simple unit in the objective 
world. Our perception of a thing is thus the perception of the 
assemblage of these sensations. In the objective world also there 
are no substances but atoms or reals, each representing a unit of 
sensation, force or attribute, rising into being and dying the next 
moment. Buddhism thus denies the existence of any such rela¬ 
tion as that of inherence ( samavdya ) in which relation the attri¬ 
butes are said to exist in the substance, for since there are no 
separate substances there is no necessity for admitting the relation 
of inherence. Following the same logic Buddhism also does not 


1 Sec Avayavinirdkarana , Six Buddhist Nydya tracts , Bibliotheca htdica , Calcutta, 
1910. 
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Brief survey of the evolution of Buddhist Thought. 

In the earliest period of Buddhism more attention was paid 
to the four noble truths than to systematic metaphysics. What 
was sorrow, what was the cause of sorrow, what was the cessation 
of sorrow and what could lead to it ? The doctrine of paticcasa- 
muppada was offered only to explain how sorrow came in and 
not with a view to the solving of a metaphysical problem. The 
discussion of ultimate metaphysical problems, such as whether 
the world was eternal or non-eternal, or whether a. Tathagata 
existed after death or not, were considered as heresies in early 
Buddhism. Great emphasis was laid on sila, samadhi and paflfta 
and the doctrine that there was no soul. The Abhidhammas 
hardly give us any new philosophy which was not contained in 
the Suttas. They only elaborated the materials of the suttas with 
enumerations and definitions. With the evolution of Mahayana 
scriptures from some time about 200 B.C. the doctrine of the non- 
essentialness and voidness of all dhammas began to be preached. 
This doctrine, which was taken up and elaborated by Nagarjuna, 
Aryyadeva, Kumarajiva and Candrakirtti, is more or less a co¬ 
rollary from the older doctrine of Buddhism. If one could not 
say whether the world was eternal or non-eternal, or whether a 
Tathagata existed or did not exist after death, and if there was 
no permanent soul and all the dhammas were changing, the only 
legitimate way of thinking about all things appeared to be to 
think of them as mere void and non-essential appearances. These 
appearances appear as being mutually related but apart from 
their appearance they have no other essence, no being or reality. 
The Tathata doctrine which was preached by ASvaghosa oscillated 
between the position of this absolute non-essentialness of all 
dhammas and the Brahminic idea that something existed as the 
background of all these non-essential dhammas. This he called 
tathata, but he could not consistently say that any such per¬ 
manent entity could exist. The Vijflanavada doctrine which also 
took its rise at this time appears to me to be a mixture of the 
Sunyavada doctrine and the Tathata doctrine; but when carefully 
examined it seems to be nothing but Sunyavada, with an attempt 
at explaining all the observed phenomena. If everything was 
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Son-essential how did it originate? Vijfianavada proposes togivean 
answer,and says that these phenomena are all but ideas of the mind 
generated by the beginningless vasana (desire) of the mind. The 
difficulty which is felt with regard to the Tathata doctrine that 
there must be some reality which is generating all these ideas 
appearing as phenomena, is the same as that in the Vijfianavada 
doctrine. The Vijftanavadins could not admit the existence of such 
a reality, but yet their doctrines led them to it. They could not 
properly solve the difficulty, and admitted that their doctrine was 
some sort of a compromise with the Brahminical doctrines of 
heresy, but they said that this was a compromise to make the 
doctrine intelligible to the heretics; in truth however the reality 
assumed in the doctrine was also non-essential. The Vijfianavada 
literature that is available to us is very scanty and from that we 
are not in a position to judge what answers Vijfianavada could give 
on the point. These three doctrines developed almost about the 
same time and the difficulty of conceiving Sunya (void), tathata, 
(thatness) and the alayavijflana of VijftSnavSda is more or less 
the same. 

The Tathata doctrine of ASvaghosa practically ceased with 
him. But the £unyavada and the Vijfianavada doctrines which 
originated probably about 200 B.C. continued to develop probably 
till the eighth century A.D. Vigorous disputes with Sunyavada 
doctrines are rarely made in any independent work of Hindu 
philosophy, after Kumarila and Sankara. From the third or 
the fourth century A.D. some Buddhists took to the study of 
systematic logic and began to criticize the doctrine of the Hindu 
logicians. Dihnaga the Buddhist logician (500 A.D.) probably 
started these hostile criticisms by trying to refute the doctrines 


of the great Hindu logician Vatsyayana, in his Pramana- 
samuccaya. In association with this logical activity we find the 
activity of two other schools of Buddhism, viz. the Sarvastivadins 
(known also as Vaibhasikas) and the Sautrantikas. Both the 
Vaibhasikas and the Sautrantikas accepted the existence of the 
external world, and they were generally in conflict with the 
Hindu schools of thought Nyaya-VaiSesika and Samkhya which 
also admitted the existence of the external world. Vasubandhu 
(420-500 A.D.) was one of the most illustrious names of this school. 
We have from this time forth a number of great Buddhist 
thinkers such as Ya^omitra (commentator of Vasubandhu’s work), 
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imakirtti (writer of Nyayabindu 635 A.D.), Vinitadeva and 
■Sntabhadra (commentators of Nyayabindu), Dharmmottara 
(commentator of Nyayabindu 847 A.D.), Ratnakirtti (950 A.D.), 
Pandita A 3 oka, and Ratnakara Santi, some of whose contributious 
have been published in the Six Buddhist Nyaya Tracts, published 
in Calcutta in the Bibliotheca Indica series. These Buddhist 
writers were mainly interested in discussions regarding the nature 
of perception, inference, the doctrine of momentariness, and 
the doctrine of causal efficiency ( arthakriyakaritva ) as demon¬ 
strating the nature of existence. On the negative side they were 
interested in denying the ontological theories of Nyaya and 
Samkhya with regard to the nature of class-concepts, negation, 
relation of whole and part, connotation of terms, etc These 
problems hardly attracted any notice in the non-Sautrantika and 
non-Vaibh§sika schools of Buddhism of earlier times. They of 
course agreed with the earlier Buddhists in denying the existence 
of a permanent soul, but this they did with the help of their 
doctrine of causal efficiency. The points of disagreement between 
Hindu thought up to Sankara (800 A.D.) and Buddhist thought 
till the time of Sankara consisted mainly in the denial by the 
Buddhists of a permanent soul and the permanent external world. 
For Hindu thought was more or less realistic, and even the 
Vedanta of Sankara admitted the existence of the permanent 
external world in some sense. With Sankara the forms of the 
external world were no doubt illusory, but they all had a per¬ 
manent background in the Brahman, which was the only reality 
behind all mental and the physical phenomena. The Sautrantikas 
admitted the existence of the external world and so their quarrel 
with Nyaya and Samkhya was with regard to their doctrine 
of momfentariness; their denial of soul and their views on the 
different ontological problems were in accordance with their 
doctrine of momentariness. After the twelfth century we do not 
hear much of any new disputes with the Buddhists. From this 
time the disputes were mainly between the different systems of 
Hindu philosophers, viz. Nyaya, the Vedanta of the school of 
Sankara and the Theistic Vedanta of Ramanuja, Madhva, etc. 
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CHAPTER VI 

i JAINA PHILOSOPHY 

ie Origin of Jainism. 

Notwithstanding the radical differences in their philosophical 
notions Jainism and Buddhism, which were originally both orders 
of monks outside the pale of Brahmanism, present some re¬ 
semblance in outward appearance, and some European scholars 
who became acquainted with Jainism through inadequate samples 
of Jaina literature easily persuaded themselves that it was an off¬ 
shoot of Buddhism, and even Indians unacquainted with Jaina 
literature are often found to commit the same mistake. But it 
has now been proved beyond doubt that this idea is wrong 
and Jainism is at least as old as Buddhism, The oldest Buddhist 
works frequently mention the Jains as a rival sect, under their 
old name Nigantha and their leader Nataputta Varddhamana 
Mahavlra, the last prophet of the Jains. The canonical books of 
the Jains mention as contemporaries of Mahavlra the same kings 
as reigned during Buddha’s career. 

Thus Mahavlra was a contemporary of Buddha, but unlike 
Buddha he was neither the author of the religion nor the founder 
of the sect, but a monk who having espoused the Jaina creed 
afterwards became the seer and the last prophet (Tlrthahkara) of 
Jainism 1 . His predecessor Par6va, the last Tlrthahkara but one, 
is said to have died 250 years before Mahavlra, while ParSvas 
predecessor Aristanemi is said to have died 84*000 years before 
Mahavlra’s Nirvana. The story in Uttaradhyayanasutra that a 
disciple of Par£va met a disciple of Mahavira and brought about 
the union of the old Jainism and that propounded by Mahavlra 
seems to suggest that this Par&va was probably a historical person. 

According to the belief of the orthodox Jains, the Jaina religion 
is eternal, and it has been revealed again and again in every one 
of'the endless succeeding periods of the world by innumerable 
Tirthankaras. In the present period the first Tlrthahkara was 
Rsabha and the last, the 24th, was Vardhamfina Mahavlra. All 

1 See Jacobis article on Jainism, £. JR. E. 
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.Trthankaras have reached moksa at their death, and they 
neither care for nor have any influence on worldly affairs, but yet 
they are regarded as “Gods ” by the Jains and are worshipped 


Two Sects of Jainism’. 

There are two main sects of Jains, Svetambaras (wearers of 
white cloths) and Digambaras (the naked). They are generally 
agreed on all the fundamental principles of Jainism. The tenets 
peculiar to the Digambaras are firstly that perfect saints such as 
the Tirthankaras live without food, secondly that the embryo of 
MahSvira was not removed from the womb of Devananda to that 
of Trivals as the SvetSmbaras contend, thirdly that a monk 
who owns any property and wears clothes cannot reach Moksa, 
fourthly that no woman can reach Moksa*. The Digambaras 
deny the canonical works of the Svetambaras and assert that 
these had been lost immediately after Mahavlra. The origin of 
the Digambaras is attributed to Sivabhuti (A.D. 83) by the 
SvetSmbaras as due to a schism in the old Svetambara church, 
of which there had already been previous to that seven other 
schisms. The Digambaras in their turn deny this, and say that 
they themselves alone have preserved the original practices, and 
that under Bhadrabahu, the eighth sage after Mahavlra, the last 
Tirthankara, there rose the sect of Ardhaphalakas with laxer 
principles, from which developed the present sect of Svetambaras 
(A.D. 80). The Digambaras having separated in early times 
from the Svetambaras developed peculiar religious ceremonies of 
their own, and have a different ecclesiastical and literary history, 
though there is practically no difference about the mam creed. 
It may not be out of place here to mention that the Sanskrit 
works of the Digambaras go back to a greater antiquity than 
those of the Svetambaras, if we except the canonical books of 
the latter. It may be noted in this connection that there developed 
in later times about 84 different schools of Jainism differing from 
one another only in minute details of conduct. These were called 
gacclias , and the most important of these is the Kharatara Gaccha, 
which had split into many minor gacchas. Both sects of Jains have 

1 See “ Digumbara Jain Iconography (1. A, xxxii [1903] p. 459 ” of J; B “ r g“ s > and 
Blihler’s “Specimens of Jina sculptures from Mathura,” in Epigraphs a Indica , II. 
pp. 311 etc. Sec also Jacobi’s article on Jainism, E. R. E. 

3 See Jacobi’s article on Jainism, E . R- E. 

a See Guparatna’s commentary on Jainism in Saddarfanasamuccaya. 
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preserved a list of the succession of their teachers from MahavTra 
(sthavirdvali, pattavali, gurvavail) and also many legends about 
them such as those in the Kalpasiitra, the Parisista-parvan of 
Hemacandra, etc. 

The Canonical and other Literature of the Jains. 

According to the Jains there were originally two kinds of 
sacred books, the fourteen Purvas and the eleven Angas. The 
Purvas continued to be transmitted for some time but were 
gradually lost. The works known as the eleven Angas are now 
the oldest parts of the existing Jain canon. The names of these 
are Acdra, Siitrakrta , Stkana, Samavaya Bhagavati, Jnatadhar- 
makathdSy Updsakadasds , Antakrtadasas Anuttaraupapdttkadasds y 
Prasnazydkarana } Vipaka . In addition to these there are the twelve 
Up angas\ the ten Prakirnas*> six C/iedasutras 2 , Nandi and Anu - 
yogadvara and four Mulasutras ( Uttaradhyayana , Avafyaka, 
Dasavaikalika , and Pindaniryukti ). The Digambaras however 
assert that these original works have all been lost, and that the 
present works which pass by the old names are spurious. The 
original language of these according to the Jains was Ardhama- 
gadhl, but these suffered attempts at modernization and it is best 
to call the language of the sacred texts Jaina Prakrit and that 
of the later works Jaina Maharastri. A large literature of glosses 
and commentaries has grown up round the sacred texts. And 
besides these, the Jains possess separate works, which contain 
systematic expositions of their faith in Prakrit and Sanskrit. 
Many commentaries have also been written upon these indepen¬ 
dent treatises. One of the oldest of these treatises is U masv&ti s 
Tattvarthadhigamasutra (1-85 A.D.). Some of the most important 
later Jaina works on which this chapter is based are Vtiesava- 
syakabhasya, Jaina Tarkavarttika, with the commentary of 
&antyacaryya, Dravyasamgraha of Nemicandra (1 15 ° A.D.), 
Syddvddamanjari of Mallisena (1292 A.D.), Nyaydvatdra of 
Siddhasena Divakara (533 A.D.), Pariksamukhasutralaghuvrtti of 
Anantaviryya (1039 A.D.), Prameyakamalamartanda of PrabhS- 

1 Aupapatika, Rajaprainiya, Jtvabhigama, PrajH&panii, Jambudvipaprajnapti , 
Candraprajnapti, Suryaprajnapti^ Ntraydvali, KalpavaiamsikiyPufpikfc, Pufpacultk&i 
VrsnidaJds. 

* Catuhiarana ,, Samstdra, Aturapratydkhy&na, BhaktdparijM , Tandulavaiy&ll\ 
Cand&vija , Devendrastava , Ganivija, Mah&praty&khy&na, Vtrastava . 

9 NUxtka , MahdniHtha , Vyavahdra , Daia£rutaska 7 i 4 ha , Brhatkalpa, PafUakalpa, 
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J^ndra (825 A.D.), Yogaidstra of Hemacandra(io88-i 172 A.D.),and 
Pramananayatattvalokalamkara of Deva Suri (1086-1169 A.D.). 
I am indebted for these dates to Vidyabhusana’s Indian Logic . 

It may here be mentioned that the Jains also possess a secular 
literature of their own in poetry and prose, both Sanskrit and 
Prakrit There are also many moral tales (e.g. Samardicca-kaha , 
Up am itabhavaprapafica- kathd in Prakrit, and the Yasastilaka of 
Somadevaand Dhanapala’s Tilakamanjari) \ Jaina Sanskrit poems 
both in the Purana and Kavya style and hymns in Prakrit and 
Sanskrit are also very numerous. There are also many Jaina 
dramas. The Jaina authors have also contributed many works, 
original treatises as well as commentaries, to the scientific litera¬ 
ture of India in its various branches: grammar, biography,metrics, 
poetics, philosophy, etc. The contributions of the Jains to logic 
deserve special notice 1 . 


Some General Characteristics of the Jains. 

The Jains exist only in India and their number is a little less 
than a million and a half. The Digambaras are found chiefly in 
Southern India but also in the North, in the North-western pro¬ 
vinces, Eastern Rajputana and the Punjab. The head-quarters of 
the &vetambaras are in Gujarat and Western Rajputana, but they 
are to be found also all over Northern and Central India. 

The outfit of a monk, as Jacobi describes it, is restricted to 
bare necessaries, and these he must beg—clothes,a blanket,an alms- 
bowl, a stick, a broom to sweep the ground, a piece of cloth to cover 
his mouth when speaking lest insects should enter it*. The outfit of 
nuns is the same except that they have additional clothes. The 
Digambaras have a similar outfit, but keep no clothes, use brooms 
of peacock’s feathers or hairs of the tail of a cow ( cdtnard) 1 . The 
monks shave the head or remove the hair by plucking it out The 
latter method of getting rid of the hair is to be preferred, and is 
regarded sometimes as an essential rite. The duties of monks 
are very hard. They should sleep only three hours and spend 
the rest of the time in repenting of and expiating sins, meditating, 
studying, begging alms (in the afternoon), and careful inspection of 
their clothes and other things for the removal of insects. The lay¬ 
men should try to approach the ideal of conduct of the monks 

1 See Jacobi’s article on Jainism, E. K. E . * See Jacobi, lot. til. 

3 See Saddarianasamuccaya , chapter IV. 
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Mahavlra 


:ing upon themselves particular vows, and the monks ar 
Required to deliver sermons and explain the sacred texts in 
the upaSrayas (separate buildings for monks like the Buddhist 
viharas). The principle of extreme carefulness not to destroy any 
living being has been in monastic life carried out to its very 
last consequences, and has shaped the conduct of the laity in a 
great measure No layman will intentionally kill any living being, 
not even an insect, however troublesome. He will remove it care¬ 
fully without hurting it. The principle of not hurting any living 
being thus bars them from many professions such as agriculture, 
etc., and has thrust them into commerce 1 . 



Life of Mahavlra. 

Mahavlra, the last prophet of the Jains, was a Ksattriya of 
the Jftata clan and a native of Vaiiali (modern Besarh, 27 miles 
north of Patna). He was the second son of Siddhartha and TriSala. 
The Svetambaras maintain that the embryo of the Tirthaitkara 
which first entered the womb of the Brahmin lady DevanandS 
was then transferred to the womb of TriSalS. This story the 
Digambaras do not believe as we have already seen. His parents 
were the worshippers of ParSva and gave him the name Varddha- 
mana (Vira or Mahavlra). He married Yaioda and had a daughter 
by her. In his thirtieth year his parents died and with the per* 
mission of his brother Nandivardhana he became a monk. After 
twelve years of self-mortification and meditation he attained 
omniscience ( kevala, cf. bodhi of the Buddhists). He lived to 
preach for forty-two years more, and attained moksa (emanci¬ 
pation) some years before Buddha in about 480 B.C. S . 

The Fundamental Ideas of Jaina Ontology. 

A thing (such as clay) is seen to assume various shapes and 
to undergo diverse changes (such as the form of a jug, or 
pan, etc.), and we have seen that the Chandogya Upanisad held 
that since in all changes the clay-matter remained permanent, 
that alone was true, whereas the changes of form and state 
were but appearances, the nature of which cannot be rationally 

1 See Jacobi’s article on Jainism, E. E.E. 

a See Hoemle’s translation of Uvasagadasfo, Jacobi, loc. at ., and Hoernle s article 
on the Ajivakas, E. E. E. The Svetambaras, however, say that this date was 517 B.C., 
and the Digambaras place it eighteen years later. 
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bnstrated or explained. The unchangeable substance (e.g. 
the clay-matter) alone is true, and the changing forms are mere 
illusions of the senses, mere objects of name (itdma-rupd) x . What 
we call tangibility, visibility, or other sense-qualities, have no real 
existence, for they are always changing, and are like mere phan¬ 
toms of which no conception can be made by the light of reason. 

The Buddhists hold that changing qualities can alone be per¬ 
ceived and that there is no unchanging substance behind them. 
What we perceive as clay is but some specific quality, what we 
perceive as jug is also some quality. Apart from these qualities 
we do not perceive any qualitiless substance, which the TJpan- 
isads regard as permanent and unchangeable. The permanent 
and unchangeable substance is thus a mere fictio n of i gnorance, 
as there are only the passing collocations of qualities. Qualities 
do not imply that there are substances to which they adhere, 
for the so-called pure substance does not exist, as it can neither 
be perceived by the senses nor inferred. There are only the 
momentary passing qualities. We should regard each change of 
quality as a new existence. 

The Jains we know were the contemporaries of Buddha and 
possibly of some of the Upanisads too, and they had also a solu-t 
tion to offer. They held that it was not true that substance* 
alone was true and qualities were mere false and illusory ap¬ 
pearances. Further it was not true as the Buddhists said that 
there was no permanent substance but merely the change of 
passing qualities, for both these represent two extreme views 
and are contrary to experience. Both of them, however, contain 
some elements of truth but not the whole truth as given in 
experience. Experience shows that in all changes there are 
three elements: (i) that some collocations of qualities appear 
to remain unchanged; (2) that some new qualities are generated; 
(3) that some old qualities are destroyed. It is true that qualities 
of things are changing every minute, but all qualities are not 
changing. Thus when a jug is made, it means that the clay-lump 
has been destroyed, a jug has been generated and the clay is 
permanent, i.e. all production means that some old qualities have 
been lost, some new ones brought in, and there is some part in 
it which is permanent The clay has become lost in some form, 
has generated itself in another, and remained permanent in still 
1 See Chandogya, vi. 1. 
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fr form. It is by virtue of these unchanged qualities thal 
is said to be permanent though undergoing change. Thus 
when a lump of gold is turned into a rod or a ring, all the specific 
qualities which come under the connotation of the word “gold” 
are seen to continue, though the forms are successively changed, 
and with each such change some of its qualities are lost and some 
new ones are acquired. Such being the case, the truth comes to 
this, that there is always a permanent entity as represented by the 
permanence of such qualities as lead us to call it a substance in 
spite of all its diverse changes. The nature of being (sat) then is 
neither the absolutely unchangeable, nor the momentary changing 
qualities or existences, but involves them both. Being then, as is 
testified by experience, is that which involves a permanent unit, 
which is incessantly every moment losing some qualities and 
gaining new ones. The notion of being involves a permanent 
(dhruva) accession of some new qualities (utpadd) and loss of 
some old qualities (vyayd) 1 . The solution of Jainism is thus a re¬ 
conciliation of the two extremes of Ved&ntism and Buddhism on 
grounds of common-sense experience. 


The Doctrine of Relative Pluralism (aneklntavada). 

This conception of being as the union of the permanent and 
change brings us naturally to the doctrine of Anekantavada or 
what we may call relative pluralism as against the extreme abso¬ 
lutism of the Upanisads and the pluralism of the Buddhists. 

* /The Jains regarded all things as anekanta (na-ekania), or in 
jother words they held that nothing could be affirmed absolutely, 
tas all affirmations were true only under certain conditions and 
limitations. Thus speaking of a gold jug, we see that its exist¬ 
ence as a substance (dravya) is of the nature of a collocation 1 ; 
of atoms and not as any other substance such as space (dkdsa\ 
i.e. a gold jug is a dravya only in one sense of the term and 
not in every sense; so it is a dravya in the sense that it is a 
collocation of atoms and not a dravya in the sense of space or 
time (i kala ). It is thus both a dravya and not a dravya at one 
and the same time. Again it is atomic in the sense that it is a 
composite of earth-atoms and not atomic in the sense that it is 

1 Sec Tattv^rihddhigamasiitra, and Gu^aratna’s treatment of Jainism in $a 4 dar- 
ianasamuccaya . 
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composite of water-atoms. Again it is a composite of earth- 
atoms only in the sense that gold is a metallic modification of 
earth, and not any other modification of earth as clay or stone. 

Its being constituted of metal-atoms is again true in the sense 
that it is made up of gold-atoms and not of iron-atoms. It 
is made up again of gold-atoms in the sense of melted and un¬ 
sullied gold and not as gold in the natural condition. It is again 
made up of such unsullied and melted gold as has been hammered 
and shaped by the goldsmith Devadatta and not by Yajfiadatta. 

Its being made up of atoms conditioned as above is again only 
true in the sense that the collocation has been shaped as a jug 
and not as a pot and so on. Thus proceeding in a similar manner 
the Jains say that all affirmations are true of a thing only in a 
certain Ttmfted*sense. All things (vastu) thus possess an infinite 
number of qualities ^ariantadJiarmdtrnakam vastu), each of which 
can only be affirmed in a particular sense. Such an ordinary thing 
as a jug will be found to be the object of an infinite number of 
affirmations and the possessor of an infinite number 6f qualities 
from infinite points of view, which are all true in certain restricted 
senses and not absolutely 1 . Thus in the positive relation riches 
cannot be affirmed of poverty but in the negative relation such 
an affirmation is possible as when we say “the poor man has no 
riches.” The poor man possesses riches not in a positive but in 
a negative way. Thus in some relation or other anything may be 
affirmed of any other thing, and again in other relations the very 
same thing cannot be affirmed of it. The different standpoints 
from which things (though possessed of infinite determinations) 
can be spoken of as possessing this or that quality or as ap- 
pearing in relation to this or that, are technically calledtfgm 2 - # ' 

The Doctrine of Nayas. 

In framing judgments about things there are two ways open 
to us, firstly we may notice the manifold qualities and character¬ 
istics of anything but view them as unified in the thing; thus when 
we say “this is a book” we do not look at its characteristic 
qualities as being different from it, but rather the qualities or 
characteristics are perceived as having no separate existence from 

1 See Gunaratna on Jainaniata in SaddarSanasamuccaya , pp. ?u» etc., and also 
Taitv&rthildhigamasfitra . 

2 See Tatlvdrfh&dhigamasuira, and Viiesdvatyaka bhasya, pp. 895-933. 



Standpoints of Judgment 



the thing. Secondly we may notice the qualities separately and 
regard the thing as a mere non-existent fiction (cf. the Buddhist 
view); thus I may speak of the different qualities of the book 
separately and hold that the qualities of things are alone percep¬ 
tible and the book apart from these cannot be found. These two 
- poin ts of view are respectively called dravyanaya and paryayanaya\ 
The dravyanaya again shows itself in three forms, and paryaya¬ 
naya in four forms, of which the first form only is important for 
our purposes, the other three being important rather from the 
point of view of grammar and language had better be omitted 
here. The three nayas under dravyanaya are called naigama-naya, 
samgraha-naya and vyavahara-naya. 

When we speak of a thing from a purely common sense point 
of view, we do not make our ideas clear or precise. Thus I may 
hold a book in my hand and when asked whether my hands are 
empty, I may say, no, I have something in my hand, or I may say, 
I have a book in my hand. It is evident that in the first answer 
I looked at the book from the widest and most general point of 
view as a ‘‘thing/' whereas in the second I looked at it in its 
special existence as a book. Again I may be reading a page of 
a book, and I may say I am reading a book, but in reality I was 
reading only one of the pages of the book. I may be scribbling 
on loose sheets, and may say this is my book on Jaina philosophy, 
whereas in reality there were no books but merely some loose 
^ sheets. This looking at things from the loose common sense view, 
in which we do not consider them from the point of view of their 
most general characteristic as “being” or as any of their special 
characteristics, but simply as they appear at first sight, is techni¬ 
cally called the naigama standpoint. This empirical view probably 
proceeds on the assumption that a thing possesses the most 
general as well as the most special qualities, and hence we may 
lay stress on any one of these at any time and ignore the other 
ones. This is the point of view from which according to the 
Jains the Nyaya and Vai£esika schools interpret experience. 

Samgraha-naya is the looking at things merely from the 
most general point of view. Thus we may speak of all individual 
things from their most general and fundamental aspect as “being.” 
This according to the Jains is the Vedanta way of looking at 
things. 




D. 


1 SyOdvOdamaHjarf, pp. 171-173. 
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- The vyavahSra-naya standpoint holds that the real essence 
of things is to be regarded from the point of view of actual prac¬ 
tical experience of the thing, which unifies within it some general 
as well as some special traits, which has been existing from past 
times and remain in the future, but yet suffer trifling changes 
all the while, changes which are serviceable, to us in a thousand 
ways. Thus a “book” has no doubt some general traits, share 
by all books, but it has some special traits as well. Its atoms are 
continually suffering some displacement and rearrangement, u 
vet it has been existing as a book for some time past and will 
exist for some time in the future as well. All these characteristics, 
go to make up the essence of the “book” of our everyday ex¬ 
perience, and none of these can be separated and held up as being 
the concept of a “book.” This according to the Jains is the 

Samkhya way of looking at things. 

The first view of parySya-naya called rjusutra is the Buddhist 
view which does not believe in the existence of the thing in the 
past or in the future, but holds that a thing is a mere conglomera¬ 
tion of characteristics which may be said to produce effects at 
any given moment. At each new moment there are new colloca¬ 
tions of new qualities and it is these which may be regarded as 

the true essence of our notion of things . ^ t ■ 

f The nayas as we have already said are but points of view, or 
\ aspects of looking at things, and as such are infinite in number. 
The above four represent only a broad classification of these, i he 
Tains hold that the Nyaya-VaiSesika, the Vedanta, the Samkhya, 
and the Buddhist, have each tried to interpret and systematize 
experience from one of the above four points of view, and each re¬ 
gards the interpretation from his point of view as being absolutely 
true to the exclusion of all other points of view. This is their error 
(naydbhdsa\iox each standpoint represents only one of the many 
points of view from which a thing can be looked at. The affirma¬ 
tions from any point of view are thus true in a limited sense and 
under limited conditions. Infinite numbers of affirmations may 
be made of things from infinite points of view. Affirmations or 
judgments according to any naya or standpoint cannot therefore 
be absolute, for even contrary affirmations of the very sc sa 

i The other standpoints of paryaya-naya, which represent grammatical and lin- 
guistiepoints of view! are WSU ^ «**»»«**»*■ S “ 

Vitesfruatyaka bhOfya, pp. 895-933. 






things may be held to be true from other points of view, The 


* truth of each affirmation is thus only conditional, and incon¬ 
ceivable from the absolute point of view. To guarantee correctness 
therefore each affirmation should be preceded by the phrase syat 
(may be). This will indicate that the affirmation is only relative, 
made somehow, from some point of view and under some reser¬ 
vations and not in any sense absolute. There is no judgment 
which is absolutely true, and no judgment which is absolutely 
false. All judgments are true in some sense and false in another. 
This brings us to the famous Jaina doctrine of Syadvada 1 . 

The Doctrine of Syadvada. 

The doctrine of Syadvada holds that since the most contrary 
characteristics of infinite variety may be associated with a thing, 
affirmation made from whatever standpoint ( nayci ) cannot be re¬ 
garded as absolute. All affirmations are true (in some syadasti or 
“ may be it is” sense); all affirmations are false in some sense; 
all affirmations are indefinite or inconceivable in some sense 
(syddavaktavya) ; all affirmations are true as well as false in some 
sense ( syadasti sydnnasti) ; all affirmations are true as well as in¬ 
definite (syadasti cavaktavyasca) ; all affirmations are false as well 
as indefinite; all affirmations are true and false and indefinite in 
some sense (syadasti sydnnasti syadavaktavyaSca). Thus we may 
say “the jug is” or the jug has being, but it is more correct to 
say explicitly that “may be (syat) that the jug is,” otherwise if 
“being” here is taken absolutely of any and every kind of being, 
it might also mean that there is a lump of clay or a pillar, or a 
cloth or any other thing. The existence here is limited and defined 
by the form of the jug. “The jug is” does not mean absolute 
existence but a limited kind of existence as determined by the 
form of the jug, “The jug is” thus means that a limited kind of 
existence, namely the jug-existence is affirmed and not existence 
in general in the absolute or unlimited sense, for then the sentence 
“the jug is” might as well mean “the clay is,” “the tree is,’ “the 
cloth is,” etc. Again the existence of the jug is determined by the 
negation of all other things in the world; each quality or charac¬ 
teristic (such as red colour) of the jug is apprehended and defined 
by the negation of all the infinite varieties (such as black, blue, 
golden), etc., of its class, and it is by the combined negation of all 

1 See ViUs&vaiyaka bkfyya, pp. 895, etc., and Syidvadamanjar^ pp. 170, etc. 
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number of characteristics or qualities other than those 
constituting the jug that a jug may be apprehended or defined. 
What we call the being of the jug is thus the non-being of all the 
rest except itself. Thus though looked at from one point of view 
the judgment “the jug is” may mean affirmation of being, looked 
at from another point of view it means an affirmation of non-being 
(of all other objects). Thus of the judgment “the jug is” one may 
say, may be it is an affirmation of being ( syadasti ), may be it is a 
negation of being (syannasti ); or I may proceed in quite another 
way and say that “the jug is” means “this jug is here,” which 
naturally indicates that “this jug is not there” and thus the judg¬ 
ment “the jug is” (i.e. is here) also means that “the jug is not 
there,” and so we see that the affirmation of the being of the jug 
is true only of this place and false of another, and this justifies us 
in saying that “may be that in some sense the jug is,” and “may 
be in some sense that the jug is not.” Combining these two 
aspects we may say that in some sense “may be that .the jug is,” 
and in some sense “may be that the jug is not.” We understood 
here that if we put emphasis on the side of the characteristics 
constituting being, we may say “the jug is,” but if we put emphasis 
on the other side, we may as well say “the jug is not.” Both the 
affirmations hold good of the jug according as the emphasis is 
put on either side. But if without emphasis on either side we try 
to comprehend the two opposite and contradictory judgments 
regarding the jug, we see that the nature of the jug or of the ex¬ 
istence of the jug is indefinite, unspeakable and inconceivable— 
avaktavya , for how can we affirm both being and non-being of 
the same thing, and yet such is the nature of things that we cannot 
but do it. Thus all affirmations are true, are not true, are both 
true and untrue, and are thus unspeakable, inconceivable, and 
indefinite. Combining these four again we derive another three, 
(i) that in some sense it may be that the jug is, and (2) is yet 
unspeakable, or (3) that the jug is not and is unspeakable, or 
finally that the jug is, is not, and is unspeakable. Thus the Jains 
hold that no affirmation, or judgment, is absolute in its nature, each 
is true in its own limited sense only, and for each one of them any 
* of the above seven alternatives (technically called saptabhahgx) 
holds good 1 . The Jains say that other Indian systems each from 
its own point of view asserts itself to be the absolute and the only 

1 See Syadv&damanjari, with Hemacandra’s commentary, pp. 166, etc. 
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point of view. They do not perceive that the nature of reality 
is such that the truth of any assertion is merely conditional, 
and holds good only in certain conditions, circumstances, or 
senses ( upddhi ). It is thus impossible to make any affirmation 
which is universally and absolutely valid. For a contrary or 
contradictory affirmation will always be found to hold good of 
any judgment in some sense or other. As all reality is partly 
permanent and partly exposed to change of the form of losing 
and gaining old and new qualities, and is thus relatively perma- 
^ nent and changeful, so all our affirmations regarding truth are also 
only relatively valid and invalid. Being, non-being and indefinite, 
the three categories of logic, are all equally available in some sense 
or other in all their permutations for any and every kind of 
judgment. There is no universal and absolute position or negation, 
j and all judgments are valid only conditionally. The relation of 
the naya doctrine with the syadvada doctrine is therefore this, that 
1 for any judgment according to any and every naya there are as 
\many alternatives as are indicated by syadvada. The validity of 
such a judgment is therefore only conditional. If this is borne 
in mind when making any judgment according to any naya, 
the naya is rightly used. If, however, the judgments are made ab¬ 
solutely according to any particular naya without any reference to 
other nayas as required by the syadvada doctrine the nayas are 
wrongly used as in the case of other systems, and then such 
* judgments are false and should therefore be called false nayas 
(nayabhdsa) 1 . 


Knowledge, its value for us. 

The Buddhist Dharmottara in his commentary on Nyayabmdu 
says that people who are anxious to fulfil some purpose or end in 
which they are interested, value the knowledge which helps them 
to attain that purpose. It is because knowledge is thus found 
to be useful and sought by men that philosophy takes upon it the 
task of examining the nature of true knowledge (samyagjnana or 
pramand). The main test of true knowledge is that it helps us 
to attain our purpose. The Jains also are in general agreement 
with the above view of knowledge of the Buddhists*. They also 

1 The earliest mention of the doctrine of syadvada and saptabhangi probably occurs 
in Bhadrabahu’s (433-357 B.C.) commentary Suirakrtanganiryukti. 

3 See Pram ana-naya-tattv& lokd/amkd ra (Benares), p. 16; also Parikfd-mukha- 
sutra-vrtti (Asiatic Society), ch. t. 
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'Ky that knowledge is not to be valued for its own sake. The 
validity ( pramanya ) of anything consists in this, that it directly 
helps us to get what is good for us and to avoid what is bad 
for us. Knowledge alone has this capacity, for by it we can 
adapt ourselves to our environments and try to acquire what 
is good for us and avoid what is bad 1 . The conditions that 
lead to the production of such knowledge (such as the presence 
of full light and proximity to the eye in the case of seeing an 
object by visual perception) have but little relevancy in this con¬ 
nection. For we are not concerned with how a cognition is 
produced, as it can be of no help to us in serving our purposes. 
It is enough for us to know that external objects under certain 
conditions assume such a special fitness ( t yogyatd ) that we can 
have knowledge of them. We have no guarantee that they 
generate knowledge in us, for we are only aware that under 
certain conditions we know a thing, whereas under other con¬ 
ditions we do not know it 2 . The enquiry as to the nature of the 
special fitness of things which makes knowledge of them pos¬ 
sible does not concern us. Those conditions which confer such 
a special fitness on things as to render them perceivable have but 
little to do with us; for our purposes which consist only in the 
acquirement of good and avoidance of evil, can only be served by 
knowledge and not by those conditions of external objects. 

Knowledge reveals our own self as a knowing subject as well 
as the objects that are known by us. We have no reason to 
suppose (like the Buddhists) that all knowledge by perception of 
external objects is in the first instance indefinite and indeterminate, 
and that all our determinate notions of form, colour, size and other 
characteristics of the thing are not directly given in our perceptual 
experience, but are derived only by imagination {utpreksa), and 
that therefore true perceptual knowledge only certifies the validity 
of the indefinite and indeterminate crude sense data (nirvikalpa 
jHana). Experience shows that true knowledge on the one hand 
reveals us as subjects or knowers, and on the other hand gives 
a correct sketch of the external objects in all the diversity of 
their characteristics. It is for this reason that knowledge is our 
immediate and most prominent means of serving our purposes. 


ch. n 


1 Pram&na-naya-tattv&loktZlamkcira, p. 36. 

~ See Parik$a-mukha-sutra> 11. 9, and its vrtti, and also the concluding vitti of 
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course knowledge cannot directly and immediately bring to 
us the good we want, but since it faithfully communicates to us 
the nature of the objects around us, it renders our actions for the 
attainment of good and the avoidance of evil, possible; for if 
knowledge did not possess these functions, this would have been 
impossible. The validity of knowledge thus consists in this, that 
it is the most direct, immediate, and indispensable means for 
serving our purposes. So long as any knowledge is uncontra¬ 
dicted it should be held as true. False knowledge is that 
which represents things in relations in which they do not exist. 
When a rope in a badly lighted place gives rise to the illusion of 
a snake, the illusion consists in taking the rope to be a snake, i.e. 
perceiving a snake where it does not exist Snakes exist and 
ropes also exist, there is no untruth in that 1 . The error thus con¬ 
sists in this, that the snake is perceived where the rope exists. 
The perception of a snake under relations and environments in 
which it was not then existing is what is meant by error here. 
What was at first perceived as a snake was later on contradicted 
and thus found false. Falsehood therefore consists in the mis¬ 
representation of objective facts in experience. True knowledge 
therefore is that which gives such a correct and faithful repre¬ 
sentation of its object as is never afterwards found to be contra¬ 
dicted. Thus knowledge when imparted directly in association 
with the organs in sense-perception is very clear, vivid, and 
distinct, and is called perceptional ( pratyaksa)\ when attained 
otherwise the knowledge is not so clear and vivid and is then 
called non-perceptional (parokfa*). 


Theory of Perception. 

The main difference of the Jains from the Buddhists in the 
theory of perception lies, as we have already seen, in this, that the 
Jains think that perception ( praiyak$a ) reveals to us the external 
objects just as they are with most of their diverse characteristics of 
colour, form, etc., and also in this, that knowledge arises in the soul 

1 Illusion consists in attributing such spatial, temporal or other kinds of relations 
to the objects of our judgment as do not actually exist, but the objects themselves 
actually exist in other relations. When I mistake the rope for the snake, the snake 
actually exists though its relationing 'with the “ this ” as “ this is a snake *’ does not 
exist, for the snake is not the rope. This illusion is thus called satkky&ti or misrelationing 
of existents (sai). 

* See jaina-tarka-v&rttika of Siddhasena, ch. I., and vrtti by &antyacarya, 
Pramaijanayatattvilokalamkara, ch. I., Pari/tsa-mukha-sutra-vrtti , ch. I. 
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within it as if by removing a veil which had been covering it 
efore. Objects are also not mere forms of knowledge (as the Vi- 
jftanavadin Buddhist thinks)but are actually existing. Knowledge 
of external objects by perception is gained through the senses. 
The exterior physical sense such as the eye must be distinguished 
from the invisible faculty or power of vision of the soul, which 
alone deserves the name of sense. We have five such cognitive 
senses. But the Jains think that since by our experience we are 
only aware of five kinds of sense knowledge corresponding to the 
five senses, it is better to say that it is the “self” which gains of 
itself those different kinds of sense-knowledge in association with 
those exterior senses as if by removal of a covering, on account 
of the existence of which the knowledge could not reveal itself 
before. The process of external perception does not thus involve 
the exercise of any separate and distinct sense, though the rise 
of the sense-knowledge in the soul takes place in association with 
the particular sense-organ such as eye, etc. The soul is in touch 
with all parts of the body, and visual knowledge is that knowledge 
which is generated in the soul through that part of it which is 
associated with, or is in touch with the eye. To take an example, 
I look before me and see a rose. Before looking at it the know¬ 
ledge of rose was in me, but only in a covered condition, and 
hence could not get itself manifested. The act of looking at the 
rose means that such a fitness has come into the rose and into 
myself that the rose is made visible, and the veil over my know¬ 
ledge of rose is removed. When visual knowledge arises, this 
happens in association with the eye; I say that I see through 
the visual sense, whereas in reality experience shows that I have 
only a knowledge of the visual type (associated with eye). As 
experience does not reveal the separate senses, it is unwarrantable 
to assert that they have an existence apart from the seif. Pro¬ 
ceeding in a similar way the Jains discard the separate existence 
of manas (mind-organ) also, for manas also is not given in ex¬ 
perience,. and the hypothesis of its existence is unnecessary, as 
self alone can serve its purpose 1 . Perception of an object means 


1 Tantia indriyam bhautikam kim tu dtrndca indriyam ... anupahatacak$ur&duide$u 
eva dtmanah karmaksayopa&aniasUndsthagitag(cvdk$atulydni caJqur&dini upakarandni. 
Jaina-Vdttika Vrtti % II. p. 98. In many places, however, the five senses, such as 
eye, ear, etc., are mentioned as senses, and living beings are often classified according 
to the number of senses they possess. (See Pramanamimdmsd. See also TaUv&rthd- 
djkigatnasutra , ch. II. etc.) But this is with reference to the sense organs. The denial 
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fe veil of ignorance upon the “self” regarding the object has 
been removed. Inwardly this removal is determined by the 
karma of the individual, outwardly it is determined by the pre¬ 
sence of the object of perception, light, the capacity of the sense 
organs, and such other conditions. Contrary to the Buddhists 
and many other Indian systems, the Jains denied the existence 
of any nirvikalpa (indeterminate) stage preceding the final savi- 
kalpa (determinate) stage of perception. There was a direct 
revelation of objects from within and no indeterminate sense- 
materials were necessary for the development of determinate 
perceptions. We must contrast this with the Buddhists who 
regarded that the first stage consisting of the presentation of in¬ 
determinate sense materials was the only valid part of perception. 
The determinate stage with them is the result of the application 
of mental categories, such as imagination, memory, etc., and hence 
does not truly represent the presentative part 1 . 




N on-Perceptual Knowledge. 

Non-perceptual knowledge ( parok$a ) differs from pratyaksa 
in this, that it does not give us so vivid a picture of objects as the 
latter. Since the Jains do not admit that the senses had any func¬ 
tion in determining the cognitions of the soul, the only distinction 
they could draw between perception and other forms of knowledge 
was that the knowledge of the former kind (perception) gave us 
clearer features and characteristics of objects than the latter. 
Paroksa thus includes inference, recognition, implication, memory, 
etc.; and this knowledge is decidedly less vivid than perception. 

Regarding inference, the Jains hold that it is unnecessary to 
have five propositions, such as: (i) “the hill is fiery/ 1 (2) u because 
of smoke/’ (3) “wherever there is smoke there is fire, such as the 
kitchen,” (4) “this hill is smoky,” (5) “therefore it is fiery,” called 
respectively pratijhd , hetu , drstunicty uponayu and ttigutfianciy ex¬ 
cept for the purpose of explicitness. It is only the first two 
propositions which actually enter into the inferential process 
{JPrameyakarnalamartanda y pp. 108, 109)* When we make an 

of separate senses is with reference to admitting them as entities or capacities having 
a distinct and separate category of existence from the soul. The sense organs are like 
windows for the soul to look out. They cannot thus modify the sense-knowledge 
which rises in the soul by inward determination; for it is already existent in it; the 
perceptual process only means that the veil which was observing it is removed. 

1 Prameyakamalam&rtanday pp. 8-1 1 . 
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inference we do not proceed through the five propositions as 
above. They who know that the reason is inseparably connected 
with the probandum either as coexistence (sahabhava) or as in¬ 
variable antecedence ( kramabhdva ) will from the mere statement 
of the existence of the reason (e.g. smoke) in the hill jump to the 
conclusion that the hill has got fire. A syllogism consisting of 
five propositions is rather for explaining the matter to a child 
than for representing the actual state of the mind in making an 


inference 1 . . . 

As regards proof by testimony the Jains do not admit the 

authority of the Vedas, but believe that the Jaina scriptures give 
us right knowledge, for these are the utterances of persons who 
have lived a worldly life but afterwards by right actions and 
right knowledge have conquered all passions and removed all 
ignorance 2 . 


Knowledge as Revelation. 

The Buddhists had affirmed that the proof of the existence of 
anything depended upon the effect that it could produce on us. 
That which could produce any effect on us was existent, and that 

l As regards concomitance {vyapti) some of the Jaina logicians like the Buddhists 
prefer antarvy&pti (between smoke and fire) to bahirvyapti (the place containing smoke 
with the place containing fire). They also divide inference into two classes, svartha- 
numana for one’s own self and pardrthcinumdna for convincing others. It may not 
be out of place to note that the earliest Jaina view as maintained by Bhadrabahu m h»s 
DaSavaikalikaniryukti was in favour of ten propositions for making an inference; 
(i) Pratijfia (e.g. non-injury to life is the greatest virtue), (2) Pratijftavibhakti (non-in¬ 
jury to life is the greatest virtue according to Jaina scriptures), (3) Hetu (because those 
who adhere to non-injury are loved by gods and it is meritorious to do them honour), 
(4) Hetu vibhakti (those who do so are the only persons who can live in the highest 
places of virtue), (5) Vipak ? a (but even by doing injury one may prosper and even by 
reviling Jaina scriptures one may attain merit as is the case with Brahmins), (6) Vlpaksa 
praltsedka (it is not so, it is impossible that those who despise Jaina scriptures should 
be loved by gods or should deserve honour), (7) Drstdnta (the Arhats take food from 
householders ns they do not like to cook themselves for fear of killing insects), (8) AS- 
artka (but the sins of the householders should touch the arhats, for they cook for them), 
(9) Asankapratiscdka (this cannot be, for the arhats go to certain houses unexpectedly, 
so it could not be said that the cooking was undertaken for them), (10) Naigamana 
(non-injury is therefore the greatest virtue) (Vidyabhusana’s Indian JLogic). These are 
persuasive statements which are often actually adopted in a discussion, but from a 
formal point of view many of these are irrelevant. When Vatsyayana in his Nyaya - 
sutrabkasya> I. 1. 32, says that Gautama introduced the doctrine of five propositions as 
against the doctrine of ten propositions as held by other logicians, he probably had 
this Jaina view in his mind. 

2 g ee Jainatarkcrvarttikci , and Pariksanwkhasutravrlti, and SaddarSanasamuccaya 
with Gunaratna on Jainism. 
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Theory of Being 


^cft/could not non-existent. In fact production of effect wa: 
wif^them the only definition of existence (being). Theoretically 
each unit of effect being different from any other unit of effect, 
they supposed that there was a succession of different units of 
effect or, what is the same thing, acknowledged a succession of 
new substances every moment. All things were thus momentary. 
The Jains urged that the reason why the production of effect 
may be regarded as the only proof of being is that we can assert 
only that thing the existence of which is indicated by a corre¬ 
sponding experience. When we have a unit of experience we 
suppose the existence of the object as its ground. This being so, 
the theoretical analysis of the Buddhists that each unit of effect 
produced in us is not exactly the same at each new point of time, 
and that therefore all things are momentary, is fallacious; for ex- 


SL 


perience shows that not all of an object is found to be changing 
every moment; some part of it (e.g. gold in a gold ornament) is 
found to remain permanent while other parts (e.g. its form as ear¬ 
rings or bangles) are seen to undergo change. How in the face 
of such an experience can we assert that the whole thing vanishes 
every moment and that new things are being renewed at each 
succeeding moment ? Hence leaving aside mere abstract and 
unfounded speculations, if we look to experience we find that the 
conception of being or existence involves a notion of permanence 
associated with change —parydya (acquirement of new qualities 
and the loss of old ones). The Jains hold that the defects of other 
systems lie in this, that they interpret experience only from one 
particular standpoint (nay a ) whereas they alone carefully weigh 
experience from all points of view and acquiesce in the truths 
indicated by it, not absolutely but under proper reservations and 
limitations. The Jains hold 1 that in formulating the doctrine of 
arthakriyakaritva the Buddhists at first showed signs of starting 
on their enquiry on the evidence of experience, but soon they 
became one-sided in their analysis and indulged in unwarrantable 


abstract speculations which went directly against experience. 
Thus if we go by experience we can neither reject the self nor 
the external world as some Buddhists did. Knowledge which 
reveals to us the clear-cut features of the external world certifies 
at the same time that such knowledge is part and parcel of myself 
as the subject. Knowledge is thus felt to be an expression of my 
own self. We do not perceive in experience that knowledge 
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is generated by the external world, but there is in us tj 
^rise of knowledge and of certain objects made known to us by it. 
The rise of knowledge is thus only parallel to certain objective 
collocations of things which somehow have the special fitness 
that they and they alone are perceived at that particular moment. 
Looked at from this point of view ail our experiences are centred 
in ourselves, for determined somehow, our experiences come to us 
as modifications of our own self. Knowledge being a character 
of the self, it shows itself as manifestations of the self independent 
of the senses. No distinction should be made between a conscious 
and an unconscious element in knowledge as Samkhya does. Nor 
should knowledge be regarded as a copy of the objects which it 
reveals, as the Sautrantikas think, for then by copying the materi¬ 
ality of the object, knowledge would itself become material. 
Knowledge should thus be regarded as a formless quality of the 
self revealing all objects by itself. But the MlmSmsa view that the 
validity ( pramanya ) of all knowledge is proved by knowledge it- 
self (svatakpramanya) is wrong. Both logically and psychologically 
the validity of knowledge depends upon outward correspondence 
(samvada ) with facts. But in those cases where by previous 
knowledge of correspondence a right belief has been produced 
there may be a psychological ascertainment of validity without 
reference to objective facts (p rti many a m u tpatta u parata eva 
jftaptau svak&rye ca svatah parataSca abhyasanabhyasapeksaya) \ 
The objective world exists as it is certified by experience. But 
that it generates knowledge in us is an unwarrantable hypo¬ 
thesis, for knowledge appears as a revelation of our own self. This 
brings us to a consideration of Jaina metaphysics. 


The JIvas. 

The Jains say that experience shows that all things may be 
divided into the living (Jiva) and the non-living ( ajtva ). The 
principle of life is entirely distinct from the body, and it is most 
erroneous to think that life is either the product or the property 
of the body 9 . It is on account of this life-principle that the body 
appears to be living This principle is the soul. The soul is 
directly perceived (by introspection) just as the external things 
are. It is not a mere symbolical object indicated by a phrase or 

1 Pram*yakamalam&rtanda % pp. 38-43. 

* See Jaina Viritika , p. 60. 



Souls 


^^.Jcription. This is directly against the view of the great 
MimamsS authority PrabhSkara*. T he soul in its pure state is 
possessed__o£,jufinite_gercegtion (ananta-darsanri), in finite know - 
ledge ~{ananta-jfiana\ Infinite bliss {ananta-suklia) a nd infi nite 
£8wer \ananta-virya)'. I t is all p erfect Ordinarily however, with 
the exception of a few released pure souls ( mukta-jiva), all the 
other jivas {samsariti) have all their purity and power covered with 
a thin veil of karma matter which has been accumulating in them 
from beginningless time. T hese souls ar ejnfinjte mnumbenJQtey 
are substances and are eternal. They in reality occupy innumer¬ 
able spa ce-points in our mundane, world ( lokakasa ), havealj m ited 
size (madhyama-parirndna) and are neither all-pervasive (yibhii) 
nor atomic it is on account of this that jlvu is called 

Jivastikaya. The word astikaya means anything that occupies 
ipacTor haT some pervasiveness; bu t these souls e xpand and 
contract themselves acc ordin g to the dimensions, of the_b ody 
which they'occupy 'at"any“'tTme7bigger‘nTthe elephant and 
smaller in the ant life). It is well to remember that according to 
the Jains the soul occupies the whole of the body in which it 
lives, so that from the tip of the hair to the nail of the foot, 
wherever there may be any cause of sensation, it can at once feel 
it. The manner in which the soul occupies the body is often ex¬ 
plained as being similar to the manner in which a lamp illumines 
the whole room though remaining in one comer of the room. The 
Jains divide the jivas according to thejjumber of sense-organs 
tfieTposses! 'The" lowesrSaffiFrdrfsists of plants, which possess 
only the sense-organ of touch. The next higher class is that 
of worms, which possess two sense-organs of touch and taste. 
Next come the ants, etc., which possess touch, taste, and smell. 
The next higher one that of bees, etc., possessing vision in 
addition to touch, taste, and smell. Th e ver ^g bratg s possess all 
the five sense-organs. The higher animals among these, namely 
men, denizens of hell, and the gods possess in addition to these 
an inner sense-organ namely manas by virtue of which they are 


■<§L 


1 See Prameyakamalamarianda, p. 33. 

2 The Jains distinguish between dariana and jfidna. Dar&na is the knowledge of 
things without their details, e.g. I see a cloth. Jfiana means the knowledge of details, 
e.g I not only see the cloth, but know to whom it belongs, of what quality it is, 
where it was prepared, etc. In all cognition we have first dariana and then jftana. 
The pure souls possess infinite general perception of all things as well as infinite 
knowledge of all things in all their details. 
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^-TEliIled rational ( sat(ijnin ) while the lower animals have no reason 
and are called asamjnin. 

Proceeding towards the lowest animal we find that the Jains 
regard all the four elements (earth, water, air, fire) as being ani¬ 
mated by souls. Thus particles of earth, etc., are the bodies of 
souls, called earth-lives, etc. These we may call elementary lives; 
they live and die and are born again in another elementary body. 
These elementary lives are either gross or subtle; in the latter case 
they are invisible. The last class of one-organ lives are plants. 
Of some plants each is the body of one soul only; but of other 
plants, each is an aggregation of embodied souls, which have all 
the functions of life such as respiration and nutrition in common. 
Plants in which only one soul is embodied are always gross; they 
exist in the habitable part of the world only. But those plants 
of which each is a colony of plant lives may also be subtle and 
invisible, and in that case they are distributed all over the world. 
The whole universe is full of minute beings call ed nigod as \ they 
are'^roupSTfTIKfimf^umjBer oTlSngTWm^^w^smpI cpJSfcers, 
having respiration and nutrition in common and experiencing ex¬ 
treme pains. The whole space of the worldTs closely packed with 
them like a box filled with powder. Ttje nigodas furnish the supply 
of souls in place of those that have ie ached Moks^ ,But an 
'infinitesimally small fraction of one single mgoda has sufficed to 
replace the vacancy caused in the world by the Nirvana of all the 
souls that have been liberated from beginningless past down to 
the present. Thus it is evident the samsSra will never be empty 
of living beings. Those of the nigodas who long for development 
come out and contiune their course of progress through successive 


stages 1 . 


Karma Theory. 


It is on account of their merits or demerits that the jivas are 
born as gods, men, animals, or denizens of hell. We have already 
noticed in Chapter III that the cause of the embodiment of soul 
is the presence in it of karma matter. The natural perfections of 
the pure soul are sullied by the different kinds of karma matter. 
Those which obscure right knowledge of details {jndnd) are 
called jnanavarantya, those which obscure right perception 
(darsana) as in sleep are called darsanavaraniya, those which 

1 See Jacobi’s article on Jainism, £■ R.E., and l,okaprc,M!a, VI. pp. 3 « if- 
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^Hiseufe the bliss-nature of the soul and thus produce pleasure and 
pain are vedaniya, and those which obscure the right attitude of the 
soul tqwards faith and right conduct mohaniyaK In addition to 
these four kinds of karma there are other four kinds of karma which 
determine (1) the length of life in any birth, (2) the peculiar body 
with its general and special qualities and faculties, (3) the nation¬ 
ality, caste,family, social standing, etc., (4) the inborn energy of the 
soul by the obstruction of which it prevents the doing of a good 
action when there is a desire to do it. These are respectively called 
(1) dyuska karma, (2) nama karma, (3 ) gotra karma, (4) antardya 
karma. By our actions of mind, speech and body, we are con¬ 
tinually producing certain subtle karma matter which in the first 
instance is called bhava karma, which transforms itself into dravya 
karma and pours itself into the soul and sticks there by coming 
into contact with the passions ( kasaya ) of the soul. These act like 
viscous substances in retaining the inpouring karma matter. This 
matter acts in eight different ways and it is accordingly divided 
into eight classes, as we have already noticed. This karma is the 
cause of bondage and sorrow. According as good or bad karma 
matter sticks to the soul it gets itself coloured respectively as 
golden, lotus-pink, white and black, blue and grey and they are 
called the lesyas. The feelings generated by the accumulation of 
the karma-matter are called bhdva-Myd and the actual coloration 
of the soul by it is called dravya-lesyd. According as any karma 
matter has been generated by good, bad, or indifferent actions, it 
gives us pleasure, pain, or feeling of indifference. Even the know¬ 
ledge that we are constantly getting by perception, inference, etc., 
is but the result of the effect of karmas in accordance with which 
the particular kind of veil which was obscuring any particular kind 
of knowledge is removed at any time and we have a knowledge 
of a corresponding nature. By our own karmas the veils over our 
knowledge, feeling, etc., are so removed that we have just that 
kind of knowledge and feeling that we deserved to have. All 
knowledge, feeling, etc., are thus in one sense generated from 
within, the external objects which are ordinarily said to be 
generating them all being but mere coexistent external con- 
ditions. 
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1 The Jains acknowledge five kinds of knowledge : (1) matijMna (ordinary cog¬ 
nition), (a) fruit (testimony), (3) avadhi (supernatural cognition), (+) manahparyiya 
(thought-reading), (5) keoala-jn&na (omniscience). 
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After the effect of a particular karma matter {karma-vargand) 
is once produced, it is discharged and purged from off the soul. 
This process of purging off the karmas is called nirjara. If no 
new karma matter should accumulate then, the gradual purging 
off of the karmas might make the soul free of karma matter, but as 
it is, while some karma matter is being purged off, other karma 
matter is continually pouring in, and thus the purging and 
binding processes continuing simultaneously force the soul to 
continue its mundane cycle of existence, transmigration, and re¬ 
birth. After the death of each individual his soul, together with 
its karmic body ( karmanasarira ), goes in a few moments to the 
place of its new birth and there assumes a new body, expanding 
or contracting in accordance with the dimensions of the latter. 

In the ordinary course karma takes effect and produces its 
proper results, and at such a stage the soul is said to be in the 
audayika state. By proper efforts karma may however be pre¬ 
vented from taking effect, though it still continues to exist, and 
this is said to be the aupaiamika state of the soul. When karma 
is not only prevented from operating but is annihilated, the soul 
is said to be in the ksayika state, and it is from this state that 
Moksa is attained. There is, however, a fourth state of ordinary 
good men with whom some karma is annihilated, some neutralized, 
and some active (ksdyopasamika) 1 . 


Karma, Asrava and Nirjara. 

It is on account of karma that the souls have to 'suffer all 
the experiences of this world process, including births and re¬ 
births in diverse spheres of life as gods, men or animals, or insects. 
The karmas are certain sorts of infra-atomic particles of matter 
(> karma-vargand] ). The influx of these karma particles into the 
soul is called asrava in Jainism. These karmas are produced by 
body, mind, and speech. The asravas represent the channels or 
modes through which the karmas enter the soul, just like the 
channels through which water enters into a pond. But the Jains 
distinguish between the channels and the karmas which actually 

i The stages through which a developing soul passes are technically called gupa- 
sth&nas which are fourteen in number. The first three stages represent the growth of 
faith in Jainism, the next five stages are those in which all the passions are controlled, 
in the next four stages the ascetic practises yoga and destroys all his karmas, at the 
thirteenth stage he is divested of all karmas but he still practises yoga and at the 
fourteenth stage he attains liberation (see Dravyasamgrahavrtti, rjth verse). 
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Influx of Karma 

through those channels. Thus they distinguish two kinds 
of asravas, bhavasrava and karmasrava. Bhavasrava means the 
thought activities of the soul through which or on account of 
which the karma particles enter the soul 1 . Thus Nemicandra 
says that bhavasrava is that kind of change in the soul (which 
is the contrary to what can destroy the karmasrava), by which 
the karmas enter the soul*. Karmasrava, however, means the 
actual entrance of the karma matter into the soul. These 
bhavasravas are in general of five kinds, namely delusion 
mithydtva ), want of control ( avirati ), inadvertence (pramdda), 
the activities of body, mind and speech (yoga ) and the pas¬ 
sions ( kasdyas ). Delusion again is of five kinds, namely ekanta 
(a false belief unknowingly accepted and uncritically followed), 
viparlta (uncertainty as to the exact nature of truth), vmaya 
(retention of a belief knowing it to be false, due to old habit), 
satfiSaya (doubt as to right or wrong) and ajfidna (want of any 
belief due to the want of application of reasoning powers). 
Avirati is again of five kinds, injury (hintsa), falsehood (anrta\ 
stealing ( cauryya\ incontinence (abrahma\ and desire to have 
things which one does not already possess (parigra/iakdrikfd ). 
Pramada or inadvertence is again of five kinds, namely bad con¬ 
versation (vikatha), passions (Jkajdya), bad use of the five senses 
(indriya), sleep ( tiidrd ), attachment (rdga) z . 

Coming to dravyasrava we find that it means that actual in¬ 
flux of karma which affects the soul in eight different manners 
in accordance with which these karmas are classed into eight 
different kinds, namely jftanavaramya, darSanavaranlya, veda- 
niya, mohaniya, ayu, nama, gotra and antarSya. These actual 
influxes take place only as a result of the bhavasrava. or the re¬ 
prehensible thought activities, or changes ( partnama ) of the soul. 
The states of thought which condition the coming in of the karmas 
is called bhavabandha and the actual bondage of the soul by the 
actual impure connections of the karmas is technically called 
dravyabandha. It is on account of bhavabandha that the actual 
connection between the karmas and the soul can take place 4 . The 
actual connections of the karmas with the soul are like the sticking 

1 Drarvyasam^raJux, & 1 . 29. 

* Nemicandra’s commentary on Dravyasamg rah a, & 1 . 3Q, edited by S. C. Ghoshal, 
Ariah, 1917. 

8 See Nemicandra’s commentary on § 1 . 30. 

4 Nemicandra on 31, and Vardhamanapur&na xvi. 44, quoted by Ghoshal. 
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leftist on the body of a person who is besmeared all over wif 
oil- Thus Gunaratna says: “The influx of karma means the 
contact of the particles of karma matter, in accordance with the 
particular kind of karma, with the soul, just like the sticking of 
dust on the body of a person besmeared with oil In all parts of 
the soul there being infinite number of karma atoms it becomes 
so completely covered with them that in some sense when looked 
at from that point of view the soul is sometimes regarded as a 
material body during its samsSra stage 1 .'* From one point of 
view the bondage of karma is only of punya and papa (good 
and bad karmas)*. From another this bondage is of four kinds, 
according to the nature of karma ( prakrti ), duration of bondage 
( stkiti ), intensity ( anubhaga ) and extension (pradesa). The 
nature of karma refers to the eight classes of karma already 
mentioned, namely the jflanavaranlya karma which obscures the 
infinite knowledge of the soul of all things in detail, dar£ana- 
varanlya karma which obscures the infinite general. knowledge 
of the soul, vedanlya karma which produces the feelings of 
pleasure and pain in the soul, mohanlya karma, which so in¬ 
fatuates souls that they fail to distinguish what is right from 
what is wrong, ayu karma, which determines the tenure of any 
particular life, nama karma which gives them personalities, gotra 
karma which brings about a particular kind of social surrounding 
for the soul and antar&ya karma which tends to oppose the per¬ 
formance of right actions by the soul. The duration of the stay 
of any karma in the soul is called sthiti. Again a karma may be 
intense, middling or mild, and this indicates the third principle 
of division, anubhaga. Pradesa refers to the different parts of 
the soul to which the karma particles attach themselves. The 
duration of stay of any karma and its varying intensity are due 
to the nature of the kasayas or passions of the soul, whereas the 
different classification of karmas as jflanavaranlya, etc., are due to 
the nature of specific contact of the soul with karma matter*. 

Corresponding to the two modes of inrush of karmas (bhava- 
srava and dravy&srava) are two kinds of control opposing this 
inrush, by actual thought modification of a contrary nature and 
by the actual stoppage of the inrush of karma particles, and 
these are respectively called bhavasarnvara and dravyasarpvara 4 . 

1 See Gunaratna, p. 181. a Ibid. 3 Neroicandra, 33. 

4 Varddhamanapur&na, XVI. 67-68, and Dravyasamgrahavrtti , SI. 35. 
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Self-control 


Jhavasamvaras are (i) the vows of non-injury, truthfulness, 

abstinencefrom stealing, sex-control, and non-acceptance of objects 

of desire, (2) samitis consisting of the use of trodden tracks in order 
to avoid injury to insects (;try a ), gentle and holy talk ( bhasa\ re¬ 
ceiving proper alms (esa#a), etc., (3 )'g u Pt* s or restraints of body, 
speech and mind, (4) dkarmas consisting of habits of forgive¬ 
ness, humility, straightforwardness, truth, cleanliness, restraint, 
penance, abandonment, indifference to any kind of gain or loss, 
and supreme sex-control 1 , (5) anupreksa consisting of meditation 
about the transient character of the world, about our helplessness 
without the truth, about the cycles of world-existence, about our 
own responsibilities for our good and bad actions, about the 
difference between the soul and the non-soul, about the unclean¬ 
liness of our body and all that is associated with it, about the in¬ 
flux of karma and its stoppage and the destruction of those 
karmas which have already entered the soul, about soul, matter 
and the substance of the universe, about the difficulty of attaining 
true knowledge, faith, and conduct, and about the essential prin¬ 
ciples of the world 2 , ( 6 ) the parisahajaya consisting of the con¬ 
quering of all kinds of physical troubles of heat, cold, etc, and 
of feelings of discomforts of various kinds, (7) cdritra or right 




conduct 

Next to this we come to nirjara or the purging off of the 
karmas or rather their destruction. This nirjara also is of two 
kinds, bhavanirjara and dravyanirjara. Bhavanirjara means that 
change in the soul by virtue of which the karma particles are 
destroyed. Dravyanirjara means the actual destruction of these 
karma particles either by the reaping of their effects or by 
penances before their time of fruition, called savipaka and avipaka 
niijaras respectively. When all the karmas are destroyed moksa 
or liberation is effected. 


Pudgala. 

The ajiva (non-living) is divided into pudgalastikaya, dharma 
stikaya , adkarmdstikdya , dkdsdstikaya, kdla, puny a, papa. The 
word pudgala means matter 2 , and it is called astikaya in the 
sense that it occupies space. Pudgala is made up of atoms 

1 Taitv&rthadhigamasiitra . 2 

* This is entirely different from the Buddhist sense. With the Buddhists pudgala 

means an individual or a person. 
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«..vWfiich are without size and eternal. Matter may exist i: 

states, gross (such as things we see around us), and subtle (such 
as the karma matter which sullies the soul). All material things 
are ultimately produced by the combination of atoms. The 
smallest indivisible particle of matter is called an atom (anu). 
The atoms are all eternal and they all have touch, taste, smell, 
and colour. The formation of different substances is due to the 
different geometrical, spherical or cubical modes of the combi¬ 
nation of the atoms, to the diverse modes of their inner arrange¬ 
ment and to the existence of different degrees of inter-atomic 
space (ghanapratarabkedena). Some combinations take place by 
simple mutual contact at two points (yugmapradesa) whereas 
in others the atoms are only held together by the points of at¬ 
tractive force {ojakpradesa) (Prajndpanopangasutra , pp. IO-12). 
Two atoms form a compound ( skandha ), when the one is viscous 
‘ and the other dry or both are of different degrees of viscosity or 
dryness. It must be noted that while the Buddhists thought that 
there was no actual contact between the atoms the Jains regarded 
the contact as essential and as testified by experience. These 
compounds combine with other compounds and thus produce 
the gross things of the world. They are, however, liable to 
constant change ( parinama ) by which they lose some of their 
old qualities (gunas ) and acquire new ones. There are four 
elements, earth, water, air, and fire, and the atoms of all these 
are alike in character. The perception of grossness however 
is not an error which is imposed upon the perception of the 
atoms by our mind (as the Buddhists think) nor is it due to the 
perception of atoms scattered spatially lengthwise and breadthwise 
(as the Samkhya-Yoga supposes), but it is due to the accession of 
a similar property of grossness, blueness or hardness in the com¬ 
bined atoms, so that such knowledge is generated in us as is given 
in the perception of a gross, blue, or a hard thing. When a thing 
appears as blue, what happens is this, that the atoms there have 
all acquired the property of blueness and on the removal of the 
darsanavaranlya and jftanavaranlya veil, there arises in the soul 
the perception and knowledge of that blue thing. This sameness 
( samana-rupata) of the accession of a quality in an aggregate of 
atoms by virtue of which it appears as one object (e.g. a cow) 
is technically called tiryaksamanya. This samanya or generality 
is thus neither an imposition of the mind nor an abstract entity 
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ntained by the NaiySyikas) but represents only the ac¬ 
cession of similar qualities by a similar development of qualities 
of atoms forming an aggregate. So long as this similarity of 
qualities continues we perceive the thing to be the same and 
to continue for some length of time. When we think of a thing 
to be permanent, we do so by referring to this sameness in the 
developing tendencies of an aggregate of atoms resulting in the 
relative permanence of similar qualities in them. According to 
the Jains things are not momentary and in spite of the loss of 
some old qualities and the accession of other ones, the thing as 
a whole may remain more or less the same for some time. This 
sameness of qualities in time is technically called urdhvasdmdnya\ 
If the atoms are looked at from the point of view of the change 
and accession of new qualities, they may be regarded as liable to 
destruction, but if they are looked at from the point of view of 
substance (dravya) they are eternal. 
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Dharma, Adharma, Akasa. 

The conception of dharma and adharma in Jainism is 
absolutely different from what they mean in other systems of 
Indian philosophy. Dharma is devoid of taste, touch, smell, 
sound and colour; it is conterminous with the mundane universe 
(lokdkdsa ) and pervades every part of it. The term astikaya 
is therefore applied to it. It is the principle of motion, the ac¬ 
companying circumstance or cause which makes motion possible, 
like water to a moving fish. The water is a passive condition 
or circumstance of the movement of a fish, i.e. it is indifferent 
or passive ( uddslna ) and not an active or solicitous ( preraka ) 
cause. The water cannot compel a fish at rest to move; but if 
the fish wants to move, water is then the necessary help to its 
motion. Dharma cannot make the soul or matter move; but 
if they are to move, they cannot do so without the presence of 
dharma. Hence at the extremity of the mundane world (/oka) 
in the region of the liberated souls, there being no dharma, the 
liberated souls attain perfect rest. They cannot move there 
because there is not the necessary motion-element, dharma . 
Adharma is also regarded as a similar pervasive entity which 

1 See Pramcyakamalamartanda, pp. 136-143 > Jainatarkavdrttika, p. 106. 

8 Dravyasamgrahirurttiy 17 - 10 . 
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elps jivas and pudgalas to keep themselves at rest. No substance 
could move if there were no dharma, or could remain at rest if 
there were no adharma. The necessity of admitting these two 
categories seems probably to have been felt by the Jains on 
account of their notion that the inner activity of the jiva or the 
atoms required for its exterior realization the help of some other 
extraneous entity, without which this could not have been trans¬ 
formed into actual exterior motion. Moreover since the jivas 
were regarded as having activity inherent in them they would be 
found to be moving even at the time of liberation (moksa), which 
was undesirable; thus it was conceived that actual motion required 
for its fulfilment the help of an extraneous entity which was absent 
in the region of the liberated souls. 

The category of aka£a is that subtle entity which pervades 
the mundane universe (loka) and the transcendent region of 
liberated souls (< aloka ) which allows the subsistence of all other 
substances such as dharma, adharma, jiva, pudgala. It. is not a 
mere negation and absence of veil or obstruction, or mere empti¬ 
ness, but a positive entity which helps other things to inter¬ 
penetrate it. On account of its pervasive character it is called 
akaiastikaya\ 


Kala and Sam ay a. 

Time (kala) in reality consists of those innumerable particles 
which never mix with one another, but which help the happening 
of the modification or accession of new qualities and the change 
of qualities of the atoms. Ksla does not bring about the changes 
of qualities, in things, but just as akSSa helps interpenetration 
and dharma motion, so also kala helps the action of the transfor¬ 
mation of new qualities in things. Time perceived as moments, 
hours, days, etc., is called samaya . This is the appearance of the 
unchangeable kala in so many forms. Kala thus not only aids 
the modifications of other things, but also allows its own modifi¬ 
cations as moments, hours, etc. It is thus a dravya (substance), 
and the moments, hours, etc., are its paryayas. The unit of samaya 
is the time required by an atom to traverse a unit of space by a 
slow movement. 


1 jDravyasamgrahavrttiy 19. 
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V Jaina Cosmography. 

According to the Jains, the world is eternal, without beginning 
or end. Loka is that place in which happiness and misery are expe¬ 
rienced as results of virtue and vice. It is composed of three parts, 
urdkva (where the gods reside), madhya (this world of ours), and 
adho (where the denizens of hell reside). The mundane universe 
(lokakasa) is pervaded with dharma which makes all movement 
possible. Beyond the lokakasa there is no dharma and therefore 
no movement, but only space ( aka§a :). Surrounding this lok&ka&a 
are three layers of air. The perfected soul rising straight over 
the urdhvaloka goes to the top of this lokakasa and (there being 
no dharma) remains motionless there. 

Jaina Yoga. 

Yoga according to Jainism is the cause of moksa (salvation). 
This yoga consists of jftana (knowledge of reality as it is), £raddha 
(faith in the teachings of the Jinas), and c&ritra (cessation from 
doing all that is evil). This centra consists of akimsd (not 
taking any life even by mistake or unmindfulness), sunrta 
(speaking in such a way as is true, good and pleasing), asteya 
(not taking anything which has not been given), brahmacaryya 
(abandoning lust for all kinds of objects, in mind, speech and 
body), and aparigraka (abandoning attachment for all things) 1 . 
These strict rules of conduct only apply to ascetics who are bent 
on attaining perfection. The standard proposed for the ordinary 
householders is fairly workable. Thus it is said by Hemacandra, 
that ordinary householders should earn money honestly, should 
follow the customs of good people, should marry a good girl from 
a good family, should follow the customs of the country and so 
forth. These are just what we should expect from any good and 

1 Certain external rales of conduct are also called c&ritra. These are: Iryyd (to 
go by the path already trodden by others and illuminated by the sun’s rays, so that 
proper precaution may be taken while walking to prevent oneself from treading on 
insects, etc., which may be lying on the way), bkdfd (to speak well and pleasantly 
to all beings), i$ana (to beg alms in the proper monastic manner), d&nasamiti (to 
inspect carefully the seats avoiding all transgressions when taking or giving anything), 
utsargasamiti (to take care that bodily refuse may not be thrown in such a way as to 
injure any being), manogupti (to remove all false thoughts, to remain satisfied within 
oneself, and hold all people to be the same in mind), i’dggupti (absolute silence), and 
kdyagupti (absolute steadiness and fixity of the body). Five other kinds of caritra are 
counted in Dravyasamgrahavrtti 35. 
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st householder of the present day. Great stress is laid upon 
e virtues of ahimsa, sunrta, asteya and brahmacaryya, but the 
root of all these is ahimsa. The virtues of sunrta, asteya and 
brahmacaryya are made to follow directly as secondary corrol- 
laries of ahimsa. Ahimsa may thus be generalized as the funda¬ 
mental ethical virtue of Jainism; judgment on all actions may be 
passed in accordance with the standard of ahimsa ; sunrta, asteya 
and brahmacaryya are regarded as virtues as their transgression 
leads to himsa (injury to beings). A milder form of the practice 
of these virtues is expected from ordinary householders and this 
is called anubrata (small vows). But those who are struggling 
for the attainment of emancipation must practise these virtues 
according to the highest and strictest standard, and this is called 
mahabrata (great vows). Thus for example brahmacaryya for a 
householder according to the anubrata standard would be mere 
cessation from adultery, whereas according to mahabrata it would 
be absolute abstention from sex-thoughts, sex-words and sex- 
acts. Ahimsa according to a householder, according to anubrata, 
would require abstinence from killing any animals, but according 
to mahavrata it would entail all the rigour and carefulness to 
prevent oneself from being the cause of any kind of injury to 
any living being in any way. 

Many other minor duties are imposed upon householders, all 
of which are based upon the cardinal virtue of ahimsa. These 
are (i) digvirati (to carry out activities within a restricted area 
and thereby desist from injuring living beings in different places), 
(2) bhogopabhogamdna (to desist from drinking liquors, taking 
flesh, butter, honey, figs, certain other kinds of plants, fruits, and 
vegetables, to observe certain other kinds of restrictions regarding 
time and place of taking meals), (3) anarthadanda consisting of 
(a) apadhyana (cessation from inflicting any bodily injuries, 
killing of one’s enemies, etc.), (b) pdpopadesa (desisting from 
advising people to take to agriculture which leads to the killing 
of so many insects), (<r) kimsopakariddna (desisting from giving 
implements of agriculture to people which will lead to the injury 
of insects), ( d ) pramdddcarana (to desist from attending musical 
parties, theatres, or reading sex-literature, gambling,etc.), ( 4 )siksd- 
padabrata consisting of (a) samayikabrata (to try to treat all 
beings equally), ( b ) desavakasikabrata (gradually to practise the 
digviratibrata more and more extensively), (c) posadhabrata 



Rules of Conduct 

c^rprfn other kinds of restriction), (d) atithisamvibhagabrata ( 
'make gifts to guests). All transgressions of these virtues, called 
aticdra , should be carefully avoided. 

All perception, wisdom, and morals belong to the soul, and to 
know the soul as possessing these is the right knowledge of the 
soul. All sorrows proceeding out of want of self-knowledge can 
be removed only by true self-knowledge. The soul in itself is 
pure intelligence, and it becomes endowed with the body only on 
account of its karma. When by meditation, all the karmas are 
burnt ( dhydtidgnidagdhakarmd) the self becomes purified. The 
soul is itself the samsara (the cycle of rebirths) when it is over¬ 
powered by the four kasayas (passions) and the senses. The four 
kasayas are krodha (anger), tndna (vanity and pride), mdyd 
(insincerity and the tendency to dupe others), and lobha (greed). 
These kasayas cannot be removed except by a control of the 
senses; and self-control alone leads to the purity of the mind 
( manahsuddhi). Without the control of the mind no one can 
proceed in’the path of yoga. All our acts become controlled when 
the mind is controlled, so those who seek emancipation should 
make every effort to control the mind. No kind of asceticism 
(tafias) can be of any good until the mind is purified. All attach¬ 
ment and antipathy ( ragadvesa ) can be removed only by the 
purification of the mind. It is by attachment and antipathy that 
man loses his independence. It is thus necessary for the yogin 
(sage) that he should be free from them and become independent 
in the real sense of the term. When a man learns to look upon 
all beings with equality ( samatva) he can effect such a conquest 
over raga and dvesa as one could never do even by the strictest 
asceticism through millions of years. In order to effect this 
samatva towards all, we should take to the following kinds' of 
meditation ( bhavana ): 

We should think of the transitoriness ( anityata) of all things, 
that what a thing was in the morning, it is not at mid-day, 
what it was at mid-day it is not at night; for all things are 
transitory and changing. Our body, all our objects of pleasure, 
wealth and youth all are fleeting like dreams, or cotton particles 
in a whirlwind. 

All, even the gods, are subject to death. All our relatives will 
by their works fall a prey to death. This world is thus full of 
misery and there is nothing which can support us in it. Thus in 
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whatever way we look for anything, on which we can depend, we 
find that it fails us. This is called a£aranabhavana (the meditation 
of helplessness). 

Some are born in this world, some suffer, some reap the fruits 
of the karma done in another life. We are all different from one 
anothei by our surroundings, karma, by our separate bodies and 
by all other gifts which each of us severally enjoy. To meditate 
on these aspects is called ekatvabhavana and anyatvabhavanS. 

To think that the body is made up of defiled things, the flesh, 
blood, and bones, and is therefore impure is called a^ucibhavana 


(meditation of the impurity of the body). 

To think that if the mind is purified by the thoughts of uni¬ 
versal friendship and compassion and the passions are removed, 
then only will good (Subka) accrue to me, but if on the contrary 
I commit sinful deeds and transgress the virtues, then all evil 
will befall me, is called asravabhavanS (meditation of the be¬ 
falling of evil). By the control of the asrava (inrush of karma) 
comes the samvara (cessation of the influx of karma) and the 
destruction of the karmas already accumulated leads to nirjara 
(decay and destruction of karma matter). 

Again one should think that the practice of the ten dharmas 
(virtues) of self control (, satnyatna ), truthfulness ( sunrta ), purity 
(pauca\ chastity (brahma), absolute want of greed (akiHcanata), 
asceticism (tapas\ forbearance, patience (ksdnti), mildness 
(5 mdrdava ), sincerity ( rjuta ), and freedom or emancipation from 
all sins (muktt) can alone help us in the achievement of the 
highest goal. These are the only supports to which we can 
look. It is these which uphold the world-order. This is called 
dharmasvakhyatatabhSvanS. 

Again one should think of the Jaina cosmology and also 
of the nature of the influence of karma in producing all the 
diverse conditions of men. These two are called lokabhavana 
and bodhibhdvand. \ 

When by the continual practice of the above thoughts man 
becomes unattached to all things and adopts equality to all beings, 
and becomes disinclined to all worldly enjoyments, then with a 
mind full of peace he gets rid of all passions, and then he should 
take to the performance of dhyana or meditation by deep concen¬ 
tration. The samatva or perfect equality of the mind and dhyana 
are interdependent, so that without dhyana there is no samatva 
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without samatva there is no dhyana. In order to make the 
mind steady by dhyana one should think of tnaitri (universal 
friendship), pramoda (the habit of emphasizing the good sides of 
men), karund (universal compassion) and mddhyastha (indifference 
to the wickedness of people, i.e. the habit of not taking any 
note of sinners). The Jaina dhyana consists in concentrating 
the mind on the syllables of the Jaina prayer phrases. The 
dhyana however as we have seen is only practised as an aid to 
making the mind steady and perfectly equal and undisturbed 
towards all things. Emancipation comes only as the result of the 
final extinction of the karma materials. Jaina yoga is thus a com¬ 
plete course of moral discipline which leads to the purification 
of the mind and is hence different from the traditional Hindu 
yoga of Patafijali or even of the Buddhists 1 2 . 


Jaina Atheism* 

The NaiySyikas assert that as the world is of the nature of 
an effect, it must have been created by an intelligent agent and 
this agent is I^vara (God). To this the Jain replies, “ What does 
the NaiySyika mean when he says that the world is of the nature 
of an effect”? Does he mean by “effect,” (i) that which is made 
up of parts ( sdvayava ), or, (2) the coinherence of the causes of a 
non-existent thing, or, (3) that which is regarded by anyone as 
having been made, or, (4) that which is liable to change ( vikant - 
vatn ). Again, what is meant by being “made up of parts ? If it 
means existence in parts, then the class-concepts ( satttdnyci ) 
existing in the parts should also be regarded as effects, and hence 
destructible, but these the Naiyayikas regard as being partless and 
eternal. If it means “that which has parts,” then even “space” 
(dkdsa) has to be regarded as “effect,” but the Naiyayika regards 
it as eternal. 

Again “effect” cannot mean “coinherence of the causes of a 
thing which were previously non-existent,” for in that case one 
could not speak of the world as an effect, for the atoms of the 
elements of earth, etc., are regatded as eternal. 

Again if “effect” means “that which is regarded by anyone as 

1 Yogai&stra, by Hemacandra, edited by Windisch, in Zcitschrift der Deutschen 
Morg . Gesellschafl , Leipsig, 1874, and Dravyasarngraha , edited by Ghoshal, 1917. 

2 See Gunaratna’s Tarkarahasyadipika. 
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aving been made/’ then it would apply even to space, for when 
a man digs the ground he thinks that he has made new space in 
the hollow which he dug. 

If it means “that which is liable to change,” then one could 
suppose that God was also liable to change and he would require 
another creator to create him and he another, and so on ad 
infinitum. Moreover, if God creates he cannot but be liable to 
change with reference to his creative activity. 

Moreover, we know that those things which happen at some 
time and do not happen at other times are regarded as “effects.” 
But the world as a whole exists always. If it is argued that things 
contained within it such as trees, plants, etc., are “effects,” then 
that would apply even to this hypothetical God, for, his will and 
thought must be diversely operating at diverse times and these 
are contained in him. He also becomes a created being by virtue 
of that. And even atoms would be “effects,” for they also undergo 
changes of colour by heat. 

Let us grant for the sake of argument that the world as a 
whole is an “effect.” And every effect has a cause, and so the 
world as a whole has a cause. But this does not mean that the 
cause is an intelligent one, as God is supposed to be. If it is 
argued that he is regarded as intelligent on the analogy of human 
causation then he might also be regarded as imperfect as human 
beings. If it is held that the world as a whole is not exactly 
an effect of the type of effects produced by human beings 
but is similar to those, this will lead to no inference. Because 
water-vapour is similar to smoke, nobody will be justified in 
inferring fire from water-vapour, as he would do from smoke. 
If it is said that this is so different an effect that from it the 
inference is possible, though nobody has ever been seen to pro¬ 
duce such an effect, well then, one could also infer on seeing 
old houses ruined in course of time that these ruins were pro¬ 
duced by intelligent agents. For these are also effects of which 
we do not know of any intelligent agent, for both are effects, 
and the invisibility of the agent is present in both cases. If it is 
said that the world is such that we have a sense that it has been 
made by some one, then the question will be, whether you infer 
the agency of God from this sense or infer the sense of its having 
been made from the fact of its being made by God, and you have 
a vicious circle ( anyonyaSrayd ). 
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even if we should grant that the world was created by 
then such an agent should have a body, for we have 
never seen any intelligent creator without a body. Jf it is held 
that we should consider the general condition of agency only, 
namely, that the agent is intelligent, the objection will be that 
this is impossible, for agency is always associated with some kind 
of body. If you take the instances of other kinds of effects such 
as the shoots of corn growing in the fields, it will be found that 
these had no intelligent agents behind them to create them. If it 
is said that these are also made by God, then you have an 
argument in a circle (< cakraka ), for this was the very matter which 
you sought to prove. 

Let it be granted for the sake of argument that God exists. 
Does his mere abstract existence produce the world? Well, in 
that case, the abstract existence of a potter may also create the 
world, for the abstract existence is the same in both cases. Does 
he produce the world by knowledge and will? Well, that is im¬ 
possible, for there cannot be any knowledge and will without a 
body. Does he produce the world by physical movement or any 
other kind of movement? In any case that is impossible, for there 
cannot be any movement without a body. If you suppose that 
he is omniscient, you may do so, but that does not prove that 
he can be all-creator. 

Let us again grant for the sake of argument that a bodiless 
God can create the world by his will and activity. Did he take 
to creation through a personal whim? In that case there would 
be no natural laws and order in the world. Did he take to it 
in accordance with the moral and immoral actions of men? Then 
he is guided by a moral order and is not independent. Is it 
through mercy that he took to creation? Well then, we suppose 
there should have been only happiness in the world and nothing 
else. If it is said that it is by the past actions of men that they 
suffer pains and enjoy pleasure, and if men are led to do vicious 
actions by past deeds which work like blind destiny, then such 
a blind destiny ( adrsta ) might take the place of God. If He took 
to creation as mere play, then he must be a child who did things 
without a purpose. If it was due to his desire of punishing certain 
people and favouring others, then he must harbour favouritism 
on behalf of some and hatred against others. If the creation took 
place simply through his own nature, then, w'hat is the good of 
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fitting him at all? You may rather say that the world < 
mto being out of its own nature. 

It is preposterous to suppose that one God without the help 
of any instruments or other accessories of any kind, could create 
this world. This is against all experience. 

Admitting for the sake of argument that such a God exists, 
you could never justify the adjectives with which you wish to 
qualify him. Thus you say that he is eternal. But since he has 
no body, he must be of the nature of intelligence and will. 
But this nature must have changed in diverse forms for the pro¬ 
duction of diverse kinds of worldly things, which are of so varied 
a nature. If there were no change in his knowledge and will, then 
there could not have been diverse kinds of creation and de¬ 
struction. Destruction and creation cannot be the result of one 
unchangeable will and knowledge. Moreover it is the character 
of knowledge to change, if the word is used in the sense in which 
knowledge is applied to human beings, and surely we are not 
aware of any other kind of knowledge. You say that God is 
omniscient, but it is difficult to suppose how he can have any 
knowledge at all, for as he has no organs he cannot have any 
perception, and since he cannot have any perception he cannot 
have any inference either. If it is said that without the supposi¬ 
tion of a God the variety of the world would be inexplicable, this 
also is not true, for this implication would only be justified if 
there were no other hypothesis left. But there are other supposi¬ 
tions also. Even without an omniscient God you could explain 
all things merely by the doctrine of moral order or the law of 
karma. If there were one God, there could be a society of Gods 
too. You say that if there were many Gods, then there would be 
quarrels and differences of opinion. This is like the story of 
a miser who for fear of incurring expenses left all his sons and 
wife and retired into the forest. When even ants and bees can 
co-operate together and act harmoniously, the supposition that it 
there were many Gods they would have fallen out, would indicate 
that in spite of all the virtues that you ascribe to God you think 
his nature to be quite unreliable, if not vicious. Thus in which¬ 
ever way one tries to justify the existence of God he finds that it 
is absolutely a hopeless task. The best way then is to dispense 
with the supposition altogether 1 . 

* See $addarlan<uamtucaja, Gunaratm on Jainism, pp. 115-114. 
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Moksa (emancipation). 



The motive which leads a man to strive for release (moksa) is 
the avoidance of pain and the attainment of happiness, for the 
state of mukti is the state of the soul in pure happiness. It is 
also a state of pure and infinite knowledge (anantajhana) and infi¬ 
nite perception (anantadarsana). In the samsara state on account 
of the karma veils this purity is sullied, and the veils are only worn 
out imperfectly and thus reveal this and that object at this and 
that time as ordinary knowledge (mati), testimony ( tru(a) y super¬ 
natural cognition, as in trance or hypnotism (avadhi), and direct 
knowledge of the thoughts of others or thought reading (manah- 
paryaya ). In the state of release however there is omniscience 
(kevala-jnand) and all things are simultaneously known to the 
perfect (kevalin) as they are. In the samsara stage the soul always 
acquires new qualities, and thus suffers a continual change though 
remaining the same in substance. But in the emancipated stage 
the changes that a soul suffers are all exactly the same, and thus 
it is that at this stage the soul appears to be the same in substance 
as well as in its qualities of infinite knowledge, etc., the change 
meaning in this state only the repetition of the same qualities. 

It may not be out of place to mention here that though the 
karmas of man are constantly determining him in various ways 
yet there is in him infinite capacity or power for right action 
(<anantavirya ), so that karma can never subdue this freedom and 
infinite capacity, though this may be suppressed from time to time 
by the influence of karma. It is thus that by an exercise of this 
power man can overcome all karma and become finally liberated. 
If man had not this anantavirya in him he might have been eter¬ 
nally under the sway of the accumulated karma which secured 
his bondage (< bandha ). But since man is the repository of this 
indomitable power the karmas can only throw obstacles and 
produce sufferings, but can never prevent him from attaining his 
highest good. 



CHAPTER VII 




THE KAPILA AND THE PATASfjALA SAMKHYA (YOGA) 1 . 

A Review. 

The examination of the two ancient NSstika schools of 
Buddhism and Jainism of two different types ought to convince 
us that serious philosophical speculations were indulged in, in 
circles other than those of the Upanisad sages. That certain 
practices known as Yoga were generally prevalent amongst the 
wise seems very probable, for these are not only alluded to in some 
of the Upanisads but were accepted by the two nastika schools 
of Buddhism and Jainism. Whether we look at them from the 
point of view of ethics or metaphysics, the two Nastika schools 
appear to have arisen out of a reaction against the sacrificial 
disciplines of the Brahinanas. Both these systems originated with 
the Ksattriyas and were marked by a strong aversion against the 
taking of animal life, and against the doctrine of offering animals 
at the sacrifices. 

The doctrine of the sacrifices supposed that a suitable com- 
bination of rites, rituals, and articles of sacrifice had the magical 
power of producing the desired effect—a shower of rain, the 
birth of a son, the routing of a huge army, etc. The sacrifices 
were enjoined generally not so much for any moral elev., .ion, as 
for the achievement of objects of practical welfare. The Vedas 
were the eternal revelations which were competent so to dictate 
a detailed procedure, that we could by following it proceed on a 
certain course of action and refrain from other injurious courses 
in such a manner that we might obtain the objects we desired 
by the accurate performance of any sacrifice. If we are to define 
truth in accordance with the philosophy of such a ritualistic 
culture we might say that, that alone is true, in accordance with 
which we may realize our objects in the world about us; the truth 
of Vedic injunctions is shown by the practical attainment of our 

1 This chapter is based on my Study of Patanjali, published by the Calcutta 
University, and my Yoga philosophy in relation to other Indian Systems of thought, 
awaiting publication with the same authority. The system has been treated in detail in 
those two works. 




^ch) Mi] Buddhism and Jainism My 

Truth cannot be determined a priori but depends upOrr 
the test of experience 1 . 

It is interesting to notice that Buddhism and Jainism though 
probably born out of a reactionary movement against this artificial 
creed, yet could not but be influenced by some of its fundamental 



principles which, whether distinctly formulated or not, were at y 
least tacitly implied in all sacrificial performances. (Thus we see \J 
that Buddhism regarded all production and destruction as being 
due to the assemblage of conditions, and defined truth as that 
which could produce any effect. But to such a logical extreme 
did the Buddhists carry these doctrines that they ended in 
formulating the doctrine of absolute momentariness 2 . Turning 
to the Jains we find that they also regarded the value of know¬ 
ledge as consisting in the help that it offers in securing what is 
good for us and avoiding what is evil; truth gives us such an 
account of things that on proceeding according to its directions 
we may verify it by actual experience. Proceeding on a correct 
estimate of things we may easily avail ourselves of what is good 
and avoid what is bad. The Jains also believed that changes 
were produced by the assemblage of conditions, but they did not 
carry this doctrine to its logical extreme. There was change in 
the world as well as permanence. The Buddhists had gone so 
far that they had even denied the existence of any permanent 
soul. The Jains said that no ultimate, one-sided and absolute 
view of things could be taken, and held that not only the happening 
of ev* ts was conditional, but even all our judgments, are true 
only i i a limited sense. This is indeed true for common sense, 
which we acknowledge as superior to mere a priori abstrac¬ 
tions, whidb lead to absolute and one-sided conclusions. By the 
assemolage of conditions, old qualities in things disappeared, new 
qualities came in, and a part remained permanent. But this 
common-sense view, though in agreement with our ordinary 
experience, could not satisfy our inner a pnon demands for 
finding out ultimate truth, which was true not relatively but 
absolutely. When asked whether anything was true, Jainism 


1 The philosophy of the Vedas as formulated by the Mlmamsa of Kurairila and 
Prabhakara holds the opposite view. Truth according to them is determined a priori j 
while error is determined by experience. 

2 Historically the doctrine of momentariness is probably prior to the doctrine of 
arthakriyakaritva . But the later Buddhists sought to prove that momentariness was 
the logical result of the doctrine of arthakriy&kantva. 
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would answer, M yes, this is true from this point of view, but 
untrue from that point of view, while that is also true from such 
a point of view and untrue from another. 5 ’ But such an answer 
cannot satisfy the mind which seeks to reach a definite pro¬ 
nouncement, an absolute judgment. 

The main departure of the systems of Jainism and Buddhism 
from the sacrificial creed consisted in this, that they tried to formu¬ 
late a theory of the universe, the reality and the position of sentient 
beings and more particularly of man. The sacrificial creed was 
busy with individual rituals and sacrifices, and cared for principles 
or maxims only so far as they were of use for the actual perform¬ 
ances of sacrifices. Again action with the newsystems did not mean 
sacrifice but any general action that we always perform. Actions 
were here considered bad or good according as they brought 
about our moral elevation or not. The followers of the sacrificial 
creed refrained from untruth not so much from a sense of personal 
degradation, but because the Vedas had dictated that untruth 
should not be spoken, and the Vedas must be obeyed. The 
sacrificial creed wanted more and more happiness here or in the 
other world. The systems of Buddhist and Jain philosophy turned 
their backs upon ordinary happiness and wanted an ultimate and 
unchangeable state where all pains and sorrows were for ever 
dissolved (Buddhism) or where infinite happiness, ever unshaken, 
was realized. A course of right conduct to be followed merely for 
the moral elevation of the person had no place in the sacrificial 
creed, for with it a course of right conduct could be followed 
only if it was so dictated in the Vedas. Karma and the fruit of 
karma ( kartnaphala ) only meant the karma of sacrifice and its 
fruits—temporary happiness, such as was produced as the fruit 
of sacrifices; knowledge with them meant only the knowledge of 
sacrifice and of the dictates of the Vedas. In the systems how¬ 
ever, karma, karmaphala, happiness, knowledge, all these were 
taken in their widest and most universal sense. Happiness or 
absolute extinctfbn of sorrow was still the goal, but this was no 
narrow sacrificial happiness but infinite and unchangeable happi¬ 
ness or destruction of sorrow; karma was still the way, but not 
sacrificial karma, for it meant all moral and immoral actions 
performed by us; knowledge here meant the knowledge of truth 
or reality and not the knowledge of sacrifice. 

Such an advance had however already begun in the Upa- 




Samkhya in the Upanisads 


§L 


which had anticipated the new systems in all these 
directions. The pioneers of these new systems probably drew 
their suggestions both from the sacrificial creed and from the 
Upanisads, and built their systems independently by their own 
rational thinking. But if the suggestions of the Upanisads were 
thus utilized by heretics who denied the authority of the Vedas, 
it was natural to expect that we should find in the Hindu camp 
such germs of rational thinking as might indicate an attempt to 
harmonize the suggestions of the Upanisads and of the sacrificial 
creed in such a manner as might lead to the construction of a con¬ 
sistent and well-worked system of thought. Our expectations are 
indeed fulfilled in the Samkhya philosophy, germs of which may 
be discovered in the Upanisads. 


The Germs of Samkhya in the Upanisads. 

It is indeed true that in the Upanisads there is a large number 
of texts that describe the ultimate reality as the Brahman, the 
infinite, knowledge, bliss, and speak of all else as mere changing 
forms and names. The word Brahman originally meant in the 
earliest Vedic literature, mantra , duly performed sacrifice, and 
also the power of sacrifice which could bring about the desired re¬ 
sult 1 . In many passages of the Upanisads this Brahman appears 
as the universal and supreme principle from which all others de¬ 
rived their powers. Such a Brahman is sought for in many passages 
for personal gain or welfare. But through a gradual process of 
development the conception of Brahman reached a superior level 
in which the reality and truth of the world are tacitly ignored, 
and the One, the infinite, knowledge, the real is regarded as the 
only Truth. This type of thought gradually developed into the 
monistic Vedanta as explained by Sankara. But there was 
another line of thought which was developing alongside of it, 
which regarded the world as having a reality and as being made 
up of water, fire, and earth. There are also passages in 6veta- 
Svatara and particularly in Maitrayani from which it appears 
that the Samkhya line of thought had considerably developed, and 
many of its technical terms were already in use*. But the date 
of Maitrayani has not yet been definitely settled, and the details 

1 See Hillebrandt’s article, “ Brahman ” (E. R. E.). 

1 Katha ill. io, v. 7. Sveta, v. 7, 8, 12, IV. 5, 1. 3. This has been dealt with in 
detail in my Yoga Philosophy in relation to other Indian Systems of Thought, in the first 
chapter. 
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found there are also not such that we can form a distinct notion 
of the Samkhya thought as it developed in the Upanisads. It is 
not improbable that at this stage of development it also gave 
some suggestions to Buddhism or Jainism, but the Samkhya-Yoga 
philosophy as we now get it is a system in which are found all 
the results of Buddhism and Jainism in such a manner that it 
unites the doctrine of permanence of the Upanisads with the 
doctrine of momentariness of the Buddhists and the doctrine of 
relativism of the Jains. 


Samkhya and Yoga Literature. 

The main exposition of the system of Samkhya and Yoga in 
this section has been based on the Samkhya karika , the Sam¬ 
khya sutras , and the Yoga sutras of Pataftjali with their commen¬ 
taries and sub-commentaries. The Samkhya karika (about 
200 A.D.) was written by ISvarakrsna. The account of Samkhya 
given by Caraka (78 A.D.) represents probably an earlier school and 
this has been treated separately. Vacaspati Mi^ra (ninth century 
A.D.) wrote a commentary on it known as. Tattvakaumudi. But 
before him Gaudapada and Raja wrote commentaries on the 
Samkhya karika\ Narayanatlrtha wrote his Candrika on Gauda- 
pada’s commentary. The Santkhya sutras which have been com¬ 
mented on by Vijftana Bhiksu (called Pravacanabhtisya) of the 
sixteenth century seems to be a work of some unknown author 
after the ninth century. Aniruddha of the latter half of the 
fifteenth century was the first man to write a commentary on the 
Samkhya sutras. Vijftana Bhiksu wrote also another elementary 
work on Samkhya known as Samkhyasdra. Another short work 
of late origin is Tattvasamasa (probably fourteenth century). Two 
other works on Samkhya, viz. Simananda’s Sanikhyatattvavivecana 
and Bhavagane^a’s Sdmkhyatattvayatharthyadipana (both later 
than Vijflanabhiksu) of real philosophical value have also been 
freely consulted. Pataftjali’s Yoga sutra (not earlier than 147 B.C.) 
was commented on by Vyasa (400 A.D.) and Vyasa’s bhasya 
commented on by Vacaspati Mi£ra is called Tattvavaisaradi , 
by Vijftana Bhiksu Yogavarttika , by Bhoja in the tenth century 
Bhojavrttiy and by Nage£a (seventeenth century) Chdydvytlkhyd. 

1 I suppose that Raja’s commentary on the JCdrikA was the same as Rdjavdrttika 
quoted by Vacaspati. Raja’s commentary on the Karika has been referred to by 
Jayanta in his NyiiyamaHjari, p. 109. This book is probably now lost. 
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^laongst the modern works to which I owe an obligation I may 
mention the two treatises Mechanical,physical and chemical theories 


of the A ncientHindus and the Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus 
by DrB.N.Seal and my two works onYogaStudyofPatanjali pub¬ 
lished by the Calcutta University, and Yoga Philosophy in relation 
to other Indian Systems of Thought which is shortly to be published, 
and my Natural Philosophy of the Ancient Hindus , awaiting publi¬ 


cation with the Calcutta University. 

Gunaratna mentions two other authoritative Samkhya works, 
viz. Mdtharabhzisya and Atreyatantra. Of these the second is 
probably the same as Caraka’s treatment of Samkhya,.for we know 
that the sage Atri is the speaker in Caraka’s work and for that it 
was called Atreyasamhita or Atreyatantra . Nothing is known 


of the Matharabhasya 1 . 


An Early School of Samkhya. 

It is important for the history of Samkhya philosophy that 
Caraka’s treatment of it, which so far as I know has never been 
dealt with in any of the modem studies of Samkhya, should 
be brought before the notice of the students of this philosophy. 
According to Caraka there are six elements (< dhatus ), viz. the 
five elements such as aka£a, vayu etc. and cetanS, called also 
purusa. From other points of view, the categories may be said to 
be twenty-four only, viz. the ten senses (five cognitive and five 
conative), manas, the five objects of senses and the eightfold 
prakrti (prakrti, mahat, ahamkara and the five elements)*. The 
manas works through the senses. It is atomic and its existence 
is proved by the fact that in spite of the existence of the senses 
there cannot be any knowledge unless manas is in touch with 
them. There are two movements of manas as indeterminate 
sensing {uha) and conceiving(vicara) before definite understanding 
(buddhi) arises. Each of the five senses is the product of the 
combination of five elements but the auditory sense is made with 
a preponderance of aka£a, the sense of touch with a preponderance 

1 Readers unacquainted with Samkhya*Yoga may omit the following three sections 
at the time of first reading. 

2 Purusa is here excluded from the list. Cakrapafli, the commentator, says that 
the prakrti and purusa both being unmanifested, the two together have been counted 

as one. PrakrtivyatiriktaUcodOsinam purusamavyaktatvcuddharmydt avyaktdydm 
prakrldveva praksipya avyaktafabdenaiva grhndti. Harinatha ViSarada s edition of 
Caraka , Sartra, p. 4. 
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air, the visual sense with a preponderance of light, the taste with 
a preponderance of water and the sense of smell with a preponder¬ 
ance of earth. Caraka does not mention the tanmatras at all 1 . The 
conglomeration of the sense-objects ( indriyarthd) or gross matter, 
the ten senses, manas, the five subtle bhutas and prakrti, mahat 
and ahamkara taking place through rajas make up what we call 
man. When the sattva is at its height this conglomeration ceases. 
All karma, the fruit of karma, cognition, pleasure, pain, ignorance, 
life and death belongs to this conglomeration. But there is also 
the purusa, for had it not been so there would be no birth, death, 
bondage, or salvation. If the atman were not regarded as cause, 
all illuminations of cognition would be without any reason. If a 
] permanent self were not recognized, then for the work of one 
| others would be responsible. This purusa,called also paramatmcin, 
is beginningless and it has no cause beyond itself. The self is in 
itself without consciousness. Consciousness can only come to it 
through its connection with the sense organs and manas. By 
ignorance, will,antipathy, and work, this conglomeration of purusa 
and the other elements takes place. Knowledge, feeling, or action, 
cannot be produced without this combination. All positive effects 
are due to conglomerations of causes and not by a single cause, but 
all destruction comes naturally and without cause. That which 
is eternal is never the product of anything. Caraka identifies the 
avyakta part of prakrti with purusa as forming one category. 
The vikara or evolutionary products of prakrti are called ksetra, 
whereas the avyakta part of prakrti is regarded as the ksetrajfla 
(avyaktamasya ksetrasya ksetrajnamrsayo viduh). This avyakta 
and cetana are one and the same entity. From this unmanifested 
prakrti or cetana is derived the buddhi, and from the buddhi is 
derived the ego ( ahamkara ) and from the ahamkara the five 
elements and the senses are produced, and when this production 
is complete, we say that creation has taken place. At the time 
of pralaya (periodical cosmic dissolution) all the evolutes return 
back to prakrti, and thus become unmanifest with it, whereas at the 
time of a new creation from the purusa the unmanifest {avyakta), 
all the manifested forms—the evolutes of buddhi, ahamkara, etc.— 

1 But some sort of subtle matter, different from gross matter, is referred to as 
forming part of prakrti which. is regarded as having eight elements in it (prakrtifcd- 
ftadtetuki), viz. avyakta, mahat, ahaipkara, and five other elements. In addition to these 
elements forming part of the prakrti we hear of indriyartha, the five sense objects 
which have evolved out of the prakrti. 
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^ . This cycle of births or rebirths or of dissolution 

newcreation acts through the influence of rajas and tamas, and 
so those who can get rid of these two will never again suffer this 
revolution in a cycle.) The jnanas can only become active in asso¬ 
ciation with the self, which is the real agent. This self of itself takes 
rebirth in all kinds of lives according to its own wish, undeter¬ 
mined by anyone else. It works according to its own free will 
and reaps the fruits of its karma Though all the souls are pervasive, 
yet they can only perceive in particular bodies where they are 
associated with their own specific senses. All pleasures and pains 
are felt by the conglomeration (raft), and not by the atman pre¬ 
siding over it From the enjoyment and suffering of pleasure and 
pain comes desire ( trsna ) consisting of wish and antipathy, and 
from desire again comes pleasure and pain. Moksa meanscomplete 
cessation of pleasure and pain, arising through the association 
of the self with the manas, the sense, and sense-objects. Ifjb» 
manas is settled steadily in the self, it is the state of yoga when 
there is neither pleasure nor pain. When true knowledge dawns 
that "all are produced by causes, are transitory, rise of them¬ 
selves, but are not produced by the self and are sorrow, and dq 
not belong to me the self,” the self transcends all. This is the last 
renunciation when all affections and knowledge become finally 
extinct. There remains no indication of any positive existence 
of the self at this time, and the self can no longer be perceived*. 
It is the state of Brahman. Those who know Brahman call this 
state the Brahman, which is eternal and absolutely devoid of any 
characteristic. This state is spoken of by the Samkhyas as their 
goal, and also that of the Yogins.(When rajas and tamas are 
rooted out and the karma of the past whose fruits have to be 
enjoyed are exhausted, and there is no new karma and new birth, 


1 This passage has been differently explained in a commentary previous to Cakra- 
pani as meaning that at the time of death these resolve back into the prakrt:i--the 
puiusa —and at the time of rebirth they become manifest again. See Cakrapani on 

darira, I. 46. . „ , 

* Though this state is called brahmabhuta, it is not in any sense like the Brahman 
of Vedanta which is of the nature of pure being, pure intelligence and pure bliss. This 
indescribable state is more like absolute annihilation without any sign of existence 
[alakfanam), resembling Nagarjuna’s Nirvana. Thus Caraka writes i—tasmimharama- 
sannydse samuldhsarvavtdanah cuamjMjMnavijHdnd nivrtlim y&ntyahfatahatah- 
paratn brahmabhiUo bhutatmd nopalabhyatc nihsrtah sarvabh&vtbhyak cihnam yasya 
na vidyate. gatirbrahmavidtlm brahma taccakforamalakfanam. Caraka , Sdrtra 1. 
9&-100. 
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state of moksa comes about.) Various kinds of moral en¬ 
deavours in the shape of associatidfi with good people, abandoning 
of desires, determined attempts at discovering the truth with fixed 
attention, are spoken of as indispensable means. Truth (tattva) 
thus discovered should be recalled again and again 1 and this will 
ultimately effect the disunion of the body with the self. As the 
self is avyakta (unmanifested) and has no specific nature or 
character, this state can only be described as absolute cessation 
(mokse n ivrttirnihsesa). 

The main features of the Samkhya doctrine as given by Caraka 
are thus: I. Purusa is the state of avyakta. 2. By a conglomera- 
of this avyakta with its later products a conglomeration is formed 
which generates the so-called living being. 3. The tanmatras are 
not mentioned. 4. Rajas and tamas represent the bad states of 
the mind and sattva the good ones. 5. The ultimate state of 
emancipation is either absolute annihilation or characterless abso¬ 
lute existence and it is spoken of as the Brahman state; there is 
no consciousness in this state, for consciousness is due to the con¬ 
glomeration of the self with its evolutes, buddhi, ahamkara etc. 
6. The senses are formed of matter (bhautika). 

This account of Samkhya agrees with the system of Samkhya 
propounded by PaftcaSikha (who is said to be the direct pupil of 
Asuri the pupil of Kapila, the founder of the system) in the 
Mahabharata XII. 219. Paficaj>ikha of course does not describe 
the system as elaborately as Caraka does. But even from what 
little he says it may be supposed that the system of Samkhya 
he sketches is the same as that of Caraka 2 . PaftcaSikha speaks 
of the ultimate truth as being avyakta (a term applied in all 
Samkhya literature to prakrti) in the state of purusa ( purusa - 
yastharnavyaktam ). If man is the product of a mere combination 
of the different elements, then one may assume that all ceases 
with death. Caraka in answer to such an objection introduces a 
discussion, in which he tries to establish the existence of a self as 
the postulate of all our duties and sense of moral responsibility. 
The same discussion occurs in Paftcasikha also, and the proofs 


1 Four causes are spoken of here as being causes of memory: (i) Thinking of the 
cause leads to the remembering of the effect, (7) by similarity, (3) by opposite things, 
and (4) by acute attempt to remember. 

2 Some European scholars have experienced great difficulty in accepting Pafl- 
caiikha’s doctrine as a genuine Samkhya doctrine. This may probably be due to the 
fact that the Samkhya doctrines sketched in Caraka did not attract their notice. 
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: existence of the self are also the same. Like Caraka 
Paftcaiikha also says that all consciousness is due to the conditions 
of the conglomeration of our physical body mind, and the 
element of “cetas ” They are mutually independent, and by such 
independence carry on the process of life and work. None of the 
phenomena produced by such a conglomeration are self. All our 
suffering comes in because we think these to be the self. Moksa 
is realized when we can practise absolute renunciation of these 
phenomena. The gunas described by Paftca^ikha are the different 
kinds of good and bad qualities of the mind as Caraka has it. 
The state of the conglomeration is spoken of as the ksetra, as 
Caraka says, and there is no annihilation or eternality; and the 
last state is described as being like that when all rivers lose 
themselves in the ocean and it is called alinga (without any 
characteristic)—a term reserved for prakrti in later Samkhya. 
This state is attainable by the doctrine of ultimate renuncia¬ 
tion which is also called the doctrine of complete destruction 


(, samyagbadha ). 

Gunaratna (fourteenth century A.D.), a commentator of Sad - 
darsanasamuccaya , mentions tw° schools of Samkhya, the 
Maulikya (original) and the Uttara or (later) 1 . Of these the 
doctrine of the Maulikya Samkhya is said to be that which 
believed that there was a separate pradhana for each atman 
(maulikyasanikhya hyatmanamatmanam prati prthak pradhdnatn 
vadanti). This seems to be a reference to the Samkhya doctrine 
I have just sketched. I am therefore disposed to think that this 
represents the earliest systematic doctrine of Samkhya. 

In Mahabharata XII. 318 three schools of Samkhya are 
mentioned, viz. those who admitted twenty-four categories (the 
school I have sketched above), those who admitted twenty- 
five (the well-known orthodox Samkhya system) and those who 
admitted twenty-six categories. This last school admitted a 
supreme being in addition to purusa and this was the twenty-sixth 
principle. This agrees with the orthodox Yoga system and the 
form of Samkhya advocated in the Mah&bh&rata . The schools of 
Samkhya of twenty-four and twenty-five categories are here 
denounced as unsatisfactory. Doctrines similar to the school of 
Samkhya we have sketched above are referred to in some of the 


1 Gunaratna’s Tarkarahasyadipika. , p. 99. 
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ither chapters of the Mahabharala (XII. 203, 204). The self 
apart from the body is described as the moon of the new moon 
day; it is said that as Rahu (the shadow on the sun during an 
eclipse) cannot be seen apart from the sun, so the self cannot be 
seen apart from the body. The seifs (Jaririnah) are spoken of as 
manifesting from prakrti. 

We do not know anything about Asuri the direct disciple 
of Kapila 1 * 3 . But it seems probable that the system of Samkhya 
we have sketched here which appears in fundamentally the same 
form in the Mahabkarata and has been attributed there to Paft- 
ca£ikha is probably the earliest form of Samkhya available to us 
in a systematic form. Not only does Gunaratna’s reference to the 
school of Maulikya Samkhya justify it, but the fact that Caraka 
(78 A.D.) does not refer to the Samkhya as described by fevarak- 
rsna and referred to in other parts of Makabhdrata is a definite 
proof that I^varakrsna’s Samkhya is a later modification, which 
was either non-existent in Caraka’s time or was not regarded as 


an authoritative old Samkhya view. 

Wassilief says quoting Tibetan sources that Vindhyavasin al¬ 
tered the Samkhya according to his own views*. Takakusu thinks 
that Vindhyavasin was a title of J^varakrsna* and Garbe holds that 
the date of I^varakrsna was about 100 A.D. It seems to be a very 
plausible view that l£varakrsna was indebted for his karikas to 
another work, which was probably written in a style different 
from what he employs. The seventh verse of his Karika seems to 
be in purport the same as a passage which is found quoted in the 


1 A verse attributed to Asuri is quoted by Gunaratna (Tarkarahasyadipikd t p. 104). 
The purport of this verse is that when buddhi is transformed in a particular manner, 
it (puru§a) has experience. It is like the reflection of the moon in transparent water, 

a Vassilief’s Baddkismus , p. 140. 

3 Takakusu’s “A study of Paramartha’s life of Vasubandhu,” J. R . A. S- } 1905* 
This identification by Takakusu, however, appears to be extremely doubtful, for 
Gtuparatna mentions I£varakr§na and Vindhyavasin as two different authorities ( 1'arka- 
rahesyadipikd , pp. 10a and 104). The verse quoted from Vindhyavasin (p. 104) in 
anu§tubh metre cannot be traced as belonging to I^varakrapa. It appears that Uvara- 
krsna wrote two books; one is the Samkhya kdrikd and another an independent work 
on S&ipkhya, a line from which, quoted by Gunaratna, stands as follows: 

“ PratiniycUddhyccvas&yah irotrddisamuttha adhyaksam ” (p. 108). 

If Vacaspati’s interpretation of the classification of anumana in his Tattvakaumudi 
be considered to be a correct explanation of S&mkhya kdrikd then I 4 varakr$na must be 
a different person from Vindhyavasin whose views on anumana as referred to in 
Slokavdrttika, p. 393, are altogether different. But Vacaspati’s own statement in the 
THUparyyaiikd (pp. 109 and 131) shows that his treatment there was not faithful. 
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^^jdhasya of Patafijali the grammarian (147 B.C.) 1 . The subjec 
of the two passages are the enumeration of reasons which frustrate 
visual perception. This however is not a doctrine concerned with 
the strictly technical part of Samkhya, and it is just possible 
that the book from which Patafijali quoted the passage, and which 
was probably paraphrased in the Arya metre by I^varakrsna 
was not a Samkhya book at all. But though the subject of the 
verse is not one of the strictly technical parts of Samkhya, yet 
since such an enumeration is not seen in any other system of 
Indian philosophy, and as it has some special bearing as a safe¬ 
guard against certain objections against the Samkhya doctrine of 
prakrti, the natural and plausible supposition is that it was the 
verse of a Samkhya book which was paraphrased by ISvarakrsiia. 

The earliest descriptions of a Samkhya which agrees with 
ISvarakrsna’s Samkhya (but with an addition of ISvara) are to be 
found in Patafijali^ Yoga sutras and in the Mahabharata ; but we 
are pretty certain that the Samkhya of Caraka we have sketched 
here was known to Patafijali, for in Yoga sutra I. 19 a reference is 


Djecr 


made to a view of Samkhya similar to this. 

From the point of view of history of philosophy the Samkhya 
of Caraka and Paftca£ikha is very important; for it shows a 
transitional stage of thought between the Upanisad ideas and 
the orthodox Samkhya doctrine as represented by Isvarakrsna. 
On the one hand its doctrine that the senses are material, and 
that effects are produced only as a result of collocations, and that 
the purusa is unconscious, brings it in close relation with Nyaya, 
and on the other its connections with Buddhism seem to be nearer 


than the orthodox S&mkhya. 

We hear of a SastitantraSdstra as being one of the oldest Sam¬ 
khya works. This is described in the Akirbudhnya Samhitd as 
containing two books of thirty-two and twenty-eight chapters . 
A quotation from Rajavartiika (a work about which there is no 
definite information) in Vacaspati Mirra’s commentary on the 
Samkhya karika(j2) says that it was called the Sastitantra because 
it dealt with the existence of prakrti, its oneness, its difference 
from purusas, its purposefulness for purusas, the multiplicity of 
purusas, connection and separation from purusas, the evolution of 


1 Patafijali’s Mahabhasya, IV. I. 3 - Atisannikarfddotiviprakar?6t mufttyantara ■ 
vyavadh&nCit tamasdvrtatv&t indriyadaurualy&datipram&d&t , etc. (Benares edition.) 

2 Akirbudhnya Sarjihita, pp. 108, no. 
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te categories, the inactivityof the purusas and the five viparyyayas, 
nine tustis, the defects of organs of twenty-eight kinds, and the 
eight siddhis 1 . 

But the content of the Sastitantra as given in Ahirbudhnya 
Samkitais different from it,and itappearsfrom it that the Samkhya 
of the Sastitantra referred to in the Ahirbudhnya Samhita was of 
a theistic character resembling the doctrine of the Paftcaratra 
Vaisnavas and the Ahirbudhnya Samhita says that Kapila’s 
theory of Samkhya was a Vaisnava one. Vijftana Bhiksu, the 
greatest expounder of Samkhya, says in many places of his work 
VijhandmrtaBhasya that Samkhya was originally theistic, and that 
the atheistic Samkhya is only a praudhivada (an exaggerated 
attempt to show that no supposition of I6vara is necessary to 
explain the world process) though the Mahabharata points out 
that the difference between Samkhya and Yoga is this, that the 
former is atheistic, while the latter is theistic. The discrepancy 
between the two accounts of Sastitantra suggests that the original 
Sastitantra as referred to in the Ahirbudhnya Samhita was sub¬ 
sequently revised and considerably changed. This supposition is 
corroborated by the fact that Gunaratna does not mention among 
the important Samkhya works Sastitantra but Sastitantroddhdra 


1 The doctrine of the viparyyaya , t-usti, defects of organs, and the siddhi are men¬ 
tioned in the K&rikQ, of Bvarakrspa, but I have omitted them in my account of 
Sarpkhya as these have little philosophical importance. The viparyyaya (false know¬ 
ledge) are five, viz. avidya (ignorance), asmita (egoism), raga (attachment), dvesa (anti¬ 
pathy), abhiniveSa (self-love), which are also called tamo, moha, tnak&moha, tamisrd, 
and andhat&mtira . These are of nine kinds of tusti, such as the idea that no exertion 
is necessary, since prakrti will herself bring our salvation (ambhas), that it is not 
necessary to meditate, for it is enough if we renounce the householder’s life {saltla), 
that there is no hurry, salvation will come in time (megha), that salvation will be 
worked out by fate (bhdgya), and the contentment leading to renunciation proceeding 
from five kinds of causes, e.g. the troubles of earning (para), the troubles of protecting 
the earned money ( supara ), the natural waste of things earned by enjoyment (pant- 
para), increase of desires leading to greater disappointments ( anuttamdmbkas ), all gain 
leads to the injury of others ( uttamdmbhas ). This renunciation proceeds from external 
considerations with those who consider prakrti and its evolutes as the self. The 
siddhis or ways of success are eight in number, viz. (i) reading of scriptures (tdra), 
(-2) enquiry into their meaning (sutdra), (3) proper reasoning (tareddra), (4) corrobo¬ 
rating one’s own ideas with the ideas of the teachers and other workers of the same 
field ( ramyaka ), (5) clearance of the mind by long-continued practice (sadamudita). 
The three other siddhis called pramoda, mudita, and modamana lead directly to the 
separation of the prakrti from the purusa. The twenty-eight sense defects are the 
eleven defects of the eleven senses and seventeen kinds of defects of the understanding 
corresponding to the absence of siddhis and the presence of tustis. The viparyyayas, 
tustis and the defects of the organs are hindrances in the way of the achievement of 
the Samkhya goal. 



Changes in the Samkhya doctrine 

edition of Sastitantra )*. Probably the earlier Sastitan 
^WSslost even before Vacaspati’s time. 

If we believe the Sastitantra referred to in the Akirbudhnya 
Samhita to be in all essential parts the same work which was 
composed by Kapila and based faithfully on his teachings, then it 
has to be assumed that Kapila’s Samkhya was theistic 3 . It seems 
probable that his disciple Asuri tried to popularise it. But it seems 
that a great change occurred when Paftcaiikha the disciple of 
Asuri came to deal with it. For we know that his doctrine 
differed from the traditional one in many important respects. It 
is said in Samkhya karika (70) that the literature was divided by 
him into many parts {tena bahudhakrtam tantram). The exact 
meaning of this reference is difficult to guess. It might mean that 
the original Sastitantra was rewritten by him in various treatises. 
It is a well-known fact that most of the schools of Vaisnavas 
accepted the form of cosmology which is the same in most essen¬ 
tial parts as the Samkhya cosmology.^ This justifies the assump¬ 
tion that Kapila’s doctrine was probably theistic. But there are 
a few other points of difference between the Kapila and the 
PStaftjala Samkhya (Yoga). The only supposition that may 
be ventured is that Paftca&kha probably modified Kapila’s 
work in an atheistic way and passed it as Kapila’s work. If this 
supposition is held reasonable, then we have three strata of 
Samkhya, first a theistic one, the details of which are lost, but 
which is kept in a modified form by the Patafljala school of Sam- 
khya, second an atheistic one as represented by Paftca£ikha, and 
a third atheistic modification as the orthodox Samkhya system. 
An important change in the Samkhya doctrine seems to have 
been introduced by Vijfiana Bhiksu (sixteenth century A.D.) by his 
treatment of gunas as types of reals. I have myself accepted this 
interpretation of Samkhya as the most rational and philosophical 
one, and have therefore followed it in giving a connected system 
of the accepted Kapila and the Patafljala school of Samkhya. But 
it must be pointed out that originally the notion of gunas was 
applied to different types of good and bad mental states, and then 
they were supposed in some mysterious way by mutual increase 
and decrease to form the objective w r orld on the one hand and the 

1 Tarkarahasyadipikd', p. 109. 

9 evam sadhimtakam prahuh tar fra mik mdnavdh samkhyam samkhy&tmakatvdcca 
kapilildibhirucyate. Matsyapurdna , IV. 38. 
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ity of human psychosis on the other. A systematic expla¬ 
nation of the gunas was attempted in two different lines by 
VijftSna Bhiksu and the Vaisnava writer Venkata 1 . As the Yoga 
philosophy compiled by Patafijali and commented on by Vyasa, 
Vacaspati and Vijfiana Bhiksu, agree with the Samkhya doctrine 
as explained by Vacaspati and Vijfiana Bhiksu in most points I 
have preferred to call them the Kapila and the Pataftjala schools 
of Samkhya and have treated them together—a principle which 
was followed by Haribhadra in his Saddarsanasamuccaya. 

The other important Samkhya teachers mentioned by Gauda- 
pada are Sanaka, Sananda, Sanatana and Vodhu. Nothing is 
Known about their historicity or doctrines. 


Saipkhya karika, Saipkhya sutra, Vacaspati Mi&ra and 
Vijftana Bhiksu. 

A word of explanation is necessary as regards my inter¬ 
pretation of the Samkhya-Yoga system. The Samkhya karika is 
the oldest Samkhya text on which we have commentaries by 
later writers. The Samkhya sutra was not referred to by any 
writer until it was commented upon by Aniruddha (fifteenth 
century A.D.). Even Gunaratna of the fourteenth century a.d. who 
made allusions to a number of Samkhya works, did not make any 
reference to the Samkhya sutra , and no other writer who is known 
to have flourished before Gunaratna seems to have made any 
reference to the Samkhya sutra . The natural conclusion therefore 
is that these sutras were probably written some time after 
the fourteenth century. But there is no positive evidence to 
prove that it was so late a work as the fifteenth century. It is 
said at the end of the Samkhya karika of Isvarakrsna that the 
karikas give an exposition of the Samkhya doctrine excluding 
the refutations of the doctrines of other people and excluding the 
parables attached to the original Samkhya works—the Sastitan - 
trasastra. The Samkhya sutras contain refutations of other doc¬ 
trines and also a number of parables. It is not improbable that 
these were collected from some earlier Samkhya work which is 
now lost to us. It may be that it was done from some later edition 
of the SastitantraSastra (Sastitantroddhara as mentioned by 

1 Venkata’s philosophy will be dealt with in the second volume of the present 
work. 
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aratna), but this is a mere conjecture. There is no reason to 
suppose that the Samkhya doctrine found in the sutras differs in 
any important way from the Samkhya doctrine as found in the 
Samkhya karika. The only point of importance is this, that the 
Samkhya sutras hold that when the Upanisads spoke of one ab¬ 
solute pure intelligence they meant to speak of unity as involved 
in the class of intelligent purusas as distinct from the class of 
the gunas. As all purusas were of the nature of pure intelligence, 
they were spoken of in the Upanisads as one, for they all form 
the category or class of pure intelligence, and hence may in some 
sense be regarded as one. This compromise cannot be found in 
the Samkhya karika. This is, however, a case of omission and not 
of difference. Vijfiana Bhiksu, the commentator of the Sam - 
khya sutra y was more inclined to theistic Samkhya or Yoga than 
to atheistic Samkhya This is proved by his own remarks in 
his Samkkyapravacanabhdsya y Yogavdrttika y and Vijn&namrta- 
bhasya (an independent commentary on the Brahmasutras of 
Badarayana on theistic Samkhya lines). (Vijfiana Bhiksu’s own; 
view could not properly be called a thorough Yoga view, for he 
agreed more with the views of the Samkhya doctrine of the 
Puranas, where both the diverse purusas and the prakrti are said 
to be merged in the end in I^vara, by whose will the creative \ 
process again began in the prakrti at the end of each pralayaJ 
He could not avoid the distinctively atheistic arguments of the 
Samkhya sutras , but he remarked that these were used only with 
a view to showing that the Samkhya system gave such a rational 
explanation that even without the intervention of an ISvara it could 
explain all facts. Vijfiana Bhiksu in his interpretation of Samkhya 
differed on many points from those of Vacaspati, and it is difficult 
to say who is right Vijfiana Bhiksu has this advantage that 
he has boldly tried to give interpretations on some difficult points 
on which Vacaspati remained silent. I refer principally to the 
nature of the conception of the gunas, which I believe is the most 
important thing in Samkhya. Vijft 5 na Bhiksu described the 
gunas as reals or super-subtle substances, but Vacaspati and 
Gaudapada (the other commentator of the Samkhya karika ) 
remained silent on the point. There is nothing, however, in their 
interpretations which would militate against the interpretation of 
Vijfiana Bhiksu, but yet while they were silent as to any definite 
explanations regarding the nature of the gunas, Bhiksu definitely 
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came forward with a very satisfactory and rational interpretation 
of their nature. 

Since no definite explanation of the gunas is found in any 
other work before Bhik.su, it is quite probable that this matter 
may not have been definitely worked out before. Neither Caraka 
nor the Mahabhdrata explains the nature of the gunas. But 
Bhiksu’s interpretation suits exceedingly well all that is known 
of the manifestations and the workings of the gunas in all early 
documents. I have therefore accepted the interpretation of Bhiksu 
in giving my account of the nature of the gunas. The Kdrikd 
speaks of the gunas as being of the nature of pleasure, pain, and 
dullness ( sattva, rajas and tamas). It also describes sattva as 
being light and illuminating, rajas as of the nature of energy and 
causing motion, and tamas as heavy and obstructing. Vacaspati 
merely paraphrases this statement of theKarika but does not enter 
into any further explanations. Bhiksu’s interpretation fits in well 
with all that is known of the gunas, though it is quite possible 
that this view might not have been known before, and when the 
original Samkhya doctrine was formulated there was a real vague¬ 
ness as to the conception of the gunas. 

There are some other points in which Bhiksu’s interpretation 
differs from that of Vacaspati. The most important of these may 
be mentioned here. The first is the nature of the connection of 
the buddhi states with the purusa. Vacaspati holds that there is 
no contact (samyogd) of any buddhi state with the purusa but that 
a reflection of the purusa is caught in the state of buddhi by 
virtue of which the buddhi state becomes intelligized and trans¬ 
formed into consciousness. But this view is open to the objection 
that it does not explain how the purusa can be said to be the 
experiencer of the conscious states of the buddhi, for its reflection 
in the buddhi is merely an image, and there cannot be an ex¬ 
perience (bhogd) on the basis of that image alone without any 
actual connection of the purusa with the buddhi. The answer of 
Vacaspati Miira is that there is no contact of the two in space 
and time, but that their proximity {sannidhi) means only a specific 
kind of fitness ( yogyatd ) by virtue of which the purusa, though it 
remains aloof, is yet felt to be united and identified in the buddhi, 
and as a result of that the states of the buddhi appear as ascribed 
to a person. Vijftana Bhiksu differs from Vacaspati and says that 
if such a special kind of fitness be admitted, then there is no 
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of such a fitness at the time 
of emancipation, and thus there would be no emancipation at all, 
for the fitness being in the purusa, he could not be divested of it, 
and he would continue to enjoy the experiences represented in 
the buddhj for ever. Vijftana Bhiksu thus holds that there is a 
real contact of the purusa with the buddhi state in any cognitive 
state. Such a contact of the purusa and the buddhi does not 
necessarily mean that the former will be liable to change on 
account of it, for contact and change are not synonymous. Change 
means the rise of new qualities. It is the buddhi which suffers 
changes, and when these changes are reflected in the purusa, there 
is the notion of a person or experiencer in the purusa, and when 
the purusa is reflected back in the buddhi the buddhi state appears 
as a conscious state. The second, is the difference between 
Vacaspati and Bhiksu as regards the nature of the perceptual 
process. Bhiksu thinks that the senses can directly perceive the 
determinate qualities of things without any intervention of manas, 
whereas Vacaspati ascribes to manas the power of arranging the 
sense-data in a definite order and of making the indeterminate 
sense-data determinate. With him the first stage of cognition is 
the stage when indeterminate sense materials are first presented, at 
the next stage there is assimilation, differentiation, and association 
by which the indeterminate materials are ordered and classified 
by the activity of manas called samkalpa which coordinates the 
indeterminate sense materials into determinate perceptual and 
conceptual forms as class notions with particular characteristics. 
Bhiksu who supposes that the determinate character of things is 
directly perceived by the senses has necessarily to assign a sub¬ 
ordinate position to manas as being only the faculty of desire, 
doubt, and imagination. 

It may not be out of place to mention here that there are 
one or two passages in Vacaspatfs commentary on the Sdmkkya 
karika which seem to suggest that he considered the ego (aham- 
kdra) as producing the subjective series of the senses and the 
objective series of the external world by a sort of desire or will, 
but he did not work out this doctrine, and it is therefore not 
necessary to enlarge upon it. There is also a difference of view 
with regard to the evolution of the tanmatras from the mahat; 
for contrary to the view of Vyasabhasya and Vijftana Bhiksu etc. 
Vacaspati holds that from the mahat there was ahamkara and 
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irom ahamkara the tanmatras 1 * 3 4 * 6 * . VijflanaBhiksu however holds that 
both the separation of ahamkara and the evolution of the tanmatras 
take place in the mahat, and as this appeared to me to be more 
reasonable, I have followed this interpretation. There are some 
other minor points of difference about the Yoga doctrines between 
Vacaspati and Bhiksu which are not of much philosophical 


Yoga and Patahjali. 

The word yoga occurs in the Rg-Veda in various senses such 
as yoking or harnessing, achieving the unachieved, connection, 
and the like. The sense of yoking is not so frequent as the 
other senses; but it is nevertheless true that the word was 
used in this sense in Rg-Veda and in such later Vedic works as 
the Satapatha Brahmana and the BrhadSranyaka Upanisad*. The 
word has another derivative “ yugya” in later Sanskrit literature*. 

With the growth of religious and philosophical ideas in the 
Rg-Veda, we find that the religious austerities were generally very 
much valued. Tapas (asceticism) and brahmacarya (the holy vow 
of celibacy and life-long study) were regarded as greatest virtues 
and considered as being productive of the highest power*. 

As these ideas of asceticism and self-control grew the force 
of the flying passions was felt to be as uncontrollable as that of 
a spirited steed, and thus the word yoga which was originally 
applied to the control of steeds began to be applied to the control 


of the senses®. 

In Panini’s time the word yoga had attained its technical 
meaning, and he distinguished this root “yuj samddkau {yuj 
in the sense of concentration) from “yujir yoge” (root yujir in 
the sense of connecting). Yuj in the first sense is seldom used as 
a verb. It is more or less an imaginary root for the etymological 
derivation of the word yoga 8 . 


1 See my Study of Patanjali> p. 60 fl. 

a Compare R.V. 1. 34. 9/vn. 67. 8 /iit. 27. n/x. 30. n/x. 114. 9/iv. 24. 4/1. 5. 
3/1. 30. 7; Satapatha Brahmana 14. 7. 1. 11. 

3 It is probably an old word of the Aryan stock; compare German Joch, A.S. 
geoc, Latin jugum. 

4 See Chandogya III. 17. 4; Brh. I. ft. 6; Brh. III. 8. 10; Taitt. 1. 9. i/in. 2. ijlll. 

3. i ; Taitt. Brah. 11. 2. 3. 3; R.V. x. 129; Satap. Brah. XI. 5- *- 

6 Katha III. 4, indriyani hay ana huh vuayalr.^ugocaran. The senses are the horses 
and whatever they grasp are their objects. Maitr. 2. 6. Karmendriyanyasya hay ah 

the conative senses are its horses. 

8 Yugyah is used from the root of yujir yoge and not from yuja samddkau. A con¬ 
sideration of Panini’s rule “Tadasya brahmaearyamf v. i. 94 shows that not only 
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the Bhagavadgita, we find that the word yoga has been 
~used not only in conformity with the root “ yuj-samadkau ” but 
also with 4 ‘ yujiryoge” This has been the source of some confu¬ 
sion to the readers of the Bhagavadgita. “Yogin” in the sense 
of a person who has lost himself in meditation is there regarded 
with extreme veneration. One of the main features of the use of 
this word lies in this that the Bhagavadgita tried to mark out a 
middle path between the austere discipline of meditative abstrac¬ 
tion on the one hand and the course of duties of sacrificial action 
of a Vedic worshipper in the life of a new type of Yogin (evidently 
from yujir yoge) on the other, who should combine in himself the 
best parts of the two paths, devote himself to his duties, and yet 
abstract himself from all selfish motives associated with desires. 

Kautilyain his Arthasastra when enumerating the philosophic 
sciences of study names Samkhya, Yoga, and Lokayata. The 
oldest Buddhist sutras te.g. the Satipatthana sutta) are fully 
familiar with the stages of Yoga concentration. We may thus 
infer that self-concentration and Yoga had developed as a tech¬ 
nical method of mystic absorption some time before the Buddha. 

As regards the connection of Yoga with Samkhya, as we find 
it in the Yoga sutras of Pataftjali, it is indeed difficult to come to 
any definite conclusion. The science of breath had attracted 
notice in many of the earlier Upanisads, though there had not 
probably developed any systematic form of pranayama (a system 
of breath control) of the Yoga system. It is only when we 
come to Maitrayani that we find that the Yoga method had at¬ 
tained a systematic development. The other two Upanisads in 
which the Yoga ideas can be traced are the &veta£vatara and 
the Katha. It is indeed curious to notice that these three 
Upanisads of Krsna Yajurveda, where we find reference to Yoga 
methods, are the only ones where we find clear references also to 
the Samkhya tenets, though the Samkhya and Yoga ideas do not 
appear there as related to each other or associated as parts of 
the same system. But there is a remarkable passage in the 
Maitrayani in the conversation between £akyayana and Brhad 
ratha where we find that the Samkhya metaphysics was offered 

different kinds of asceticism and rigour which passed by the name of brahmacarya 
were prevalent in the country at the time (Paijini as GoldstUcker has proved is pre- 
buddhistic), but associated with these had grown up a definite system of mental 
discipline which passed by the name of Yoga. 
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„ ov ,me quarters to explain the validity of the Yoga processes, 
and it seems therefore that the association and grafting of the 
Samkhya metaphysics on the Yoga system as ,its basis, was the 
work of the followers of this school of ideas which was subsequently 
systematized by Patafljali. Thus Sakyayana says: “Here some 
say it is the guna which through the differences of nature goes 
into bondage to the will, and that deliverance takes place when 
the fault of the will has been removed, because he sees by the 
mind; and all that we call desire, imagination, doubt, belief, un¬ 
belief, certainty, uncertainty, shame, thought, fear, all that is but 
mind. Carried along by the waves of the qualities darkened in 
his imagination, unstable, fickle, crippled, full of desires, vacil¬ 
lating he enters into belief, believing I am he, this is mine, and 
he binds his self by his self as a bird with a net. Therefore, a 
man being* possessed of will, imagination and belief is a slave, 
but he who is the opposite is free. For this reason let a man 
stand free from will, imagination and belief—this is the sign of 


liberty, this is the path that leads to Brahman, this is the opening 
of the door, and through it he will go to the other shore of dark¬ 
ness. All desires are there fulfilled. And for this, they quote a 
verse: ‘When the five instruments of knowledge stand still together 
with the mind, and when the intellect does not move, that is called 


the highest state 1 .’” , 

An examination of such Yoga Upanisads as Sandilya, Yoga- 
tattva, Dhyanabindu, Haqisa, Amrtanada, Varaha, Mandala 
Brahmana, Nadabindu, and Yogakundali, shows that the Yoga 
practices had undergone diverse changes in diverse schools, but 
none of these show any predilection for the Samkhya. 1 hus the 
Yoga practices grew in accordance with the doctrines of the 


1 Vatsyayana, however, in his bhasya on NyHya stltra, l. i. tg, distinguishes 
Samkhya from Yoga in the following way: The Satpkhya holds that nothing can 
come into being nor be destroyed, there cannot be any change in the pure intelligence 
(»iratiiayHh cetattih). All changes are due to changes in the body, the senses, the 
manas and the objects. Yoga holds that all creation is due to the karma of the purusa. 
Dojas (passions) and the pravrtti (action) are the cause of karma. The intelligences 
or souls (cetana) are associated with qualities. Non-being can come into being and 
what is produced may be destroyed. The last view is indeed quite different from 
the Yoga of VyOsabhagya. It is closer to Nyaya in its doctrines. If Vatsyayana’s 
statement is correct, it would appear that the doctrine of there being a moral purpose 
in creation was borrowed by Samkhya from Yoga. Udyotakara’s remarks on the same 
sutra do not indicate a difference but an agreement between Samkhya and Yoga on the 
doctrine of the iniriyas being “ aihautika .” Curiously enough Vatsyayana quotes a 
passage from Vyisaihifya, ill. 13, in his bhasya, I. ii. 6, and criticises it as self-con- 
tradictory ( viruddha ). 


Patafljali , a Compiler 1 ^ 

and &aktas and assumed a peculiar form as the Mantrh-^ 
they grew in another direction as the Hathayoga which 
was supposed to produce mystic and magical feats through 
constant practices of elaborate nervous exercises, which were also 
associated with healing and other supernatural powers. The 
Yogatattva Upanisad says that, there are four kinds of yoga, the 
Mantra Yoga, LayaY oga, Hathayoga and Rajayoga 1 . Insome cases 
we find that there was a great attempt even to associate Vedantism 
with these mystic practices. The influence of these practices in 
the development of Tantra and other modes of worship was also 
very great, but we have to leave out these from our present 
consideration as they have little philosophic importance and as 
they are not connected with our present endeavour. 

Of the Pataftjala school of Samkhya, which forms the subject of 
the Yoga with which we are now dealing, Patafljali was probably 
the most notable person for he not only collected the different 
forms of Yoga practices, and gleaned the diverse ideas which 
were or could be associated with the Yoga, but grafted them all 
on the Samkhya metaphysics, and gave them the form in which 
they have been handed down to us. Vacaspati and Vijftana 
Bhiksu, the two great commentators on the Vyasabhasya , agree 
wich us in holding that Patafljali was not the founder of the Yoga, 
but an editor. Analytic study of the sutras also brings the con¬ 
viction that the sutras do not show any original attempt, but a 
masterly and systematic compilation which was also supple¬ 
mented by fitting contributions. The systematic manner also 
in which the first three chapters are written by way of definition 
and classification shows that the materials were already in 
existence and that Patafljali only systematized them. There was 
no missionizing zeal, no attempt to overthrow the doctrines of 
other systems, except as far as they might come in, by way of 
explaining the system. Patafljali is not even anxious to establish 
the system, but he is only engaged in systematizing the facts 
as he had them. Most of the criticisms against the Buddhists 
occur in the last chapter. The doctrines of the Yoga are 
described in the first three chapters, and this part is separated 
from the last chapter where the views of the Buddhists are 





1 The Yoga writer Jaigisavya wrote “ Dhdran&fdstra” which dealt with Yoga more 
in the fashion of Tantra than that given by Pataftjali. He mentions different places 
in the body (e.g. heart, throat, tip of the nose, palate, forehead, centre of the brain) 
which are centres of memory where concentration is to be made. See Vacaspati s 
Tatparyatikd or Vatsyayana’s bh&§ya on N'ydya sutra , III. ii. 43* 
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Sized; the putting of an a iti” (the word to denote the conclu¬ 
sion of any work) at the end of the third chapter is evidently to 
denote the conclusion of his Yoga compilation. There is of course 
another “ iti ” at the end of the fourth chapter to denote the 
conclusion of the whole work. The most legitimate hypothesis 
seems to be that the last chapter is a subsequent addition by a 
hand other than that of Patafljali who was anxious to supply 
some new links of argument which were felt to be necessary for 
the strengthening of the Yoga position from an internal point of 
view, as well as for securing the strength of the Yoga from the 
supposed attacks of Buddhist metaphysics. There is also a 
marked change (due either to its supplementary character or 
to the manipulation of a foreign hand) in the style of the last 
chapter as compared with the style of the other three. 

The sutras, 30-34, of the last chapter seem to repeat what 
has already been said in the second chapter and some of the 
topics introduced are such that they could well have been 
dealt with in a more relevant manner in connection with similar 
discussions in the preceding chapters. The extent of this chapter 
is also disproportionately small, as it contains only 34 sutras, 
whereas the average number of sutras in other chapters is between 
51 to 55. 

We have now to meet the vexed question of the probable date 
of this famous Yoga author Patafljali. Weber had tried to con¬ 
nect him with Kapya Patamchala of Satapatha Brahmana 1 ; in 
Katy ay ana’s Vdrttika we get the name Patafljali which is ex¬ 
plained by later commentators as patantah anjalayah yasmai (for 
whom the hands are folded as a mark of reverence), but it is indeed 
difficult to come to any conclusion merely from the similarity of 
names. There is however another theory which identifies the 
writer of the great commentary on Panini called the Makd - 
bhdsya with the Patafljali of the Yoga sutra. This theory has been 
accepted by many western scholars probably on the strength of 
some Indian commentators who identified the two Patafijalis. 
Of these one is the writer of the Patahjalicarita (Ramabhadra 
Dlksita) who could not have flourished earlier than the eighteenth 
century. The other is that cited in Sivarama’s commentary on 
Vdsavadattd which Aufrecht assigns to the eighteenth century. 
The other two are king Bhoja of Dhar and Cakrapanidatta, 

1 Weber’s History of Indian Literature , p. 123 n. 



Identity of Patanjali 

6ommentator of Caraka , who belonged to the eleveni 
century A.D. Thus Cakrapani says that he adores the Ahipati 
(mythical serpent chief) who removed the defects of mind, speech 
and body by his Patanjala makabhasya and the revision of 
Caraka . Bhoja says: “Victory be to the luminous words of 
that illustrious sovereign Ranararigamalla who by composing his 
grammar, by writing his commentary on the Patafljala and by 
producing a treatise on medicine called Rajamrganka has like the 
lord of the holder of serpents removed defilement from speech, 
mind and body.” The adoration hymn of Vyasa (which is con¬ 
sidered to be an interpolation even by orthodox scholars) is also 
based upon the same tradition. It is not impossible therefore that 
the later Indian commentators might have made some confusion 
between the three Patafljalis, the grammarian, the Yoga editor, 
and the medical writer to whom is ascribed the book known as 
Pdtanjalatantra y and who has been quoted by Sivadasa in his 
commentary on Cakradatta in connection with the heating of 



metals. 

Professor J. H. Woods of Harvard University is therefore 
in a way justified in his unwillingness to identify the gram¬ 
marian and the Yoga editor on the slender evidence of these 
commentators. It is indeed curious to notice that the great 
commentators of the grammar school such as Bhartrhari, Kaiy- 
yata, Vamana, Jayaditya, NageSa, etc. are silent on this point. 
This is indeed a point against the identification of the two 
Patafljalis by some Yoga and medical commentators of a later 
age. And if other proofs are available which go against such 
an identification, we could not think the grammarian and the 
Yoga writer to be the same person. 

Let us now see if Patafljali’s grammatical work contains any¬ 
thing which may lead us to think that he was not the same 
person as the writer on Yoga. Professor Woods supposes that the 
philosophic concept of substance ( dravya ) of the two Patafljalis 
differs and therefore they cannot be identified. He holds that 
dravya is described in Vydsabkdsya in one place as being the 
unity of species and qualities (sdtndnyaviiesdtmaka), whereas 
the Makabhasya holds that a dravya denotes a genus and also 
specific qualities according as the emphasis or stress is laid on 
either side. I fail to see how these ideas are totally antago¬ 
nistic. Moreover, we know that these two views were held by 
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:y? 4 \ and Vajapyayana (VySdi holding that words denoted 
qualities or dravya and Vajapyayana holding that words denoted 
species 1 ). Even Panini had these two different ideas in “jdtyakhya- 
ydmekasmin bahuvacanamanyatarasyam,” and “ sarupanameka- 
Sesatnekavibkaktau ” and Patafijali the writer of the Mahabhasya 
only combined these two views. This does not show that he 
opposes the view of Vydsabkdsya> though we must remember 
that even if he did, that would not prove anything with regard 
to the writer of the sutras. Moreover, when we read that dravya 
is spoken of in the Mahabhasya as that object which is the 
specific kind of the conglomeration of its parts, just as a cow is 
of its tail, hoofs, horns, etc.— “yat sasndldngulakakudakhura- 
vis&nyartharupam” we are reminded of its similarity with 
“ayutasiddhavayavabkeddnugatah samuhah dravyam" (a con¬ 
glomeration of interrelated parts is called dravya) in the Vyasa - 
bhdsya . So far as I have examined the Mahabhasya I have 
not been able to discover anything there which can warrant us 


in holding that the two Pataftjalis cannot be identified. There 
are no doubt many apparent divergences of view, but even 
in these it is only the traditional views of the old grammarians 
that are exposed and reconciled, and it would be very un¬ 
warrantable for us to judge anything about the personal views 
of the grammarian from them. I am also convinced that the 
writer of the Mahabhasya knew most of the important points of 
the Samkhya-Yoga metaphysics; as a few examples I may refer 
to the guna theory (i. 2. 64, 4. I. 3 )> the Samkhya dictum of ex 
nihilo nihil fit (1. 1. 56), the ideas of time (2. 2. 5, 3. 2. 123), the 
idea of the return of similars into similars (1. I. 50), the idea of 
change vikdra as production of new qualities gundntaradhdna 
(5.1.2, 5.1. 3) and the distinction of indriyaand Buddhi(3- 3.133). 
We may add to it that the Mahabhasya agrees with the Yoga 
view as regards the Sphotavada, which is not held in common 
by any other school of Indian philosophy. There is also this 
external similarity, that unlike any other work they both begin 
their works in a similar manner (athayogdnuidsanam and atfux 
Sdbddnusdsanam) —“ now begins the compilation of the instruc¬ 
tions on Yoga” (Yoga sutra )—and “now begins the compilation 


of the instructions of words” ( Mahabhasya ). 

It may further be noticed in this connection that the arguments 


1 Patafijali’s Mahabhasya , 1. a. 64. 


Kitab Patanjal 

Professor Woods has adduced to assign the date 
* sutra between 300 and 500 a.d. are not at all conclusive, 
as they stand on a weak basis; for firstly if the two Pataftjalis 
cannot be identified, it does not follow that the editor of the 
Yoga should necessarily be made later; secondly, the supposed 
Buddhist 1 reference is found in the fourth chapter which, as I 
have shown above, is a later interpolation; thirdly, even if they 
were written by Pataftjali it cannot be inferred that because 
Vacaspati describes the opposite school as being of the Vijfiana- 
vadi type, we are to infer that the sutras refer to Vasubandhu or 
even to Nagarjuna, for such ideas as have been refuted in the sutras 
had been developing long before the time of Nagarjuna. 

Thus we see that though the tradition of later commentators 
may not be accepted as a sufficient ground to identify the two 
Pataftjalis, we cannot discover anything from a comparative 
critical study of the Yoga sutras and the text of the M*kd- 
bhdsya, which can lead us to say that the writer of the Yoga 
sutras flourished at a later date than the other Pataftjaii. 

Postponing our views about the time of Pataftjali the Yoga 
editor, I regret I have to increase the confusion by introducing 
the other work Kitab Patanjal, of which Alberuni speaks, for 
our consideration. Alberuni considers this work as a very famous 
one and he translates it along with another book called Sanka 
(Samkhya) ascribed to Kapila. This book was written m the 
form of dialogue between master and pupil, and it is certain that 
this book was not the present Yoga sut*a of Pataftjali, though it 
had the same aim as the latter, namely the search for liberation 
and for the union of the soul with the object of its meditation. 
The book was called by Alberuni Kitab Patanjal , which is to 
be translated as the book of Pataftjala, because in another place, 
speaking of its author, he puts in a Persian phrase which when 
translated stands as “the author of the book of Patanjal. 
had also an elaborate commentary from which Alberuni quotes 
many extracts, though he does not tell us the authors name. It 
treats of God, soul, bondage, karma, salvation, etc., as we find in 
the Yoga sutra , but the manner in which these are described (so 

1 It is important to notice that the most important Buddhist reference nacaika- 
cittatanlram vastu iadapramdnakam tads kim sydt (iv. 16) was probably a hue of the 
Vydsabk&fya, as Bhoja, who had consulted many commentaries as he says m the 
preface, does not count it as a sutra. 
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yir as can be judged from the copious extracts supplied by 
Alberuni) shows that these ideas had undergone some change 
from what we find in the Yoga sutra . Following the idea of God 
in Alberuni we find that he retains his character as a timeless 
emancipated being, but he speaks, hands over the Vedas and 
shows the way to Yoga and inspires men in such a way that they 
could obtain by cogitation what he bestowed on them. The name 
of God proves his existence, for there cannot exist anything of 
which the name existed, but not the thing. The soul perceives 
him and thought comprehends his qualities. Meditation is iden¬ 
tical with worshipping him exclusively, and by practising it 
uninterruptedly the individual comes into supreme absorption 
with him and beatitude is obtained 1 . 

The idea of soul is the same as we find in the Yoga sutra . 
The idea of metempsychosis is also the same. He speaks of the 
eight siddhis (miraculous powers) at the first stage of meditation 
on the unity of God. Then follow the other four stages of medi¬ 
tation corresponding to the four stages we have as in the Yoga 
sutra . He gives four kinds of ways for the achievement of salvation, 
of which the first is the abhyasa (habit) of Patafijali, and the 
object of this abhyasa is unity with God 2 . The second stands 
for vairagya; the third is the worship of God with a view to seek 
his favour in the attainment of salvation (cf. Yoga sutra , I. 23 and 
I. 29). The fourth is a new introduction, namely that of rasa- 
yana or alchemy. As regards liberation the view is almost the 
same as in the Yoga sutra , II. 25 and IV. 34, but the liberated 
state is spoken of in one place as absorption in God or being 
one with him. The Brahman is conceived as an urddhvatnula 
avakidkha asvattha (a tree with roots upwards and branches 
below), after the Upanisad fashion, the upper root is pure 
Brahman, the trunk is Veda, the branches are the different 
doctrines and schools, its leaves are the different modes of inter¬ 
pretation. Its nourishment comes from the three forces; the 

1 Cf. Yoga sutra 1. 23—39 and II. i, 45. The Yoga siitras speak of Hvara (God) 
as an eternally emancipated purusa, omniscient, and the teacher of all past teachers. 
By meditating on him many of the obstacles such as illness, etc., which stand in the 
way of Yoga practice are removed. He is regarded as one of the alternative objects 
of concentration. The commentator Vyasa notes that he is the best object, for being 
drawn towards the Yogin by his concentration He so wills that he can easily attain 
concentration and through it salvation. No argument is given in the Yoga siitras of 
the existence of God. 

2 Cf. Yoga 11. i. 
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^ of the worshipper is to leave the tree and go back to the 
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roots. 

The difference of this system from that of the Yoga sutra is : 
(i) the conception of God has risen here to such an importance 
that he has become the only object of meditation, and absorption 
in him is the goal; (2) the importance of the yama 1 2 and the 
niyama has been reduced to the minimum; (3) the value of the 
Yoga discipline as a separate means of salvation apart from any 
connection with God as we find in the Yoga sutra has been lost 
sight of; (4) liberation and Yoga are defined as absorption in 
God ; (5) the introduction of Brahman ; (6) the very significance 
of Yoga as control of mental states ( cittavrttinirodha ) is lost 
sight of, and (7) rasayana (alchemy) is introduced as one of the 
means of salvation. 

From this we can fairly assume that this was a new modi¬ 
fication of the Yoga doctrine on the basis of Patafljali’s Yoga 
sutra in the direction of Vedanta and Tantra, and as such it 
probably stands as the transition link through which the Yoga 
doctrine of the sutras entered into a new channel in such a way 
that it could be easily assimilated from there by later develop¬ 
ments of Vedanta, Tantra and Saiva doctrines 3 . As the author 
mentions rasayana as a means of salvation, it is very probable 
that he flourished after Nagarjuna and was probably the same 
person who wrote Patanjala tantra , who has been quoted by 
6ivadasa in connection with alchemical matters and spoken of 
by Nagesa as a Carake Patafljalih.” We can also assume with some 
degree of probability that it is with reference to this man that 
Cakrapani and Bhoja made the confusion of identifying him with 
the writer of the Mahabhasya. It is also very probable that Cakra¬ 
pani by his line *‘ patanjalamahabhasyacarakapratisamskrtaih 
refers to this work which was called “ Pataftjala.” The commen¬ 
tator of this work gives some description of the lokas, dvlpas and 
the sagaras, which runs counter to the descriptions given in the 
Vydsabhdsya y III. 26, and from this we can infer that it was pro¬ 
bably written at a time when the Vydsab/iasya was not written 
or had not attained any great sanctity or authority. Alberuni 


1 Alberuni, in his account of the book of Samkhya, gives a list of commandments 
which practically is the same as yama and niyama, but it is said that through them 
one cannot attain salvation. 

2 Cf. the account of Patupatadariana in Sarvadar&anasamgraha . 
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(described the book as being very famous at the time, 
£hoja and Cakrapani also probably confused him with Patafijali 
the grammarian ; from this we can fairly assume that this book 
of Patafijali was probably written by some other Patafijali within 
the first 300 or 400 years of the Christian era; and it may not 
be improbable that when VyasabMsya quotes in III. 44 as “ iti 
Patafljalih,” he refers to this Patafijali. 

The conception of Yoga as we meet it in the Maitrayana 
Upanisad consisted of six angas or accessories, namely prana- 
yama, pratyahara, dhyana, dharana, tarka and samadhi 1 . Com¬ 
paring this list with that of the list in the Yoga sutras we find 
that two new elements have been added, and tarka has been 
replaced by 5sana. Now from the account of the sixty-two 
heresies given in the Brahmajala sutta we know that there were 
people who either from meditation of three degrees or through 
logic and reasoning had come to believe that both the external 
world as a whole and individual souls were eternal. From the 
association of this last mentioned logical school with the'Samadhi 
or Dhyana school as belonging to one class of thinkers called 
SaSvatavada, and from the inclusion of tarka as an anga in 
samadhi, we can fairly assume that the last of the angas given in 
Maitrayani Upanisad represents the oldest list of the Yoga doc¬ 
trine, when the S§mkhya and the Yoga were in a process of being 
grafted on each other, and when the Samkhya method of dis¬ 
cussion did not stand as a method independent of the Yoga. The 
substitution of asana for tarka in the list of Patafijali shows that 
the Yoga had developed a method separate from the Samkhya. 
The introduction of ahimsS (non-injury), satya (truthfulness), 
asteya (want of stealing), brahmacaryya (sex-control), aparigraha 
(want of greed) as yama and £auca (purity), santosa (content¬ 
ment) as niyama, as a system of morality without which Yoga is 
deemed impossible (for the first time in the sutras), probably 
marks the period when the disputes between the Hindus and the 
Buddhists had not become so keen. The introduction of maitrl, 
karunS, mudita, upeksS is also equally significant, as we do not 
find them mentioned in such a prominent form in any other 
literature of the Hindus dealing with the subject of emancipa¬ 
tion. Beginning from the Acdrangasutra , Uttaradkyayanasutra , 

1 prdnaydmah pratyah&rah dhy&nam dharana tarkah samadhih sadahga ityucyate 
yogah (Maitr. 6. 8). 
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!^^Sutrakrtangasutra y etc., and passing through Umasvati’s Tat - 
tvdrthadhigamasutra to Hemacandra's YogaSastra we find that 
the Jains had been founding their Yoga discipline mainly on the 
basis of a system of morality indicated by the yamas, and the 
opinion expressed in Alberuni’s Patanjal that these cannot give 
salvation marks the divergence of the Hindus in later days from 
the Jains. Another important characteristic of Yoga is its 
thoroughly pessimistic tone. Its treatment of sorrow in connec¬ 
tion with the statement of the scope and ideal of Yoga is the 


same as that of the four sacred truths of the Buddhists, namely 
suffering, origin of suffering, the removal of suffering; and of the 
path to the removal of suffering 1 . Again, the metaphysics of the 
samsara (rebirth) cycle in connection with sorrow, origination, 
decease, rebirth, etc. is described with a remarkable degree of 
similarity with the cycle of causes as described in early Buddhism. 
Avidya is placed at the head of the group; yet this avidya should 
not be confused with the Vedanta avidya of £aftkara, as it is an 
avidya of the Buddhist type; it is not a cosmic power of illusion 
nor anything like a mysterious original sin, but it is within the 
range of earthly tangible reality. Yoga avidya is the ignorance 
of the four sacred truths, as we have in the sutra “ anitya§uciduh- 
khdnatmasu nityamciduhkhdtmakhydtiravidyd (II. 5). 

The ground of our existing is our will to live ( abhinivesa). 
“This is our besetting sin that we will to be, that we will to be 
ourselves, that we fondly will our being to blend with other kinds 
of existence and extend. The negation of the will to be, cuts 
off being for us at least 2 .” This is true as much of Buddhism as 
of the Yoga abhinivesa, which is a term coined and used in the 
Yoga for the first time to suit the Buddhist idea, and which has 
never been accepted, so far as I know, in any other Hindu 
literature in this sense. My sole aim in pointing out these things 
in this section is to show that the Yoga sutras proper (first three 
chapters) were composed at a time when the later forms ot 
Buddhism had not developed, and when the quarrels between 
the Hindus and the Buddhists and Jains had not reached such 


1 Yoga sutra y II. 15, 16, 17. Yath&dkits&iastfam caturvyuham rogo rogahHuh 
drogyarp bhaisajyamiti evamidamapi tdstram caturvyuhamcvct; tadyathd saipsdrah y 
samsarahetuh moksah moksopdyah ; duhkhabahulah samsdro htyah , pradkdnapuru^ayoh 
mmyogo hcyahetuk, sarpyogasydtyaniiki nivrttirhdnam hanopdyah samyagdarfattatn, 
Vydsabhdsya y II. 15 

2 Oldenberg’s Buddhism l . 
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7 stage that they would not like to borrow from one another. 
As this can only be held true of earlier Buddhism I am disposed 
to think that the date of the first three chapters of the Yoga 
sutras must be placed about the second century B.C. Since there 
is no evidence which can stand in the way of identifying the 
grammarian Patafljali with the Yoga writer, I believe we may 
take them as being identical 1 * 3 . 


The Samkhya and the Yoga Doctrine of Soul or Purusa. 

The Samkhya philosophy as we have it sr admits two prin¬ 
ciples, souls and prakrti , the root principle of matter. Souls are 
many, like the Jaina souls, but they are without parts and qualities. 
They do not contract or expand according as they occupy a 
smaller or a larger body, but are always all-pervasive, and are 
not contained in the bodies in which they are manifested. But 
the relation between body or rather the mind associated with it 
and soul is such that whatever mental phenomena happen in the 
mind are interpreted as the experience of its soul. The souls are 
many, and had it not been so (the Samkhya argues) with the 
birth of one all would have been born and with the death of one 
all would have died 5 *. 

The exact nature of soul is however very difficult of compre¬ 
hension, and yet it is exactly this which one must thoroughly 
grasp in order to understand the Samkhya philosophy. Unlike 
the Jaina soul possessing anantajhana y anantadarsana , ananta- 
sukha , and anantavlryya , the Samkhya soul is described as being 
devoid of any and every characteristic; but its nature is abso¬ 
lute pure consciousness (cit). The Samkhya view differs from 
the Vedanta, firstly in this that it does not consider the soul to 
be of the nature of pure intelligence and bliss ( ananday . Bliss 
with Samkhya is but another name for pleasure and as such it 
belongs to prakrti and does not constitute the nature of soul; 
secondly, according to Vedanta the individual souls ( jiva ) are 

1 Sec S. N. Das Gupta, Yoga Philosophy in relation to other Indian systems of 
thought , ch. II. The most important point in favour of this identification seems to be 
that both the Fatafijalis as against the other Indian systems admitted the doctrine of 
sphota which was denied even by Samkhya. On the doctrine of Sphota see my Study 
of Patanjali, Appendix I. 

* Kdrika, 18 . 

3 See Citsukha's Tattvapradipikd y iv. 
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manifestations of one soul or pure consciousness the 
Brahman, but according to Samkhya they are all real and many. 

The most interesting feature of Samkhya as of Vedanta is 
the analysis of knowledge. Samkhya holds that our knowledge 
of things are mere ideational pictures or images. External things 
are indeed material, but the sense data and images of the mind, 
the coming and going of which is called knowledge, are also in 
some sense matter-stuff, since they are limited in their nature 
like the external things. The sense-data and images come and go, 
they are often the prototypes, or photographs of external things, 
and as such ought to be considered as in some sense material, 
but the matter of which these are composed is the subtlest. 
These images of the mind could not have appeared as conscious, 
if there were no separate principles of consciousness in connec¬ 
tion with which the whole conscious plane could be interpreted 
as the experience of a person 1 . We know that the Upanisads 
consider the soul or atman as pure and infinite consciousness, 
distinct from the forms of knowledge, the ideas, and the images. 
In our ordinary ways of mental analysis we do not detect that 
beneath the forms of knowledge there is some other principle 
which has no change, no form, but which is like a light which 
illumines the mute, pictorial forms which the mind assumes. 
The self is nothing but this light. We all speak of our “self” 
but we have no mental picture of the self as we have of other 
things, yet in all our knowledge we seem to know our self. The 
Jains had said that the soul was veiled by karma matter, and 
every act of knowledge meant only the partial removal of the 
veil. Samkhya says that the self cannot be found as an image 
of knowledge, but that is because it is a distinct, transcendent 
principle, whose real nature as such is behind or beyond the subtle 
matter of knowledge. Our cognitions, so far as they are mere forms 
or images, are merely compositions or complexes of subtle mind- 
substance, and thus are like a sheet of painted canvas immersed 
in darkness; as the canvas gets prints from outside and moves, 
the pictures appear one by one before the light and are illu¬ 
minated. So it is with our knowledge. The special characteristic 
of self is that it is like a light, without which all knowledge would 
be blind. Form and motion are the characteristics of matter, and 

1 Tattakaumudi, 5; YogavArttika , IV. 22 ; Vijildndmrtabhdsya , p. 74; YogavArttika 
and Tattvava isdrad ; , I. 4, II. 6, 18, 20; Vy&sabhAjya , 1. 6, 7. 
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so far as knowledge is mere limited form and movement it is the 
same as matter; but there is some other principle wrfich enlivens 
these knowledge-forms, by virtue of which they become con¬ 
scious. This principle of consciousness (eft) cannot indeed be 
separately perceived per se> but the presence of this principle in 
all our forms of knowledge is distinctly indicated by inference. 
This principle of consciousness has no motion, no form, no quality, 
no impurity 1 . The movement of the knowledge-stuff takes place 
in relation to it, so that it is illuminated as consciousness by it, 
and produces the appearance of itself as undergoing all changes 
of knowledge and experiences of pleasure and pain. Each item 
of knowledge so far as it is an image or a picture of some sort is 
but a subtle knowledge-stuff which has been illumined by the 
principle of consciousness, but so far as each item of knowledge 
carries with it the awakening or the enlivening of consciousness, 
it is the manifestation of the principle of consciousness. Know¬ 
ledge-revelation is not the unveiling or revelation of a particular 
part of the self, as the Jains supposed, but it is a revelation of 
the self only so far as knowledge is pure awakening, pure en¬ 
livening, pure consciousness. So far as the content of knowledge 
or the image is concerned, it is not the revelation of self but is 
the blind knowledge-stuff. 

The Buddhists had analysed knowledge into its diverse^con- 
stituent parts, and had held that the coming together of these 
brought about the conscious states. This coming together was 
to them the point of the illusory notion of self, since this unity 
or coming together was not a permanent thing but a momentary 
collocation. With Samkhya however the self, the pure ci£ } is 
neither illusory nor an abstraction; it is concrete but transbeft- 
dent. Coming into touch with it gives unity to all the movements 
of the knowledge-composites of subtle stuff, which would otherwise 
have remained aimless and unintelligent It is by coming into 
connection with this principle of intelligence that they are inter¬ 
preted as the systematic and coherent experience of a person, and 
may thus be said to be intelligized. Intelligizing means the ex¬ 
pression and interpretation of the events or the happenings of . 


1 It is important to note that Saiyikhya has two terms to denote the two aspects 
involved in knowledge, viz. the relating element of awareness as such (ett), and the 
content (< buddki ) which is the form of the mind-stuff representing the sense-data and 
the image. Cognition takes place by the reflection of the former in the latter. 
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kriSwIedge in connection with a person, so as to make them a 
system of experience. This principle of intelligence is called 
purusa. There is a separate purusa in Samkhya for each indi¬ 
vidual, and it is of the nature of pure intelligence. The Vedanta 
atman however is different from the Samkhya purusa in this that 
it is one and is of the nature of pure intelligence, pure being, 
and pure bliss. It alone is the reality and by illusory maya it 
appears as many. 


Thought and Matter. 


A question naturally arises, that if the knowledge forms are 
made up of some sort of stuff as the objective forms of matter 
are, why then should the purusa illuminate it and not external 
material objects. The answer that Samkhya gives is that the 
knowledge-complexes are certainly different from external ob¬ 
jects in this, that they are far subtler and have a preponderance 
of a special quality of plasticity and translucence ( sattva ), which 
resembles the light of purusa, and is thus fit for reflecting and 
absorbing the light of the purusa. The two principal character¬ 
istics of external gross matter are mass and energy. But it 
has also the other characteristic of allowing itself to be photo¬ 
graphed by our mind; this thought-photograph of matter has 
again the special privilege of being so translucent as to be able 
to catch the reflection of the cit —-the super-translucent transcen¬ 
dent principle of intelligence. The fundamental characteristic 
of external gross matter is its mass; energy is common to 
both gross matter and the subtle thought-stuff. But mass is 
at its lowest minimum in thought-stuff, whereas the capacity 
of translucence, or what may be otherwise designated as the 
intelligence-stuff is at its highest in thought-stuff But if the 
gross matter had none of the characteristics of translucence that 
thought possesses, it could not have made itself an object of 
thought; for thought transforms itself into the shape, colour, 
and other characteristics of the thing which has been made its 
object Thought could not have copied the matter, if the matter 
did not possess some of the essential substances of which the 
copy was made up. But this plastic entity ( sattva ) which is 
so predominant in thought is at its lowest limit of subordination 
in matter. Similarly mass is not noticed in thought, but some 
such notions as are associated with mass may be discernible in 
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do not extend in space, but they can represent space. The trans¬ 
lucent and plastic element of thought ( sattva ) in association with 
movement (rajas) would have resulted in a simultaneous revelation 
of all objects; it is on account of mass or tendency of obstruction 
(tamos') that knowledge proceeds from image to image and dis¬ 
closes things in a successive manner. The buddhi (thought-stuff) 
holds within it all knowledge immersed as it were in utter dark¬ 
ness, and actual knowledge comes before our view as though 
by the removal of the darkness or veil, by the reflection of the 
light of the purusa. This characteristic of knowledge, that all its 
stores are hidden as if lost at any moment, and only one picture 
or idea comes at a time to the arena of revelation, demonstrates 
that in knowledge there is a factor of obstruction which manifests 
itself in its full actuality in gross matter as mass. Thus both 
thought and gross matter are made up of three elements, a 
plasticity of intelligence-stuff (sattva), energy-stuff (rajas), and 
mass-stuff ( tamas ), or the factor of obstruction. Of these the last 
two are predominant in gross matter and the first two in thought. 


Feelings, the Ultimate Substances 1 . 

Another question that arises in this connection is the position 
of feeling in such an analysis of thought and matter. Samkhya 
holds that the three characteristic constituents that we have 
analyzed just now are feeling substances. Feeling is the most 
interesting side of our consciousness. It is in our feelings that 
we think of our thoughts as being parts of ourselves. If we 
should analyze any percept into the crude and undeveloped 
sensations of which it is composed at the first moment of its 
appearance, it comes more as a shock than as an image, and 
we find that it is felt more as a feeling mass than as an image. 
Even in our ordinary life the elements which precede an act of 
knowledge are probably mere feelings. As we go lower down 
the scale of evolution the automatic actions and relations of 
matter are concomitant with crude manifestations of feeling 
which never rise to the level of knowledge. The lower the scale 
of evolution the less is the keenness of feeling, till at last there 
comes a stage where matter-complexes do not give rise to feeling 

1 KariktS, ia, with Gaudpada and Narayaiiatlrtba. 
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reactions but to mere physical reactions. Feelings thus mark 
the earliest track of consciousness, whether we look at it from the 
point of view of evolution or of the genesis of consciousness in 
ordinary life. What we call matter complexes become at a certain 
stage feeling-complexes and what we call feeling-complexes at 
a certain stage of descent sink into mere matter-complexes with 
matter reaction. The feelings are therefore the things-in-them- 
selves, the ultimate substances of which consciousness and gross 
matter are made up. Ordinarily a difficulty might be felt in 
taking feelings to be the ultimate substances of which gross 
matter and thought are made up; for we are more accustomed 
to take feelings as being merely subjective, but if we remember 
the Samkhya analysis, we find that it holds that thought and 
matter are but two different modifications of certain subtle sub¬ 
stances which are in essence but three types of feeling entities. 
The three principal characteristics of thought and matter that we 
have noticed in the preceding section are but the manifestations 
of three types of feeling substances. There is the class of feelings 
that we call the sorrowful, there is another class of feelings that 
we call pleasurable, and there is still another class which is neither 
sorrowful nor pleasurable, but is one of ignorance, depression 
(visadd ) or dullness. Thus corresponding to these three types of 
manifestations as pleasure, pain, and dullness, and materially as 
shining {prakasa\ energy ( pravrtti ), obstruction ( niyama\ there 
are three types of feeling-substances which must be regarded as 
the ultimate things which make up all the diverse kinds of gross 
matter and thought by their varying modifications. 

The Gunas 1 . 

These three types of ultimate subtle entities are technically 
called guna in Samkhya philosophy. Gun a in Sanskrit has three 
meanings, namely (1) quality, (2) rope, (3) not primary. These 
entities, however, are substances and not mere qualities. But it 
may be mentioned in this connection that in Samkhya philosophy 
there is no separate existence of qualities; it holds that each 
and every unit of quality is but a unit of substance. What 
we call quality is but a particular manifestation or appearance 
of a subtle entity. Things do not possess quality, but quality 

1 Yogav&rtlika, II. 18; Bhavagane 4 a’s TattvayOih&rthyadipa*w % pp. 1-3; VtjHd- 
ndmtiabkclfya, p. 100; Tativakaumudi , 13; also Gaudapada and Narayanatlrtha, 13. 
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merely the manner in which a substance reacts ; any 
object we see seems to possess many qualities, but the Samkhya 
holds that corresponding to each and every new unit of quality, 
however fine and subtle it may be, there is a corresponding 
subtle entity, the reaction of which is interpreted by us as a 
quality. This is true not only of qualities of external objects 
but also of mental qualities as well. These ultimate entities 
were thus called gunas probably to suggest that they are the 
entities which by their various modifications manifest them¬ 
selves as gunas or qualities. These subtle entities may also be 
called gunas in the sense of ropes because they are like ropes 
by which the soul is chained down as if it were to thought and 
matter. These may also be called gunas as things of secondary 
importance, because though permanent and indestructible, they 
continually suffer modifications and changes by their mutual 
groupings and re-groupings, and thus not primarily and unalter¬ 
ably constant like the souls ( purusa ). Moreover the object of the 
world process being the enjoyment and salvation of the purusas, 
the matter-principle could not naturally be regarded as being of 
primary importance. But in whatever senses we may be inclined 
to justify the name guna as applied to these subtle entities, it 
should be borne in mind that they are substantive entities or 
subtle substances and not abstract qualities. These gunas are 
infinite in number, but in accordance with their three main char¬ 
acteristics as described above they have been arranged in three 
classes or types called sattva (intelligence-stuff), rajas (energy- 
stuff) and tamos (mass-stuff). An infinite number of subtle sub¬ 
stances which agree in certain characteristics of self-shining or 
plasticity are called the sattva-guyas and those which behave as 
units of activity are called the rajo-gunas and those which behave 
as factors of obstruction, mass or materiality are called tamo-gunas . 
These subtle guna substances are united in different proportions 
(e.g. a larger number of sattva substances with a lesser number of 
rajas or tamas, or a larger number of tamas substances with a 
smaller number of rajas and sattva substances and so on in 
varying proportions), and as a result of this, different substances 
with different qualities come into being. Though attached to one 
another when united in different proportions, they mutually act 
and react upon one another, and thus by their combined resultant 
produce new characters, qualities and substances. There is how- 
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w.erone and only one stage in which the gunas are not com¬ 
pounded in varying proportions. In this state each of the guna 
substances is opposed by each of the other guna substances, and 
thus by their equal mutual opposition create an equilibrium, in 
which none of the characters of the gunas manifest themselves. 
This is a state which is so absolutely devoid of all characteristics 
that it is absolutely incoherent, indeterminate, and indefinite. It 
is a qualitiless simple homogeneity. It is a state of being which 
is as it were non-being. This state of the mutual equilibrium 
of the gunas is called prakrti 1 . This is a state which cannot be 
said either to exist or to non-exist for it serves no purpose, but 
it is hypothetically the mother of all things. This is however the 
earliest stage, by the breaking of which, later on, all modifications 
take place. 

fa 

Prakrti and its Evolution. 1 


Samkhya believes that before this world came into being there 
was such a state of dissolution—a state in which the guna com¬ 
pounds had disintegrated into a state of disunion and had by their 
mutual opposition produced an equilibrium the prakrti. Then 
later on disturbance arose in the prakrti, and as a result of that a 
process of unequal aggregation of the gunas in varying proportions 
took place, which brought forth the creation of the manifold. 
Prakrti, the state of perfect homogeneity and incoherence of the 
gunas, thus gradually evolved and became more and more deter¬ 
minate, differentiated, heterogeneous, and coherent. The gunas are 
always uniting, separating, and uniting again 2 . Varying qualities 
of essence, energy, and mass in varied groupings act on one another 
and through their mutual interaction and interdependence evolve 
from the indefinite or qualitatively indeterminate the definite or 
qualitatively determinate. And though co-operating to produce 
the world of effects, these diverse moments with diverse tendencies 
never coalesce. Thus in the phenomenal product whatever energy 
there is is due to the element of rajas and rajas alone; all matter, 
resistance, stability, is due to tamas,and all conscious manifestation 
to sattva. The particular guna which happens to be predominant 
in any phenomenon becomes manifest in that phenomenon and 
others become latent, though their presence is inferred by their 


1 Yogav&rttika , II. 19, and Pravacanabhd?ya, 1. 61. 

a Kaumudi , 13-16; TattvavaUdradi, II. ao, iv. 13, 14; also YogavAritika , IV. 13, 14. 
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ect. Thus, for example, in a body at rest mass is patent, energy 
latent and potentiality of conscious manifestation sublatent In a 
moving body, the rajas is predominant (kinetic) and the mass is 
partially overcome. All these transformations of the groupings of 
the gunas in different proportions presuppose the state of prakrti 
as the starting point. It is at this stage that the tendencies to 
conscious manifestation, as well as the powers of doing work, are 
exactly counterbalanced by the resistance of inertia or mass, 
and the process of cosmic evolution is at rest. When this equi¬ 
librium is once destroyed, it is supposed that out of a natural 
affinity of all the sattva reals for themselves, of rajas reals for other 
reals of their type, of tamas reals for others of their type, there 
arises an unequal aggregation of sattva, rajas, or tamas at differ¬ 
ent moments. When one guna is preponderant in any particular 
collocation, the others are co-operant. This evolutionary series 
beginning from the first disturbance of the prakrti to the final 
transformation as the world-order, is subject to “a definite law 
which it cannot overstep/' In the words of Dr B. N. Seal 1 /* 4 the pro¬ 
cess of evolution consists in the development of the differentiated 
( vaisatnya ) within the undifferentiated (samyavastha ) of the deter¬ 
minate ( viSesa ) within the indeterminate (avisesa) of the coherent 
( yutasiddhd) within the incoherent ( ayutasiddha ). The order of 
succession is neither from parts to whole nor from whole to the 
parts, but ever from a relatively less differentiated, less deter¬ 
minate, less coherent whole to a relatively more differentiated, 
more determinate, more coherent whole.” The meaning of such 
an evolution is this, that all the changes and modifications in 
the shape of the evolving collocations of guna reals take place 
within the body of the prakrti. Prakrti consisting of the in¬ 
finite reals is infinite, and that it has been disturbed does not 
mean that the whole of it has been disturbed and upset, or 
that the totality of the gunas in the prakrti has been unhinged 
from a state of equilibrium. It means rather that a very vast 
number of gunas constituting the worlds of thought and matter 
has been upset. These gunas once thrown out of balance begin to 
group themselves together first in one form, then in another, then 
in another, and so on. But such a change in the formation of 
aggregates should not be thought to take place in such a way 
that the later aggregates appear in supersession of the former ones, 
so that when the former comes into being the latter ceases to exist. 

1 Dr B. N. Seal’s Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus , 1915, p. 7. 
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^or the truth is that one stage is produced after another; this 
second stage is the result of a new aggregation of some of the 
reals of the first stage. This deficiency of the reals of the first 
stage which had gone forth to form the new aggregate as the 
second stage is made good by a refilling from the prakrti. So also, 
as the third stage of aggregation takes place from out of the reals 
of the second stage, the deficiency of the reals of the second stage 
is made good by a refilling from the first stage and that of the 
first stage from the prakrti. Thus by a succession of refillings the 
process of evolution proceeds, till we come to its last limit, where 
there is no real evolution of new substance, but mere chemical 
and physical changes of qualities in things which had already 
evolved. Evolution (< tattvantaraparinama ) in Samkhya means the 
development of categories of existence and not mere changes of 
qualities of substances (physical, chemical, biological or mental). 
Thus each of the stages of evolution remains as a permanent 
category of being, and offers scope to the more and more differ¬ 
entiated and coherent groupings of the succeeding stages. Thus 
it is said that the evolutionary process is regarded as a differen¬ 
tiation of new stages as integrated in previous stages (samsrsta- 
viveka). 


Pralaya and the disturbance of the Prakrti Equilibrium. 

But how or rather why prakrti should be disturbed is the most 
knotty point in Samkhya. It is postulated that the prakrti or the 
sum-total of the gunas is so connected with the purusas, and there 
is such an inherent teleology or blind purpose in the lifeless prakrti, 
that all its evolution and transformations take place for the sake 
of the diverse purusas, to serve the enjoyment of pleasures and 
sufferance of pain through experiences, and finally leading them 
to absolute freedom or mukti. A return of this manifold world 
into the quiescent state ( pralaya ) of prakrti takes place when the 
karmas of all purusas collectively require that there should be 
such a temporary cessation of all experience. At such a moment 
the guna compounds are gradually broken,and there is a backward 
movement ( gratisailcara) till everything is reduced to the gunas in 
their elementary disintegrated state when their mutual opposition 
brings about their equilibrium. This equilibrium however is not a 
mere passive state, but one of utmost tension; there is intense 
activity, but the activity here does not lead to the generation of 
new things and qualities ( visadrsa-parindmd)\ this course of new 
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txiuction being suspended f the activity here repeats the same 
state {sadrsa-parinamd) of equilibrium, so that there is no change 
or new production. The state of pralaya thus is not a suspension 
of the teleology or purpose of the gunas, or an absolute break of 
the course of guna evolution; for the state of pralaya, since it 
has been generated to fulfil the demands of the accumulated 
karmas of purusas, and since there is still the activity of the 
gunas in keeping themselves in a state of suspended production, 
is also a stage of the samsara cycle. The state of mukti (libera¬ 
tion) is of course quite different, for in that stage the movement 
of the gunas ceases for ever with reference to the liberated soul. 
But still the question remains, what breaks the state of equilibrium? 
The Samkhya answer is that it is due to the transcendental (non¬ 
mechanical) influence of the purusa 1 . This influence of the purusa 
again, if it means anything, means that there is inherent in the 
gunas a teleology that all their movements or modifications should 
take place in such a way that these may serve the purposes of the 
purusas. Thus when the karmas of the purusas had demanded 
that there should be a suspension of all experience, for a period 
there was a pralaya. At the end of it, it is the same inherent pur¬ 
pose of the prakrti that wakes it up for the formation of a suitable 
world for the experiences of the purusas by which its quiescent 
state is disturbed. This is but another way of looking at the 
inherent teleology of the prakrti, which demands that a state of 
pralaya should cease and a state of world-framing activity should 
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begin. Since there is a purpose in the gunas which brought 
them to a state of equilibrium, the state of equilibrium also pre¬ 
supposes that it also may be broken up again when the purpose 
so demands. Thus the inherent purpose of the prakrti brought 
about the state of pralaya and then broke it up for the creative 
work again, and it is this natural change in the prakrti that may 
be regarded from another point of view as the transcendental 
influence of the purusas. 


Mahat and Ahamkara. 

The first evoiute of the prakrti is generated by a preponderance 
of the sattva (intelligence-stufif). This is indeed the earliest state 
from which all the rest of the world has sprung forth; and it is a 
state in which the stuff of sattva predominates. It thus holds 

1 The Yoga answer is of course different. It believes that the disturbance of the 
equilibrium of the prakrti for new creation takes place by the will of Hvara (God). 
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^ Jn it the minds {buddhi) of all purusas which were, lost in the 
prakrti during the pralaya. The very first work of the evolution 
of prakrti to serve the purusas is thus manifested by the separating 
out of the old buddhis or minds (of the purusas) which hold within 
themselves the old specific ignorance ( avidya ) inherent in them 
with reference to each purusa with which any particular buddhi 
is associated from beginningless time before the pralaya. This 
state of evolution consisting of all the collected minds (buddhi) 
of all the purusas is therefore called buddhitattva, It is a state 
which holds or comprehends within it the buddhis of all. indi¬ 
viduals. The individual buddhis of individual purusas are on one 
hand integrated with the buddhitattva and on the other associated 
with their specific purusas. When some buddhis once begin to 
be separated from the prakrti, other buddhi evolutions take 
place. In other words, we are to understand that once the trans¬ 
formation of buddhis is effected for the service of the purusas, 
all the other direct transformations that take place from the 


prakrti take the same line, i.e. a preponderance of sattva being 
once created by the bringing out of some buddhis, other trans¬ 
formations of prakrti that follow them have also the sattva pre¬ 
ponderance, which thus have exactly the same composition as the 
first buddhis. Thus the first transformation from prakrti becomes 
buddhi-transformation. This stage of buddhis may thus be re¬ 
garded as the most universal stage, which comprehends within it 
all the buddhis of individuals and potentially all the matter of 
which the gross world is formed. Looked at from this point of 
view it has the widest and most universal existence comprising 
all creation, and is thus called mahat (the great one). It is called 
linga (sign), as the other later existences or evolutes give us the 
ground of inferring its existence, and as such must be distin¬ 
guished from the prakrti which is called ahhga y i.e. of which no 


linga or characteristic may be affirmed. 

This mahat-tattva being once produced, further modifications 
begin to take place in three lines by three different kinds of 
undulations representing the sattva preponderance, rajas pre¬ 
ponderance and tamas preponderance. This state when the mahat 
is disturbed by the three parallel tendencies of a preponderance of 
tamas, rajas and sattva is called ahamkara , and the above three 
tendencies are respectively called tdmasika ahamkara or bhutadi, 
rdjasika or taijasa ahamkara , and vaikanka ahamkara . The raja- 
sika ahamkara cannot mark a new preponderance by itself; it only 
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ps ( sahakari ) the transformations of the sattva preponderance 
and the tamas preponderance. The development of the former 
preponderance, as is easy to see, is only the assumption of a more 
and more determinate character of the buddhi, for we remember 
that buddhi itself has been the resulting transformation of a sattva 
preponderance. Further development with the help of rajas on 
the line of sattva development could only take place when the 
buddhi as mind determined itself in specific ways. The first 
development of the buddhi on this line is called sdttvika or vai - 
karika ahamkara . This ahamkSra represents the development 




in buddhi to produce a consciousness-stufif as I or rather “ mine, * 
and must thus be distinguished from the first stage as buddhi, the 
function of which is a mere understanding and general datum as 
thisness. 

The ego or ahamkara ( abhimana-dravya) is the specific expres¬ 
sion of the general consciousness which takes experience as mine. 
The function of the ego is therefore called abhitnana (self-asser¬ 
tion). From this again come the five cognitive senses of vision, 
touch, smell, taste, and hearing, the five conative senses of speech, 
handling, foot-movement, the ejective sense and the generative 
sense; the pranas (bio-motor force) which help both conation and 
cognition are but aspects of buddhi-movement as life. The indi¬ 
vidual ahamkaras and senses are related to the individual buddhis 
by the developing sattva determinations from which they had come 
into being. Each buddhi with its own group of ahamkara (ego) 
and sense-evolutes thus forms a microcosm separate from similar 
other buddhis with their associated groups. So far therefore as 
knowledge is subject to sense-influence and the ego, it is different 
for each individual, but so far as a general mind ( karana buddhi) 
apart from sense knowledge is concerned, there is a community of 
all buddhis in the buddhitattva. Even there however each buddhi 
is separated from other buddhis by its own peculiarly associated 
ignorance ( avidya ). The buddhi and its sattva evolutes of aham¬ 
kara and the senses are so related that though they are different 
from buddhi in their functions, they are all comprehended in the 
buddhi, and mark only its gradual differentiations and modes. We 
must again remember in this connection the doctrine of refilling, 
for as buddhi exhausts its part in giving rise to ahamkara, the de¬ 
ficiency of buddhi is made good by prakrti; again as ahamkara 
partially exhausts itself in generating sense-faculties, the defi- 
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iency is made good by a refilling from the buddhi. Thus the 
change and wastage of each of the stadia are always made good 
and kept constant by a constant refilling from each higher state 
and finally from prakrti. 


The Tanmatras and the Paramaijus 1 . 

The other tendency, namely that of tamas, has to be helped 
by the liberated rajas of ahamkara, in order to make itself pre¬ 
ponderant, and this state in which the tamas succeeds in over¬ 
coming the sattva side which was so preponderant in the buddhi, 
is called bhutadi. From this bhutadi with the help of rajas are 
generated the tanmatras , the immediately preceding causes of the 
gross elements. The bhutadi thus represents only the intermediate 
stage through which the differentiations and regroupings of tamas 
reals in the mahat proceed for the generation of the tanmatras. 
There has been some controversy between Samkhya and Yoga 
as to whether the tanmatras are generated from the mahat or from 
ahamkara. The situation becomes intelligible if we remember that 
eyolution here does not mean coming out or emanation, but in¬ 
creasing differentiation in integration within the evolving whole. 
Thus the regroupings of tamas reals marks the differentiation 
which takes place within the mahat but through its stage as 
bhutadi. Bhutadi is absolutely homogeneous and inert, devoid 
of all physical and chemical characters except quantum or mass. 
The second stadium tanmStra represents subtle matter, vibratory, 
impingent, radiant, instinct with potential energy. These “poten¬ 
tials” arise from the unequal aggregation of the original mass-units 
in different proportions and collocations with an unequal distribu¬ 
tion of the original energy (rajas). The tanmatras possess some¬ 
thing more than quantum of mass and energy; they possess 
physical characters, some of them penetrability, others powers of 
impact or pressure, others radiant heat, others again capability of 
viscous and cohesive attraction*. 

In intimate relation with those physical characters they also 
possess the potentials of the energies represented by sound, touch, 
colour, taste, and smell; but, being subtle matter, they are devoid 

1 I have accepted in this section and in the next many of the translations of Sanskrit 
terms and expressions of Dr Seal and am largely indebted to him for his illuminating 
exposition of this subject as given in Ray’s Hindu Chemistry. The credit of explaining 
Samkhya physics in the light of the text belongs entirely to him. 

* Dr Seal’s Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus. 
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t>f the peculiar forms which these“potentials” assume in partich 
of gross matter like the atoms and their aggregates. In othei 
words,the potentials lodged in subtle matter must undergo peculiar 
transformations by new groupings or collocations before they can 
act as sensory stimuli as gross matter, though in the minutest 
particles thereof the sensory stimuli may be infra-sensible (at 


driya but not anudbkuta) 1 . 

Of the tanmatras the sabda or akasa tanmatra (the sound- 
potential) is first generated directly from the bhutadi. Next 
comes the sparSa or the vdyu tanmatra (touch-potential) which is 
generated by the union of a unit of tamas from bhutadi with the 
Ska£a tanmatra. The rupa tanmatra (colour-potential) is generated 
similarly by the accretion of a unit of tamas from bhutadi; the 
rasa tanmatra (taste-potential) or the ap tanmatra is also similarly 
formed. This ap tanmatra again by its union with a unit of tamas 
from bhutadi produces the gandha tanmatra (smell-potential) or 
the ksiti tanmatra 8 The difference of tanmatras or infra-atomic 
units and atoms (faramdnu) is this, that the tanmatras have only 
the potential power of affecting our senses, which must be grouped 
and regrouped in a particular form to constitute a new existence 
as atoms before they can have the power of affecting our senses. 
It is important in this connection to point out that the classifica¬ 
tion of all gross objects as ksiti, ap, tejas, marut and vyoman is 
not based upon a chemical analysis, but from the points of view 
of the five senses through which knowledge of them could be 
brought home to us. Each of our senses can only apprehend a 
particular quality and thus five different ultimate substances are 
said to exist corresponding to the five qualities which may be 
grasped by the five senses. In accordance with the existence of 
these five elements, the existence of the five potential states or 
tanmatras was also conceived to exist as the ground of the five 
gross forms. 

The five classes of atoms are generated from the tanmatras as 
follows: the sound-potential, with accretion of rudiment matter 
from bhutadi generates the aka£a-atom. The touch-potentials com¬ 
bine with the vibratory particles (sound-potential) to generate the 


1 Dr Seal’s Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus. 

8 There were various ways in which the genesis of tanmatras and atoms were ex¬ 
plained in literatures other than Saqikhya; for some account of it see Dr Seal’s Positive 
Sciences of the Ancient Hindus. 
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^vSyu-atom. The light-and-heat potentials combine with touch- 
potentials and sound-potentials to produce the tejas-atom. The 
taste-potentials combine with light-and-heat potentials, touch- 
potentials and sound-potentials to generate the ap-atom and the 
smell-potentials combine with the preceding potentials to generate 
the earth-atom. The aka$a-atom possesses penetrability, the vayu- 
atom impact or mechanical pressure, the tejas-atom radiant heat 
and light, the ap-atom viscous attraction and the earth-atom 
cohesive attraction. The akaSa we have seen forms the transition 
link from the bhutadi to the tanmatra and from the tanmatra to 
the atomic production ; it therefore deserves a special notice at 
this stage. Samkhya distinguishes between a k 5 rana-aka£a and 
karyakaSa. The k5rana-akSSa (non-atomic and aU-pervasive) 
is the formless tamas—the mass in prakrti or bhutadi; it is 
indeed all-pervasive, and is not a mere negation, a mere un¬ 
occupiedness ( avaranabkava ) or vacuum 1 . When energy is first 
associated with this tamas element it gives rise to the sound- 
potential ; the atomic 3 ka£a is the result of the integration of the 
original mass-units from bhutadi with this sound-potential (Sabda 
tanmatra ). Such an akaia-atom is called the karyakaSa; it is 
formed everywhere and held up in the original karana ak 5 £a as 
the medium for the development of v 5 yu atoms. Being atomic 
it occupies limited space. 

The ahamkara and the five tanmatras are technically called 
avtiesa or indeterminate, for further determinations or differentia¬ 
tions of them for the formation of newer categories of existence 
are possible. The eleven senses and the five atoms are called 
visesa, i.e. determinate, for they cannot further be so determined 
as to form a new category of existence. It is thus that the course 
of evolution which started in the prakrti reaches its furthest limit 
in the production of the senses on the one side and the atoms 
on the other. Changes no doubt take place in bodies having 
atomic constitution, but these changes are changes of quality due 
to spatial changes in the position of the atoms or to the intro¬ 
duction of new atoms and their re-arrangement. But these are 
not such that a newer category of existence could be formed by 
them which was substantially different from the combined atoms. 

1 Dr B. N. Seal in describing this akaia says “ Akife corresponds in some respects 
to the ether of the physicists and in others to what may be called proto-atom (protyle).” 
Ray’s History of Hindu Chemistry , p. 88. 
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The changes that take place in the atomic constitution of things 
certainly deserve to be noticed. But before we go on to this, it 
will be better to enquire about the principle of causation accord¬ 
ing to which the Samkhya-Yoga evolution should be compre¬ 
hended or interpreted. 


Principle of Causation and Conservation of Energy 1 . 

The question is raised, how can the prakrti supply the de- 
ficiences made in its evolutes by the formation of other evolutes 
from them? When from mahat some tanmatras have evolved, or 
when from the tanmatras some atoms have evolved, how can the 
deficiency in mahat and the tanmatras be made good by the 
prakrti ? 

Or again, what is the principle that guides the transformations 
that take place in the atomic stage when one gross body, say milk, 
changes into curd, and so on? Samkhya says that “as the total 
energy remains the same while the world is constantly evolving, 
cause and effect are only more or less evolved forms of the same 
ultimate Energy. The sum of effects exists in the sum of causes a/ 
in a potential form. The grouping or collocation alone changes, 
and this brings on the manifestation of the latent powers of the 
gunas, but without creation of anything new. What is called the 
(material) cause is only the power which is efficient in the pro¬ 
duction cr rather the vehicle of the power. This power is the 
unmanifested (or potential) form of the Energy set free (udbhuta- 
vrtti) in the effect. But the concomitant conditions are necessary 
to call forth the so-called material cause into activity’.” The 
appearance of an effect (such as the manifestation of the figure 
of the statue in the marble block by the causal efficiency of the 
sculptor’s art) is only its passage from potentiality to actuality 
and the concomitant conditions ( sakakari-sakti ) or efficient cause 
(nimitta-karana , such as the sculptor’s art) is a sort of mechanical 
help or instrumental help to this passage or the transition*. The 
refilling from prakrti thus means nothing more than this, that 
by the inherent teleology of the prakrti, the reals there are so 
collocated as to be transformed into mahat as those of the mahat 
have been collocated to form the bhutadi or the tanmatras. 

1 VySsabhasya and Yogavirttika , IV. 3 ; TattoavaUiradi, IV. 3. 

* Ray, History of Hindu Chtmistry, p. 71. ’ P - 73 1 
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;y Conservation of Energy and Change 

,ga however explains this more vividly on the basis of 
transformation of the liberated potential energy. The sum of 
material causes potentially contains the energy manifested in the 
sum of effects. When the effectuating condition is added to the 
sum of material conditions in a given collocation, all that happens 
is that a stimulus is imparted which removes the arrest, disturbs 
the relatively stable equilibrium, and brings on a liberation of 
energy together with a fresh collocation ( gunasannivesavisesa ). 
As the owner of an adjacent field in transferring water from one 
field to another of the same or lower level has only to remove 
the obstructing mud barriers, whereupon the water flows of itself 
to the other field, so when the efficient or instrumental causes 
(such as the sculptor’s art) remove the barrier inherent in any 
collocation against its transformation into any other collocation, 
the energy from that collocation flows out in a corresponding 
manner and determines the collocation. Thus for example the 
energy which collocated the milk-atoms to form milk was in a 
state of arrest in the milk state. If by heat or other causes this 
barrier is removed, the energy naturally changes direction in a 
corresponding manner and collocates the atoms accordingly for 
the formation of curd. So also as soon as the barriers are removed 
from the prakrti, guided by the constant will of I$vara, the reals 
in equilibrium in the state of prakrti leave their state of arrest 
and evolve themselves into mahat, etc. 

Change as the formation of new collocations. 

It is easy to see from what we have already said that any 
collocation of atoms forming a thing could not change its form, 
unless the barrier inherent or caused by the formation of the 
present collocation could be removed by some other extraneous 
instrumental cause. All gross things are formed by the colloca¬ 
tion of the five atoms of ksiti, ap, tejas, marut, and vyoman. The 
difference between one thing and another is simply this, that its 
collocation of atoms or the arrangement or grouping of atoms 
is different from that in another. The formation of a collocation 
has an inherent barrier against any change, which keeps that 
collocation in a state of equilibrium, and it is easy to see that 
these barriers exist in infinite directions in which all the other 
infinite objects of the world exist From whichever side the barrier 
is removed, the energy flows in that direction and helps the 
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.'niation of a corresponding object. Provided the suitable barrios 
could be removed, anything could be changed into any other thing. 
And it is believed that the Yogins can acquire the powers by 
which they can remove any barriers,and thus make anything out of 
any other thing. But generally in the normal course of events the 
line of evolution follows "a definite law which cannot be over¬ 
stepped ” {parinamakramaniyamd) or in other words there are 
some natural barriers which cannot be removed, and thus the 
evolutionary course has to take a path to the exclusion of those 
lines where the barriers could not be removed. Thus saffron grows 
in countries like Kashmere and not in Bengal, this is limitation of 
countries (< desapabandha ); certain kinds of paddy grow in the rainy 
season only, this is limitation of season or time ( kalapabandha) ; 
deer cannot beget men, this is limitation by form ( akdrdpabandhd)\ 
curd can come out of milk, this is the limitation of causes (nimit- 
tdpabandkd). The evolutionary course can thus follow only that 
path which is not barricaded by any of these limitations or natural 
obstructions 1 . 

Change is taking place everywhere, from the smallest and least 
to the highest Atoms and reals are continually vibrating and 
changing places in any and every object. At each moment the 
whole universe is undergoing change, and the collocation of atoms 
at any moment is different from what it was at the previous 
moment. When these changes are perceivable, they are perceived 
as dharmaparinama or changes of. dharma or quality; but per¬ 
ceived or unperceived the changes are continually going on. This 
change of appearance may be viewed from another aspect by 
virtue of which we may call it present or past, and old or new, 
and these are respectively called the laksanaparinama a rtdavasthd- 
parinama. At every moment every object of the world is under¬ 
going evolution or change, change as past, present and future, 
as new, old or unborn. When any change is in a potential state 
we call it future, when manifested present, when it becomes sub- 
latent again it is said to be past. Thus it is that the potential, 
manifest, and sub-latent changes of a thing are called future, 
present and past 5 . 

1 VycLsabh&fya , Tattvavaifaradl and Yogav&rttika y III. 14. 

a It is well to note in this connection that Sarakhya-yoga does not admit the exist¬ 
ence of timers an independent entity like the Nyaya-Vaisesika. Time represents the 
order of moments in which the mind grasps the phenomenal changes. It is hence a 
construction of the mind ( buddhi-nirtnana ). The time required by an atom to move 
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Theory of Causation 

Satkaryavada (the theory 
exists before it is generated 
cause). 


The above consideration brings us to an important aspect of 
the Samkhya view of causation as satkaryavada, Samkhya holds 
that there can be no production of a thing previously non-existent; 
causation means the appearance or manifestation of a quality due 
to certain changes of collocations in the causes which were already 
held in them in a potential form. Production of effect only means 
an internal change of the arrangement of atoms in the cause, and 
this exists in it in a potential form, and just a little loosening of 
the barrier which was standing in the way of the happening of 
such a change of arrangement will produce the desired new col¬ 
location—the effect. This doctrine is called satkaryavada , i.e. 
that the karya or effect is sat or existent even before the causal 
operation to produce the effect was launched. The oil exists in 
the sesamum, the statue in the stone, the curd in the milk. The 
causal operation ( karakavydpdra ) only renders that manifest 
(i avirbhuta ) which was formerly in an unmanifested condition 
{tiro hit a) 1 . 

The Buddhists also believed in change, as much as Samkhya 
did, but with them there was no background to the change; 
every change was thus absolutely a new one, and when it was 
past, the next moment the change was lost absolutely. There 
were only the passing dharmas or manifestations of forms and 
qualities, but there was no permanent underlying dharma or sub¬ 
stance. Samkhya also holds in the continual change of dharmas, 
but it also holds that these dharmas represent only the conditions 
of the permanent reals. The conditions and collocations of the reals 
change constantly, but the reals themselves are unchangeable. 
The effect according to the Buddhists was non-existent, it came 
into being for a moment and was lost. On account of this theory 
of causation and also on account of their doctrine of £unya, they 
were called vaindiikas (nihilists) by the VedSntins. This doctrine 
is therefore contrasted to Samkhya doctrine as asatkaryavada, 


its own measure of space is called a moment {ksana) or one unit of time. Vijfiana 
Bhiksu regards one unit movement of the guiias or reals as a moment. When by 
true wisdom the gunas are perceived as they are both the illusory notions of time and 
space vanish. Vyasabhdsya , Tattvavaifarad and Yogavarttika , ill. 53 and ill. 13. 

1 TattvakawnudI , 9. 
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»..w Jain view holds that both these views are relatively true and 
that from one point of view satkSryavada is true and from another 
asatkaryavada. The Samkhya view that the cause is continually 
transforming itself into its effects is technically called parinama- 
vada as against the Vedanta view called the vivarttavada-. that 
cause remains ever the same, and what we call effects are but 
illusory impositions of mere unreal appearance of name and foi m 


—mere Maya 1 . 


S3mkhya Atheism and Yoga Theism. 

Granted that the interchange of the positions of the infinite 
number of reals produce all the world and its transformations; 
whence comes this fixed order of the universe, the fixed order of 
cause and effect, the fixed order of the so-called barriers which 
prevent the transformation of any cause into any effect or the 
first disturbance of the equilibrium of the prakrti? Samkhya 
denies the existence of ISvara (God) or any other exterior influence, 
and holds that there is an inherent tendency in these reals which 
guides all their movements. This tendency or teleology demands 
that the movements of the reals should be in such a manner that 
they may render some service to the souls either in the direction 
of enjoyment or salvation. It is by the natural course of such a 
tendency that prakrti is disturbed, and the gunas develop on two 
lines—on the mental plane, citta or mind comprising the sense 
faculties, and on the objective plane as material objects; and it is 
in fulfilment of the demands of this tendency that on the one 
hand take place subjective experiences as the changes of the 
buddhi and on the other the infinite modes of the changes of ob¬ 
jective things. It is this tendency to be of service to the purusas 
(purusdrthata) that guides all the movements of the reals, restrains 
all disorder, renders the world a fit object of experience, and 
finally rouses them to turn back from the world and seek to attain 
liberation from the association of prakrti and its gratuitous service, 
which causes us all this trouble of samsara. 

Yoga here asks, how the blind tendency of the non-intelligent 

1 Both the Vedinta and the Satnkhya theories of causation are sometimes loosely 
called satk&ryyavada. But correctly speaking as some discerning commentators have 
pointed out, the Vedanta theory of causation should be called satkaranavada for ac¬ 
cording to it the kirana (cause) alone exists (sat) and all ktryyas (effects) are illusory 
appearances of the karatja; but according to Samkhya the karyya exists in a potential 
state in the kirana and is hence always existing and real. 



Yoga Theism 
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Jrti can bring forth this order and harmony of the universe, 
how can it determine what course of evolution will be of the best 
service to the purusas, how can it remove its own barriers and 
lend itself to the evolutionary process from the state of prakrti 
equilibrium? How too can this blind tendency so regulate the 
evolutionary order that all men must suffer pains according to 
their bad karmas, and happiness according to their good ones? 
There must be some intelligent Being who should help the course 
of evolution in such a way that this system of order and harmony 
may be attained. This Being is ISvara. IS vara is a purusa who 
had never been subject to ignorance, afflictions, or passions. His 
body is of pure sattva quality which can never be touched by 
ignorance. He is all knowledge and all powerful. He has a per¬ 
manent wish that those barriers in the course of the evolution of 
the reals by which the evolution of the gunas may best serve the 
double interest of the purusa’s experience (bhegd) and liberation 
{apavarga) should be removed. It is according to this perma¬ 
nent will of ISvara that the proper barriers are removed and the 
gunas follow naturally an intelligent course of evolution for the 
service of the best interests of the purusas. Isvara has not created 
the prakrti; he only disturbs the equilibrium of the prakrti in its 
quiescent state, and later on helps it to follow an intelligent order 
by which the fruits of karma are properly distributed and the order 
of the world is brought about. This acknowledgement of Iivara 
in Yoga and its denial by Samkhya marks the main theoretic 
difference between the two according to which the Yoga and 
Samkhya are distinguished as Sesvara Samkhya (Samkhya with 
Isvara) and NirWvara Samkhya (Atheistic Samkhya) 1 . 


Buddhi and Puru?a. 

The question again arises that though purusa is pure intel¬ 
ligence, the gunas are non-intelligent subtle substances, how 
can the latter come into touch with the former? Moreover, 
the purusa is pure inactive intelligence without any touch of 
impurity and what service or need can such a purusa have of 
the gunas? This difficulty is anticipated by Samkhya, which has 
already made room for its answer by assuming that one class of 
the gunas called sattva is such that it resembles the purity and 
the intelligence of the purusa to a very high degree, so much so 

1 Taitvavai/aradi, IV. 3; Yogavdrtiika, l. 24; and Pravacanabhdfya, v. 1-12. 
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it can reflect the intelligence of the purusa, and thus render 
its non-intelligent transformations to appear as if they were in¬ 
telligent. Thus all our thoughts and other emotional or volitional 
operations are really the non-intelligent transformations of the 
buddhi or citta having a large sattva preponderance; but by virtue 
of the reflection of the purusa in the buddhi, these appear as if 
they are intelligent. The self (purusa) according to Samkhya- 
Yoga is not directly demonstrated by self-consciousness. Its 
existence is a matter of inference on teleological grounds and 
grounds of moral responsibility. The self cannot be directly 
noticed as being separate from the buddhi modifications. Through 
beginningless ignorance there is a confusion and the changing 
states of buddhi are regarded as conscious. These buddhi changes 
are further so associated with the reflection of the purusa in the 
buddhi that they are interpreted as the experiences of the purusa. 
This association of the buddhi with the reflection of the purusa 
in the buddhi has such a special fitness (j yogyata) that it is inter¬ 
preted as the experience of the purusa. This explanation of 
Vacaspati of the situation is objected to by Vijftana Bhiksu. 
Vijftana Bhiksu says that the association of the buddhi with the 
image of the purusa cannot give us the notion of a real person 
who undergoes the experiences. It is to be supposed therefore 
that when the buddhi is intelligized by the reflection of the purusa, 
it is then superimposed upon the purusa, and we have the notion 
of an abiding person who experiences 1 . Whatever may be the 
explanation, it seems that the union of the buddhi with the purusa 
is somewhat mystical. As a result of this reflection of cit on 
buddhi and the superimposition of the buddhi the purusa cannot 
realize that the transformations of the buddhi are not its own. 
Buddhi resembles purusa in transparency, and the purusa fails to 
differentiate itself from the modifications of the buddhi, and as 
a result of this non-distinction the purusa becomes bound down 
to the buddhi, always failing to recognize the truth that the 
buddhi and its transformations are wholly alien to it This non¬ 
distinction of purusa from buddhi which is itself a mode of buddhi 
is what is meant by avidya (non-knowledge) in Samkhya, and is 
the root of all experience and all misery 3 . 

1 Tattvavatt&radi and Yogavdrttika, I. 4. 

* This indicates the nature of the analysis of illusion with Samkhya. It is the 
non-apprehension of the distinction of two things (e.g. the snake and the rope) that 



Ignorance and Illusion 


<8L 


^ oga holds a slightly different view and supposes that the 
purusa not only fails to distinguish the difference between it¬ 
self and the buddhi but positively takes the transformations of 
buddhi as its own. It is no non-perception of the difference 
but positively false knowledge, that we take the purusa to be 
that which it is not (anyathakhyati ). It takes the changing, 
impure, sorrowful, and objective prakrti or buddhi to be the 
changeless, pure, happiness-begetting subject. It wrongly thinks 
buddhi to be the self and regards it as pure, permanent and 
capable of giving us happiness. This is the avidya of Yoga. 
A buddhi associated with a purusa is dominated by such an 
avidya, and when birth after birth the same buddhi is associated 
with the same purusa, it cannot easily get rid of this avidya. 
If in the meantime pralaya takes place, the buddhi is submerged 
in the prakrti, and the avidya also sleeps with it. When at the 
beginning of the next creation the individual buddhis associated 
with the purusas emerge, the old avidyas also become manifest 
by virtue of it and the buddhis associate themselves with the 
purusas to which they were attached before the pralaya. Thus 
proceeds the course of samsara. When the avidya of a person 
is rooted out by the rise of true knowledge, the buddhi fails to 
attach itself to the puriisa and is forever dissociated from it, and 
this is the state of mukti. 


The Cognitive Process and some characteristics of Citta. 

It has been said that buddhi and the internal objects have 
evolved in order to giving scope to the experience of the purusa. 
What is the process of this experience? Samkhya (as explained 
by Vacaspati) holds that through the senses the buddhi comes 
into touch with external objects. At the first moment of this 
touch there is an indeterminate consciousness in which the parti¬ 
culars of the thing cannot be noticed. This is called nirvtkalpa 
pratyaksa (indeterminate perception). At the next moment by 
the function of the sarnkalpa (synthesis) and vtkalpa (abstraction 
or imagination) of manas (mind-organ) the thing is perceived in 
all its determinate character; the manas differentiates, integrates, 
and associates the sense-data received through the senses, and 

is the cause of illusion; it is therefore called the akhyati (non-apprehension) theory of 
illusion which must be distinguished from the anyathakhy&ti (misapprehension) theoi y 
of illusion of Yoga which consists in positively misapprehending one (e.g. the rope) 
for the other (e.g. snake). Yogavdrttika , I. 8. 
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_h»js generates the determinate perception, which when intelligiied 
by the purusa and associated with it becomes interpreted as the 
experience of the person. The action of the senses, ahamkara, 
and buddhi, may take place sometimes successively and at other 
times as in cases of sudden fear simultaneously. Vijfiana Bhiksu 
differs from this view of Vacaspati, and denies the synthetic 
activity of the mind-organ (manas), and says that the buddhi 
directly comes into touch with the objects through the senses. 
At the first moment of touch the perception is indeterminate. 


but at the second moment it becomes clear and determinate 1 . 
It is evident that on this view the importance of manas is reduced 
to a minimum and it is regarded as being only the faculty of de¬ 
sire, doubt and imagination. 

Buddhi, including ahamkara and the senses, often called citta 
in Yoga, is always incessantly suffering changes like the flame 
of a lamp; it is made up of a large preponderance of the pure 
sattva substances, and is constantly moulding itself from one con¬ 
tent to another. These images by the dual reflection of buddhi 
and purusa are constantly becoming conscious, and are being 
interpreted as the experiences of a person. The existence of the 
purusa is to be postulated for explaining the illumination of con¬ 
sciousness and for explaining experience and moral endeavour. 
The buddhi is spread all over the body, as it were, for it is by its 
functions that the life of the body is kept up; for the Samkhya 
does not admit any separate prana vayu (vital breath) to keep the 
body living. What are called vayus (bio-motor force) in Vedanta 
are but the different modes of operation of this category of 
buddhi, which acts all through the body and by its diverse move¬ 
ments performs the life-functions and sense-functions of the body. 


J As the contact of the buddhi with the external objects takes place through the 
senses, the sense-data of colours, etc., are modified by the senses if they are defective. 
The spatial qualities of things are however perceived by the senses directly,‘but the 
time order is a scheme of the citta or the buddhi. Generally speaking Yoga holds 
that the external objects are faithfully copied by the buddhi in which they are reflected, 
like trees in a lake i 

“ tasmimSca darpanc spkArc samastd vastudrstayah 
im&st&h pratibimbanii sarasiva tatadrum&h” Yogavaritika, I. 4. 

The buddhi assumes the form of the object which is reflected on it by the senses, 
or rather the mind flows out through the senses to the external objects and assumes 
their forms : “ indriyanycva prandlika cittasaficarayani&rgah taih samyujya ladgola- 
kadvdrd bahyavastupuparaktasya cittasyendriy&sahiiycnaivarthakarah partndmo 
bhavatiYogavUrUika , 1. vi. 7. Contrast Tattvakaumudi , 27 and 30. 
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part from the perceptions and the life-functions, buddhi, or 
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rimer citta as Yoga describes it, contains within it the root im¬ 
pressions ( samskaras ) and the tastes and instincts or tendencies 
of all past lives ( vasana) 1 . These samskaras are revived under suit¬ 
able associations. Every man had had infinite numbers of births in 
their past lives as man and as some animal. In all these lives the 
same citta was always following him. The citta has thus collected 
within itself the instincts and tendencies .of all those different 
animal lives. It is knotted with these vasanas like a net If a man 
passes into a dog life by rebirth, the vasanSs of a dog life, which 
the man must have had in some of his previous infinite number of 
births, are revived, and the man's tendencies become like those of 
a dog. He forgets the experiences of his previous life and becomes 
attached to enjoyment in the manner of a dog. It is by the revival 
of the vasanS suitable to each particular birth that there cannot be 
any collision such as might have occurred if the instincts and 
tendencies of a previous dog-life were active when any one was 
born as man. 

The samskaras represent the root impressions by which any 
habit of life that man has lived through, or any pleasure in 
which he took delight for some time, or any passions which were 

1 The word saipskara is used by Panini who probably preceded Buddha in three 
different senses: (i) improving a thing as distinguished from generating a new quality 
(Sola utkarsadhSuam samskdrah , Ka£ika on Papini, Vi. ii. 16), (a) conglomeration 
or aggregation, and (3) adornment (Pacini, vi. i. 137, 138). In the Pitakas the word 
sankhara is used in various senses such as constructing, preparing, perfecting, embel¬ 
lishing, aggregation, matter, karma, the skandhas (collected by Childers). In fact 
sankhara stands for almost anything of which impermanence conld be predicated. 
But in spite of so many diversities of meaning I venture to suggest that the meaning 
of aggregation {samavdya of Pacini) is prominent. The word samskaroti is used in 
Kau§ 5 taki, II. < 5 , Chandogya, iv. xvi. 2, 3, 4, viii. 8, 5, and Brhadarapyaka, vi. iii. 1, 
in the sense of improving. I have not yet come across any literary use of the second 
meaning in Sanskrit. The meaning of samskara in Hindu philosophy is altogether 
different. It means the impressions (which exist sub-consciously in the mind) of the 
objects experienced. All our experiences whether cognitive, emotional or conative 
exist in sub-conscious states and may under suitable conditions be reproduced as 
memory (smrti). The word vasana ( Yoga sStra , iv. 14) seems to be a later word. The 
earlier Upanisads do not mention it and so far as I know it is not mentioned in the Pali 
pitakas. Abhtdh&nappadlpikS of Moggallana mentions it, and it occurs in the Muktika 
Upanisad. It comes from the root 44 vas ” to stay. It is often loosely used in the sense 
of samskara, and in Vydsabhdsya they are identified in iv. 9. But vasana generally 
refers to the tendencies of past lives most of which lie dormant in the mind. Only those 
appear which can find scope in this life. But samskaras are the sub-conscious states 
which are being constantly generated by experience. Vasanas are innate samskaras not 
acquired in this life. See Vydsabhajya, 1 'attvavaUdradT and YogavSrtiika., il 13. 
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not now be experienced, yet the fact that they were experienced 
before has so moulded and given shape to the citta that the 
citta will try to reproduce them by its own nature even without 
any such effort on our part. To safeguard against the revival of 
any undesirable idea or tendency it is therefore necessary that its 
roots as already left in the citta in the form of samskaras should 
be eradicated completely by the formation of the habit of a con¬ 
trary tendency, which if made sufficiently strong will by its own 
samskara naturally stop the revival of the previous undesirable 


samskaras. 

Apart from these the citta possesses volitional activity Kcesta) 
by which the conative senses are brought into relation to their 
objects. There is also the reserved potent power (s'aktf) of citta, 
by which it can restrain itself and change its courses or continue 
to persist in any one direction. These characteristics are involved 
in the very essence of citta, and form the groundwork of the Yoga 
method of practice, which consists in steadying a particular state 

of mind to the exclusion of others. 

Merit or demerit ( punya , papa) also is imbedded in the citta 
as its tendencies, regulating the mode of its movements, and 
giving pleasures and pains in accordance with it. 


Sorrow and its Dissolution 1 . 

Samkhya and the Yoga, like the Buddhists, hold that all 
experience is sorrowful. Tamas, we know, represents the pain 
substance. As tamas must be present in some degree in all com¬ 
binations, all intellectual operations are fraught with some degree 
of painful feeling. Moreover even in states of temporary pleasure, 
we had sorrow at the previous moment when we had solicited 
it, and we have sorrow even when we enjoy it, for we have the 
fear that we may lose it. The sum total of sorrows is thus much 
greater than the pleasures, and the pleasures only strengthen the 
keenness of the sorrow. The wiser the man the greater is his 
capacity of realizing that the world and our experiences are all full 
of sorrow. For unless a man is convinced of this great truth that 
all is sorrow, and that temporary pleasures, whether generated by 
ordinary worldly experience or by enjoying heavenly experiences 
through the performance of Vedic sacrifices, are quite unable to 

1 TattvavaiSdradl and Yogavarttika, II. 15, and Tattvakaumudi , I. 
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irate the roots of sorrow, he will not be anxious for mukti or 
the final uprooting of pains. A man must feel that all pleasures 
lead to sorrow, and that the ordinary ways of removing 
sorrows by seeking enjoyment cannot remove them ultimately, 
he must turn his back on the pleasures of the world and on the 
pleasures of paradise. The performances of sacrifices according 
to the Vedic rites may indeed give happiness, but as these involve 
the sacrifice of animals they must involve some sins and hence also 
some pains. Thus the performance of these cannot be regarded 
as desirable. It is when a man ceases from seeking pleasures 
that he thinks how best he can eradicate the roots of sorrow. 
Philosophy shows how extensive is sorrow, why sorrow comes, 
what is the way to uproot it, and what is the state when it is 
uprooted. The man who has resolved to uproot sorrow turns to 
philosophy to find out the means of doing it. 

The way of eradicating the root of sorrow is thus the practica 
enquiry of the Samkhya philosophy*. All experiences are sorrow. 
Therefore some means must be discovered by which all experi¬ 
ences may be shut out for ever. Death cannot bring it, for after 
death we shall have rebirth. So long as citta (mind) and purusa 
are associated with each other, the sufferings will continue.. 
Citta must be dissociated from purusa. Citta or buddhi, Sam¬ 
khya says, is associated with purusa because of the non-dis¬ 
tinction of itself from buddhi 3 . It is necessary therefore that m 
buddhi we should be able to generate the true conception of the 
nature of purusa; when this true conception of purusa arises in 
the buddhi it feels itself to be different, and distinct, from and 
quite unrelated to purusa, and thus ignorance is destroyed. As 
a result of that, buddhi turns its back on purusa and can no 
longer bind it to its experiences, which are all irrevocably con¬ 
nected with sorrow, and thus the purusa remains in its true 
form. This according to Samkhya philosophy is alone adequate 
to bring about the liberation of the purusa. Prakrti which was 
leading us through cycles of experiences from birth to birth, fulfils 
its final purpose when this true knowledge arises differentiating 


i Yoga puts it in a slightly modified form. Its object is the cessation of the rebirth- 
process which is so much associated with sorrow (duhkhabahulah sams&rak kcya/i). 

P » ThTword citta is a Yoga term. It is so called because it is the repository of all 

sub-conscious states. Samkhya generally uses the word buddhi. Bo * 

the same substance, the mind, but they emphasise its two different functions. Buddhr 

means intellection. 
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\ from prakrti. This final purpose being atts 
:i can never again bind the purusa with reference to whom 
this right knowledge was generated ; for other purusas however 
the* bondage remains as before, and they continue their experi¬ 
ences from one birth to another in an endless cycle. 

Yoga, however, thinks that mere philosophy is not sufficient. 
In order to bring about liberation it is not enough that a true 
knowledge differentiating purusa and buddhi should arise, but it 
is necessary that all the old habits of experience of buddhi, all 
its samskaras should be once for all destroyed never to be revived 
again. At this stage the buddhi is transformed into its purest 
state, reflecting steadily the true nature of the purusa. This is 
the kevala (oneness) state of existence after which (all samskaras, 
all avidya being altogether uprooted) the citta is impotent any 
longer to hold on to the purusa, and like a stone hurled from a 
mountain top, gravitates back into the prakrti 1 . To destroy the 
old samskaras, knowledge alone not being sufficient, a graduated 
course of practice is necessary. This graduated practice should 
be so arranged that by generating the practice of living higher 
and better modes of life, and steadying the mind on its subtler 
states, the habits of ordinary life may be removed. As the yogin 
advances he has to give up what he had adopted as good and 
try for that which is still better. Continuing thus he reaches the 
state when the buddhi is in its ultimate perfection and purity. 
At this stage the buddhi assumes the form of the purusa, and 
final liberation takes place. 

Karmas in Yoga are divided into four classes: (i) iukla or 
white ( punya , those that produce happiness), (2) krsna or black 
( papa , those that produce sorrow), (3) iukla-kr$na \punya-pdpa , 
most of our ordinary actions are partly virtuous and partly vicious 
as they involve, if not anything else, at least the death of many 
insects), (4) asukldkrstia (those inner acts of self-abnegation, and 
meditation which are devoid of any fruits as pleasures or pains). 
All external actions involve some sins, for it is difficult to work 
in the world and avoid taking the lives of insects 2 3 . All karmas 

1 Both Samkhya and Yoga speak of this emancipated state as Kaivalya (alone*ness), 
the former because all sorrows have been absolutely uprooted, never to grow up again 

and the latter because at this state purusa remains for ever alone without any associa¬ 
tion with buddhi, see Samkhya kdrikd, 68 and Yoga siitras, IV. 34. 

3 Vyasabhdsya and Tattvavaiiaradi, iv. 7. 
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five-fold afflictions (kleSas\ namely 
asmita , rdga , dvesa and abkinivesa. 

We have already noticed what was meant by avidya. It con¬ 
sists generally in ascribing intelligence to buddhi, in thinking it 
as permanent and leading to happiness. This false knowledge 
while remaining jin this form further manifests itself in the other 
four forms of asmita, etc. Asmita means the thinking of worldly 
objects and our experiences as really belonging to us—the 
sense of " mine ” or “ I * to things that really are the qualities or 
transformations of the gunas. Raga means the consequent attach¬ 
ment to pleasures and things. Dvesa means aversion or antipathy 
to unpleasant things. AbhiniveSa is the desire for life or love of 

life_the will to be. We proceed to work because we think our 

experiences to be our own, our body to be our own, our family 
to be our own, our possessions to be our own; because we are 
attached to these; because we feel great antipathy against any 
mischief that might befall them, and also because we love our 
life and always try to preserve it against any mischief. These all 
proceed, as is easy to see, from their root avidya, which consists 
in the false identification of buddhi with purusa. These five, 
avidya, asmita, raga, dvesa and abhinive£a, permeate our buddhi, 
and lead us to perform karma and to suffer. These together 
with the performed karmas which lie inherent in the buddhi as 
a particular mode of it transmigrate with the buddhi from birth 
to birth, and it is hard to get rid of them 1 . The karma in the 
aspect in which it lies in the buddhi as a mode or modification of 
it is called karmdsaya (the bed of karma for the purusa to lie in). 
We perform a karma actuated by the vicious tendencies ( klesa ) of 
the buddhi. The karma when thus performed leaves its stain or 
modification on the buddhi, and it is so ordained according to the 
teleology of the prakrti and the removal of obstacles in the course 
of its evolution in accordance with it by the permanent will of 
16vara that each vicious action brings sufferance and a virtuous 
one pleasure, 

The karmas performed in the present life will generally ac¬ 
cumulate, and when the time for giving their fruits comes, such 
a life is ordained for the person, such a body is made ready for 
him according to the evolution of prakrti as shall make it possible 
for him to suffer or enjoy the fruits thereof. The karma of the 

i Vy&abkasya and Tattvawattaradi , II. 3-9. 
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Resent life thus determines the particular kind of future birth 
(as this or that animal or man), the period of life {dyus) $nd the 
painful or pleasurable experiences ( bhoga ) destined for that life. 
Exceedingly good actions and extremely bad actions often pro¬ 
duce their effects in this life. It may also happen that a man has 
done certain bad actions, for the realization of the fruits of which 
he requires a dog-life and good actions for the fruits of which 
he requires a man-life. In such cases the good action may remain 
in abeyance and the man may suffer the pains of a dog-life first 
and then be born again as a man to enjoy the fruits of his good 
actions. But if we can remove ignorance and the other afflictions, 
all his previous unfulfilled karmas are for ever lost and cannot 
again be revived. He has of course to suffer the fruits of those 
karmas which have already ripened. This is th e jivanmukti stage, 
when the sage has attained true knowledge and is yet suffering 
mundane life in order to experience the karmas that have already 
ripened (tisfhati samskaravasdt cakrabhra?nivaddhrtasarirah\ 


Citta. 

The word Yoga which was formerly used in Vedic literature 
in the sense of the restraint of the senses is used by Patafijali in 
his Yoga sutra in the sense of the partial or full restraint or 
steadying of the states of citta. Some sort of concentration may 
be brought about by violent passions, as when fighting against 
a mortal enemy, or even by an ignorant attachment or instinct. 
The citta which has the concentration of the former type is called 
ksipta (wild) and of the latter type pramudha (ignorant). There 
is another kind of citta, as with all ordinary people, in which 
concentration is only possible for a time, the mind remaining 
steady on one thing for a short time leaves that off and clings to 
another thing and so on. This is called the viksipta (unsteady) 
stage of mind ( cittabhumi ). As distinguished from these there is 
an advanced stage of citta in which it can concentrate stclJclily on 
an object for a long time. This is the ekdgra (one-pointed) stage. 
There is a still further advanced stage in which the citta processes 
are absolutely stopped. This happens immediately before mukti, 
and is called the nirodha (cessation) state of citta. The purpose of 
Yoga is to achieve the conditions of the last two stages of citta. 

The cittas have five processes (vrtti\ (i) pramdna 1 (valid 

1 Samkhya holds that both validity and invalidity of any cognition depend upon 
the cognitive state itself and not on correspondence with external facts or objects 
(sva/a/i prdmdnyam svatah aprarndnyaui ). The contribution of Samkhya to the doc- 
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states such as are generated by perception, inference 
and scriptural testimony), (2) viparyaya (false knowledge, illusion, 
etc.), (3) vikalpa (abstraction, construction and different kinds of 
imagination), (4) nidrd (sleep, is a vacant state of mind, in which 
tamas tends to predominate), (5) smrti (memory). 

These states of mind (vrtii) comprise our inner experience. 
When they lead us towards samsara into the course of passions 
and their satisfactions, they are said to be klista (afflicted or 
leading to affliction) ; when they lead us towards liberation, they 
are called aklista (unafflicted). To whichever side we go, towards 
samsara or towards mukti, we have to make use of our states of 
mind; the states which are bad often alternate with good states, 
and whichever state should tend towards our final good (libera¬ 
tion) must be regarded as good. 

This draws attention to that important characteristic of citta, 
that it sometimes tends towards good (i.e. liberation) and some¬ 
times towards bad (samsara). It is like a river, as the Vydsa- 
bhasya says, which flows both ways, towards sin and towards the 
good. The teleology of prakrti requires that it should produce 
in man the samsara as well as the liberation tendency. 

Thus in accordance with it in the midst of many bad thoughts 
and bad habits there come good moral will and good thoughts, 
and in the midst of good thoughts and habits come also bad 
thoughts and vicious tendencies. The will to be good is therefore 
never lost in man, as it is an innate tendency in him which is 
as strong as his desire to enjoy pleasures. This point is rather 
remarkable, for it gives us the key of Yoga ethics and shows that 
our desire of liberation is not actuated by any hedonistic attraction 
for happiness or even removal of pain, but by an innate tendency 
of the mind to follow the path of liberation 1 . Removal of pains 

trine of inference is not definitely known. What little Vacaspati says on the subject has 
been borrowed from Vatsyayana such as the putvavat , §e$avat and samdnyatodrsta types 
of inference, and these may better be consulted in our chapter on Nyaya or in the Tdtpar- 
yatikd of Vacaspati. Samkhya inference was probably from particular to particular on 
the ground of seven kinds of relations according to which they had seven kinds of in¬ 
ference * * mdtrdnimittasamyogivirodhisahacdribhik. Svasvatnibadhyagh&t&dyaih sdrrt- 

khvdndm saptadhdnumd ’ ’ ( Tdtparyatikd, p. 109). Samkhya definition of inference as 
given by Udyotakara (l I. v) is “ sambandhadckasm&t praiyakfdcchesastddhxranunia - 

nam . 

1 Samkhya however makes the absolute and complete destruction of three kinds 
of sorrows, adhy&tmika (generated internally by the illness of the body or the unsatis¬ 
fied passions of the mind), adkibhautika (generated externally by the injuries inflicted 
by other men, beasts, etc.) and adhidaivika (generated by the injuries inflicted by demons 
and ghosts) the object of all our endeavours ( purusartha ). 





mrnsTfy 



The Kapila and the Pdtanjala Sdmkhya 

course the concomitant effect of following such a course^ut 
still the motive to follow this path is a natural and irresistible 
tendency of the mind. Man has power ( sakti) stored up in his 
citta, and he has to use it in such a way that this tendency may 
gradually grow stronger and stronger and ultimately uproot the 
other. He must succeed in this, since prakrti wants liberation for 
her final realization 1 . 


Yoga Purificatory Practices (Parikarma). 

The purpose of Yoga meditation is to steady the mind on 
the gradually advancing stages of thoughts towards liberation, 
so that vicious tendencies may gradually be more and more 
weakened and at last disappear altogether. But before the mind 
can be fit for this lofty meditation, it is necessary that it should 
be purged of ordinary impurities. Thus the intending yogin 
should practise absolute non-injury to all living beings ( ahimsa ), 
absolute and strict truthfulness {satya), non-stealing ( asteya\ 
absolute sexual restraint ( brahmacarya ) and the acceptance of 
nothing but that which is absolutely necessary ( aparigraha ). 
These are collectively called yama. Again side by side with these 
abstinences one must also practise external cleanliness by ablu¬ 
tions and inner cleanliness of the mind, contentment of mind, the 
habit of bearing all privations of heat and cold, or keeping the 
body unmoved and remaining silent in speech ( tapas ), the study 
of philosophy (. svadhyaya ) and meditation on l£vara ( Iivara - 
pranidhana ). These are collectively called myomas . To these are 
also to be added certain other moral disciplines such as pratipaksa- 
bHavana, maitri , karuna , muditd and upeksa . Pratipaksa-bhavana 
means that whenever a bad thought (e.g. selfish motive) may 
come one should practise the opposite good thought (self- 
sacrifice); so that the bad thoughts may not find any scope. 
Most of our vices are originated by our unfriendly relations 
with our fellow-beings. To remove these the practice of mere 
abstinence may not be sufficient, and therefore one should 
habituate the mind to keep itself in positive good relations with 
our fellow-beings. The practice of maitri means to think of 
all beings as friends. If we continually habituate ourselves to 
think this, we can never be displeased with them. So too one 
should practise karuna or kindly feeling for sufferers, mudita 


1 See my ‘* Yoga PsychologyQuest, October, 1921. 
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feeling of happiness for the good of all beings, and upeksa 
or a feeling of equanimity and indifference for the vices of others. 
The last one indicates that the yogin should not take any note 
of the vices of vicious men. 

When the mind becomes disinclined to all worldly pleasures 
(vairagya ) and to all such as are promised in heaven by the per¬ 
formances of Vedic sacrifices, and the mind purged of its dross 
and made fit for the practice of Yoga meditation, the yogin may 
attain liberation by a constant practice (abhytisa) attended with 
faith, confidence (. sraddha ), strength of purpose and execution 
(vitya ) and wisdom {prajnti) attained at each advance. 


The Yoga Meditation. 

When the mind has become pure the chances of its being 
ruffled by external disturbances are greatly reduced. At such 
a stage the yogin takes a firm posture ( tisana ) and fixes his mind 
on any object he chooses. It is, however, preferable that he should 
fix it on ISvara, for in that case I$vara being pleased removes 
many of the obstacles in his path, and it becomes easier for 
him to attain success. But of course he makes his own choice, 
and can choose anything he likes for the unifying concentration 
(samadhi) of his mind. There are four states of this unifying 
concentration namely vitarka, victim , tinanda and asmita. Of 
these vitarka and vicara have each two varieties, savitarka , nirvi - 
tarka ) savictira,nirvtcdra 1 . When the mind concentrates on objects, 
remembering their names and qualities, it is called the savitarka 
stage ; when on the five tanmatras with a remembrance of their 
qualities it is called savicara, and when it is one with the tan¬ 
matras without any notion of their qualities it is called nirvic5ra. 
Higher than these are the ananda and the asmita states. In the 
ananda state the mind concentrates on the buddhi with its func¬ 
tions of the senses causing pleasure. In the asmita stage buddhi 
concentrates on pure substance as divested of all modifica¬ 
tions. In all these stages there are objects on which the mind 
consciously concentrates, these are therefore called the samprajfitita 
(with knowledge of objects) types of samadhi. Next to this comes 
the last stage of samadhi called the asantprajntita or nirodha 
samadhi, in which the mind is without any object. By remaining 

1 V&caspati, however, thinks that ananda and asmita have also two other varieties, 
which is denied by Bhiksu. 
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in this stage the old potencies (samskaras) or impress* 
to the continued experience of worldly events tending towards 
the objective world or towards any process of experiencing inner 
thinking are destroyed by the production of a strong habit of the 
nirodha state. At this stage dawns the true knowledge, when the 
buddhi becomes as pure as the purusa, and after that the citta not 
being able to bind the purusa any longer returns back to prakrti. 

In order to practise this concentration one has to see that 
there may be no disturbance, and the yogin should select a 
quiet place on a hill or in a forest. One of the main obstacles 
is, however, to be found in our constant respiratory action. This 
has to be stopped by the practice of pranayama . Pranayama 
consists in taking in breath, keeping it for a while and then 
giving it up. With practice one may retain breath steadily for 
hours, days, months and even years. When there is no need 
of taking in breath or giving it out, and it can be retained 
steady for a long time, one of the main obstacles is removed. 

The process of practising concentration is begun by sitting 
in a steady posture, holding the breath by pranayama, excluding 
all other thoughts, and fixing the mind on any object ( dharana ). 
At first it is difficult to fix steadily on any object, and the same 
thought has to be repeated constantly in the mind, this is called 
dhyana . After sufficient practice in dhyana the mind attains the 
power of making itself steady; at this stage it becomes one 
with its object and there is no change or repetition. There is 
no consciousness of subject, object or thinking, but the mind 
becomes steady and one with the object of thought. This is called 
samadhi\ We have already described the six stages of samadhi. 
As the yogin acquires strength in one stage of samadhi, he passes 
on to a still higher stage and so on. As he progresses onwards 
he attains miraculous powers {vibkuti) and his faith and hope 
in the practice increase. Miraculous powers bring with them 
many temptations, but the yogin is firm of purpose and even 
though the position of Indra is offered to him he does not relax. 
His wisdom ( prajfla ) also increases at each step. Prajfta know¬ 
ledge is as clear as perception, but while perception is limited to 

1 It should be jioted that the word samadhi cannot propedy be translated either 
by “ concentration ” or by “ meditation.” It means that peculiar kind of concentra¬ 
tion in the Yoga sense by which the mind becomes one with its object and there is no 
movement of the mind into its passing states. 
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cefiain gross things and certain gross qualities* prajfia has no 
such limitations, penetrating into the subtlest things, the tan- 
matras, the gunas, and perceiving clearly ard vividly all their 
subtle conditions and qualities*. As the potencies (samskard )^of the 
prajfia wisdom grow in strength the potencies of ordinary know¬ 
ledge are rooted out, and the yogin continues to remain always 
in his prajfia wisdom. It is a peculiarity of this prajfia t at it 
leads a man towards liberation and cannot bind him to saipsara. 
The final prajftas which lead to liberation are of seven kin s, 
namely, <1) I have known the world, the object of suffering and 
misery, I have nothing more to know of it. (2) The grounds and 
roots of samsara have been thoroughly uprooted, nothing more 
of it remains to be uprooted. (3) Removal has become a fact of 
direct cognition by inhibitive trance. (4) The means of knowledge 
in the shape of a discrimination of purusa from prakrti has been 
understood. The other three are not psychological but are rather 
metaphysical processes associated with the situation. They are 
as follows: (5) The double purpose of buddhi experience and 
emancipation (bhoga and apavarga) has been realized. (6) The 
strong gravitating tendency of the disintegrated gunas drives 
them into prakrti like heavy stones dropped from high hill tops. 
(7) The buddhi disintegrated into its constituents the gunas 
become merged in the prakrti and remain there for ever. The 
purusa having passed beyond the bondage of the gunas shines 
forth in its pure intelligence. There is no bliss or happiness in 
this Samkhya-Yoga mukti, for all feeling belongs to prakrti. It 
is thus a state of pure intelligence. What the Samkhya tries to 
achieve through knowledge. Yoga achieves through the perfected 
discipline of the will and psychological control of the mental 


states. 

1 The limitations which baffle perception are counted in the Kdnk& as follows: 
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Extreme remoteness (e.g. a lark high up in the sky), extreme proxumty (e.g. collynum 
inside the eye), loss of sense-organ (e.g. a blind man), want of attention, extreme 
smallness of the object (e.g. atoms), obstruction by other intervening objects (e.g. by 
walls), presence of superior lights (the star cannot be seen in daylight), being mixed 
up with other things of its own kind (e.g. water thrown into a lake). 

s Though all things are but the modifications of gunas yet the real nature of the 
gusas is never revealed by the sense-knowledge. What appears to the senses are but 
illusory characteristics like those of magic (maya): 

“ Cunandm paramam ritpam tia dfftipaihamrcchaii 
Yattu drstipatham praptam tanmayeva stitucchakam:' 

Vy&sabhapya, iv. 13. 

The real nature of the gupas is thus revealed only by prajfia. 

D. ,8 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE NYAYA-VAISESIKA PHILOSOPHY 


Criticism of Buddhism and Samkhya from the 
Nyaya standpoint. 

The Buddhists had upset all common sense convictions of 
substance and attribute, cause and effect, and permanence of 
things, on the ground that all collocations are momentary; 
each group of collocations exhausts itself in giving rise to 
another group and that to another and so on. But if a col¬ 
location representing milk generates the collocation of curd 
it is said to be due to a joint action of the elements forming 
the cause-collocation and the modus operandi is unintelligible; 
the elements composing the cause-collocation cannot separately 
generate the elements composing the effect-collocation, for on 
such a supposition it becomes hard to maintain the doctrine 
of momentariness as the individual and separate exercise of in¬ 
fluence on the part of the cause-elements and their coordination 
and manifestation as effect cannot but take more than one moment. 
The supposition that the whole of the effect-collocation is the 
result of the joint action of the elements of cause-collocation is 
against our universal uncontradicted experience that specific 
elements constituting the cause (e.g. the whiteness of milk) are 
the cause of other corresponding elements of the effect (e.g. the 
whiteness of the curd); and we could not say that the hardness, 
blackness, and other properties of the atoms of iron in a lump 
state should not be regarded as the cause of similar qualities in 
the iron ball, for this is against the testimony of experience. 
Moreover there would be no difference between material (upddana, 
e.g. clay of the jug), instrumental and concomitant causes (nimitta 
and sahakari , such as the potter, and the wheel, the stick etc. in 
forming the jug), for the causes jointly produce the effect, and 
there was no room for distinguishing the material and the instru¬ 
mental causes, as such. 

Again at the very moment in which a cause-collocation is 
brought into being, it cannot exert its influence to produce its 
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^-collocation. Thus after coming into being it would take the 
cause-collocation at least another moment to exercise its influence 
to produce the effect. How can the thing which is destroyed the 
moment after it is bom produce any effect ? The truth is that 
causal elements remain and when they are properly collocated 
the effect is produced. Ordinary experience also shows that we 
perceive things as existing from a past time. The past time is 
perceived by us as past, the present as present and the future as 
future and things are perceived as existing from a past time on¬ 
wards. 

The Samkhya assumption that effects are but the actualized 
states of the potential cause, and that the causal entity holds 
within it all the future series of effects, and that thus the effect is 
already existent even before the causal movement for the pro¬ 
duction of the effect, is also baseless. Samkhya says that the 
oil was already existent in the sesamum and not in the stone, and 
that it is thus that oil can be got from sesamum and not from the 
stone. The action of the instrumental cause with them consists 
only in actualizing or manifesting what was already existent in 
a potential form in the cause. This is all nonsense. A lump of 
clay is called the cause and the jug the effect; of what good is it 
to say that the jug exists in the clay since with clay we can never 
carry water ? A jug is made out of clay, but clay is not a jug. 
What is meant by saying that the jug was unmanifested or was 
in a potential state before, and that it has now become manifest 
or actual ? What does potential state mean ? The potential state 
of the jug is not the same as its actual state; thus the actual state 
of the jug must be admitted as non-existent before. If it is 
meant that the jug is made up of the same parts (the atoms) of 
which the clay is made up, of course we admit it, but this does 
not mean that the jug was existent in the atoms of the lump 
of clay. The potency inherent in the clay by virtue of which it 
can expose itself to the influence of other agents, such as the 
potter, for being transformed into a jug is not the same as the 
effect, the jug. Had it been so, then we should rather have said 
that the jug came out of the jug. The assumption of SSmkhya 
that the substance and attribute have the same reality is also 
against all experience, for we all perceive that movement and 
attribute belong to substance and not to attribute. Again 
Samkhya holds a preposterous doctrine that buddhi is different 
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intelligence. It is absolutely unmeaning to call buddhi non- 
Tntelligent. Again what is the good of all this fictitious fuss that 
the qualities of buddhi are reflected on purusa and then again on 
buddhi. Evidently in all our experience we find that the soul 
(atmari) knows, feels and wills, and it is difficult to understand why 
Samkhya does not accept this patent fact and declare that know¬ 
ledge, feeling, and willing, all belonged to buddhi. Then again in 
order to explain experience it brought forth a theory of double 
reflection. Again Samkhya prakrti is non-intelligent, and where 
is the guarantee that she (prakrti) will not bind the wise again 
and will emancipate him once for all ? Why did the purusa be¬ 
come bound down ? Prakrti is being utilized for enjoyment by 
the infinite number of purusas, and she is no delicate girl (as 
Samkhya supposes) who will leave the presence of the purusa 
ashamed as soon as her real nature is discovered. Again pleasure 
( sukha\ sorrow (duhkha) and a blinding feeling through ignorance 
{moha) are but the feeling-experiences of the soul, and with what 
impudence could Samkhya think of these as material substances? 
Again their cosmology of a mahat, ahamkara, the tanmatras, 
is all a series of assumptions never testified by experience nor 
by reason. They are all a series of hopeless and foolish blunders. 
The phenomena of experience thus call for a new careful recon¬ 
struction in the light of reason and experience such as cannot 
be found in other systems. (See Nydyamanjari, pp. 452-466 
and 490-496.) 


Nyaya and Vai^esika sutras. 

It is very probable that the earliest beginnings of Nyaya are 
to be found in the disputations and debates amongst scholars 
trying to find out the right meanings of the Vedic texts for use 
in sacrifices and also in those disputations which took place be¬ 
tween the adherents of different schools of thought trying to 
defeat one another. I suppose that such disputations occurred in 
the days of the Upanisads, and the art of disputation was regarded 
even then as a subject of study, and it probably passed then by 
the name of vdkovdkya . Mr Bodas has pointed out that Apastamba 
who according to Biihler lived before the third century B.C. used the 
word Nyaya in the sense of Mlmamsa 1 . The word Nyaya derived 

J Apastamba, trans. by Biihler, Introduction, p. xxvn., and Bodas’s article on the 
Historical Survey of Indian Logic in the Bombay Branch of J.R. A.S., vol. xix. 
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Ifom the root tti is sometimes explained as that by which sentences 
and words could be interpreted as having one particular meaning 
and not another, and on the strength of this even Vedic accents of 
words (which indicate the meaning of compound words by pointing 
out the particular kind of compound in which the words entered 
into combination) were called Nyaya 1 . Prof. Jacobi on the strength 
of Kautilya’s enumeration of the vidyd (sciences) as AnviksikI 
(the science of testing the perceptual and scriptural knowledge 
by further scrutiny), trayi (the three Vedas), vartta (the sciences 
of agriculture, cattle keeping etc.), and dandantti (polity), and the 
enumeration of the philosophies as SSmkhya, Yoga, LokSyata 
and AnviksikI, supposes that the Nyaya siitra was not in existence 
in Kautilya’s time 300 B,C.) a . Kautilya’s reference to Nyaya as 
AnviksikI only suggests that the word Nyaya was not a familiar 
name for AnviksikI in Kautilya’s time. He seems to misunderstand 
Vatsyayana in thinking that VatsySyana distinguishes Nyaya 
from the AnviksikI in holding that while the latter only means 
the science of logic the former means logic as well as metaphysics. 
What appears from Vatsyayana’s statement in Nyaya sutra I. i. 1 
is this that he points out that the science which was known in his 
time as Nyaya was the same as was referred to as AnviksikI by 
Kautilya. He distinctly identifies Nyayavidya with AnviksikI, 
but justifies the separate enumeration of certain logical categories 
such as samsaya (doubt).etc, though these were already contained 
within the first two terms pratnana (means of cognition) and 
tirameya (objects of cognition), by holding that unless these its 
special and separate branches ( prtkakprasthdnd) were treated, 
Nyayavidya would simply become metaphysics ( adhydtmavidya) 
like the Upanisads. The old meaning of NySya as the means of de¬ 
termining the right meaning or the right thing is also agreed upon 
by Vatsyayana and is sanctioned by Vacaspati in his Nyayavdrt - 
tikatatparyatika I. i. I). He compares the meaning of the word 
Nyaya ( pramdnairarthapariksanam —to scrutinize an object by 
means of logical proof) with the etymological meaning of the word 
anvlksikl (to scrutinize anything after it has been known by percep¬ 
tion and scriptures). Vatsyayana of course points out that so far as 
this logical side of Nyaya is concerned it has the widest scope for 


1 Kalidasa’s Kumdrasambkava “ Udgh&to pranavoydsdnt nydyaistribhirudiranam , ’ 
also Mallinatha’s gloss on it. 


3 Prof. Jacobi's "Tk* early history of Indian Philosophy Indian Antiquary , 1918. 
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^melfasit includes all beings, all their actions, and all the sciences 1 . 
He quotes Kautilya to show that in this capacity Nyaya is like 
light illumining all sciences and is the means of all works. In its 
capacity as dealing with the truths of metaphysics it may show the 
way to salvation. I do not dispute Prof. Jacobi’s main point that 
the metaphysical portion of the work was a later addition, for this 
seems to me to be a very probable view. In fact Vatsyayana him¬ 
self designates the logical portion as a prthakprasthana (separate 
branch). But I do not find that any statement of Vatsyayana or 
Kautilya can justify us in concluding that this addition was made 
after Kautilya. Vatsyayana has no doubt put more stress on the 
importance'of the logical side of the work, but the reason of that 
seems to be quite obvious, for the importance of metaphysics or 
adkyatmavidya was acknowledged by all. But the importance of 
the mere logical side would not appeal to most people. None of 
the dharma£Sstras (religious scriptures) or the Vedas would lend 
any support to it, and V§tsy5yana had to seek the support of 
Kautilya in the matter as the last resource. The fact that Kau¬ 
tilya was not satisfied by counting AnviksikI as one of the four 
vidyas but also named it as one of the philosophies side by side 
with Samkhya seems to lead to the presumption that probably 
even in Kautilya’s time Nyaya was composed of two branches, 
one as adhyStmavidya and another as a science of logic or rather 
of debate. This combination is on the face of it loose and external, 
and it is not improbable that the metaphysical portion was added 
to increase the popularity of the logical part, which by itself might 
not attract sufficient attention. Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasada 
Sastrl in an article in the Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society 
1905 says that as Vacaspati made two attempts to collect the 
Nyaya sutras, one as Nyay a suci and the other nsNyayasutroddhara , 
it seems that even in VScaspati’s time he was not certain as to 
the authenticity of many of the Nyaya sutras. He further points 
out that there are unmistakable signs that many of the sutras 
were interpolated, and relates the Buddhist tradition from China 
and Japan that Mirok mingled NySya and Yoga. He also 


1 Vena prayuktah pravarttate tat prayojanam (that by which one is led to act is 
called prayojanam); yamartham abhipsan jihdsan vd karma drab kale tendnena sarve 
Pr&ninak sarvdni karm&nt sarvdtca vidy&k vydptdh tad&Sraydtca nydyah pravarttate 
(all those which one tries to have or to fly from are called prayojana, therefore all 
beings, all their actions, and all sciences, are included within prayojana, and all these 
depend on Nyaya). Vatsyayana bhdsya, 1. i. 1. 
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Is that the siitras underwent two additions, one at the hands 
of some Buddhists and another at the hands of some Hindu who 
put in Hindu arguments against the Buddhist ones. These 
suggestions of this learned scholar seem to be very probable, but 
we have no clue by which we can ascertain the time when such 
additions were made. The fact that there are unmistakable proofs 
of the interpolation of many of the sutras makes the fixing of 
the date of the original part of the Nydya sutras still more diffi¬ 
cult, for the Buddhist references can hardly be of any help, and 
Prof. Jacobi’s attempt to fix the date of the Nydya sutras on the 
basis of references to 6unyavada naturally loses its value, except 
on the supposition that all references to 6unyavSda must be later 
than Nagarjuna, which is not correct, since the Mahay ana sutras 
written before Nagarjuna also held the ^unyavada doctrine. 

The late Dr S. C. Vidyabhusana in J.R.A.S. 1918 thinks 
that the earlier part of Nyaya was written by Gautama about 
550 B.c. whereas the Nydya sutras of Aksapada were written 
about 150 A.D. and says that the use of the word Nyaya in the 
sense of logic in Mahabharata I. 1. 67, I. 70. 42-51, must be 
regarded as interpolations. He, however, does not give any 
reasons in support of his assumption. It appears from his treatment 
of the subject that the fixing of the date of Aksapada was made 
to fit in somehow with his idea that Aksapada wrote his Nydya 
sutras under the influence of Aristotle—a supposition which does 
not require serious refutation, at least so far as Dr Vidyabhusana 
has proved it. Thus after all this discussion we have not advanced 
a step towards the ascertainment of the date of the original part 
of the Nyaya Goldstucker says that both Pataftjali (140 B.c.) 
and KStyayana (fourth century B.C.) knew the Nydya siitras\ We 
know that Kautilya knew the Nyaya in some form as Anvlksikl 
in 300 B.C., and on the strength of this we may venture to say 
that the Nyaya existed in some form as early as the fourth 
century B.C. But there are other reasons which lead me to think 
that at least some of the present sutras were written some time 
in the second century A.D. Bodas points out that Badarayana’s 
sutras make allusions to the Vai£esika doctrines and not to Nyaya. 
On this ground he thinks that Vaitesika sutras were written be¬ 
fore Badarayana’s Brahma-sutras , whereas the Nydya sutras were 
written later. CandrakSnta TarkalamkSra also contends in his 
1 Goldstilcker’s P&nini , p. 157. 
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of Vaisesika that the Vaisesika sutras were earlier than the 
Nyaya. It seems to me to be perfectly certain that the Vaisesika 
sutras were written before Caraka (80 A.D.); for he not only quotes 
one of the Vaisesika sutras , but the whole foundation of his medical 
physics is based on the Vaisesika physics 1 . The Lahkavatara 
sutra (which as it was quoted by A£vaghosa is earlier than 
80 a.d.) also makes allusions to the atomic doctrine. There are 
other weightier grounds, as we shall see later on, for supposing 
that the Vaisesika sutras are probably pre-Buddhistic* 

It is certain that even the logical part of the present Nyaya 
sutras was preceded by previous speculations on the subject by 
thinkers of other schools. Thus in commenting on I. i. 32 in which 
the sutra states that a syllogism consists of five premisses (avayavd) 
Vatsyayana says that this sutra was written to refute the views 
of those who held that there should be ten premisses 3 . The 
Vaisesika sutras also give us some of the earliest types of inference, 
which do not show any acquaintance with the technic of the Nyaya 
doctrine of inference 4 . 

Does Vai&e§ika represent an Old School of MImarpsa ? 
The Vaisesika is so much associated with Nyaya by tradition 
that it seems at first sight quite unlikely that it could be supposed 
to represent an old school of Mlmamsa, older than that represented 
in the Mimdmsd sutras. But a closer inspection of the Vaisesika 
sutras seems to confirm such a supposition in a very remarkable 
way. We have seen in the previous section that Caraka quotes 
a VaUesika sutra. An examination of Caraka's Siitrasthdna (I. 
35-38) leaves us convinced that the writer of the verses had some 
compendium of Vaisesika such as that of the Bkasapariccheda 
before him. Caraka sutra or karika (1. i. 36) says that the gunas 
are those which have been enumerated such as heaviness, etc., 
cognition, and those which begin with the guna “para" (univer¬ 
sality) and end with u prayatna" (effort) together with the sense- 
qualities ( sartha ). It seems that this is a reference to some well- 
known enumeration. But this enumeration is not to be found 
in the Vaisesika sutra (I. i. 6) which leaves out the six gunas, 

1 Caraka , Sdrtra % 39. 

* See the next section. 

3 Vatsyayana’s Bhasya on the Nyaya sutras , 1. i. 3a. This is undoubtedly a reference 
to the Jaina view as found in DafavaikaUkaniryukti as noted before. 

4 Nyaya sutra 1. i. 5, and VaUesika sutras IX. ii. i-a, 4-5, and in. i. 8-17. 
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jfess ( gurutva), liquidity(dravatva), oiliness (sneka\ elastici£ 
tfamskara ), merit ( dharma ) and demerit {adkarma)\ in one part 
of the sutra the enumeration begins with “para” (universality) 
and ends in “prayatna,” but buddhi (cognition) comes within 
the enumeration beginning from para and ending in prayatna, 
whereas in Caraka buddhi does not form part of the list and is 
separately enumerated. This leads me to suppose that Caraka’s 
sutra was written at a time when the six gunas left out in the 
VaiSesika enumeration had come to be counted as gunas, and 
compendiums had been made in which these were enumerated. 
Bhasapariccheda (a later Vai§esika compendium), is a compilation 
from some very old karikas which are referred to by ViSvanatha 
as being collected from “ atisamksiptacirantanoktibhih ”—(from 
very ancient aphorisms 1 ); Caraka’s definition of samanya and 
vi£esa shows that they had not then been counted as separate 
categories as in later Nyaya-Vai£esika doctrines; but though 
slightly different it is quite in keeping with the sort of definition 
one finds in the Vaisesika sutra that samanya (generality) and 
viSesa are relative to each other 2 . Carakas sutras were therefore 
probably written at a time when the Vaisesika doctrines were 
undergoing changes, and well-known compendiums were begin¬ 
ning to be written on them. 

The Vatiesika sutras seem to be ignorant of the Buddhist 
doctrines. In their discussions on the existence of soul, there is 
no reference to any view as to non-existence of soul, but the 
argument turned on the point as to whether the self is to be an 
object of inference or revealed to us by our notion of “I. M There 
is also no other reference to any other systems except to some 
MlmSmsa doctrines and occasionally to Samkhya. There is no 
reason to suppose that the Mim&nsa doctrines referred to allude 
to the Mimdmsa sutras of Jaimini. The manner in which the 
nature of inference has been treated shows that the Nyaya 
phraseology of “ purvavat ” and “sesavat” was not known. Vaise¬ 
sika sutras in more than one place refer to time as the ultimate 
cause* We know that the Sveta^vatara Upanisad refers to those 
who regard time as the cause of all things, but in none of the 

1 Professor Vanamalt Vedantatlrtha’s article in J» A.S . B., 1908. 

2 Caraka (1.1. 33) says that samanya is that which produces unity and viiesa is 
that which separates. V. S. II. ii. 7. Samanya and vi£e$a depend upon our mode of 
thinking (as united or as separate). 

3 yaiitfika sutra (11. ii. 9 and v. ii. *6). 
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•ems that we have can we trace any upholding of this and 
lew 1 . These considerations as well as the general style of the 
work and the methods of discussion lead me to think that these 
sutras are probably the oldest that we have and in all probability 
are pre-Buddhistic. 

The Vai§esika sutra begins with the statement that its object 
is to explain virtue, “dharma ” This is we know the manifest duty 
of Mlmamsa and we know that unlike any other system Jaimini 
begins his Mimdmsd sutras by defining “dharma.” This at first 
seems irrelevant to the main purpose of VaiSesika, viz., the de¬ 
scription of the nature of padartha*. He then defines dharma as 
that which gives prosperity and ultimate good ( niftsreyasa) and 
says that the Veda must be regarded as valid, since it can dictate 
this. He ends his book with the remarks that those injunctions 
(of Vedic deeds) which are performed for ordinary human motives 
bestow prosperity even though their efficacy is not known to us 
through our ordinary experience, and in this matter the Veda must 
be regarded as the authority which dictates those acts*. The fact 
that the Vai£esika begins with a promise to describe dharma and 
after describing the nature of substances, qualities and actions 
and also the adrsta (unknown virtue) due to dharma (merit 
accruing from the performance of Vedic deeds) by which many 
of our unexplained experiences may be explained, ends his book 
by saying that those Vedic works which are not seen to produce 
any direct effect, will produce prosperity through adrsta, shows 
that Kanada’s method of explaining dharma has been by showing 
that physical phenomena involving substances, qualities, and 
actions can only be explained up to a certain extent while a 
good number cannot be explained at all except on the as¬ 
sumption of adrsta (unseen virtue) produced by dharma. The 


* &veta 4 vatara I. L i. 

a I remember a verse quoted in an old commentary of the Kaldpa Vyfikarana, in 
which it is said that the description of the six categories by Kanada in his Vaihsika 
siitras , after having proposed to describe the nature of dharma, is as irrelevant as to 
proceed towards the sea while intending to go to the mountain Himavat (Himalaya). 
“ Dharmam vydkhydtukdmasya fa{padarihop<rvarnanar{i Himavadgantukdmasya sdga- 
ragamanopam ant. ” 

8 The sutra “ Tadvacandd amndyasya prdm&nyam (i. i. $ and x. ii. 9) has been 
explained by Upaskdra as meaning “ The Veda being the word of ISvara (God) must 
be regarded as valid,” but since there is no mention of “ I 4 vara ” anywhere in the text 
this is simply reading the later Nyaya ideas into the Vai 4 esika. Sutra x. ii. 8 is only 
a repetition of vi. ii. 1. 
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ijption of the categories of substance is not irrelevant, b 
e means of proving that our ordinary experience of these 
cannot explain many facts which are only to be explained on 
the supposition of adrsta proceeding out of the performance 
of Vedic deeds. In V. i. 15 the movement of needles towards 
magnets, in v. ii. 7 the circulation of water in plant bodies, 
v. ii. 13 and IV. ii. 7 the upward motion of fire, the side motion 
of air, the combining movement of atoms (by which all com¬ 
binations have taken place), and the original movement of the 
mind are said to be due to adrsta. In V. ii. 17 the movement 
of the soul after death, its taking hold of other bodies, the 
assimilation of food and drink and other kinds of contact (the 
movement and development of the foetus as enumerated in 
Upaskara ) are said to be due to adrsta. Salvation (moksa) is 
said to be produced by the annihilation of adrsta leading to the 
annihilation of all contacts and non-production of rebirths. 
Vai£esika marks the distinction between the drsta (experienced) 
and the adrsta. All the categories that he describes are founded 
on drsta (experience) and those unexplained by known experi¬ 
ence are due to adrsta. These are the acts on which depend all 
life-process of animals and plants, the continuation of atoms or 
the construction of the worlds, natural motion of fire and air, 
death and rebirth (vi. ii. 15) and even the physical phenomena 
by which our fortunes are affected in some way or other (V. ii. 2), 
in fact all with which we are vitally interested in philosophy. 
Kanada's philosophy gives only some facts of experience regarding 
substances, qualities and actions, leaving all the graver issues of 
metaphysics to adrsta. But what leads to adrsta? In answer to 
this, Kanada does not speak of good or bad or virtuous or 
sinful deeds, but of Vedic works, such as holy ablutions ( snana\ 
fasting, holy student life ( brakmacarya ), remaining at the house 
of the teacher (gurukulavdsa), retired forest life ( vdnaprastha ), 
sacrifice {yajha ), gifts ( dana ), certain kinds of sacrificial sprink¬ 
ling and rules of performing sacrificial works according to the 
prescribed time of the stars, the prescribed hymns (mantras) 
(VI. ii. 2). 

He described what is pure and what is impure food, pure 
food being that which is sacrificially purified (VI. ii. 5) the con¬ 
trary being impure; and he says that the taking of pure food 
leads to prosperity through adrsta. He also described how 
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flings of attachment to things are also generated by adrsta. 
Throughout almost the whole of VI. i KanSda is busy in showing 
the special conditions of making gifts and receiving them. A refer¬ 
ence to our chapter on Mlmarnsa will show that the later Mlmarnsa 
writers agreed with the Nyaya-Vai£esika doctrines in most of their 
views regarding substance, qualities, etc. Some of the main points 
in which Mlmamsa differs from Nyaya-Vaisesika are (i) self¬ 
validity of the Vedas, (2) the eternality of the Vedas, (3) disbelief 
in any creator or god, (4) eternality of sound (6abda), (5) (accord¬ 
ing to Kumarila) direct perception of self in the notion of the ego. 
Of these the first and the second points do not form any subject 
of discussion in the Vaisesika. But as no l£vara is mentioned, 
and as all adrsta depends upon the authority of the Vedas, we 
may assume that Vaisesika had no dispute with Mlmamsa. Ihe 
fact that there is no reference to any dissension is probably due 
to the fact that really none had taken place at the time of the 
Vaiiesika sutras. It is probable that Kanada believed that the 
Vedas were written by some persons superior to us (II. i. 18, VI. i. 
i~2). But the fact that there is no reference to any conflict with 
Mlmamsa suggests that the doctrine that the Vedas were never 
written by anyone was formulated at a later period, whereas in 
the days of the Vaisesika sutras , the view was probably what is 
represented in the Vaisesika sutras . As there is no reference to 
Isvara and as adrsta proceeding out of the performance of actions 
in accordance with Vedic injunctions is made the cause of all 
atomic movements, we can very well assume that Vaisesika was 
as atheistic or non-theistic as the later Mlmarnsa philosophers. 
As regards the eternality of sound, which in later days was one 
of the main points of quarrel between the Nyaya-Vaisesika and 
the Mlmamsa, we find that in II. ii. 25-32, Kanada gives reasons 
in favour of the non-eternality of sound, but after that from II. ii. 33 
till the end of the chapter he closes the argument in favour of the 
eternality of sound, which is the distinctive Mlmamsa view as we 
know from the later Mlmamsa writers 1 . Next comes the question 
of the proof of the existence of self. The traditional Nyaya view is 


1 The last two concluding sutras 11. ii. 36 and 37 are in my opinion wrongly inter¬ 
preted by Sankara Mi^ra in his Upasktira (jl. ii. 36 by adding an ” to the sutra 
and thereby changing the issue, and II. ii. 37 by misreading the phonetic combination 
“ samkhyabhava ” as sarpkhya and bhava instead of samkhya and abhava, which in 
my opinion is the right combination here) in favour of the non-eternality of sound as 
we find in the later Nyaya- Vaisesika view. 
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( (4 self is supposed to exist because it must be inferred as t 

_of the qualities of pleasure, pain, cognition, etc. Traditional ly 

this is regarded as the Vaiiesika view as well. But in VaiSesika 
III. ii. 4 the existence of soul is first inferred by reason of its 
activity and the existence of pleasure, pain, etc., in III. ii. 6-7 this 
inference is challenged by saying that we do not perceive that the 



activity, etc. belongs to the soul and not to the body and so no 
certainty can be arrived at by inference, and in III. ii. 8 it is 
suggested that therefore the existence of soul is to be accepted 
on the authority of the scriptures (agawta). To this the final 
VaiSesika conclusion is given that we can directly perceive the self 
in our feeling as “I "\aham), and we have therefore not to depend 
on the scriptures for the proof of the existence of the self, and thus 
the inference of the existence of the self is only an additional 
proof of what we already find in perception as "I” ( akam ) (III. ii. 


IO-18, also IX. i. ii). 

These considerations lead me to think that the VaiSesika 
represented a school of Mimamsa thought which supplemented 
a metaphysics to strengthen the grounds of the Vedas. 


Philosophy in the Vai6e§ika sutras. 

The Vaisesika sutras begin with the ostensible purpose of ex¬ 
plaining virtue ( dharnta ) (I. i. 1) and dharma according to it is 
that by which prosperity ( abhyudaya ) and salvation ( nihSreyasa ) 
are attained. Then it goes on to say that the validity of the 
Vedas depends on the fact that it leads us to prosperity and 
salvation. Then it turns back to the second sutra and says that 
salvation comes as the result of real knowledge, produced by 
special excellence of dharma, of the characteristic features of 
the categories of substance ( dravya ), quality (, guna ), class con¬ 
cept (samdnya), particularity (visefa), and inherence (. mmavdya )». 
The dravyas are earth, water, fire, air, ether, time, space, soul, 
and mind. The gunas are colour, taste, odour, touch, number, 
measure, separations, contact, disjoining, quality of belonging to 
high genus or to species*. Action {karma) means upward move- 

1 Upaskiira notes that vi$esa here refers to the ultimate differences of things and 
not to species. A special doctrine of this system is this, that each of the indivisible 
atoms of even the same element has specific features of difference. 

* Here the well known qualities of heaviness (gurutva) % liquidity (dravatva), oili¬ 
ness (smAa), elasticity (. santsk&ra ), merit (< iharma)\ and demerit (adhamia) have been 
altogether omitted. These are all counted in later Vaidesika commentaries and com- 
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inent, downward movement, contraction, expansion and horizontal 
movement. The three common qualities of dravya,guna and karma 
are that they are existent, non-eternal, substantive, effect, cause, 
and possess generality and particularity. Dravya produces other 
dravyas and the gunas other gunas. But karma is not necessarily 
produced by karma. Dravya does not destroy either its cause or 
its effect, but the gunas are destroyed both by the cause and by 
the effect. Karma is destroyed by karma. ‘Dravya possesses 
karma and guna and is regarded as the material ( samavayi ) cause. 
Gunas inhere in dravya, cannot possess further gunas, and are 
not by themselves the cause of contact or disjoining. Karma is 
devoid of guna, cannot remain at one time in more than one 
object, inheres in dravya alone, and is an independent cause of 
contact or disjoining. Dravya is the material cause (samavayi) 
of (derivative) dravyas, guna, and karma; guna is also the non¬ 
material cause {cgsamdvayt) of dravya, guna and karma. Karma 
is the general cause of contact, disjoining, and inertia in motion 
( vega ). Karma is not the cause of dravya. For dravya may be 
produced even without karma 1 . Dravya is the general effect of 
dravya. Karma is dissimilar to guna in this that it does not pro¬ 
duce karma. The numbers two, three, etc., separateness, contact 
and disjoining are effected by more than one dravya Each karma 
not being connected with more than one thing is not produced 
by more than one thing*. A dravya is the result of many con¬ 
tacts (of the atoms). One colour may be the result of many 
colours. Upward movement is the result of heaviness, effort and 
contact. Contact and disjoining are also the result of karma. In 
denying the causality of karma it is meant that karma is not the 
cause of dravya and karma*. 

In the second chapter of the first book Kanada first says that 
if there is no cause, there is no effect, but there may be the cause 
even though there may not be the effect He next says that 
genus ( sdmanya ) and species {yisesa) are relative to the under- 


pcndiums. It mast be noted that “guna” in VaUe^ika means qualities and not subtle 
teals or substances as in Samkhya-Yoga. Guna in Vai4e§ika would be akin to what 
Yoga would call dharma. 

1 It is only when the karya ceases that dravya is produced. See Upask&ra 1, i. a*. 

2 If karma is related to more than one thing, then with the movement of one we 
should have felt that two or more things were moving. 

3 It must be noted that “karma” in this sense is quite different from the more 
extensive use of karma as meritorious or vicious action which is the cause of rebirth. 
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being ( bhava ) indicates continuity only and is henc 
Jidjr a genus The universals of substance, quality and action 
may be both genus and species, but viSesa as constituting the ulti¬ 
mate differences (of atoms) exists (independent of any percipient). 
In connection with this he says that the ultimate genus is being 
( sattd ) in virtue of which things appear as existent, all other 
genera may only relatively be regarded as relative genera or 
species. Being must be regarded as a separate category, since it 
is different from dravya, guna and karma, and yet exists in them, 
and has no genus or species. It gives us the notion that some¬ 
thing is and must be regarded as a category existing as one 
identical entity in all dravya, guna, and karma, for in its uni¬ 
versal nature as being it has no special characteristics in the 
different objects in which it inheres. The specific universals of 
thingness ( dravyatva ), qualitiness (, gunatva ) or actionness {kar- 
matva) are also categories which are separate from universal being 
(bhava or sattd) for they also have no separate genus or species 
and yet may be distinguished from one another, but bhava or 


being was the same in all. 

In the first chapter of the second book Kanada deals with 
substances. Earth possesses colour, taste, smell, and touch; water, 
colour, taste, touch, liquidity, and smoothness {snigdha)\ fire, 
colour and touch; air, touch; but none of these qualities can be 
found in ether (akdsa). Liquidity is a special quality of water 
because butter, lac, wax, lead, iron, silver, gold, become liquids 
only when they are heated, while water is naturally liquid itself 1 . 
Though air cannot be seen, yet its existence can be inferred by 
touch, just as the existence of the genus of cows may be inferred 
from the characteristics of horns, tails, etc. Since this thing in¬ 
ferred from touch possesses motion and quality, and does not 
itself inhere in any other substance, it is a substance (dravya) 
and is eternal*. The inference of air is of the type of inference 
of imperceptible things from certain known characteristics 
called sdmdnyato drsta. The name of air "vdyu" is derived 
from the scriptures. The existence of others different from us 
has ( asmadvisistdndw ,> to be admitted for accounting for the 


1 It should be noted that mercury is not mentioned. This is important for mercury 

was known at a time later than Caraka. . . 

a Substance is that which possesses quality and action. It should be noted that 
the word u cidravyatvena ” in II. i. 13 has been interpreted by me as “ adravywvattvena. 
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mg of names to things {sainjndkarina). Because we find 
that the giving of names is already in usage (and not invented 
by us) 1 . On account of the fact that movements rest only in 
one thing, the phenomenon that a thing can enter into any un¬ 
occupied space, would not lead us to infer the existence of aka6a 
(ether). AkaSa has to be admitted as the hypothetical substance 
in which the quality of sound inheres, because, since sound (a 
quality) is not the characteristic of things which can be touched, 
there must be some substance of which it is a quality. And this 
substance is akaSa. It is a substance and eternal like air. As 
being is one so aka£a is one 2 . 

In the second chapter of the second book Kanada tries to 
prove that smell is a special characteristic of earth, heat of fire, 
and coldness of water. Time is defined as that which gives the 
notion of youth in the young, simultaneity, and quickness. It is 
one like being. Time is the cause of ail non-eternal things, be¬ 
cause the notion of time is absent in eternal things. Space 
supplies the notion that this is so far away from this or so much 
nearer to this. Like being it is one. One space appears to have 
diverse inter-space relations in connection with the motion of the 
sun. As a preliminary to discussing the problem whether sound 
is eternal or not, he discusses the notion of doubt, which arises 
when a thing is seen in a general way, but the particular features 
coming under it are not seen, either when these are only remem¬ 
bered, or when some such attribute is seen which resembles some 
other attribute seen before, or when a thing is seen in one way 
but appears in another, or when what is seen is not definitely 
grasped, whether rightly seen or not. He then discusses the ques¬ 
tion whether sound is eternal or non-eternal and gives his reasons 
to show that it is non-eternal, but concludes the discussion with 
a number of other reasons proving that it is eternal. 

The first chapter of the third book is entirely devoted to the 
inference of the existence of soul from the fact that there must 
be some substance in which knowledge produced by the contact 
of the senses and their object inheres. 

The knowledge of sense-objects ( indriydrtha ) is the reason by 

1 I have differed from Upaskara in interpreting "samjfi&kartna” in XI. i. 18, 19 as 
a genitive compound while Upaskdra makes it a dvandva compound. Upaskara’s 
interpretation seems to be far fetched. He wants to twist it into an argument for the 
existence of God. 

a This interpretation is according to Sankara Mirra’s Upaskara. 


Ill 

*8 




Philosophy in the VaiSesika sutras 

we can infer the existence of something different from 

„_and the objects which appear in connection with them. The 

types of inferences referred to are (i) inference of non-existence of 
some things from the existence of some things, (2) of the existence 
pf some things from the non-existence of some things, (3) of the 
existence of some things from the existence of others. In all 
these cases inference is possible only when the two are known to 
be connected with each other (prasiddliipurvakatv&t apadesasya ) 3 . 
When such a connection does not exist or is doubtful, we have 
anapadesa (fallacious middle) and sandigdha (doubtful middle); 
thus, it is a horse because it has a horn, or it is a cow because it 
has a horn are examples of fallacious reason. The inference of 
soul from the cognition produced by the contact of soul, senses 
and objects is not fallacious in the above way. The inference of 
the existence of the soul in others may be made in a similar way 
in which the existence of one's own soul is inferred a , i.e. by virtue 
of the existence of movement and cessation of movement. In the 
second chapter it is said that the fact that there is cognition only 
when there is contact between thp self, the senses and the objects 
proves that there is manas (mind), and this manas is a substance 
and eternal, and this can^ be proved because there is no simul¬ 
taneity of production of efforts and various kinds of cognition, it 
may also be inferrecf that this manas is one (with each person). 

The soul may be inferred from inhalation, exhalation, twinkling 
of the eye, life, the movement of the mind, the sense-affections 
pleasure, pain, will, antipathy, and effort. That it is a substance 
and eternal can be proved after the manner of vayu. An objector 
is supposed to say that since when I see a man I do not see his 
sovl, the inference of the soul is of the type of samanyatodrsta 
inference, i.e., from the perceived signs of pleasure, pain, cog¬ 
nition to infer an unknown entity to which they belong, but 
that this was the self could not be affirmed. So the existence of 
sou 1 has to be admitted on the strength of the scriptures. But 
the VaiSesika reply is that since there is nothing else but self to 
which the expression “ I ” may be applied, there is no need of 
falling back on the scriptures for the existence of the soul. But 

1 In connection with this there is a short reference to the methods of fallacy in 
which Gautama’s terminology does not appear. There is no generalised statement, but 
specific types of inference are only pointed out as the basis. 

3 The forms of inference used show that Kaijada was probably not aware of 
Gautama’s terminology. 

D. 
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** ^tfcen it is said that if the self is directly perceived in such ex¬ 
periences as "I am Yajfiadatta ” or “I am Devadatta,” what is the 
good of turning to inference? The reply to this is that inference 
lending its aid to the same existence only strengthens the con¬ 
viction. When we say that Devadatta goes or Yajfiadatta goes, 
there comes the doubt whether by Devadatta or Yajfiadatta the 
body alone is meant; but the doubt is removed when we think 
that the notion of “I” refers to the self and not to anything else. 
As there is no difference regarding the production of pleasure, 
pain, and cognition, the soul ( is one in all. But yet it is many 
by special limitations as individuals and this is also proved on 
the strength of the scriptures 1 . 

In the first chapter of the fourth book it is said that that 
which is existent, but yet has no cause, should be considered 
eternal ( nitya ). It can be inferred by its effect, for the effect can 
only take place because of the cause. When we speak of any¬ 
thing as non-eternal, it is only a negation of the eternal, so that 
also proves that there is something eternal. The non-eternal 
is ignorance ( avidya )*. Colour is visible in a thing which is great 
{mahat) and compounded. Air yvayu) is not perceived to have 
colour, though it is great and made up of parts, because it has not 
the actuality of colour ( rupasamsk&ra —i.e. in air there is only 


colour in its unmanifested form) in it. Colour is thus visible only 
when there is colour with special qualifications and conditions*. In 
this way the cognition of taste, smell, and touch is also explained. 
Number,measure,separateness,contact, and disjoining, the quality 
of belonging to a higher or lower class, action, all these as they 
abide in things possessing colour are visible to the eye. The 
number etc. of those which have no colour are not perceived by the 
eye. But the notion of being and also of genus of quality (gunatva) 


1 I have differed here from the meaning given in Upaskdra. I think the three 
sutras * ‘ SukhcuiuhkhajMnanijpattyaviSesddekdtmyam “ vyavasth&to ndnd and "fas- 
trasdmarthyat ca ” originally meant that the self was one, though for the sake of many 
limitations, and also because of the need of the performance of acts enjoined by the 
scriptures, they are regarded as many. 

* I have differed here also in my meaning from the Upaskdra , which regards this 
sutra “ avidyd ” to mean that we do not know of any reasons which lead to the non- 
etemality of the atoms. 

s This is what is meant in the later distinctions of udbhutarupavattva and anud- 
bhutarupavattva . The word samskdra in Vateesika has many senses. It means inertia, 
elasticity, collection (samavdya), production [udbhava) and not being overcome ( anab - 
hibkava). For the last three senses see Upaskdra IV. i. 7. 
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^perceived by all the senses (just as colour, taste, smell, touch, 
and sound are perceived by one sense, cognition, pleasure, pain, 
etc. by the manas and number etc. by the visual and the tactile 


sense) 1 . 

In the second chapter of the fourth book it is said that the 
earth, etc. exist in three forms, body, sense, and objects. There 
cannot be any compounding of the five elements or even of the 
three, but the atoms of different elements may combine when one 
of them acts as the central radicle (upastambhaka). Bodies are of 
two kinds, those produced from ovaries and those which are other¬ 
wise produced by the combination of the atoms in accordance 
with special kinds of dharma. All combinations of atoms are due 
to special kinds of dharmas. Such super-mundane bodies are to 
be admitted for explaining the fact that things must have been 
given names by beings having such super-mundane bodies, and 
also on account of the authority of the Vedas. 

In the first chapter of the fifth book action {karma) is dis¬ 
cussed. Taking the example of threshing the corn, it is said 
that the movement of the hand is due to its contact with the 
soul in a state of effort, and the movement of the flail is due 
to its contact with the hand. But in the case of the uprising of 
the flail in the threshing pot due to impact the movement is 
not due to contact with the hands, and so the uplifting of the 
hand in touch with the flail is not due to its contact with the 
soul; for it is due to the impact of the flail. On account of 
heaviness (gurutva) the flail will fall when not held by the hand. 
Things may have an upward or side motion by specially directed 
motions {nodanavise$a) which are generated by special kinds of 
efforts. Even without effort the body may move during sleep. 
The movement of needles towards magnets is due to an unknown 
cause {adrstakztranaka). The arrow first acquires motion by 
specially directed movement, and then on account of its inertia 
(vegasamskZra) keeps on moving and when that ceases it falls 
down through heaviness. 

The second chapter abounds with extremely crude explana- 

1 This portion has been taken from the Upaskdra of Sankara Mi$ra on the Vaife- 
fika sutras of Kanada. It must be noted here that the notion of number according to 
Vateesika is due to mental relativity or oscillation {apek^abuddhijanyd ). But this mental 
relativity can only start when the thing having number is either seen or touched; and it 
is in this sense that notion of number is said to depend on the visual or the tactual 


sense. 
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of certain physical phenomena which have no philosophical 
importance. All the special phenomena of nature are explained 
as being due to unknown cause ( adr$takdritam ) and no ex¬ 
planation is given as to the nature of this unknown ( adrsta ). 
It is however said that with the absence of adrsta there is no con¬ 
tact of body with soul, and thus there is no rebirth, and therefore 
moksa (salvation); pleasure and pain are due to contact of the 
self, manas, senses and objects. Yoga is that in which the mind 
is in contact with the self alone, by which the former becomes 
steady and there is no pain in the body. Time, space, aka£a are 
regarded as inactive. 

The whole of the sixth book is devoted to showing that gifts 
are made to proper persons not through sympathy but on account 
of the injunction of the scriptures, the enumeration of certain 
Vedic performances, which brings in adrsta, purification and im¬ 
purities of things, how passions are often generated by adrsta, 
how dharma and adharma lead to birth and death and how moksa 
takes place as a result of the work of the soul. 

In the seventh book it is said that the qualities in eternal 
things are eternal and in non-eternal things non-eternal. The 
change of qualities produced by heat in earth has its beginning 
in the cause (the atoms). Atomic size is invisible while great size 
is visible. Visibility is due to a thing’s being made up of many 
causes 1 , but the atom is therefore different from those that have 
great size. The same thing may be called great and small rela¬ 
tively at the same time. In accordance with a^utva (atomic) and 
mahattva (great) there are also the notions of small and big. The 
eternal size of parimandala (round) belongs to the atoms. Akasa 
and atman are called mahnn or paramamahan (the supremely 
great or all-pervasive); since manas is not of the great measure 
it is of atomic size. Space and time are also considered as being 
of the measure “supremely great” (paramamahat). Atomic size 
(parimandala) belonging to the atoms and the mind (manas) and 
the supremely great size belonging to space, time, soul and ether 
(aka&a) are regarded as eternal. 

In the second chapter of the seventh book it is said jthat unity 
and separateness are to be admitted as entities distinct from 
other qualities. There is nonumber in movement and quality; 
the appearance of number in them is false. Cause and effect are 

1 I have differed from the Vpask&ra in the interpretation of this sutra. 
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Neither one, nor have they distinctive separateness ( ekaprthaktva ). 
The notion of unity is the cause of the notion of duality, etc. 
Contact may be due to the action of one or two things, or the 
effect of another contact and so is disjoining. There is neither 
contact nor disjoining in cause and effect since they do not exist 
independently ( yulasiddhyabhdvat ). In the eighth book it is said 
that soul and manas are not perceptible, and that in the ap¬ 
prehension of qualities, action, generality, and particularity 
perception is due to their contact with the thing. Earth is the 
cause of perception of smell, and water, fire, and air are the 
cause of taste, colour and touch 1 . In the ninth book negation is 
described; non-existence ( asat ) is defined as that to which 
neither action nor quality can be attributed. Even existent things 
may become non-existent and that which is existent in one 
way may be non-existent in another; but there is another kind 
of non-existence which is different from the above kinds of 
existence and non-existence*. All negation can be directly per¬ 
ceived through the help of the memory which keeps before the 
mind the thing to which the negation applies. Allusion is also 
made in this connection to the special perceptual powers of the 
yogins (sages attaining mystical powers through Yoga practices). 

In the second chapter the nature of hetu (reason) or the 
middle term is described. It is said that anything connected 
with any other thing, as effect, cause, as in contact, or as con¬ 
trary or as inseparably connected, will serve as lihga (reason). 
The main point is the notion “this is associated with this,” or 
“these two are related as cause and effect,” and since this may 
also be produced through premisses, there may be a formal syllo¬ 
gism from propositions fulfilling the above condition. Verbal 
cognition comes without inference. False knowledge ( avidyd ) is 
due to the defect of the senses or non-observation and mal- 
observation due to wrong expectant impressions. The opposite 
of this is true knowledge ( yidya ). In the tenth it is said that 
pleasure and pain are not cognitions, since they are not related to 
doubt and certainty. 


1 Upask&ra here explains that it is intended that the senses are produced by those 
specific elements, but this cannot be found in the sutras. 

3 In the previous three kinds of non-existence, pr&gabhava (negation before pro¬ 
duction), dhvams&bhava (negation after destruction), and anyonyabh&va, (mutual 
negation of each other in each other), have been described. The fourth one is sdm&n- 
y&bhXva (general negation). 
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"/Pl dravya may be caused by the inhering of the effect in it, for 
because of its contact with another thing the effect is produced. 
Karma (motion) is also a cause since it inheres in the cause. Con¬ 
tact is also a cause since it inheres in the cause. A contact which 
inheres in the cause of the cause and thereby helps the production 
of the effect is also a cause. The special quality of the heat of 
fire is also a cause. 

Works according to the injunctions of the scriptures since they 
have no visible effect are the cause of prosperity, and because the 
Vedas direct them, they have validity. 


Philosophy in the Nyaya sutras 1 . 

The Nyaya sutras begin with an enumeration of the sixteen 
subjects, viz. means of right knowledge (pramana), object of right 
knowledge ( prameyd ), doubt ( saifisaya ), purpose (prayojana), il¬ 
lustrative instances ( drstanta\ accepted conclusions ( siddhanta ), 
premisses (avayavd), argumentation ( tarka\ ascertainment ( nir - 
naya ), debates \vada ), disputations (jalpa ), destructive criticisms 
( vitanda\ fallacy (hetvabkasa), quibble (chala), refutations (Jdti\ 
points of opponent's defeat ( nigrahastkana\ and hold that by a 
thorough knowledge of these the highest good ( nihsreyasa)> is 
attained. In the second sutra it is said that salvation ( afiavarga ) 
is attained by the successive disappearance of false knowledge 
( mithyajhana ), defects ( dosa ), endeavours (pravrtti ), birth (jan- 
ma\ and ultimately of sorrow. Then the means of proof are saidf 
to be of four kinds, perception ( pratyaksa ), inference ( anumana ), 
analogy {upatnana\ and testimony ( sabda ). Perception is defined 
as uncontradicted determinate knowledge unassociated with names 
proceeding out of sense contact with objects. Inference is of three 
kinds, from cause to effect (purvavat\ effect to cause (. sesavat), 
and inference from common characteristics {sdmdnyato drsta). 
Upamana is the knowing of anything by similarity with any well- 
known thing. 

6 abda is defined as the testimony of reliable authority (apta) 9 . 

1 This is a brief summary of the doctrines found in Nyaya sutras , supplemented 
here and there with the views of Vatsyayana, the commentator. This follows the 
order of the sutras, and tries to present their ideas with as little additions from those 
of later day Nyaya as possible. The general treatment of Nyaya*Vai 4 esika expounds 
the two systems in the light of later writers and commentators. 

4 It is curious to notice that Vatsyayana says that an arya, a rsi or a mleccha 
{foreigner), may be an apta (reliable authority). 
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a testimony may tell us about things which may be ex¬ 
perienced and which are beyond experience. Objects of know¬ 
ledge are said to be self ( atman ), body, senses, sense-objects, 
understanding ( buddki), mind ( manas ), endeavour ( fravrtti ), re¬ 
births, enjoyment of pleasure and suffering of pain, sorrow and 
salvation. Desire, antipathy, effort ( prayatna\ pleasure, pain, and 
knowledge indicate the existence of the self. Body is that which 
upholds movement, the senses and the rise of pleasure and pain 
as arising out of the contact of sense with sense-objects 1 2 ; the five 
senses are derived from the five elements, such as prthivi, ap, 
tejas, vayu and Ska£a; smell, taste, colour, touch, and sound are 
the qualities of the above five elements, and these are also the 
objects of the senses. The fact that many cognitions cannot 
occur at any one moment indicates the existence of mind (manas). 
Endeavour means what is done by speech, understanding, and 
body. Dosas (attachment, antipathy, etc.) are those which lead 
men to virtue and vice. Pain is that which causes suffering*. 
Ultimate cessation from pain is called apavarga 3 4 . Doubt arises 
when through confusion of similar qualities or conflicting opinions 
etc., one wants to settle one of the two alternatives. That for 
attaining which, or for giving up which one sets himself to work 
is called prayojana. 

Illustrative example ( drstanta) is that on which both the 
common man and the expert ( pariksaka ) hold the same opinion. 
Established texts or conclusions (siddhanta) are of four kinds, 
viz. (1) those which are accepted by all schools of thought called 
the sarvatantrasiddhanta\ (2) those which are held by one school 
or similar schools but opposed by others called the pratitantra - 
siddhanta\ (3) those which being accepted other conclusions will 
also naturally follow called adhikaranasiddhanta\ (4) those of the 
opponent’s views which are uncritically granted by a debater, who 
proceeds then to refute the consequences that follow and thereby 
show his own special skill and bring the opponent’s intellect to 
disrepute {abhyupagamasiddhantap. The premisses are five: 


1 Here I have followed Vatsyayana’s meaning. 

2 Vatsyayana comments here that when one finds all things full of misery, he 
wishes to avoid misery, and finding birth to be associated with pain becomes unattached 
and thus is emancipated. 

9 Vatsyayana wants to emphasize that there is no bliss in salvation, but only 
cessation from pain. 

4 I have followed Vatsy&y ana’s interpretation here. 
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'^SJ^Cypratijfia (the first enunciation of the thing to be proved); 
(2) ketu (the reason which establishes the conclusion on the 
strength of the similarity of the case in hand with known exam¬ 
ples or negative instances); (3) udahara^a (positive or negative 
illustrative instances); (4) upanaya (corroboration bythe instance); 
(5) nigamana (to reach the conclusion which has been proved). 
Then come the definitions of tarka, nirnaya, vada, jalpa, vitanda, 
the fallacies (hetvabhasa), chala, jati, and nigrahasthana, which 
have been enumerated in the first sutra. 

The second book deals with the refutations of objections 
against the means of right knowledge (pramana). In refutation 
of certain objections against the possibility of the happening 
of doubt, which held that doubt could not happen, since there 
was always a difference between the two things regarding which 
doubt arose, it is held that doubt arises when the special dif¬ 
ferentiating characteristics between the two things are not noted. 
Certain objectors, probably the Buddhists, are supposed to object 
to the validity of the pramana in general and particularly of 
perceptions on the ground that if they were generated before 
the sense-object contact, they could not be due to the latter, 
and if they are produced after the sense-object contact, they 
could not establish the nature of the objects, and if the two 
happened together then there would be no notion of succession 
in our cognitions. To this the Nyaya reply is that if there were 
no means of right knowledge, then there would be no means of 
knowledge by means of which the objector would refute all 
means of right knowledge; if the objector presumes to have any 
means of valid knowledge then he cannot say that there are no 
means of valid knowledge at all. Just as from the diverse kinds 
of sounds of different musical instruments, one can infer the pre¬ 
vious existence of those different kinds of musical instruments, 
so from our knowledge of objects we can infer the previous exist¬ 
ence of those objects of knowledge'. 

The same things (e.g. the senses, etc.) which are regarded as 
instruments of right knowledge with reference to the right cog¬ 
nition of other things may themselves be the objects of right 

1 YaLhSpaScAlsicldhtna iabckna purvasiddham ilodyainanumiyate sidhyam ca dto- 
dyarn sadhanam ca Pabdah anlarhite hy&todye svanatah anum&nam bhavattfi , vtnd 
vddyate vcnuh puryyate iti svanavtfcjcna dtodyavitesam pralipadyatc taih& purvasid 
dkam upalabdhivisayam pafc&tsiddhena upalabdhihetunix pralipadyatc . Vat syAy ana 
dhdsya, ii. i. 15. 
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'tikng^ledge. There are no hard and fast limits that those wl) 
are instruments of knowledge should always be treated as mere 
instruments, for they themselves may be objects of right know¬ 
ledge. The means of right knowledge (pramSna) do not require 
other sets of means for revealing them, for they like the light o 
a lamp in revealing the objects of right knowledge reveal them¬ 
selves as well. , . 

Coming to the question of the correctness of the definition 
of perception, it is held that the definition includes the contact 
of the soul with the mind 1 . Then it is said that though we per¬ 
ceive only parts of things, yet since there is a whole, the per¬ 
ception of the part will naturally refer to the whole. Since we 
can pull and draw things wholes exist, and the whole is not 
merely the parts collected together, for were it so one could 
say that we perceived the ultimate parts or the atoms 2 . Some 
objectors hold that since there may be a plurality of causes lUs 
wrong to infer particular causes from particular effects. To this 
the Nyaya answer is that there is always such a difference m the 
specific nature of each effect that if properly observed each par¬ 
ticular effect will lead us to a correct inference of its own par¬ 
ticular cause*. In refuting those who object to the existence of 
time on the ground of relativity, it is said that if the present time 
did not exist, then no perception of it would have been possible. 
The past and future also exist, for otherwise we should not have 
perceived things as being done in the past or as going to be 
done in the future. The validity of analogy (upamana) as a 
means of knowledge and the validity of the Vedas is then prove . 
The four pramanas of perception, inference, analogy, and scripture 

1 Here the sutras, It. i. *o-»8, are probably later interpolations to answer criticisms, 

not against the Nyaya doctrine of perception, but against the wording of the definition 
of perception as given in the Nydya sutra y n. i. 4. , . 

2 This is a refutation of the doctrines of the Buddhists, who rejected the existence 
of wholes (avayavl). On this subject a later Buddhist monograph by Partf.ta A 4 oka 
(9th century A.D.), Avayavitiirilkarana in Six Buddhist Nyiya 7 rads, may re- 

plnodakavifistam khalu varsodakan Sighrataram srotasi bahutaraphenaphala- 
pamak&sthSdivahanaftcopalabham&nah piirnatvma, nadyH upari vr f to deva ityanu- 

minoti noda/tabrddhimatrma. VdUsyiyana bhisya, II. i. 3 «- The inference that there 
has been rain up the river is not made merely from seeing the rise of water, but from 
the rainwater augmenting the previous water of the river and carrying with its current 
large quantities of foam, fruits, leaves, wood, etc. These characteristics, associated 
with the rise of water, mark it as a special kind of rise of water, which can only be 
due to the happening of rain up the river. 
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^quite sufficient and it is needless to accept arthapatti (impli¬ 
cation), aitihya (tradition), sambhava (when a thing is understood 
in terms of higher measure the lower measure contained in it is 
also understood—if we know that there is a bushel of com any¬ 
where we understand that the same contains eight gallons of 
corn as well) and abhava (non-existence) as separate pramanas 
for the tradition is included in verbal testimony and arthapatti, 
sambhava and abhava are included within inference. 

The validity of these as pramanas is recognized, but they are 
said to be included in the four pramanas mentioned before. The 
theory of the eternity of sound is then refuted and the non¬ 
eternity proved in great detail. The meaning of words is said to 
refer to class-notions (jati), individuals ( vyakti ), and the specific 
position of the limbs (< akrti\ by which the class notion is mani¬ 
fested. Class (Jdti) is defined as that which produces the notion 
of sameness (samanaprasavatmika jatih). 

The third book begins with the proofs for the existence of 
the self or atman. It is said that each of the senses is associated 
with its own specific object, but there must exist some other entity 
in us which gathered together the different sense-cognitions and 
produced the perception of the total object as distinguished from 
the separate sense-perceptions. If there were no self then there 
would be no sin in injuring the bodies of men; again if there 
were no permanent self, no one would be able to recognize 
things as having seen them before; the two images produced by 
the eyes in visual perception could not also have been united 
together as one visual perception of the things 1 ; moreover if 
there were no permanent cognizer then by the sight of a sour 
fruit one could not be reminded of its sour taste. If conscious¬ 
ness belonged to the senses only, then there would be no recogni¬ 
tion, for the experience of one could not be recognized by another. 
If it is said that the unity of sensations could as well be effected 
by manas (mind), then the manas would serve the same purpose 
as self and it would only be a quarrel over a name, for this 
entity the knower would require some instrument by which it 
would co-ordinate the sensations and cognize; unless manas is 
admitted as a separate instrument of the soul, then though the 
sense perceptions could be explained as being the work of the 

1 According to Vatsyayana, in the two eyes we have two different senses. Udyo- 
takara, however, thinks that there is one visual sense which works in both eyes. 
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senses, yet imagining, thinking, etc., could not be explained. 
Another argument for the admission of soul is this, that infants 
show signs of pleasure and pain in quite early stages of infancy 
and this could not be due to anything but similar experiences in 
previous lives. Moreover every creature is born with some desires, 
and no one is seen to be born without desires. All attachments 
and desires are due to previous experiences, and therefore it is 
argued that desires in infants are due to their experience in 
previous existences. 

The body is made up of the ksiti element. The visual sense 
is material and so also are all other senses 1 . Incidentally the 
view held by some that the skin is the only organ of sensation 
is also refuted. The earth possesses four qualities, water three, 
fire two, air one, and ether one, but the sense of smell, taste, eye 
and touch which are made respectively by the four elements of 
earth, etc., can only grasp the distinctive features of the elements 
of which they are made. Thus though the organ of smell is made 
by earth which contains four qualities, it can only grasp the dis¬ 
tinctive quality of earth, viz. smell. 

Against the Samkhya distinction of buddki (cognition) and 
cit (pure intelligence) it is said that there is no difference between 
the buddhi and cit. We do not find in our consciousness two 
elements of a phenomenal and a non-phenomenal consciousness, 
but only one, by whichever name it may be called. 1 he Samkhya 
epistemology that the antahkarana assumes diverse forms in 
cognitive acts is also denied, and these are explained on the sup¬ 
position of contacts of manas with the senses, atman and external 
objects. The Buddhist objection against the Samkhya explana¬ 
tion that the antahkaranas catch reflection from the external 
world just as a crystal does from the coloured objects that may 
lie near it, that there were really momentary productions of 
crystals and no permanent crystal catching different reflections at 
different times is refuted by Nyaya; for it says that it cannot be 
said that all creations are momentary, but it can only be agreed to 
in those cases where momentariness was actually experienced. 
In the case of the transformation of milk into curd there is no 
coming in of new qualities and disappearance of old ones, but 

1 It is well to remember that Samkhya did not believe that the senses were con¬ 
stituted of the gToss elements. But the Samkhya-Yoga view represented in Atreya ■ 
samhitd (Caraka) regarded the senses as bhautika or constituted of the gross elements. 
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is destroyed and the curd originates anew. The 
contact of manas with soul ( atman ) takes place within the body 
and not in that part of atman which is outside the body; know¬ 
ledge belongs to the self and not to the senses or the object for 
even when they are destroyed knowledge remains. New cogni¬ 
tions destroy the old ones. No two recollections can be simul¬ 
taneous. Desire and antipathy also belong to the soul. None of 
these can belong either to the body or to the mind (manas). 
Manas cannot be conscious for it is dependent upon self. Again 
if it was conscious then the actions done by it would have to be 
borne by the self and one cannot reap the fruits of the actions of 
another. The causes of recollection on the part of self are given 
as follows: (i) attention, (2) context, (3) repetition, (4) sign, 
(5) association, (6) likeness, (7) association of the possessor 
and the possessed or master and servant, or things which 
are generally seen to follow each other, (8) separation (as of 
husband and wife), (9) simpler employment, (10) opposition, 
(11) excess, (12) that from which anything can be got, (13) cover 
and covered, (14) pleasure and pain causing memory of that 
which caused them, (15) fear, (16) entreaty, (17) action such 
as that of the chariot reminding the charioteer, (18) affection, 
(19) merit and demerit 1 . It is said that knowledge does not belong 
to body, and then the question of the production of the body as 
due to adrsta is described. Salvation ( apavarga ) is effected by 
the manas being permanerl||/separated from the soul (atman) 
through the destruction of karma. 

In the fourth book in course of the examination of dosa 
(defects), it is said that moha (ignorance), is at the root of all 
other defects such as raga (attachment) and dvesa (antipathy). 
As against the Buddhist view that a thing could be produced by 
destruction, it is said that destruction is only a stage in the 
process of origination. Dvara is regarded as the cause of the 
production of effects of deeds performed by men’s efforts, for 
man is not always found to attain success according to his efforts. 
A reference is made to the doctrine of those who say that all 
things have come into being by no-cause (< animitta ), for then 
no-cause would be the cause, which is impossible. 

The doctrine of some that all things are eternal is next refuted 
on the ground that we always see things produced and destroyed. 

1 Nydya sutra ill • ii. 44* 
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ie doctrine of the nihilistic Buddhists (Sunyavadin Bauddhas) 
that all things are what they are by virtue of their relations to 
other things, and that of other Buddhists who hold that there are 
merely the qualities and parts but no substances or wholes, are 
then refuted. The fruits of karmas are regarded as being like 
the fruits of trees which take some time before they can ripen. 
Even though there may be pleasures here and there, birth means 
sorrow for men, for even the man who enjoys pleasure is tor¬ 
mented by many sorrows, and sometimes one mistakes pains for 
pleasures. As there is no sorrow in the man who is in deep dream¬ 
less sleep, so there is no affliction ( klesa ) in the man who attains 
apavarga (salvation) 1 . When once this state is attained all efforts 
(pravrtti) cease for ever, for though efforts were beginningless 
with us they were all due to attachment, antipathy, etc. Then 
there are short discussions regarding the way in which egoism 
(akamkdra) ceases with the knowledge of the true causes of de¬ 
fects ( dosd ); about the nature of whole and parts and about the 
nature of atoms (anus) which cannot further be divided. A dis¬ 
cussion is then introduced against the doctrine of the Vijflana- 
vadins that nothing can be regarded aslhaving any reality when 
separated from thoughts. Incidentally Yoga is mentioned as 
leading to right knowledge. 

The whole of the fifth book which seems to be a later addition 
is devoted to the enumeration of different kinds of refutations 
(nigrahasthana ) and futilities {jati). 


Caraka, Ny§ya sutras and Vai4e§ika sutras. 

When we compare the Nyaya sutras with the VaiUsika 
sutras we find that in the former two or three different streams 
of purposes have met, whereas the latter is much more homo¬ 
geneous. The large amount of materials relating to debates 
treated as a practical art for defeating an opponent would lead 
one to suppose that it was probably originally compiled from 
some other existing treatises which were used by Hindus and 
Buddhists alike for rendering themselves fit to hold their own in 
debates with their opponents 5 . This assumption is justified when 

1 Vatsy 3 .y ana notes that this is the salvation of him who has known Brahman, iv.i. 63. 

4 A reference to the Suvarnaprabh&sa sutra shows that the Buddhist missionaries 
used to get certain preparations for improving their voice in order to be able to argue 
with force, and they took to the worship of Sarasvat! (goddess of learning), who they 
supposed would help them in bringing readily before their mind all the information 
and ideas of which they stood so much in need at the time of debates. 
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Je compare the futilities ( jati) quibbles (chala), etc., relating to 
disputations as found in the Nyaya sutra with those that are 


found in the medical work of Caraka (78 A.D.), III. viii. .There 


are no other works in early Sanskrit literature, excepting the 
Nyaya sutra and Caraka-sawhtta which have treated of these 
matters. Caraka’s description of some of the categories (e.g. 
drstanta, prayojana, pratijfta and vitanda) follows very closely 
the definitions given of those in the Nyaya sutraf. There are 
others such as the definitions of jalpa, chala, nigrahasthana, etc., 
where the definitions of two authorities differ more. There are 
some other logical categories mentioned in Caraka (e.g. pra- 
tisthapana, jijnasa, vyavasaya, vakyadosa, vdkyaprasanisa, upa- 
lambha, parihdra, abkyanujnd, etc.) which are not found in the 
Nyaya sutra 1 . Again, the various types of futilities (jati) and points 
of opponent’s refutation ( nigrahasthana, ) mentioned in the Nyaya 
sutra are not found in Caraka. There are some terms which are 
found in slightly variant forms in the two works, e.g. aupamya in 
Caraka, upamana in Nyaya sutra, arthdpatti in Nyaya sutra and 
arthaprapti in Caraka. Caraka does not seem to know anything 
about the Nyaya work on this subject, and it is plain that the 
treatment of these terms of disputations in the Caraka is much 
simpler and less technical than what we find in the Nyaya sutras. 
If we leave out the varieties of jati and nigrahasthana of the 
fifth book, there is on the whole a great agreement between the 
treatment of Caraka and that of the Nyaya sutras. It seems there¬ 
fore in a high degree probable that both Caraka and the Nyaya 
sutras were indebted for their treatment of these terms of dispu¬ 
tation to some other earlier work. Of these, Caraka’s compilation 
was earlier, whereas the compilation of the Nyaya sutras repre¬ 
sents a later work when a hotter atmosphere of disputations had 
necessitated the use of more technical terms which are embodied 
in this work, but which were not contained in the earlier work. 
It does not seem therefore that this part of the work could have 
been earlier than the second century A.D. Another stream flowing 
through the Nyaya sutras is that of a polemic against the doctrines 
which could be attributed to the Sautrantika Buddhists, the 
Vijflanavada Buddhists, the nihilists, the Samkhya, the Carvaka, 
and some other unknown schools of thought to which we find no 


1 Like Vaiitesika, Caraka does not know the threefold division of inference {anu- 
mdrui) as purvavat, hsavat and sain anyatodrsta. 
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__allusion elsewhere. The Vaisesika sutras as we have already 

seen had argued only against the Mimamsa, and ultimately agreed 
with them on most points. The dispute with Mimamsa in the 
Nyaya sutras is the same as in the Vaisesika over the question 
of the doctrine of the eternality of sound. The question of the 
self-validity of knowledge ( svatahpramdnydvada ) and the akhyati 
doctrine of illusion of the Mimamsists, which form the two chief 


.points of discussion between later Mimamsa and later Nyaya, 
are never alluded to in the Nyaya sutras. The advocacy of Yoga 
methods (Nyaya sutras t Iv. ii. 38-42 and 46) seems also to be 
an alien element; these are not found in Vaisesika and are not in 
keeping with the general tendency of the Nyaya sutras , and the 
Japanese tradition that Mirok added them later on as Mahamaho- 
padhyaya Haraprasada Sastrl has pointed out 1 is not improbable. 

The Vaisesika sutras , III. i. 18 and III. ii. I, describe per¬ 
ceptional knowledge as produced by the close proximity of the' 
self (atman), the senses and the objects of sense, and they 
also adhere to the doctrine, that colour can only be perceived 
under special conditions of samskara (conglomeration etc.). 
The reason for inferring the existence of manas from the non¬ 
simultaneity ( ayaugapadya ) of knowledge and efforts is almost 
the same with Vaisesika as with Nyaya. The Nyaya sutras 
give a more technical definition of perception, but do not bring 
in the questions of samskara or udbhutarupavattva which Vai- 
£esika does. On the question of inference Nyaya gives three 
classifications as purvavat, Sesavat and samanyatodrsta, but no 
definition. The VaUesika sutras do not know of these classifica¬ 


tions, and give only particular types or instances of inference 
(V. S. III. i. 7 -I 7 * IX - i*- 1-2, 4 ~ 5 )* Inference is said to be made 
when a thing is in contact with another, or when it is in a relation 
of inherence in it, or when it inheres in a third thing; one kind 
of effect may lead to the inference of another kind of effect, and 
so on. These are but mere collections of specific instances of infer¬ 
ence without reaching a general theory. The doctrine of vyapti 
(concomitance of hetu (reason) and sadhya (probandum)) which be¬ 
came so important in later Nyaya has never been properly formu¬ 
lated either in the Nyaya sutras or in the Vaisesika. Vaisesika 
sutra y \\\. i. 24, no doubt assumes the knowledge of concomitance 
between hetu and sadhya (prasiddhipurvakatvat apadeSasyd), 


1 f.A.S.B. 1905. 
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the technical vyapti is not known, and the connotation of 
the term prasiddhipurvakatva of Vateesika seems to be more 
loose than the term vyapti as we know it in the later Nyaya. The 
Vaisesika sutras do not count scriptures ( sabdd) as a separate 
pramana, but they tacitly admit the great validity of the Vedas. 
With Nyaya sutras Sabda as a pramana applies not only to the 
Vedas, but to the testimony of any trustworthy person, and 
Vatsyayana says that trustworthy persons may be of three 
kinds rsi } arya and mleccha (foreigners). Upamana which is 
regarded as a means of right cognition in Nyaya is not even 
referred to in the Vaisesika sUtras. The Nyaya sutras know of 
other pramanas, such as arthapatti, sambhava and aitikya , but 
include them within the pramanas admitted by them, but the 
Vaisesika sutras do not seem to know them at all 1 . The Vatie- 
sika sutras believe in the perception of negation (abhava) through 
the perception of the locus to which such* negation refers (IX. i, 
i-io). The Nyttya sutras (II. ii. 1,2, 7-12) consider that abhava as 
non-existence or negation can be perceived; when one asks another 
to “bring the clothes which are not marked, he finds that marks 
are absent in some clothes and brings them ; so it is argued that 
absence or non-existence can be directly perceived 51 . Though 
there is thus an agreement between the Nyaya and the VaiSesika 
sutras about the acceptance of abhava as being due to perception, 
yet their method of handling the matter is different. The Nyaya 
sutras say nothing about the categories of dravya, guna , karma, 
vtiesa and sanzavaya which form the main subjects of Vafeeska 
discussions 8 . The Nyaya sutras take much pains to prove the 
materiality of the senses. But this question does not seem to have 
been important with Vaisesika. The slight reference to this 
question in VIII. ii. 5-6 can hardly be regarded as sufficient. 
The VaiSesika sutras do not mention the name of“ l£vara,” whereas 
the Nyaya sutras try to prove his existence on eschatological 
grounds. The reasons given in support of the existence of self 
in the Nyaya sutras are mainly on the ground of the unity of J 
sense-cognitions and the phenomenon of recognition, whereas the | 

1 The only old authority which knows these pramanas is Caraka. But he also gives ^ 
an interpretation of sambhava which is different from Nyaya and calls arthdpatti 
arthaprapti ( Caraka m. viii.). 

•J The details of this example are taken from Vat sy ay ana’s commentary. 

8 The Nydya suira no doubt incidentally gives a definition of jati as “ samanapra- 

saydipiikd jdtih ” pi* ii. 7 1 )* 
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[lSesika lays its main emphasis on self-consciousness as a fact 
of knowledge. Both the Nyaya and the Vaitesika sutras admit 
the existence of atoms, but all the details of the doctrine ot 
atomic structure in later Myaya-Vai£esika are absent there. The 
Vai£esika calls salvation nihsreyasa or moksa and the Nyaya 
apavarga. Moksa with Vateesika is the permanent cessation of 
connection with body; the apavarga with Nyaya is cessation of 
pain 1 . In later times the main points of difference between the 
VaiSesika and NySya are said to lie with regard to theory of the 
notion of number, changes of colour in the molecules by heat, etc* 
Thus the former admitted a special procedure of the mind by which 
cognitions of number arose in the mind (e.g. at the first moment 
there is the sense contact with an object, then the notion of one¬ 
ness, then from a sense of relativeness—apeksabuddhi notion 
of two, then a notion of two-ness, and then the notion of two 
things); again, the doctrine of pilup2Lka (changes of qualities by 
heat are produced in atoms and not in molecules as Nyaya held) 
was held by VaiSesika, which the Naiyayikas did not admit*. But 
as the Nyaya sutras are silent on these points, it is not possible to 
say that such were really the differences between early Nyaya and 
early Vai6esika. These differences may be said to hold between 
the later interpreters of VaiSesika and the later interpreters of 
Nyaya. The VaiSesika as we find it in the commentary of 
Pra£astapada (probably sixth century A.D.), and the Nyaya from 
the time of Udyotakara have come to be treated as almost 
the same system with slight variations only. I have therefore 
preferred to treat them together. The main presentation of the 
Nyaya-VaiSesika philosophy in this chapter is that which is found 
from the sixth century onwards. 


The Vai^esika and Nyaya Literature. 

It is difficult to ascertain definitely the date of the Vaisesika 
sutras by Kanada, also called Aulukya the son of Uluka, though 
there is every reason to suppose it to be pre-Buddhistic. It 

1 Professor Vanamali Vedantatirtha quotes a passage from Samk$epalahkarajaya y 
XVI. 68-^69 in /. A.S.B. , 1905, and another passage from a Nyaya writer Bhasarvajfla, 
pp. 39-41, in /.A.S.B.> 1914, to show that the old Naiyayikas considered that there 
was an element of happiness ( sukka) in the state of mukti (salvation) which the Vaiie- 
sika. denied. No evidence in support of this opinion is found in the Nyaya or the 
VaiJefika sutras , unless the cessation of pain with Nyaya is interpreted as meaning the 
presence of some sort of bliss or happiness. 

8 See Madhava’s Sarvadarianasamgraha-Aulukyadartana . 
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«^ r oars from the Vdyu pur ana that he was bom in Prabhasa near 
Dvaraka, and was the disciple of Soma^armS. The time of 
Pra£astapada who wrote a bh&sya (commentary) of the Vaise¬ 
sika sutras cannot also unfortunately be ascertained. The pecu¬ 
liarity of PraSastapada’s bhAsya is this that unlike other bh&syas 
(which first give brief explanations of the text of the sutras and 
then continue to elaborate independent explanations by explain¬ 
ing the first brief comments), it does not follow the sutras but 
is an independent dissertation based on their main contents 1 . 
There were two other bhSsyas on the Vaisesika sutras y namely 
Ravana-bhasya and Bharddvdja-vrtti, but these are now probably 
lost. References to the former are found in KirandvaBbhdskara 
of Padmanabha Mi 3 ra and also in Ratnaprabha 2. 2. 11. Pour 
commentaries were written on this bhasya, namely Vyomavati by 
Vyoma£ekharacarya, Nyayakandalt by 6ridhara, Ktranavali by 
Udayana (984 a.D.) and Lildvatiby £rivats 5 carya. In addition to 
these JagadiSa BhattScarya of Navadvlpa and Sankara Mi£ra wrote 
two other commentaries on the Pra$astapdda-bhd%ya y namely 
Bhasyasukti and Katfdda-rahasya. Sankara Mi£ra (1425 A.D.) 
also wrote a commentary on the Vaisesika sutras called the 
Upaskara. Of these Nyaya-kandali of ^ridhara on account of its 
simplicity of style and elaborate nature of exposition is probably 
the best for a modern student of Vaisesika. Its author was a 
native of the village of Bhurisrsti in Bengal (Radh&). His fathers 
name was Baladeva and mother’s name was Acchoka and he 
wrote his work in 913 Saka era ( 99 0 A * D 0 as himself writes 
at the end of his work. 

The Nyaya sutra was written by Aksapada or Gautama, and 
the earliest commentary on it written by Vatsyayana is known 
as the Vatsyayana- bhasya. The date of Vatsyayana has not 

* The bhasya of Pra 4 astapada can hardly be called a bhasya (elaborate commen¬ 
tary). He himself makes no such claim and calls his work a compendium of the 
properties of the categories ( Paddrthadharmasamgraha ). He takes the categories of 
dravya runa, karma . sdmdnya, viie$a and santavdya in order and without raising any 
discussions plainly narrates what he has got to say on them. Some of the doctrines 
which are important in later Nyaya-Vai 4 esika discussions, such as the doctrine of 
creation and dissolution, doctrine of number, the theory that the number of atoms 
contributes to the atomic measure of the molecules, the doctrine of pilupaka m con¬ 
nection with the transformation of colours by heat occur m his narration for the first 
time as the Vaihsika sutras are silent on these points. It is difficult to ascertain his 
date definitely; he is the earliest writer on Vaisesika available to us after Kanada 
and it is not improbable that he lived in the 5th or 6 th century A.D. 
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ji definitely settled, but there is reason to believe that he lived 
some time in the beginning of the fourth century A.D. Jacobi 
places him in 300 A.D. Udyotakara (about 635 A.D.) wrote a 
Vdrttika on Vatsyayana’s bhasya to establish the Nyaya views 
and to refute the criticisms of the Buddhist logician Dinnaga 
(about 500 A.D.) in his Pramanasamuccaya. VacaspatimiSra 
(840 A.D.) wrote a sub-commentary on the Nyayavarttika of 
Udyotakara called Nyayavarttikatatparyatika in order to make 
clear the right meanings of Udyotakara’s Vdrttika which was sink¬ 
ing in the mud as it were through numerous other bad writings 
( dustarakunibandhapahkamagnanam), Udayana (984 A.D.) wrote 
a sub-commentary on the Tatparyatika called Tatparyatika- 
parisuddki . Varddhamana (1225 A.D.) wrote a sub-commentary 
on that called the Nyayanibandhaprakasa. Padmanabha wrote 
a sub-commentary on that called Varddhamanendu and Sankara 
Mi£ra (1425 A.D.) wrote a sub-commentary on that called the 
Nyayatatparyamandana . In the seventeenth century ViSvanatha 
wrote an independent short commentary known as Visvandtha- 
vrtti , on the Nyaya sutra , and Radhamohana wrote a separate 
commentary on the Nyaya sutras known as Nyayasutravivarana. 
In addition to these works on the Nyaya sutras many other 
independent works of great philosophical value have been written 
on the Nyaya system. The most important of these in medieval 
times is the Nydyamanjari of Jayanta (880 A.D.), who flourished 
shortly after Vacaspatimi^ra. Jayanta chooses some of the Nyaya 
sutras for interpretation, but he discusses the Nyaya views quite 
independently, and criticizes the views of other systems of Indian 
thought of his time. It is far more comprehensive than Vacaspati’s 
Tatparyatika , and its style is most delightfully lucid. Another 
important work is Udayana’s Kusumanjali in which he tries to 
prove the existence of I$vara (God). This work ought to be read 
with its commentary Prakasa by Varddhamana (1225 A.D.) and its 
sub-commentary Makaranda by Rucidatta (1275 A.D.). Udayana’s 
Atmatattvaviveka is a polemical work against the Buddhists, in 
which he tries to establish the Nyaya doctrine of soul. In addition 
to these we have a number of useful works on Nyaya in later 
times. Of these the following deserve special mention in connec¬ 
tion with the present work. Bhasapariccheda by ViSvanatha with 
its commentaries Muktavali , Dinakari and Ramarudri, Tarka- 
samgraha with Nyayanirnaya, Tarkabhdsa of Kesava Misra with 
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he commentary Ny&yapradipa , Saptapadartki of Sivaditya, 
Tarkikaraksa of Varadaraja with the commentary Niskantaka of 
Mallinatha, Nyayasara of Madhava Deva of the city of Dhara 
and Nyayasiddhantamanjari of Janaklnatha Bhattacarya with 
the NyOyamanjarisO ra by Yadavacarya, and Nyayasiddh&n ta dip a 
of £a6adhara with Prabka by Sesanantacarya. 

The new school of Nyaya philosophy known as Navy a-Nyaya 
began with Gangeia Upadhyaya of Mithila, about 1200 A.D. 
Garige£a wrote only on the four pramanas admitted by the Nyaya, 
viz. pratyaksa, anumana,upamana,and £abda,and not on any of the 
topics of Nyaya metaphysics. But it so happened that his dis¬ 
cussions on anumana(inference)attracted unusuallygreat attention 
in NavadvXpa (Bengal), and large numbers of commentaries and 
commentaries of commentaries were written on the anumana 
portion of his work Tattvacintamaipi , and many independent 
treatises on £abda and anumana were also written by the scholars 
of Bengal, w hich became thenceforth for some centuries the home 
of Nyaya studies. The commentaries of Raghunatha &iromani 
(1500 A.D.), Mathura Bhattacarya (1580 A.D.), Gadadhara Bhatta- 
c&rya (1650 A.D.) and Jagadi^a Bhattacarya (1590 A.D.), commen¬ 
taries on Siromani's commentary on Tdttvacintdmani y had been 
very widely read in Bengal. The new school of Nyaya became the 
most important study in NavadvXpa and there appeared a series 
of thinkers who produced an extensive literature on the subject 1 . 
The contribution was not in the direction of metaphysics, theology, 
ethics, or religion, but consisted mainly in developing a system 
of linguistic notations to specify accurately and precisely any 
concept or its relation with other concepts*. 

1 hus for example when they wished to define precisely the 
nature of the concomitance of one concept with another (e.g. smoke 
and fire), they would so specify the relation that the exact nature 
of the concomitance should be clearly expressed, and that there 
should be no confusion or ambiguity. Close subtle analytic 
thinking and the development of a system of highly technical 


1 From the latter half of the twelfth century to the third quarter of the sixteenth 
century the new school of Nyaya was started in Mithila (Behar); but from the fifteenth 
to the seventeenth century Bengal became pre-eminently the home of Nyaya studies. 
See Mr Cakravarttl’s paper, J. A. S. B. 19*5* X am indebted to it for some of the 
dates mentioned m this section. 

* Ih)or anumana of Raghunatha as well as his Padarthatattvan irupana are, how¬ 
ever, notable exceptions. 
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Nyaya Literature 

fssions mark the development of this literature. The technics 
depressions invented by this school were thus generally accepted 
even by other systems of thought, wherever the need of accurate 
and subtle thinking was felt. But from the time that Sanskrit 
ceased to be the vehicle of philosophical thinking in India the 
importance of this literature has gradually lost ground, and it 
can hardly be hoped that it will ever regain its old position by 
attracting enthusiastic students in large numbers. 

I cannot close this chapter without mentioning the fact that 
so far as the logical portion of the Nyaya system is concerned, 
though Aksapada was the first to write a comprehensive account 
of it, the Jains and Buddhists in medieval times had indepen¬ 
dently worked at this subject and had criticized the Nyaya ac¬ 
count of logic and made valuable contributions. In Jaina logic 
Dasavaikdlikaniryukti of Bhadrabahu (357 B.C.), Umasvati’s 
Tattvarthddhigama sutra , Nydyavatara of Siddhasena Divakara 
(533 A.D.) Manikya Nandi's (800 A.D.) Pariksamukha sutra , and 
Pramdiianayatattvalokdlamkdra of Deva Suri (1159 A.D.) and 
Prameyakamalamartanda of Prabhacandra deserve special notice. 
Pramanasamuccaya and Nyayapravesa of Dinnaga (500 A.D.), 
Pramdnavarttika kariku and Nyayabindu of Dharmaktrtti 
(650 A.D.) with the commentary of Dharmottara are the most 
interesting of the Buddhist works on systematic logic 1 . The 
diverse points of difference between the Hindu, Jain and 
Buddhist logic require to be dealt with in a separate work on 
Indian logic and can hardly be treated within the compass of the 
present volume. 

It is interesting to notice that between the Vatsydya 
bhdsya and the Udyotakara’s Vdrttika no Hindu work on logic 
of importance seems to have been written : it appears that the 
science of logic in this period was in the hands of the Jains and 
the Buddhists; and it was Dirinaga’s criticism of Hindu Nyaya 
that roused Udyotakara to write the Vdrttika . The Buddhist and 
the Jain method of treating logic separately from metaphysics 
as an independent study was not accepted by the Hindus till we 
come to Garige£a, and there is probably only one Hindu work of 
importance on Nyaya in the Buddhist style namely Nyayasdra 
of Bhasarvajfia. Other older Hindu works generally treated of 

1 Sec Indian Logic Medieval School\ by Dr S. C. Vidyabhusana, for a biblio¬ 
graphy of Jain and Buddhist Logic. 
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-inference only along with metaphysical and other points of Nyaya 
interest 1 . 


The main doctrine of the Nyaya-Vai§e?ika Philosophy 8 . 


The Nyaya-Vaisesika having dismissed the doctrine of mo¬ 
mentariness took a common-sense view of things, and held that 
things remain permanent until suitable collocations so arrange 
themselves that the thing can be destroyed. Thus the jug con¬ 
tinues to remain a jug unless or until it is broken to pieces by 
the stroke of a stick. Things exist not because they can produce 
an impression on us, or serve my purposes either directly or 
through knowledge, as the Buddhists suppose, but because exist¬ 
ence isoneof their characteristics. I f I or you or any other perceiver 
did not exist, the things would continue to exist all the same. 
Whether they produce any effect on us or on their surrounding 
environments is immaterial. Existence is the most general 
characteristic of things, and it is on account of this that things 
are testified by experience to be existing. 

As the Nyaya-VaiSesikas depended solely on experience and 
on valid reasons, they dismissed the Samkhya cosmology, but 
accepted the atomic doctrine of the four elements ( bhutas), earth 
(kstti), water (n^), fire (j tejas}, and air ( m&rut ). These atoms are 
eternal; the fifth substance (akasa) is all pervasive and eternal. 
It is regarded as the cause of propagating sound; though all- 
pervading and thus in touch with the ears of all persons.it mani¬ 
fests sound only in the ear-drum, as it is only there that it shows 
itself as a sense-organ and manifests such sounds as the man de¬ 
serves to hear by reason of his merit and demerit Thus a deaf 
man though he has the aka£a as his sense of hearing, cannot hear 
on account of his demerit which impedes the faculty of that sense 
organ*. In addition to these they admitted the existence of time 
(hd/a) as extending from the past through the present to the 


Almost all the books on Nyaya and VaiSe?ika referred to have been consulted in 
the writing of this chapter. Those who want to be acquainted with a fuller bibliography 
of the new school of logic should refer to the paper called “The Hisiory of Navya 
Nyaya in Bengal,” by Mr Cakravartti in/. A. S. B. 1915. 

» I have treated Nyiya and Vaifejika as the same system. Whatever may have been 
their original differences, they are regarded since about 600 a.d. as being in complete 
agreement except in some minor points. The views of one system are often supple¬ 
mented by those of the other. The original character of the two systems has already 
been treated. 3 

9 See Nyayakandali, pp. 59-64. 
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endless futurity before us. Had there been no time we could 
have no knowledge of it and there would be nothing to account 
for our time-notions associated with all changes. The Samkhya 
did not admit the existence of any real time; to them the unit 
of kala is regarded as the time taken by an atom to traverse its 
own unit of space. It has no existence separate from the atoms 
and their movements. The appearance of kala as a separate entity 
is a creation of our buddhi (buddkinirmand) as it represents the 
order or mode in which the buddhi records its perceptions. But 
kala in Nyaya-VaiSesika is regarded as a substance existing by 
itself. In accordance with the changes of things it reveals itself 
as past, present, and future, Samkhya regarded it as past, present, 
and future, as being the modes of the constitution of the things 
in its different manifesting stages of evolution {adhvari). The 
astronomers regarded it as being due to the motion of the planets. 
These must all be contrasted with the Nyaya-Vai£esika con¬ 
ception of kala which is regarded as an all-pervading, partless 
substance which appears as many in association with the changes 
related to it 1 . 

The seventh substance is relative space {dik). It is that sub¬ 
stance by virtue of which things are perceived as being on the 
right, left, east, west, upwards and downwards; kala like dik is 
also one. But yet tradition has given us varieties of it in the eight 
directions and in the upper and lower 2 . The eighth substance is 
the soul ( atman ) which is all-pervading. There are separate atmans 
for each person; the qualities of knowledge, feelings of pleasure 
and pain, desire, etc. belong to atman. Manas (mind) is the ninth 
substance. It is atomic in size and the vehicle of memory; all affec¬ 
tions of the soul such as knowing, feeling, and willing, are generated 
by the connection of manas with soul, the senses and the objects. 
It is the intermediate link which connects the soul with the senses, 
and thereby produces the affections of knowledge, feeling, or 
willing. With each single connection of soul with manas we have 
a separate affection of the soul, and thus our intellectual experience 
is conducted in a series, one coming after another and not simul¬ 
taneously. Over and above all these we have I^vara. The definition 

1 See Nydyakarulali, pp. 64-66, and Nyayamafljari, pp. 136-139. The Vaiiesika 
sutras regarded time as the cause of things which suffer change but denied it of things 
which are eternal. 

* See NyayakandaTt , pp. 66-69, an< * Nyayamafljari ; p. i 4 o. 
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substance consists in this, that it is independent by itself, whereas 
the other things such as quality (gu?ta), action (karma), sameness 
or generality (sdmanya), speciality or specific individuality ( visesa ) 
and the relation of inherence ( samavaya ) cannot show themselves 
without the help of substance (< dravya ). Dravya is thus the place 
of rest (asrayd) on which all the others depend (dsrta). Dravya, 
guna, karma, samanya, viSesa, and samavaya are the six original 
entities of which all things in the world are made up 1 . When a 
man through some special merit, by the cultivation of reason and 
a thorough knowledge of the fallacies and pitfalls in the way 
of right thinking, comes to know the respective characteristics 
and differences of the above entities, he ceases to have any 
passions and to work in accordance with their promptings and 
attains a conviction of the nature of self, and is liberated*. The 
Nyaya-VaiSesika is a pluralistic system which neither tries to 
reduce the diversity of experience to any universal principle, nor 
dismisses patent facts of experience on the strength of the de¬ 
mands of the logical coherence of mere abstract thought. The 
entities it admits are taken directly from experience. The under¬ 
lying principle is that at the root of each kind of perception there 
must be something to which the perception is due. It classified the 
percepts and concepts of experience into several ultimate types 
or categories (Jraddrtha), and held that the notion of each type 
was due to the presence of that entity. These types are six in 
number—dravya, guna, etc. If we take a percept “I see a red 
book/' the book appears to be an independent entity on which 
rests the concept of “redness ” and “oneness,” and we thus call the 
book a substanc e (dravya) ] dravya is thus defined as that which 
has the characteristic of a dravya (< dravyatvd ). So also guna and 
karma. In the subdivision of different kinds of dravya also the 
same principle of classification is followed. In contrasting it with 
Samkhya or Buddhism we see that for each unit of sensation (say 

1 Abhdva (negation) as dependent on bhava (position) is mentioned in the Vatiesika 
sutras. Later Nyaya writers such ms U day ana include abhava as a separate category, 
but Srldhara a contemporary of Udayana rightly remarks that abhava was not counted 
by Praiastapada as it was dependent on bhava —^abhdvasya prthaganupadciak 
bhdvapdratantryilt na tvabhdvdi .” Nyayakandali , p. 6, and Lakfandva/t, p. a. 

2 “ Tattvato jH&tcsu bahyadhyatmikesu vi$ayc$u dofodarfandt viraktasya samihd * 
nivrtiau itmajnasya tadarthuni karmUnyakuryatah tatparity&gasadhandni frutismr- 
tyudit&ni asankalpitaphal&tii up&dad&nasya dtmajndnamabhyasyaiah prakrstamvart- 
takadharmopacayt sati paripakvdtmajHAnasydtyantikaiarfraviyogasya bkdvdt .” Ibid, 

p. 7. 


Category of Quality 

latter would admit a corresponding real, but 
Nyaya-Vai£esika would collect “all whiteness” under the name 
of “the quality of white colour” which the atom possessed 1 . They 
only regarded as a separate entity what represented an ultimate 
mode of thought. They did not enquire whether such notions 
could be regarded* as the modification of some other notion or 
not; but whenever they found that there were some experiences 
which were similar and universal, they classed them as separate 
entities or categories. 

The six Padarthas: Dravya, Guna, Karma, Samanya, 
Visesa, Samav&ya. 

Of the six classes of entities or categories ( padartha ) we have 
already given some account of dravya*. Let us now turn to 
the others. Qf the qualities {guna) the first one called rupa 
(colour) is that which can be apprehended by the eye alone 
and not by any other sense. The colours are white, blue, 
yellow, red, green, brown and variegated ( citra ). Colours are 
found only in ksiti, ap and tejas. The colours of ap and tejas are 
permanent ( nitya ), but the colour of ksiti changes when heat 
is applied, and this, ^ridhara holds, is due to the fact that 
heat changes the atomic structure of ksiti (earth) and thus the 
old constitution of the substance being destroyed, its old colour 
is also destroyed, and a new one is generated. Rupa is the general 
name for the specific individual colours. There is the genus rii- 
patva (colourness), and the rupa guna (quality) is that on which 
rests this genus; rupa is not itself a genus and can be appre¬ 
hended by the eye. 

The second is rasa (taste), that quality of things which can be 
apprehended only by the tongue ; these are sweet, sour, pungent 
( katu ), astringent ( ka$aya ) and bitter ( tikta ). Only ksiti and ap 
have taste. The natural taste of ap is sweetness. Rasa like 
rupa also denotes the genus rasatva, and rasa as quality must 
be distinguished from rasa as genus, though both of them are 
apprehended by the tongue. 

The third is gandka (odour), that quality which can be ap¬ 
prehended by the nose alone. It belongs to ksiti alone. Water 

1 The reference is to Sautrantika Buddhism, "yo yo viruddh&dky&savdn na stive- 
hah.” See PamiitaSoka’s Avayavinirdkarana , Six Buddhist Ny&ya tracts. 

2 The word u pad&rtha” literally means denotations of words. 
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^ir is apprehended as having odour on account of the presence 
of earth materials. 

The fourth is sparsa (touch), that quality which can be ap¬ 
prehended only by the skin. There are three kinds of touch, cold, 
hot, neither hot nor cold. SparSa belongs to ksiti; ap, tejas, and 
vayu. The fifth sabda (sound) is an attribute of akaSa. Had there 
been no aka6a there would have been no sound. 

The sixth is samkhya (number),that entityof quality belonging 
to things by virtue of which we can count them as one, two, three, 
etc. The conception of numbers two, three, etc. is due to a relative 
oscillatory state of the mind ( apeksabuddhi)\ thus when there are 
two jugs before my eyes, I have the notion—This is one jug and 
that is another jug. This is called apeksabuddhi; then in the 
two jugs there arises the quality of twoness ( dvitva ) and then an 
indeterminate perception (; nirvikalpa-dvitva-guna ) of dvitva in us 
and then the determinate perceptions that there are the two jugs. 
The conceptions of other numbers as well as of many arise in a 
similar manner 1 . 

The seventh is parimiti (measure), that entity of quality in 
things by virtue of which we perceive them as great or small and 
speak of them as such. The measure of the partless atoms is 
called parimandala parimana; it is eternal, and it cannot gene¬ 
rate the measure of any other thing. Its measure is its own abso¬ 
lutely; when two atoms generate a dyad ( dvyanuka) it is not 
the measure of the atom that generates the anu (atomic) and 
the hrasva (small) measure of the dyad molecule (dvyanuka\ 
for then the size ( partntQna ) of it would have been still smaller 
than the measure of the atom ( parimandala ), whereas the 
measure of the dyanuka is of a different kind, namely the 
small ( hrasva)* . Of course two atoms generate a dyad, but 
then the number (samkhya) of the atom should be regarded as 
bringing forth a new kind of measure, namely the small (hrasva) 
measure in the dyads. So again when three dyads (dyanuka) 
compose a tryanuka the number and not the measure “ small ” 


This is distinctively a Vai^esika view introduced by Pra&rstapada. Nyaya seems 
to be silent on this matter. See Sankara Mi&ra’s Upaskara , VII. ii. 8. 

2 It should be noted that the atomic measure appears in two forms as eternal as in 
‘ ‘ paramanus ” and non-eternal as in the dvyanuka. The parimandala parimana is thus 
a variety of anuparimana. The a^iuparimana and the hrasvaparimana represent the 
two dimensions of the measure of dvyanukas as mahat and dirgha are with reference 
to tryagukas. See Ny&yakattdali, p. 133. 



The Quality of Measure 

rasva) of the dyad is the cause of the measure “ great ” ( mahat) 
of the tryanuka. But when we come to the region of these gross 
tryanukas we find that the “ great ” measure of the tryanukas is 
the cause of the measure of other grosser bodies composed by 
them. For as many tryanukas constitute a gross body, so much 
bigger does the thing become. Thus the cumulation of the trya¬ 
nukas of mahat parimana makes things of still more mahat pari- 
mana. The measure of tryanukas is not only regarded as mahat 
but also as dirgha (long) and this dirgha parimana has to be ad¬ 
mitted as coexisting with mahat parimana but not identical, for 
things not only appear as great but also as long (dirgha). Here 
we find that the accumulation of tryanukas means the accumula¬ 
tion of “great” (mahat) and “long” (dirgha) parimana, and hence 
the thing generated happens to possess a measure which is greater 
and longer than the individual atoms which composed them. 
Now the hrasva parimana of the dyads is not regarded as having 
a lower degree of greatness or length but as a separate and distinct 
type of measure which is called small (hrasva). As accumulation 
of grossness, greatness or length, generates still more greatness, 
grossness and length in its effect, so an accumulation of the 
hrasva (small) parimana ought to generate still more hrasva 
parimana, and we should expect that if the hrasva measure of 
the dyads was the cause of the measure of the tryanukas, the 
tryanukas should be even smaller than the dyanukas. So also if 
the atomic and circular ( parimandala) size of the atoms is re¬ 
garded as generating by their measure the measure of the dya¬ 
nukas, then the measure of the dyanukas ought to be more atomic 
than the atoms. The atomic, small, and great measures should 
not be regarded as representing successively bigger measures pro¬ 
duced by the mere cumulation of measures, but each should be 
regarded as a measure absolutely distinct, different from or foreign 
to the other measure. It is therefore held that if grossness in the 
cause generates still more greatness in the effect, the smallness 
and the parimandala measure of the dyads and atoms ought to 
generate still more smallness and subtleness in their effect. 
But since the dyads and the tryanuka molecules are seen to 
be constituted of atoms and dyads respectively, and yet are 
not found to share the measure of their causes, it is to be argued 
that the measures of the atoms and dyads do not generate the 
measure of their effects, but it is their number which is the cause 
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the measure of the latter. This explains anuparimana, hrasva 
parimana, mahat parimana, and dirgha parimana. The parimana 
of Ska£a, kala, dik and atman which are regarded as all-pervasive, 
is said to be paramamahat (absolutely large). The parimanas 
of the atoms, aka&a, kala, dik, manas, and atman are regarded 
as eternal ( nitya ). All other kinds of parimanas as belonging to 
non-eternal things are regarded as non-eternal. 


The eighth is prthaktva (mutual difference or separateness of 
things), that entity or quality in things by virtue of which things 
appear as different (e.g. this is different from that). Difference is 
perceived by us as a positive notion and not as a mere negation 
such as this jug is not this pot. 

The ninth is samyoga (connection), that entity of guna by 
virtue of which things appear to us as connected. 

The tenth is vibkaga (separation), that entity of guna which 
destroys the connection or contact of things. 

The eleventh and twelfth guna s } paratva and aparatva, give 
rise in us to the perceptions of long time and short time, remote 
and near. 


The othergunas such as buddhi (knowledge), sukha (happiness), 
duhkha ’(sorrow), iccha (will), dvesa (antipathy or hatred) and 
yatna (effort) can occur only with reference to soul. 

The characteristic of gurutva (heaviness) is that by virtue of 
which things fall to the ground. The guna of sneha (oiliness) 
belongs to water. The guna of samskara is of three kinds, (i) vega 
(velocity) which keeps a thing moving in different directions, 
(2) sthiti-sthapaka (elasticity) on account of which a gross thing 
tries to get back its old state even though disturbed, (3) bhd - 
vana is that quality of atman by which things are constantly 
practised or by which things experienced are remembered and 
recognized 1 . Dharma is the quality the presence of which enables 
the soul to enjoy happiness or to attain salvation 9 . Adkarma is 


1 Praiastapada says that bhavana is a special characteristic of the soul, contrary to 
intoxication, sorrow and knowledge, by which things seen, heard and felt are remem¬ 
bered and recognized. Through unexpectedness (as the sight of a camel for a man of 
South India), repetition (as in studies, art etc.) and intensity of interest, the samskara 
becomes particularly strong. See Nyayakandali , p. 167. Kanada however is silent 
on these points. He only says that by a special kind of contact of the mind with soul 
and also by the sarpskara, memory (smrti) is produced (ix. 1. 6). 

9 Praiastapada speaks of dharma (merit) as being a quality of the soul. Thereupon 
6ridhara points out that this view does not admit that dharma is a power of karma (na 
karmasamartkyam ). Sacrifice etc. cannot be dharma for these actions being momentary 
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^the^posite quality, the presence of which in the soul leads a 
man to suffer. Adrsta or destiny is that unknown quality of 
things and of the soul which brings about the cosmic order, and 
arranges it for the experience of the souls in accordance with 
their merits or demerits. 

Karma means movement; it is the third thing which must 
be held to be as irreducible a reality as dravya or guna. There 
are five kinds of movement, (i) upward, (2) downward, (3) con- 
traction, (4) expansion, (5) movement in general. All kinds of 
karmas rest on substances just as the gunas do, and cause the 
things to which they belong to move. 

Sdmdnya is the fourth category, it means the genus, or aspect 
of generality or sameness that we notice in things. Thus in spite 
of the difference of colour between one cow and another, both of 
them are found to have such a sameness that we call them cows. 
In spite of all diversity in all objects around us, they are all 
perceived as sat or existing. This sat or existence is thus a same¬ 
ness, which is found to exist in all the three things, dravya, guna, 
and karma. This sameness is called sdmdnya or jati, and it is 
regarded as a separate thing which rests on dravya, guna, or 
karma. This highest genus sattd (being) is call edparajdti (highest 
universal), the other intermediate jatis are called aparajati (iower 
universals), such as the genus of dravya, of karma, or of guna, or 
still more intermediate jatis such as gotvajdti (the genus cow), 
nilatvajdti (the genus blue). The intermediate jatis or genera 
sometimes appear to have a special aspect as a species, such as 
pasutva (animal jati) and gotva (the cow jati); here however 
gotva appears as a species, yet it is in reality nothing but a jati. 
The aspect as species has no separate existence. It is jati which 
from one aspect appears as genus and from another as species. 


they cannot generate the effects which are only to be reaped at a future time. If the 
action is destroyed its power ( s&martkya) cannot last. So dharma is to be admitted 
as a quality generated in the self by certain courses of conduct which produce happi¬ 
ness for him when helped by certain other conditions of time, place, etc. Faith 
(fraddAd), non-injury, doing good to all beings, truthfulness, non-stealing, sex-control, 
sincerity, control of anger, ablutions, taking of pure food, devotion to particular gods, 
fasting, strict adherence to scriptural duties, and the performance of duties assigned 
to each caste and stage of life, are enumerated by Praiastapida as producing dharma. 
The person who strictly adheres to these duties and the yamas and niyamas (cf. 
Patafijali’s Yoga) and attains Yoga by a meditation on the six padarthas attains a 
dharma which brings liberation (; moksa ). 6ridhara refers to the Sarpkhya-Yoga 
account of the method of attaining saltation ( NyRyakandati , pp. 272-280). See also 
Vallabha’s Ny&yatil<ivat\ pp. 74 - 75 - (Bombay, 1915.) 
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jati or samanya thus must be regarded as having a separate 
independent reality though it is existent in dravya, guna and 
karma. The Buddhists denied the existence of any indepen¬ 
dent reality of samanya, but said that the sameness as cow 
was really but the negation of all non-cows ( apoha ). The per¬ 
ception of cow realizes the negation of all non-cows and this 
is represented in consciousness as the sameness as cow. He who 
should regard this sameness to be a separate and independent 
reality perceived in experience might also discover two horns 
on his own head 1 2 . The Nyaya-Vai^esika said that negation 
of non-cows is a negative perception, whereas the sameness per¬ 
ceived as cow is a positive perception, which cannot be explained 
by the aforesaid negation theory of the Buddhists. Samanya has 
thus to be admitted to have a separate reality. All perception as 
sameness of a thing is due to the presence of this thing in that 
object 1 . This jati is eternal or non-destructible; for even with 
the destruction of individuals comprehended within the jati, the 
latter is not destroyed*. 

Through visesa things are perceived as diverse. No single 
sensation that we receive from the external world probably agrees 
with any other sensation, and this difference must be due to the 
existence of some specific differences amongst the atoms them¬ 
selves. The specific difference existing in the atoms, emancipated 
souls and minds must be regarded as eternally existing, and it 


1 The Buddhist Papditai£oka says that there is no single thing running through 
different individuals (e.g. cooks) by virtue of which the samanya could be established. 
For if it did exist then we could have known it simply by seeing any cook without 
any reference to his action of cooking by virtue of which the notion of generality is 
formed. If there is a similarity between the action of cooks that cannot establish 
jati in the cooks, for the similarity applies to other things, viz. the action of the 
cooks. If the specific individualities of a cow should require one common factor to 
hold them together, then these should require another and that another, and we have 
a regressus ad infinitum. Whatever being perceptible is not perceived is non-existent 
{yadyadupalabdhilaksanapraj>ta 7 n sannopalabhyatc tattadasat). Samanya is such, 
therefore samanya is non-existent. No samanya can be admitted to exist as an 
entity. But it is only as a result of the impressions of past experiences of existence 
and non-existence that this notion is formed and transferred erroneously to external 
objects. Apart from this no samanya can be pointed out as being externally per¬ 
ceptible —Sdntdnyadusanadikprasarita —in Six Buddhist Nyaya Tracts. The Vedanta 
also does not think that either by perception or by inference we can know jati as a 
separate substance. So it discards jati. See Veddntaparibh&sa, Sikhdmani and Mani- 
prabhdy pp. 69-71. See also Sriharsa’s Khandanakhandakhadya y pp. 1079-1086. 

2 Similarity (sadrfya) is not regarded as a separate category, for it is defined as 
identity in difference {tadbhinnatve salt tadgaiabhuyodharmavattvam). 



is on account of its presence that atoms appear as different to the 
yogins who can perceive them. 


Samavaya , the inseparable relation of inherence, is a relation 
by virtue of which two different things such as substance and 
attribute, substance and karma, substance and samanya, karana 
(cause) and karya (effect), atoms and viSesa, appear so unified 
that they represent one whole, or one identical inseparable reality. 
This peculiar relation of inseparable inherence is the cause why 
substance, action, and attribute, cause and effect, and jati in sub¬ 
stance and attribute appear as indissolubly connected as if they 
are one and the same thing. Samyoga or contact may take place 
between two things of the same nature which exist as disconnected 
and may later on be connected ( yutasiddha ), such as when I put 
my pen on the table. The pen and the table are both substances 
and were disconnected; the samyoga relation is the guna by 
virtue of which they appear to be connected for a while. Samavaya 
however makes absolutely different things such as dravya and 
guna and karma or karana and karya (clay and jug) appear as 
one inseparable whole (< ayutasiddka ). This relation is thus a 
separate and independent category. This is not regarded as 
many like samyogas (contact) but as one and eternal because 
it has no cause. This or that object (e.g. jug) may be destroyed 
but the samavSya relation which was never brought into being 
by anybody always remains 1 . 

These six things are called the six padarthas or independent 
realities experienced in perception and expressed in language. 

The Theory of Causation. 

The Nyaya-Vai6esika in most of its speculations took that 
view of things which finds expression in our language, and which 
we tacitly assume as true in all our ordinary experience. Thus 

1 The Vedanta does not admit the existence of the relation of samavaya as sub¬ 
sisting between two different entities (e.g. substance and qualities). Thus Sankara 
says [Brahma-sutrabh&sya II. ii. 13) that if a samavaya relation is to be admitted to 
connect two different things, then another samavaya would be necessary to connect 
it with either of the two entities that it intended to connect, and that another, 
and so there will be a vicious infinite ( anavasthd ). JNyaya, however, would not re¬ 
gard it as vicious at all. It is well to remember that the Indian systems acknow¬ 
ledge two kinds of anavastha— -pr&m&niki (valid infinite, as in case of the question of 
the seed and the tree, or of the avidya and the passions), and another apr&m&niki 
anavasthd (vicious infinite) as when the admission of anything involves an infinite chain 
before it. can be completed. 
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admitted dravya, guna, karma and samanya. Vi£esa they 
had to admit as the ultimate peculiarities of atoms, for they did 
not admit that things were continually changing their qualities, 
and that everything could be produced out of everything by a 
change of the collocation or arrangement of the constituting atoms. 
In the production of the effect too they did not admit that the 
effect was potentially pre-existent in the cause. They held that 
the material cause (e.g. clay) had some power within it, and the 
accessory and other instrumental causes (such as the stick, the 
wheel etc.) had other powers; the collocation of these two de¬ 
stroyed the cause, and produced the effect which was not existent 
before but was newly produced. This is what is called the 
doctrine of asatkaryavada . This is just the opposite of the 
Samkhya axiom, that what is existent cannot be destroyed (na- 
bkavo vidyate satali) and that the non-existent could never be 
produced ( nasato vidyate bkavah). The objection to this view is 
that if what is non-existent is produced, then even such im¬ 
possible things as the hare’s horn could also be produced. The 
NySya-Vateesika answer is that the view is not that anything 
that is non-existent can be produced, but that which is produced 
was non-existent 1 . 

It is held by Mimamsa that an unseen power resides in the 
cause which produces the effect. To this Nyaya objects that this 
is neither a matter of observation nor of legitimate hypothesis, for 
there is no reason to suppose that there is any transcendental 
operation in causal movement as this can be satisfactorily ex¬ 
plained by molecular movement ( parispanda ). There is nothing 
except the invariable time relation (antecedence and sequence) 
between the cause and the effect, but the mere invariableness of 
an antecedent does not suffice to make it the cause of what 
succeeds; it must be an unconditional antecedent as well (anya- 
th&siddhisunyasya niyatapurvavarttita). Unconditionality and in¬ 
variability are indispensable for karyakaraya-bhava or cause and 
effect relation. For example, the non-essential or adventitious 
accompaniments of an invariable antecedent may also be invari¬ 
able antecedents; but they are not unconditional, only collateral 
or indirect. In other words their antecedence is conditional 
upon something else ( na svatantryena ). The potter’s stick is an 
unconditional invariable antecedent of the jar; but the colour 

1 Ny&yamanjari, p. 494. 
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or its texture or size, or any other accompaniment 
or accident which does not contribute to the work done, is 
not an unconditional antecedent, and must not therefore be 
regarded as a cause. Similarly the co-effects of the invari¬ 
able antecedents or what enters into the production of their 
co-effects may themselves be invariable antecedents; but they 
are not unconditional, being themselves conditioned by those 
of the antecedents of which they are effects. For example, the 
sound produced by the stick or by the potters wheel invariably 
precedes the jar but it is a co-effect; and aka£a (ether) as the 
substrate and vayu (air) as the vehicle of the sound enter into 
the production of this co-effect, but these are no unconditional 
antecedents, and must therefore be rejected in an enumera¬ 
tion of conditions or causes of the jar. The conditions of the 
conditions should also be rejected; the invariable antecedent 
of the potter (who is an invariable antecedent of the jar), 
the potter's father, does not stand in a causal relation to the 
potter’s handiwork. In fact the antecedence must not only be 
unconditionally invariable, but must also be immediate. Finally 
all seemingly invariable antecedents which may be dispensed with 
or left out are not unconditional and cannot therefore be regarded 
as causal conditions. Thus Dr Seal in describing it rightly 
remarks, “ In the end, the discrimination of what is necessary to 
complete the sum -of causes from what is dependent, collateral, 
secondary, superfluous, or inert (i.e. of the relevant from the 
irrelevant factors), must depend on the test of expenditure of 
energy. This test the Nyaya would accept only in the sense of 
an operation analysable into molar or molecular motion ( parts - 
panda eva bhautiko vyapdrah karotyarthah atindriyastu vya- 
paro nastu Jayanta's Mafljarl Ahnikal), but would emphatically 
reject, if it is advanced in support of the notion of a mysterious 
causal power or efficiency (sakti) 1 ” With NySya all energy is 
necessarily kinetic. This is a peculiarity of Nyaya—its insisting 
that the effect is only the sum or resultant of the operations 
of the different causal conditions—that these operations are of 
the nature of motion of kinetic, in other words it firmly holds 
to the view that causation is a case of expenditure of energy, 
i.e. a redistribution of motion, but at the same time absolutely 
repudiates the Samkhya conception of power or productive 

1 Dr P. C. Ray’s Hindu Chemistry, .1909, pp. 149-150. 



D. 


21 




The Nyaya-VaiSesika Philosophy 


®L 


Efficiency as metaphysical or transcendental (atindriya) and finds 
nothing in the cause other than unconditional invariable com¬ 
plements of operative conditions (,kdrana-samagri ), and nothing 
in the effect other than the consequent phenomenon which results 
from the joint operations of the antecedent conditions 1 . Certain 
general conditions such as relative space (dik), tim e(kala\ the will 
of l&vara, destiny ( adrsta ) are regarded as the common cause of all 
effects ( karyatva-prayojaka ). Those are called sadharana-karana 
(common cause) as distinguished from the specific causes which 
determine the specific effects which are called asadkarana kdrana. 
It may not be out of place here to notice that Nyaya while 
repudiating transcendental power ( sakti ) in the mechanism of 
nature and natural causation, does not deny the existence of 
metaphysical conditions like merit ( dharmd), which constitutes 
a system of moral ends that fulfil themselves through the 
mechanical systems and order of nature. 

The causal relation then like the relation of genus to species, 
is a natural relation of concomitance, which can be ascertained 
only by the uniform and uninterrupted experience of agreement in 
presence and agreement in absence, and not by a deduction from 
a certain a priori principle like that of causality or identity of 
essence 3 . 

The material cause such as the clay is technically called the 
samavdyi-karana of the jug. Samavdya means as we have seen 
an intimate, inseparable relation of inherence. A karana is called 
samavdyi when its materials are found inseparably connected 
with the materials of the effect Asamavayi-karana is that which 
produces its characteristics in the effect through the medium of 
the samavayi or material cause, e.g. the clay is not the cause of 
the colour of the jug but the colour of the clay is the cause of the 
colour of the jug. The colour of the clay which exists in the clay 
in inseparable relation is the cause of the colour of the jug. This 
colour of the clay is thus called the asamavayi cause of the jug. 
Any quality ( guna ) or movement which existing in thesamavaya 
cause in the samavaya relation determines the characteristics of 
the effect is called the asamavayi-karana. The instrumental 

1 Dr P. C. Ray’s Hindu Chemistry , 1909, pp. 149-250. 

* See for this portion Dr B. N. Seal’s Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus, 
pp. 163-166. San?adarlanasam%raha on Buddhism. NydyamaAjari, Bhdsd-pariccheda, 
with Mukt&vnli and Dinakari , and Tarkasamgraha. The doctrine of Anyathasiddhi 
was systematically developed from the time of Gange^a. 
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nimitta and accessory ( sahakari ) causes are those which help the 
material cause to produce the effect. Thus the potter, the wheel 
and the stick may be regarded as the nimitta and the sahakari 
causes of the effect. 

We know that the Nyaya-Vateesika regards the effect as non¬ 
existent, before the operation of the cause in producing it, but it 
holds that the gunas in the cause are the causes of the gunas in 
the effect, e.g. the black colour of the clay is the cause of the 
black colour of the effect, except in cases where heat comes as an 
extraneous cause to generate other qualities; thus when a clay 
jug is burnt, on account of the heat we get red colour, though the 
colour of the original clay and the jug was black. Another im¬ 
portant exception is to be found in the case of the production of 
the parimanas of dvyanukas and trasarenus which are not pro¬ 
duced by the parimanas of an anu or a dyanuka, but by their 
number as we have already seen. 


Dissolution (Pralaya) and Creation (Srsti). 

The docrine of pralaya is accepted by ail the Hindu systems 
except the Mlmamsa 1 . According to the NySya-VaiSesika view 
ISvara wishing to give some respite or rest to all living beings 
desires to bring about dissolution {satnhareccho bhavati). Simul¬ 
taneously with it the adrsta force residing in all the souls and 
forming bodies, senses, and the gross elements, ceases to act 
( ’sakti-pratibandha ). As a result of this no further bodies, senses, 
or other products come into being. Then for the bringing about 
of the dissolution of all produced things (by the desire of ISvara) 
the separation of the atoms commences and thus all combinations 
as bodies or senses are disintegrated; so all earth is reduced to 
the disintegrated atomic state, then all ap, then all tejas and then 
all vayu. These disintegrated atoms and the souls associated 
with dharma, adharma and past impressions (samskdra) remain 
suspended in their own inanimate condition. For we know that 
souls in their natural condition are lifeless and knowledgeless, 
non-intelligent entities. It is only when these are connected 
with bodies that they possess knowledge through the activity of 
manas. In the state of pralaya owing to the adrsta of souls the 

1 The doctrine of pralaya and sr?ti is found only in later Nyaya-Vai 4 esika works, 
but the sutras of both the systems seem to be silent on the matter. 
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conglomerate. It is not an act of cruelty on the 



part of l£vara that he brings about dissolution, for he does it to 
give some rest to the sufferings of the living beings. 

At the time of creation, l£vara wishes to create and this desire 
of I £ vara works in all the souls as adrsta. This one eternal 
desire of I£vara under certain conditions of time (e.g. of pralaya) 
as accessory causes {sahakdri) helps the disintegration of atoms 
and at other times (e.g. that of creation) the constructive process 
of integration and unification of atoms for the world-creation. 
When it acts in a specific capacity in the diverse souls it is called 
adrsta. At the time of dissolution the creative function of this 
adrsta is suspended and at the time of creation it finds full play. 
At the time of creation action first begins in the vayu atoms by 
the kinetic function of this adrsta, by the contact of the souls 
with the atoms. By such action the air atoms come in contact 
with one another and the dvyanukas are formed and then in a 
similar way the tryanukas are formed, and thus vayu originates. 
After v5yu, the ap is formed by the conglomeration of water 
atoms, and then the tejas atoms conglomerate and then the earth 
atoms. When the four elements are thus conglomerated in the 
gross form, the god Brahma and all the worlds are created by 
I$vara and Brahma is directed by I^vara to do the rest of the 
work. Brahma thus arranges for the enjoyment and suffering of 
the fruits of diverse kinds of karma, good or bad. ISvara brings 
about this creation not for any selfish purpose but for the good 
of all beings. Even here sorrows have their place that they 
may lead men to turn from worldly attachment and try for 
the attainment of the highest good, mukti. Moreover I^vara 
arranges for the enjoyment of pleasures and the suffering of 
pains according to the merits and demerits of men, just as in 
our ordinary experience we find that a master awards prizes 
or punishments according to good or bad deeds 1 . Many Nyaya 
books do not speak of the appointment of a Brahma as de¬ 
puty for supervision of the due disposal of the fruits of karma 
according to merit or demerit. It is also held that pralaya and 
creation were brought about in accordance with the karma of 
men, or that it may be due to a mere play {Hid) of Bvara. 
I£vara is one, for if there were many ISvaras they might quarrel. 
The will of I£vara not only brings about dissolution and creation, 

1 See NyClyakandaii , pp. 48-54. 



Proof of the Existence of God 


also acts always among us in a general way, for without it 
our karmas could not ripen, and the consequent disposal of 
pleasures and sorrows to us and a corresponding change in the 
exterior world in the form of order or harmony could not happen. 
The exterior world is in perfect harmony with men's actions. 
Their merits and demerits and all its changes and modifications 


take place in accordance with merits and demerits. This desire 
(iccka) of l£vara may thus be compared with the icchd of ISvara 
as we find it in the Yoga system. 


Proof of the Existence of Isvara. 

Samkhya asserts that the teleology of the prakrti is suffi¬ 
cient to explain all order and arrangement of the cosmos. The 
MlmSmsakas, the Carvakas, the Buddhists and the Jains all 
deny the existence of Isvara (God). Nyaya believes that Isvara 
has fashioned this universe by his will out of the ever-existing 
atoms. For every effect (e.g. a jug) must have its cause. If 
this be so, then this world with all its order and arrangement 
must also be due to the agency of some cause, and this cause is 
I$vara. This world is not momentary as the Buddhists suppose, 
but is permanent as atoms, is also an effect so far as it is a 
collocation of atoms and is made up of parts like all other in¬ 
dividual objects (e.g. jug, etc.), which w r e call effects. The world 
being an effect like any other effect must have a cause like any 
other effect. The objection made against this view is that such 
effects as we ordinarily perceive may be said to have agents 
as their causes but this manifest world with mountains, rivers, 
oceans etc. is so utterly different in form from ordinary effects 
that we notice every day, that the law that every effect must have 
a cause cannot be said to hold good in the present case. The 
answer that Nyaya gives is that the concomitance between two 
things must be taken in its general aspect neglecting the specific 
peculiarities of each case of observed concomitance. Thus I had 
seen many cases of the concomitance of smoke with fire, and had 
thence formed the notion that “wherever there is smoke there is 
fire"; but if I had only observed small puffs of smoke and small 
fires, could I say that only small quantities of smoke could lead 
us to the inference of fire, and could I hold that therefore large 
volumes of smoke from the burning of a forest should not be 
sufficient reason for us to infer the existence of fire in the forest? 
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^Thus our conclusion should not be that only smaller effects 
are preceded by their causes, but that all effects are invariably 
and unconditionally preceded by causes. This world therefore 
being an effect must be preceded by a cause, and this cause is 
l£vara. This cause we cannot see, because I£vara has no visible 
body, not because he does not exist It is sometimes said that 
we see every day that shoots come out of seeds and they are 
not produced by any agent. To such an objection the Nyaya 
answer is that even they are created by God, for they are also 
effects. That we do not see any one to fashion them is not 
because there is no maker of them, but because the creator can¬ 
not be seen. If the objector could distinctly prove that there was 
no invisible maker shaping these shoots, then only could he point 
to it as a case of contradiction. But so long as this is not done 
it is still only a doubtful case of enquiry and it is therefore legiti¬ 
mate for us to infer that since all effects have a cause, the shoots 
as well as the manifest world being effects must have a cause. 
This cause is ISvara. He has infinite knowledge and is all merciful. 
At the beginning of creation He created the Vedas. He is like our 
father who is always engaged in doing us good 1 . 

The Nyaya- Vaise§ika Physics. 

The four kinds of atoms are earth, water, fire, and air atoms. 
These have mass, number, weight, fluidity (or hardness), vis¬ 
cosity (or its opposite), velocity, characteristic potential colour, 
taste, smell, or touch, not produced by the chemical operation of 
heat. AkaSa (space) is absolutely inert and structure-less being 
only as the substratum of sound, which is supposed to travel 
wave-like in the manifesting medium of air. Atomic coifibina- 
tion is only possible with the four elements. Atoms cannot 
exist in an uncombined condition in the creation stage; atmo¬ 
spheric air however consists of atoms in an uncombined state. 

Two atoms combine to form a binary molecule ( dvyapuka ). Two, 
three, four, or five dvyanukas form themselves into grosser mole¬ 
cules of tryanuka, caturanuka, etc.* Though this was the generally 
current view, there was also another view as has been pointed out 
by Dr B. N. Seal in his Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus, that 
the “atoms have also an inherent tendency to unite/’ and that 

1 See Jayanta’s Nydyamanjari , pp. 190-204, and Udayana’s Kusum&Ajali with 
PrakaJa and Tfvaranumdna of Raghunatha. 

2 Kodacit tribhir&rabhyale iti tryanukamityucyaU , kadatit caturbhir&rabhyate 
kadAcitpancabhiritiyathtstam katpand. NydyakandaSi, p. 31. 
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Molecular Changes 

do so in twos, threes, or fours, “either by the atoms falling into 
groups of threes, fours, etc. directly, or by the successive addition 
of one atom to each preceding aggregate 1 /’ Of course the atoms 
are regarded as possessed of an incessant vibratory motion. It 
must however be noted in this connection that behind this 
physical explana tion of the union of atoms there is the adrsta, the 
will of I^vara, which gives the direction of all such unions in har¬ 
mony with the principle of a “moral government of the universe/' 
so that only such things are produced as can be arranged for the 
due disposal of the effects of karma. “An elementary substance 
thus produced by primary atomic combination may however suffer 
qualitative changes under the influence of heat (ptikajotpattt ).” 
The impact of heat corpuscles decomposes a dvyanuka into the 
atoms and transforms the characters of the atoms determining 
them all in the same way. The heat particles continuing to im¬ 
pinge reunite the atoms so transformed to form binary or other 
molecules in different orders or arrangements, which account for 
the specific characters or qualities finally produced. The VaiSesika 
holds that there is first a disintegration into simple atoms, then 
change of atomic qualities, and then the final re-combination, 
under the influence of heat. This doctrine is called the doctrine 
of pilupaka (heating of atoms). Nyaya on the other hand thinks 
that no disintegration into atoms is necessary for change of quali¬ 
ties, but it is thle molecules which assume new characters under the 
influence of heat Heat thus according to Nyaya directly affects 
the characters of the molecules and changes their qualities with¬ 
out effecting a change in the atoms. Nyaya holds that the 
heat-corpuscles penetrate into the porous body of the object and 
thereby produce the change of colour. The object as a whole is 
not disintegrated into atoms and then reconstituted again, for 
such a procedure is never experienced by observation. This is 
called the doctrine of pitharapaka (heating of molecules). This 
is one of the few points of difference between the later Nyaya 
and Vateesika systems 2 . 

Chemical compounds of atoms may take place between the 


1 Utpala’s commentary on Brhaisamhit& 1. 7. 

9 See Dr B. N. Seal in P. C. Ray’s Hindu Chemistry , pp. 190-191, Ny&yamaHjari, 
p. 438, and Udyotakara’s Varttika. There is very little indication in the Nyaya and 
Vaiiefika sutras that they had any of those differences indicated here. Though there 
are slight indications of these matters in the VaUtfika sutras (VII. 1), the Nyaya 
sutras are almost silent upon the matter. A systematic development of the theory 
of creation and atomic combinations appear to have taken place after Vatsyayana. 
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s of the same bhuta or of many bhutas. According to tRe 
yaya view there are no differences in the atoms of the same 
bhuta, and all differences of quality and characteristics of the 
compound of the same bhuta are due only to diverse collocations 
of those atoms. Thus Udyotakara says (ill. i. 4) that there is no 
difference between the atom of a barley seed and paddy seed, 
since these are all but atoms of earth. Under the continued impact 
of heat particles the atoms take new characters. It is heat and 
heat alone that can cause the transformations of colours, tastes 
etc. in the original bhuta atoms. The change of these physical 
characters depends on the colours etc. of the constituent substances 
in contact, on the intensity or degree of heat and also on the 
species of tejas corpuscles that impinge on the atoms. Heat breaks 
bodies in contact into atoms, transforms their qualities, and forms 
separate bodies with them. 

Pra^astapada (the commentator of VaiSesika) holds that in 
the higher compounds of the same bhuta the transformation takes 
place (under internal heat) in the constituent atoms of the com¬ 
pound molecules, atoms specially determined as the compound 
and not in the original atoms of the bhuta entering into the com¬ 
position of the compound. Thus when milk is turned into curd, 
the transformation as curd takes place in the atoms determined 
as milk in the milk molecule, and it is not necessary that the 
milk molecule should be disintegrated into the atoms of the 
original bhuta of which the milk is a modification. The change 
as curd thus takes place in the milk atom, and the milk molecule 
has not to be disintegrated into ksiti or ap atoms. So again in 
the fertilized ovum, the germ and the ovum substances, which in 
the VaiSesika view are both isomeric modes of earth (with accom¬ 
paniments of other bhutas) are broken up into homogeneous earth 
atoms, and it is these that chemically combine under the animal 
heat and biomotor force vayu to form the germ ( kalala ). But 
when the germ plasm develops, deriving its nutrition from the 
blood of the mother, the animal heat breaks up the molecules of 
the germ plasm into its constituent atoms, i.e. atoms specifically 
determined which by their grouping formed the germ plasm. 
These germ-plasm atoms chemically combine with the atoms of 
the food constituents and thus produce cells and tissues 1 . This 
atomic contact is called arambhaka-samyoga . 

1 Sec Dr B. N. Seal’s Positive Sciences , pp. 104-108, and Nyayakattdali\ pp. 33-34, 
* ‘ Sarirdrambhe paramdnava cva karanam na Sukra - ion itasannipdtah kriydvibhdgi- 



Molecular Changes and Heat 

the case of poly-bhautik or bi-bhautik compounds there is 
another kind of contact called upastambha. Thus in the case of 
such compounds as oils, fats, and fruit juices, the earth atoms 
cannot combine with one another unless they are surrounded by 
the water atoms which congregate round the former, and by the 
infra-atomic forces thus set up the earth atoms take peculiar 
qualities under the impact of heat corpuscles. Other compounds 
are also possible where the ap, tejas, or the vayu atoms form the 
inner radicle and earth atoms dynamically surrourfd them (e.g. 
gold, which is the tejas atom with the earth atoms as the sur¬ 
rounding upastambhaka). Solutions (of earth substances in ap) 
are regarded as physical mixtures. 

Udayana points out that the solar heat is the source of all the 
stores of heat required for chemical change. But there are 
differences in the modes of the action of heat; and the kind of 
contact with heat-corpuscles, or the kind of heat with chemical 
action which transforms colours, is supposed to differ from what 
transforms flavour or taste. 

Heat and light rays are supposed to consist of indefinitely 
small particles which dart forth or radiate in all directions recti- 
lineally with inconceivable velocity. Heat may penetrate through 
the interatomic space as in the case of the conduction of heat, as 
when water boils in a pot put on the fire; in cases of transparency 
light rays penetrate through the inter-atomic spaces with pari - 
spanda of the nature of deflection or refraction (tiry ag-ga maria). 
In other cases heat rays may impinge on the atoms and rebound 
back—which explains reflection. Lastly heat may strike the 
atoms in a peculiar way, so as to break up their grouping, transform 
the physico-chemical characters of the atoms, and again recom¬ 
bine them, all by means of continual impact with inconceivable 
velocity, an operation which explains all cases of chemical 
combination 1 . Govardhana a later Nyaya writer says that paka 
means the combination of different kinds of heat. The heat that 


diny&yena layorvindfe satiutpannap&kajaih paramdnubhir&rambhdt,na ca iukraJonita- 
param&nundm kalcidviiesah pdrthivatvdvifesdt... .Pituk Sukram m&tuh ionitam tayos 
sannipat&nantaram jathar&nalasambandh&t Cukra-fonildrambkakefti param&nusu 
p&rvarup&divinale sam&iuxgun&ntarotpattau dvyanukadikramena kalalaSarxrotpattih 
tatr&ntahkaranapraveio..,tatra maturahararaso matrayd samkrdmaU , adrftavafdtlatra 
punarjathar&nalasambandh&t kalal&rambhakaparam&nufu kriy&vibh&g&diny&yena 
kalalafarire nastc samutpannapakajaik kalal&rambhakaparam&nubhtradrftaval&d 
upajMakriyair&h&raparam&nubhih saha sambhuya farir 3 ntaramdrabhyaU.” 

1 See Dr Seal’s Positive Sciences of the Hindus . 
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ges the colour of a fruit is different from that which generates 
or changes the taste. Even when the colour and taste remain the 
same a particular kind of heat may change the smell. When 
grass eaten by cows is broken up into atoms special kinds of 
heat-light rays change its old taste, colour, touch and smell into 
such forms as those that belong to milk 1 . 

In the Nyaya-VaiSesika system all action of matter on matter 
is thus resolved into motion. Conscious activity ( prayatna ) is 
distinguished from all forms of motion as against the Samkhya 
doctrine which considered everything other than purusa (in¬ 
telligence) to arise in the course of cosmic evolution and therefore 
to be subject to vibratory motion. 


The Origin of Knowledge (Pramana). 

The manner in which knowledge originates is one of the 
most favourite topics of discussion in Indian philosophy. We 
have already seen that Sarnkhya-Yoga explained it by supposing 
that the buddhi (place of consciousness) assumed the form of the 
object of perception, and that the buddhi so transformed was 
then intelligized by the reflection of the pure intelligence or purusa. 
The Jains regarded the origin of any knowledge as being due to 
a withdrawal of a veil of karma which was covering the all¬ 
intelligence of the self. 

Nyaya-Vafeesika regarded all effects as being due to the. as¬ 
semblage of certain collocations which unconditionally, invariably, 
and immediately preceded these effects. That col location ( s&magrt ) 
which produced knowlege involved certain non-intelligent as well 
as intelligent elements and through their conjoint action un¬ 
contradicted and determinate knowledge was produced, and this 
collocation is thus called pramana or the determining cause of the 
origin of knowledge 8 . None of the separate elements composing 

1 Govardh ana’s Nydyabodkini on Tarkasamgraha> pp. 9, 10. 

2 4 4 Avyabhicirinimasanciigdhdrthopalabdhim vidadkatibodhabodhasvabhdvd s&ma- 
gri prurn&nam” Nydyamaftjarty p. I'l. Udyotakara however defined “pramana” 
as upalabdhihetu (cause of knowledge). This view does not go against Jayanta’s view 
which I have followed, but it emphasizes the side of vyapara or movement of the 
senses, etc. by virtue of which the objects come in contact with them and knowledge 
is produced. Thus V&caspati says: ‘* siddhamitidriyadi, asiddhanca infsanttikarsddi 
vydp&rayannutp&dayan karana tva caritdrthah karnam tvindriyadi tatsannikarsadi vd 
rtdnyaira caritarthamiti s&ks&dupalabdhdveva phale vydpriyatcTatparyatika, p. 15. 
Thus it is the action of the senses as pramana which is the direct cause of the pro¬ 
duction of knowledge, but as this production could not have taken place without the 
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_uusal collocation can be called the primary cause; it is only 
their joint collocation that can be said to determine the effect, for 
sometimes the absence of a single element composing the causal 
collocation is sufficient to stop the production of the effect Of 
course the collocation or combination is not an entity separated 
from the collocated or combined things. But in any case it is the 
preceding collocations that combine to produce the effect jointly. 
These involve not only intellectual elements (e.g. indeterminate 


cognition as qualification (vi^esana) in determinate perceptions, 
the knowledge of linga in inference, the seeing of similar things in 
upamana, the hearing of sound in £abda) but also the assemblage 
of such physical things (e.g. proximity of the object of perception, 
capacity of the sense, light, etc.), which are all indispensable for 
the origin of knowledge. The cognitive and physical elements 
all co-operate in the same plane, combine together and produce 
further determinate knowledge. It is this capacity of the colloca¬ 
tions that is called pramana. 

Nyaya argues that in the Samkhya view knowledge origi¬ 
nates by the transcendent influence of purusa on a particular 
state of buddhi; this is quite unintelligible, for knowledge does 
not belong to buddhi as it is non-intelligent, though it contains 
within it the content and the form of the concept or the percept 
(knowledge). The purusa to whom the knowledge belongs, how¬ 
ever, neither knows, nor feels, neither conceives nor perceives, as 
it always remains in its own transcendental purity. If the trans¬ 
cendental contact of the purusa with buddhi is but a mere sem¬ 
blance or appearance or illusion, then the Samkhya has to admit 
that there is no real knowledge according to them. All knowledge 
is false. And since all knowledge is false, the Samkhyists have 
precious little wherewith to explain the origin of right knowledge. 

There are again some Buddhists who advocate the doctrine 
{hat simultane6usly with the generation of an object there is the 
knowledge corresponding to it, and that corresponding to the 
rise of any knowledge there is the rise of the object of it Neither 
is the knowledge generated by the object nor the object by the 
knowledge; but there is a sort of simultaneous parallelism. It is 
evident that this view does not explain why knowledge should 


subject and the object, they also are to be regarded os causes in some sense. 4 4 Pram&tr - 
prameyayoh pramaiu caritcl *th atrxi macaritartha tv a m pramdnasya tasm it tadeva pha- 
lahttuh. Pram&trpranuye tu phaloddfJetia pravrtU iti taddhttu kathancit." Ibid.p. i6. 
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press or manifest its object. If knowledge and the object are 
both but corresponding points in a parallel series, whence comes 
this correspondence? Why should knowledge illuminate the 
object. The doctrine of the Vijflana vadins, that it is knowledge 
alone that shows itself both as knowledge and as its object, is also 
irrational, for how can knowledge divide itself as subject and ob¬ 
ject in such a manner that knowledge as object should require 
the knowledge as subject to illuminate it ? If this be the case we 
might again expect that knowledge as knowledge should also 
require another knowledge to manifest it and this another, and so 
on ad infinitum. Again if pramSna be defined as prapana (capacity 
of being realized) then also it would not hold, for all things being 
momentary according to the Buddhists, the thing known cannot 
be realized, so there would be nothing which could be called 
pramana. These views moreover do not explain the origin of 
knowledge. Knowledge is thus to be regarded as an effect like 
any other effect, and its origin or production occurs in the same 
way as any other effect, namely by the joint collocation of causes 
intellectual and physical 1 . There is no transcendent element 
involved in the production of knowledge, but it is a production 
on the same plane as that in which many physical phenomena 
are produced 8 . 

The four Pramanas of Nyaya. 

We know that the Carvakas admitted perception {pratyaksa ) 
alone as the valid source of knowledge. The Buddhists and the 
VaiSesika admitted two sources, pratyaksa and inference ( anu - 
mandy. Samkhya added sabda (testimony) as the third source; 


1 See Nydyatnaiijari, pp. 12-26. 

* Discussing the question of the validity of knowledge Gaftge^a, a later naiyayika 
of great fame, says that it is derived as a result of our inference from the correspondence 
of the perception of a thing with the activity which prompted us to realize it. That 
which leads us to successful activity is valid and the opposite invalid. When I am sure 
that if I work in accordance with the perception of an object I shall be successful, I 
call it valid knowledge. Tattvacinidmani , K. Tarkavagl£a’s edition, PrdmdnyavdJa. 

s The VaiSesika sutras tacitly admit the Vedas as a pramana- The view that 
Vai£e$ika only admitted two pramanas, perception and inference, is traditionally ac¬ 
cepted, “ pratyak§arrukamc&rvdkdh kanddasugatau punah anumdnanca taccdpi , etc.’* 
Praiastapada divides all cognition {buddhi) as vtdyd (right knowledge) and avidya 
(ignorance). Under avidyd he counts samiaya (doubt or uncertainty), viparyaya 
(illusion or error), anatihyavasdya (want of definite knowledge, thus when a man who 
had never seen a mango, sees it for the first time, he wonders what it may be) and svapna 
(dream). Right knowledge {vtdyd) is of four kinds, perception, inference, memory and 
the supernatural knowledge of the sages (grsa). Interpreting the Vaiiefika sutras 1. i. 3, 
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adds a fourth, upam&na (analogy). The principle on which 
the four-fold division of pramanas depends is that the causal 
collocation which generates the knowledge as well as the nature 
or characteristic kind of knowledge in each of the four cases is 
different. The same thing which appears to us as the object of 
our perception, may become the object of inference or 6abda 
(testimony), but the manner or mode of manifestation of know¬ 
ledge being different in each case, and the manner or conditions 
producing knowledge being different in each case, it is to be 
admitted that inference and Sabda are different pramanas, though 
they point to the same object indicated by the perception. Nyaya 
thus objects to the incorporation of Sabda (testimony) or upamana 
within inference, on the ground that since the mode of produc¬ 
tion of knowledge is different, these are to be held as different 
pramanas 1 . 


Perception (Pratyak^a). 

The naiyayikas admitted only the five cognitive senses which 
they believed to be composed of one or other of the five elements. 
These senses could each come in contact with the special charac¬ 
teristic of that element of which they were composed. Thus the 
ear could perceive sound, because sound was the attribute of 
akaia, of which the auditory sense, the ear, was made up. The 
eye could send forth rays to receive the colour, etc., of things. 
Thus the cognitive senses can only manifest their specific objects 
by going over to them and thereby coming in contact with them. 
The conative senses (ydk i pdnt i pdda i p&yu i and upastka )recognized 
in Samkhya as separate senses are not recognized here as such 
for the functions of these so-called senses are discharged by the 
general motor functions of the body. 

Perception is defined as that right knowledge generated by the 
contact of the senses with the object, devoid of doubt and error 
not associated with any other simultaneous sound cognition (such 

vi. i. i, and vi. i. 3, to mean that the validity of the Vedas depends upon the trust¬ 
worthy character of their author, he cfoes not consider scriptures as valid in themselves. 
Their validity is only derived by inference from the trustworthy character of their author. 
Arthapatti (implication) and anupalabdhi (non-perception) are also classed as inference 
and upamdna (analogy) and aitihya (tradition) are regarded as being the same as faith 
in trustworthy persons and hence cases of inference. 

1 S&magribheddt phalabkedacca pratnanabhedah 

Anye eva hi samagripkale pratyaksalihgayoh 

Anye eva ca samagripkale ia bdopa m d nay oh . Nyaya inanjari , p. 33. 



That right knowledge which is generated directly by the contact 
of the senses with the object is said to be the product of the 
perceptual process. Perception may be divided as indeterminate 
(nirvikalpa) and (savikalpa) determinate. Indeterminate percep¬ 
tion is that in which the thing is taken at the very first moment of 
perception in which it appears without any association with name. 
Determinate perception takes place after the indeterminate stage 
is just passed; it reveals things as being endowed with all charac¬ 
teristics and qualities and names just as we find in all our concrete 
experience. Indeterminate perception reveals the things with their 4 
characteristics and universals, but at this stage there being no 
association of name it is more or less indistinct. When once the 
names are connected with the percept it forms the determinate 
perception of a thing called savikalpa-pratyaksa. If at the time 
of having the perception of a thing of which the name is not known 
to me anybody utters its naifte then the hearing of that should 
be regarded as a separate auditory name perception. Only that 
product is said to constitute nirvikalpa perception which results 
from the perceiving process of the contact of the senses with 
the object Of this nirvikalpa (indeterminate) perception it is 
held by the later naiyayikas that we are not conscious of it 
directly, but yet it has to be admitted as a necessary first 
stage without which the determinate consciousness could not 
arise. The indeterminate perception is regarded as the first stage 
in the process of perception. At the second stage it joins the 
other conditions of perception in producing the determinate per¬ 
ception. The contact of the sense with the object is regarded 
as being of six kinds: (1) contact with the dravya (thing) called 
samyoga, (2) contact with the gunas (qualities) through the thing 
( samyukta-samavdya ) in which they inhere in samavaya (insepar¬ 
able) relation, (3) contact with the gunas (such as colour etc.) in 
the generic character as universals of those qualities,e.g. colourness 
(rupatva), which inhere in the gunas in the samavaya relation. 


1 Garige&t, a later naiyayika of great reputation, describes perception as immediate 
awareness (pratyaksasya sdksdtkdritvam laktanam). 



Sense-contact and Perception 


'species of contact is called samyukta-samaveta-samavaya 
iox the eye is in contact with the thing, in the thing the colour 
is in samavaya relation, and in the specific colour there is the 
colour universal or the generic character of colour in samavaya 
relation. (4) There is another kind of contact called samavaya 
by which sounds are said to be perceived by the ear. The auditory 
sense is aka6a and the sound exists in akasa in the samavaya 
relation, and thus the auditory sense can perceive sound in a pe¬ 
culiar kind of contact called samaveta-samavaya. (5) Tlje generic 
character of sound as the universal of sound (sabdatva) is perceived 
by the kind of contact known as samaveta-samavaya. (6) There is 
another kind of contact by which negation ( abhdva ) is perceived, 
namely samyukta vi£esana (as qualifying contact). This is so 
called because the eye perceives only the empty space which is 
qualified by the absence of an object and through it the negation. 
Thus I see that there is no jug here on the ground. My eye in 
this case is in touch with the ground and the absence of the jug 
is only a kind of quality 6f the ground which is perceived along 
with the perception of the empty ground. It will thus be seen 
that Nyaya admits not only the substances and qualities but all 
kinds of relations as real and existing and as being directly 
apprehended by perception (so far as they are directly presented). 

The most important thing about the Nyaya-Vai£esika theory 
of perception is tills that the whole process beginning from the 
contact of the sense with the object to the distinct and clear per¬ 
ception of the thing, sometimes involving the appreciation of its 
usefulness or harmfulness, is regarded as the process of percep¬ 
tion and its result perception. The self, the mind, the senses and 
the objects are the main factors by the particular kinds of contact 
between which perceptual knowledge is produced. All know¬ 
ledge is indeed arthaprakasa^ revelation of objects, and it is called 
perception when the sense factors are the instruments of its 
production and the knowledge produced is of the objects with 
which the senses are in contact. The contact of the senses with 
the objects is not in any sense metaphorical but actual. Not 
only in the case of touch and taste are the senses in contact with 
the objects, but in the cases of sight, hearing and smell as well. 
The senses according to Nyaya-Vaisesika are material and wehave 
seen that the system does not admit of any other kind of trans¬ 
cendental ( atindriya ) power (sakti) than that of actual vibratory 
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/ement which is within the purview of sense-cognition -1 . 
Fhe production of knowledge is thus no transcendental occur¬ 
rence, but is one which is similar to the effects produced by 
the conglomeration and movements of physical causes. When 
I perceive an orange, my visual or the tactual sense is in touch 
not only with its specific colour, or hardness, but also with the 
universals associated with them in a relation of inherence and also 
with the object itself of which the colour etc. are predicated. The 
result of this sense-contact at the first stage is called dloccma- 
jhdna (sense-cognition) and as a result of that there is roused the 
memory of its previous taste and a sense of pleasurable character 
( sukhasfadhanatvasmrti ) and as a result of that I perceive the 
orange before me to have a certain pleasure-giving character 3 . 
It is urged that this appreciation of the orange as a pleasurable 
object should also be regarded as a direct result of perception 
through the action of the memory operating as a concomitant 
cause (sahakari). I perceive the orange with the eye and under¬ 
stand the pleasure it will give, by the mind, and thereupon 
understand by the mind that it is a pleasurable object. So though 
this perception results immediately by the operation of the mind, 
yet since it could only happen in association with sense-contact, 
it must be considered as a subsidiary effect of sense-contact and 
hence regarded as visual perception. Whatever may be the succes¬ 
sive intermediary processes, if the knowledge is a result of sense- 
contact and if it appertains to the object with which the sense is 
in contact, we should regard it as a result of the perceptual pro¬ 
cess. Sense-contact with the object is thus the primary and indis¬ 
pensable condition of all perceptions and not only can the senses 
be in contact with the objects, their qualities, and the universals 
associated with them but also with negation. A perception is 
erroneous when it presents an object in a character which it does 
not possess ( atasmimstaditi ) and right knowledge ( prama ) is that 
which presents an object with a character which it really has 


1 Na khaIvatindriya faktirasmabhirupagamyate 

yaya saha na kciryyasya sambandhajilanasambhavah . 

Nydyamanjart , p. 69. 

* Sukhadi manasd buddhvd kapitthadi ca cak$usa 

tasya karanatd tatra manasaivavagamyate ... 

, . .Sawbandhagrahanakdk yattatkapitthadivisayamaksajam 
jftanam tadupadeyddijilanaphalamiti bha^yakrtaScetasi sthitam 
svkhasAdhanatvajfianamufdldeyajMnam . 

Nyayamanjart, pp. 69-70: see also pp. 66-71. 



g[ij l Nature of Illusion 3 * 

tatprakarakdnubkava )*. In all cases of perceptual illu¬ 
sion the sense is in real contact with the right object, but it is 
only on account of the presence of certain other conditions that 
it is associated with wrong characteristics or misapprehended as 
a different object. Thus when the sun’s rays are perceived in a 
desert and misapprehended as a stream, at the first indeterminate 
stage the visual sense is in real contact with the rays and thus 


far there is no illusion so far as the contact with a real object is 
concerned, but at the second determinate stage it is owing to the 
similarity of certain of its characteristics with those of a stream 
that it is misapprehended as a stream 2 . Jayanta observes that on 
account of the presence of the defect of the organs or the rousing 
of the memory of similar objects, the object with which the sense 
is in contact hides its own characteristics and appears with the 
characteristics of other objects and this is what is meant by 
illusion 8 . In the case of mental delusions however there is no 
sense-contact with any object and the rousing of irrelevant 
memories is sufficient to produce illusory notions 4 . This doctrine 
of illusion is known as viparitakhyati or anyathakhyati . What 
existed in the mind appeared as the object before us ( hrdaye 
parispkurato*rthasya bahiravabhdsanam) 5 . Later Vai£esika as 
interpreted by Pra£astap£da and £rldhara is in full agreement 
with Nyaya in this doctrine of illusion ( bhratna or as Vai&esika 
calls it viparyaya) that the object of illusion is always the right 
thing with which the sense is in contact and that the illusion 
consists in the imposition of wrong characteristics 45 . 

I have-pointed out above that Nyaya divided perception into 
two classes as nirvikalpa (indeterminate) and savikalpa (deter¬ 
minate) according as it is an earlier or a later stage. Vacaspati 
says, that at the first stage perception reveals an object as a 
particular; the perception of an orange at this avikalpika or nir- 
vikalpika stage gives us indeed all its colour, form, and also the 
universal of orangeness associated with it, but it does not reveal 


1 See Udyotakara’s Nyayavarttika, p. 37, and Ganges’s Tattvacint&mani , p. 401, 
Bibliotheca Indica. 

a ‘* Indriycnalocya maricin uccavacatnuccalato nirvikcUpcna grhitvd paicattatro- 
pagkaiadosat viparyyett, savikalpakd sya pratyayo b hr in to j&yate tasmddvijHdnasya 
wabhic&ro ndrthasya, Vacaspati’s T&tparyatik&y p. 87. 

* JNydyamaAjari , p. 88. 4 Ibid. pp. 89 and 184. 8 Ibid. p. 184. 

* Nyiyakandatt % pp. 177-181, ‘‘ Suktisamyuktcnendriyena do$a$<thakdrin& ra/ata- 
samsk&rasacivena s&drfyamanuntndhat& iuktikaroisayo rajat&dkyavasdyah krtah. n 
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y$Ax\ a subject-predicate relation as when I say “this is an orange.” 
The avikalpika stage thus reveals the universal associated with 
the particular, but as there is no association of name at this stage, 
the universal and the particular are taken in one sweep and not 
as terms of relation as subject and predicate or substance and 
attribute {jatyadisvarupavagahi na tu jatyadinam mitho visesana- 
visesyabhavavagafutiyZtvaty. He thinks that such a stage, when 
the object is only seen but not associated with name or a subject- 
predicate relation, can be distinguished in perception not only in 
the case of infants or dumb persons that do not know the names 
of things, but also in the case of ail ordinary persons* for the 
association of the names and relations could be distinguished 
as occurring at a succeeding stage 2 . Sridiiara, in explaining the 
Vateesika view, seems to be largely in agreement with the above 
view of Vacaspati. Thus Isrldhara says that in the nirvikalpa stage 
not only the universals were perceived but the differences as well. 
But as at this stage there is no memory of other things, there is no 
manifest differentiation and unification such as can only result 
by comparison. But the differences and the universals as they 
are in the thing are perceived, only they are not consciously 
ordered as “different from this” or “similar to this,” which can 
only take place at the savikalpa stage 8 . Vacaspati did not 
bring in the question of comparison with others, but had only 
spoken of the determinate notion of the thing in definite subject- 
predicate relation in association with names. The later Nyaya 
writers however, following GangeSa, hold an altogether dif¬ 
ferent opinion on the subject. With them nirvikalpa knowledge 
means the knowledge of mere predication without any associa¬ 
tion with the subject or the thing to which the predicate refers. 
But such a knowledge is never testified by experience. The nir¬ 
vikalpa stage is thus a logical stage in the development of per¬ 
ceptual cognition and not a psychological stage. They would 


1 T&tparyatikH, p. 8a, also ibid. p. 91, 1 ‘ prat hamamfiiocito'rthah sdm&nyavt’fcsa - 
van.*' 

3 /bid, p. 84, “ tasm&dvyutpannasydpi n&madheyasmaranaya purvame§itavyo vi- 
naiva ndmadheyamarthapratyayah .” 

8 Ny&yakatidali, p. 189 ff., “ atah savikalpakamicckata nirvekalpakamapyefitavyam , 
tacca na sdm&nyamdtram grhn&ti bhedasydpi pratibhasan&t ndpi svalaksanamairam 
sdmdnyakdrasydpi samvedan&t vyaktyaniaradarfanc praiisandh&n&cca , kititu sdmdtt- 
yam vi/efaftcobhayamapi grhn&ti yadi paramidam s&tn&nyamayatn vife$ak ityrvam 
vivicya na pratyeti vastvaittar&nusandh&navirahilt, pind&ntarAnuvrttigrahanaddhi 
sdm&nyam vivicyate , vy&vrltigrahanddviicsoya m it i vivekah” 



Indeterminate Perception 

ike to dispense with it for they think that it is impossible 
to have the knowledge of a thing as qualified by a predicate or a 
quality, without previously knowing the quality or the predicate 
(visistavaisistyajhanam prati hi visesanatavacchedakaprakdram 
jhdnam kdranam) x . So, before any determinate knowledge such 
as “I see a cow/' “this is a cow" or “a cow” can arise it must 
be preceded by an indeterminate stage presenting only the 
indeterminate, unrelated, predicative quality as nirvikalpa, un¬ 
connected with universality or any other relations ( jdtyadiyo - 
jandrakitam vaisisjydnavagahi nisprakarakam nirvikalpakatri ) % . 
But tlys stage is never psychologically experienced ( atindriya ) 
and it is only a logical necessity arising out of their synthetic 
conception of a proposition as being the relationing of a pre¬ 
dicate with a subject. Thus Vi^vanStha says in his Siddhanta- 
muktavali, “the cognition which does not involve relationing 
cannot be perceptual for the perception is of the form T know 
the jug 1 ; here the knowledge is related to the self, the knower, 
the jug again is related to knowledge and the definite content of 
jugness is related to the jug. It is this content which forms the 
predicative quality ( yisesanatavacchedaka ) of the predicate ‘jug’ 
which is related to knowledge. We cannot therefore have the 
knowledge of the jug without having the knowledge of the pre¬ 
dicative quality, the content 8 .” But in order that the knowledge 
of the jug could be rendered possible, there must be a stage at 
which the universal or the pure predication should be known 
and this is the nirvikalpa stage, the admission of which though 
not testified by experience is after all logically indispensably 
necessary. In the proposition “It is a cow,” the cow is an 
universal, and this must be intuited directly before it could be 
related to the particular with which it is associated. 

But both the old and the new schools of Nyaya and Vai- 
Sesika admitted the validity of the savikalpa perception which 
the Buddhists denied. Things are not of the nature of momentary 
particulars, but they are endowed with class-characters or uni¬ 
versal and thus our knowledge of universals as revealed by the 
perception of objects is not erroneous and is directly produced 
by objects. The Buddhists hold that the error of savikalpa per¬ 
ception consists in the attribution of jati (universal),guna (quality), 


1 Tattvacint&manii p. 81-2. * Ibid. 

Siddh&ntamukt'avail on Bh&f&pariccheda karik& % 58. 


3 Ibid. p. 809. 
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(action), nama (name), and dravya (substance) to things 1 . 
The universal and that of which the universal is predicated are 
not different but are the same identical entity. Thus the predi¬ 
cation of an universal in the savikalpa perception involves the 
false creation of a difference where there was none. So also the 
quality is not different from the substance and to speak of a 
thing as qualified is thus an error similar to the former. The 
same remark applies to action, for motion is not something dif¬ 
ferent from that which moves. But name is completely different 
from the thing and yet the name and the thing are identified, 
and again the percept “man with a stick” is regarded as if it 
was a single thing or substance, though “man” and “stick” are 
altogether different and there is no unity between them. Now 
as regards the first three objections it is a question of the dif¬ 
ference of the Nyaya ontological position with that of the Bud¬ 
dhists, for we know that Nyaya and Vai6esika believe jati, guna 
and kriya to be different from substance and therefore the pre¬ 
dicating of them of substance as different categories related to it 
at the determinate stage of perception cannot be regarded as 
erroneous. As to the fourth objection Vacaspati replies that the 
memory of the name of the thing roused by its sight cannot make 
the perception erroneous. The fact that memory operates cannot 
in any way vitiate perception. The fact that name is not asso¬ 
ciated until the second stage through the joint action of memory 
is easily explained, for the operation of memory was necessary in 
order to bring about the association. But so long as it is borne in 
mind that the name is not identical with the thing but is only asso¬ 
ciated with it as being the same as was previously acquired, there 
cannot be any objection to the association of the name. But the 
Buddhists further object that there is no reason why one should 
identify a thing seen at the present moment as being that which 
was seen before, for this identity is never the object of visual 
perception. To this Vacaspati says that through the help of 
memory or past impressions ( samskdra ) this can be considered 
as being directly the object of perception, for whatever may be 
the concomitant causes when the main cause of sense-contact is 


1 Nydyamaiijari , pp. 93-100, “ Pahca caite kalpand lhavanti jattkalpatid, gtinalal- 
pan&y kriydkalpana, ndmakaipand dravyakalpand ceti , idfca kvacidabhede pi bhedakal- 
panat kvacicca bhedepyabhedakalpandt kalpand ucyantc." See Dharmakirtti’s theory of 
Perception, pp. 151-4. See also pp. 409-410 of this book. 
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this perception of identity should be regarded as an 
effect of it. But the Buddhists still emphasize the point that an 
object of past experience refers to a past time and place and 
is not experienced now and cannot therefore be identified with 
an object which is experienced at the present moment. It 
has to be admitted that Vacaspati’s answer is not very satis¬ 
factory for it leads ultimately to the testimony of direct percep¬ 
tion which was challenged by the Buddhists 1 . It is easy to see 
that early Nyaya-Vai£esika could not dismiss the savikalpa per¬ 
ception as invalid for it was the same as the nirvikalpa and 
differed from it only in this, that a name was associated with 
the thing of perception at this stage. As it admits a gradual 
development of perception as the progressive effects of causal 
operations continued through the contacts of the mind with the 
self and the object under the influence of various intellectual 
(e.g. memory) and physical (e.g. light rays) concomitant causes, 
it does not, like Vedanta, require that right perception should only 
give knowledge which was not previously acquired. The varia¬ 
tion as well as production of knowledge in the soul depends upon 
the variety of causal collocations. 

Mind according to Nyaya is regarded as a separate sense 
and can come in contact with pleasure, pain, desire, antipathy 
and will. The later Nyaya writers speak of three other kinds 
of contact of a transcendental nature called samanyalaksana , 
jhdnalaksana and yogaja (miraculous). The contact samanyalak¬ 
sana is that by virtue of which by coming in contact with a 
particular we are transcendentally (*alaukika ) in contact with all 
the particulars (in a general way) of which the correspond¬ 
ing universal may be predicated. Thus when I see smoke and 
through it my sense is in contact with the universal associated 
with smoke my visual sense is in transcendental contact with all 
smoke in general. Jflanalaksana contact is that by virtue of which 
we can associate the perceptions of other senses when perceiving 
by any one sense. Thus when we are looking at a piece of 
sandal wood our visual sense is in touch with its colour only, 
but still we perceive it to be fragrant without any direct contact 
of the object with the organ of smell. T. he sort of transcendental 
contact (alaukika sannikarsa) by virtue of which this is rendered 




1 Tiltparyatikd, pp. 88-95. 
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is called jfianalaksana. But the knowledge acquired by 
these two contacts is not counted as perception'. 

Pleasures and pains (sukha and duhkha ) are held by NySya 
to be different from knowledge (jfiana). For knowledge interprets, 
conceives or illumines things, but sukha etc. are never found to 
appear as behaving in that character. On the other hand we feel 
that we grasp them after having some knowledge. They cannot 
be self-revealing, for even knowledge is not so; if it were so, then 
that experience which generates sukha in one should have gene¬ 
rated the same kind of feeling in others, or in other words it should 
have manifested its nature as sukha to all; and this does not 
happen, for the same thing which generates sukha in one might 
not do so in others. Moreover even admitting for argument’s 
sake that it is knowledge itself that appears as pleasure and pain, 
it is evident that there must be some differences between the 
pleasurable and painful experiences that make them so different, 
and this difference is due to the fact that knowledge in one case 
was associated with sukha and in another case with duhkha. 
This shows that sukha and duhkha are not themselves knowledge. 
Such is the course of things that sukha and duhkha are generated 
by the collocation of certain conditions,and are manifested through 
or in association with other objects either in direct perception or 
in memory. They are thus the qualities which are generated in 
the self as a result of causal operation. It should however be 
remembered that merit and demerit act as concomitant causes 
in their production. 

The yogins are believed to have the pratyaksa of the most 
distant things beyond our senses; they can acquire this power 
by gradually increasing their powers of concentration and per¬ 
ceive the subtlest and most distant objects directly by their 
mind. Even we ourselves may at some time have the notions 
of future events which come to be true, e.g. sometimes I may 
have the intuition that "To-morrow my brother will come,” 
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1 SiddhAntamukt&vali on KlrihS 6} and 64- We must remember that GangeSa 
discarded the definition of perception as given in the Nytya sulra which we havedis- 
cussed above, and held that perception should be defined as that cognition which has. 
the special class-character of direct apprehenaion. He thinks that the old definition 
of perception as the cognition generated by sense-contact involves a vicious circle 
{TattvacirMmani, pp. 538*546)- Sense-contact is still regarded by him as the cause of 
perception, but it should not be included in the definition. He agrees to the six kinds 
of contact described first by Udyotakara as mentioned above. 
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may happen to be true. This is called pratibhana- 
jfiana, which is also to be regarded as a pratyaksa directly 
by the mind. This is of course different from the other form 
6 f perception called manasa-pratyaksa, by which memories of 
past perceptions by other senses are associated with a percept 
visualized at the present moment; thus we see a rose and per¬ 
ceive that it is fragrant; the fragrance is not perceived by the 
eye, but the manas perceives it directly and associates the visual 
percept with it. According to Vedanta this acquired perception 
is only a case of inference. The pratibha-pratyaksa however is 
that which is with reference to the happening of a future event. 
When a cognition is produced, it is produced only as an objective 
cognition, e.g. This is a pot, but after this it is again related to 
the self by the mind as “I know this pot” This is effected by 
the mind again coming in contact for reperception of the cogni¬ 
tion which had already been generated in the soul. This second 
reperception is called anuvyavasaya, and all practical work can 
proceed as a result of this anuvyavasaya 1 . 




and this 


Inference. 

Inference ( anumdna ) is the second means of proof (pramSna) 
and the most valuable contribution that Nyaya has made has 
been on this subject. It consists in making an assertion about a 
thing on the strength of the mark or linga which is associated 
with it, as when finding smoke rising from a hill we remember 
that since smoke cannot be without fire, there must also be fire 
in yonder hill. In an example like this smoke is technically 
called linga, or hetu. That about which the assertion has been 
made (the hill in this example) is called paksa, and the term 
“fire” is called sadhya, To make a correct inference it is 
necessary that the hetu or linga must be present in the paksa, 

1 This later Nyaya doctrine that the cognition of self in association with cognition is 
produced at a later moment must be contrasted with the triputipratyaksa doctrine of 
Prabhakara, which holds that the object, knower and knowledge arc all given simul¬ 
taneously in knowledge. Vyavasaya (determinate cognition), according to Ganged, 
gives us only the cognition of the object, but the cognition that I am aware of this 
object or cognition is a different functioning succeeding the former one and is called 
anu (after) vyavasaya (cognition), “ idamaham jdn&miti vyavasdye na bhasate tad- 

bodhakendriyasannikarsdbkavdt kinividamvisayakajitdnatvavitiftasya jnanasya vox > 

Hstyamatmani bhasate; na ca svaprakdte vyavasdye tdiMam svasya vaihftyam bha- 
situmarhati , purvam vtiejanasya tasyajtidndl, tasmddidamaham jdndmUi na vyavasdyah 
kintu anuvyavauiyah .” Tattvacintdmani , p. 795- 
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ai.u in all other known objects similar to the paksa in having the 
sadhya in it (sapaksa-sattS). i.e., which are known to possess the 
sadhya (possessing fire in the present example). The liiiga must 
not be present in any such object as does not possess the 
sadhya ( vipaksa-vyavrtti absent from vipaksa or that which does 
not possess the sadhya). The inferred assertion should not be 
such that it is invalidated by direct perception {pratyaksa) or 
the testimony of the Sastra {abadhita-vifayatva). The linga 
should not be such that by it an inference in the opposite way 
could also be possible ( asat-pratipak$a ). The violation of any 
one of these conditions would spoil the certitude of the hetu 
as determining the inference, and thus would only make the 
hetu fallacious, or what is technically called hetvabhasa or 


seeming hetu by which no correct inference could be made. 
Thus the inference that sound is eternal because it is visible 
is fallacious, for visibility is a quality which sound (here the 
paksa) does not possess 1 . This hetvabhasa is technically 
called asiddka-hetu. Again, hetvabhasa of the second type, 
technically called viruddha-hetu, may be exemplified in the case 
that sound is eternal, since it is created; the hetu “ being 
created ” is present in the opposite of sadhya ( vipaksa ), namely 
non-etemality, for we know that non-eternality is a quality 
which belongs to all created things. A fallacy of the third type, 
technically called anaikantika-helu , is found in the case that 
sound is eternal, since it is an object of knowledge. Now “being 
an object of knowledge ” {prameyatvd) is here the hetu, but it is 
present in things eternal (i.e. things possessing sadhya), as well 
as in things that are not eternal (i.e. which do not possess the 
sadhya), and therefore the concomitance of the hetu with the 
sadhya is not absolute ( anaikantika ). A fallacy of the fourth 
type, technically called kalatyayapadi$ta, may be found in the 
example—fire is not hot, since it is created like a jug, etc. 
Here pratyaksa shows that fire is hot, and hence the hetu is 
fallacious. The fifth fallacy, called prakaranasama, is to be 
found in cases where opposite hetus are available at the same 
time for opposite conclusions, e.g. sound like a jug is non- 


1 It should be borne in mind that Nyaya did not believe in the doctrine of the 
eternality of sound, which the MlmamsS did. Eternality of sound meant with Mtaamsa 
the theory that sounds existed as eternal indestructible entities, and they were only 
manifested in our ears under certain conditions, e.g. the stroke of a drum or a 
particular kind of movement of the vocal muscles. 
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& 0 th al, since no eternal qualities are found in it, and sound like 
■akasa is eternal, since no non-eternal qualities are found in it 

The Buddhists held in answer to the objections raised against 
inference by the Carvakas, that inferential arguments are 
valid, because they are arguments on the principle of the uni¬ 
formity of nature in two relations, viz. taddtmya (essential 
identity) and tadutpatti (succession in a relation of cause arid 
effect). TadStmya is a relation of genus and species and not 
of causation ; thus we know that all pines are trees, and infer 
that this is a tree since it is a pine; tree and pine are related 
to each other as genus and species, and the co-inherence of 
the generic qualities of a tree with the specific characters of a 
pine tree may be viewed as a relation of essential identity 
( taddtmya ). The relation of tadutpatti is that of uniformity of 
succession of cause and effect, e.g. of smoke to fire. 

Nyaya holds that inference is made because of the invariable 
association ( niyanta ) of the liriga or hetu (the concomitance of 
which with the sadhya has been safeguarded by the five conditions 
noted above) with the sadhya, and not because of such specific 
relations as tadatmya or tadutpatti. If it is held that the 
inference that it is a tree because it is a pine is due to the 
essential identity of tree and pine, then the opposite argument 
that it is a pine because it is a tree ought to be valid as well; 
for if it were a case of identity it ought to be the same both 
ways. If in answer to this it is said that the characteristics of a 
pine are associated with those of a tree and not those of a tree with 
those of a pine, then certainly the argument is not due to essen¬ 
tial identity, but to the invariable association of the liriga (mark) 
with the lirigin (the possessor of liriga), otherwise called niyama. 
The argument from tadutpatti (association as cause and effect) 
is also really due to invariable association, for it explains the 
case of the inference of the type of cause and effect as well as of 
other types of inference, where the association as cause and 
effect is not available (e.g. from sunset the rise of stars is 
inferred). Thus it is that the invariable concomitance of the 
liriga with the lirigin, as safeguarded by the conditions noted 
above, is what leads us to make a valid inference 1 . 

We perceived in many cases that a liriga (e.g. smoke) was 
associated with a lirigin (fire), and had thence formed the notion 

1 See Nydyatnanjarl on anumana. 
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at wherever there was smoke there was fire. Now when we 
perceived that there was smoke in yonder hill, we remembered 
the concomitance {vyapti) of smoke and fire which we had 
observed before, and then since there was smoke in the hill* 
which was known to us to be inseparably connected with fire, we 
concluded that there was fire in the hill. The discovery of the 
linga (smoke) in the hill as associated with the memory of its 
concomitance with fire {trtiya-lihga-paramarfa ) is thus the cause 
(anumitikarana or anumdna ) of the inference {anumiti). The con¬ 
comitance of smoke with fire is technically called vyapti . When 
this refers to the concomitance of cases containing smoke with 
those having fire, it is called bahirvydpti\ and when it refers to the 
conviction of the concomitance of smoke with fire, without any 
relation to the circumstances under which the concomitance was 
observed, it is called antarvyapti. The Buddhists since they did 
not admit the notions of generality, etc. preferred antarvyapti 
view of concomitance to bahirvyapti as a means of inference 1 . 

Now the question arises that since the validity of an inference 
will depend mainly on the validity of the concomitance of sign 
(hetu) with the signate ( sddhya ), how are we to assure ourselves in 
each case that the process of ascertaining the concomitance ( vydp - 
tigrahd) had been correct, and the observation of concomitance 
had been valid. The Mlmamsa school held, as we shall see in 
the next chapter, that if we had no knowledge of any such case 
in which there was smoke but no fire, and if in all the cases 
I knew I had perceived that wherever there was smoke there 
was fire, I could enunciate the concomitance of smoke with fire. 
But Nyaya holds that it is not enough that in all cases where 
there is smoke there should be fire, but it is necessary that in 
all those cases where there is no fire there should not be any 
smoke, i.e. not only every case of the existence of smoke should 
be a case of the existence of fire, but every case of absence of fire 
should be a case of absence of smoke. The former is technically 
called anvayavyapti and the latter vyatirekavydpti. But even this 
is not enough. Thus there may have been an ass sitting, in a 
hundred cases where I had seen smoke, and there might have 
been a hundred cases where there was neither ass nor smoke, but 
it cannot be asserted from it that there is any relation of concomi- 

1 See Antarvyaptisamarthana, by Ratnakara&nti in the Six Buddhist Nydya Tracts, 
Bibliotheca Indica , 1910. 
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^nce, or of cause and effect between the ass and the smoke. It 
may be that one might never have observed smoke without an 
antecedent ass, or an ass without the smoke following it, but even 
that is not enough. If it were such that we had so experienced in 
a very large number of cases that the introduction of the ass 
produced the smoke, and that even when all the antecedents re¬ 
mained the same, the disappearance of the ass was immediately 
followed by the disappearance of smoke ( yasmin sati bhavanam 
yato vina na bhavanam iti bhiiyodarsanam , Nyayavtanjari, 
p. 122), then only could we say that there was any relation of 
concomitance ( vyapti) between the ass and the smoke 1 . But of 
course it might be that what we concluded to be the hetu by the 
above observations of anvaya-vyatireka might not be a real hetu, 
and there might be some other condition ( upddhi ) associated 
with the hetu which was the real hetu. Thus we know that fire 
in green wood ( ardrendhana ) produced smoke, but one might 
doubt that it was not the fire in the green wood that pro¬ 
duced smoke, but there was some hidden demon who did it. 
But there would be no end of such doubts, and if we indulged 
in them, all our work endeavour and practical activities would 
have to be dispensed with ( vyaghata ). Thus such doubts as 
lead us to the suspension of all work should not disturb or 
unsettle the notion of vyapti or concomitance at which we 
had arrived by careful observation and consideration 2 . The 
Buddhists and the naiySyikas generally agreed as to the method 
of forming the notion of concomitance or vyapti (1 vyaptigraha ), 
but the former tried to assert that the validity of such a con¬ 
comitance always depended on a relation of cause and effect 
or of identity of essence, whereas Nyaya held that neither the 
relations of cause and effect, nor that of essential identity of 
genus and species, exhausted the field of inference, and there was 
quite a number of other types of inference which could not be 
brought under either of them (e.g. the rise of the moon and the 
tide of the ocean). A natural fixed order that certain things hap¬ 
pening other things would happen could certainly exist, even 
without the supposition of an identity of essence. 

But sometimes it happens that different kinds of causes often 
have the same kind of effect, and in such cases it is difficult to 

1 See Tdtparyatikd on anumana and vyaptigraha. 

a Tdtparyatlkd on vyaptigraha, and Tattvacintamani of Gaftgesa on vyaptigraha. 



The Nyaya - VaiSesika Philosophy 


<SL 


the particular cause from the effect. Nyaya holds how¬ 
ever that though different causes are often found to produce 
the same effect, yet there must be some difference between one 
effect and another. If each effect is taken by itself with its 
other attendant circumstances and peculiarities, it will be found 
that it may then be possible to distinguish it from similar other 
effects. Thus a flood in the street may be due either to a heavy 
downpour of rain immediately before, or to the rise in the water 
of the river close by, but if observed carefully the flooding of 
the •street due to rain will be found to have such special traits 
that it could be distinguished from a similar flooding due to the 
rise of water in the river. Thus from the flooding of the street 
of a special type, as demonstrated by its other attendant circum¬ 
stances, the special manner in which the water flows by small 
rivulets or in sheets, will enable us to infer that the flood was 
due to rains and not to the rise of water in the river. Thus we 


see that Nyaya relied on empirical induction based on uniform 
and uninterrupted agreement in nature, whereas the Buddhists 
assumed a priori principles of causality or identity of essence. 
It may not be out of place here to mention that in later Nyaya 
works great emphasis is laid on the necessity of getting ourselves 
assured that there was no such upadhi (condition) associated with 
the hetu on account of which the concomitance happened, but 
that the hetu was unconditionally associated with the sadhya in 
a relation of inseparable concomitance. Thus ail fire does not pro¬ 
duce smoke; fire must be associated with green wood in order to 
produce smoke. Green wood is thus the necessary condition 
( upadhi ) without which no smoke could be produced. It is on 
account of this condition that fire is associated with smoke; and 
so we cannot say that there is smoke because there is fire. But in 
the concomitance of smoke with fire there is no condition, and so 
in every case of smoke there is fire. In order to be assured of the 
validity of vyapti, it is necessary that we must be assured that 
there should be nothing associated with the hetu which con¬ 
ditioned the concomitance, and this must be settled by wide 
experience (phuyodarsana). 

PraSastapada in defining inference as the “knowledge of that 
(e.g. fire) associated with the reason (e.g. smoke) by the sight of 
the reason” described a valid reason ( lihga ) as that which is con¬ 
nected with the object of inference (anumeya) and which exists 
wherever the object of inference exists and is absent in all cases 


PraSastapadds Interpretation of Inference 

^wfiere it does not exist. This is indeed the same as the Nyaya 
qualifications of paksasattva , sapaksasattva and vipaksdsattva of 
a valid reason (hetu). Pra£astapada further quotes a verse to say 
that this is the same as what Ka^yapa (believed to be the family 
name of Kanada) said. Kanada says that we can infer a cause 
from the effect, the effect from the cause, or we can infer one 
thing by another when they are mutually connected, or in op¬ 
position or in a relation of inherence (ix. ii. i and III. i. 9). We 
can infer by a reason because it is duly associated ( prasiddhipur - 
vakatva ) with the object of inference. What this association was 
according to Kanada can also be understood for he tells us (III. 
i. 15) that where there is no proper association, the reason (hetu) 
is either non-existent in the object to be inferred or it has no 
concomitance with it ( aprasiddha ) or it has a doubtful existence 
(sandigdka ). Thus if I say this ass is a horse because it has 
horns it is fallacious, for neither the horse nor the ass has horns. 
Again if I say it is a cow because it has horns, it is fallacious, for 
there is no concomitance between horns and a cow, and though 
a cow may have a horn, all that have horns are not cows. The 
first fallacy is a combination of paksasattva and sapaksasattva, 
for not only the present paksa (the ass) had no horns, but no 
horses bad any horns, and the second is a case of vipaksasattva, 
for those which are not cows (e.g. buffaloes) have also horns. Thus, 
it seems that when Pra6astap§da says that he is giving us the view 
of Kanada he is faithful to it Pra£astapada says that wherever 
there is smoke there is fire, if there is no fire there is no smoke. 
When one knows this concomitance and unerringly perceives the 
smoke, he remembers the concomitance and feels, certain that 
there is fire. But with regard to Kanada’s enumeration of types of 
inference such as " a cause is inferred from its effect, or an effect 
from the cause, 1 ” etc., Pra£astapada holds that these are not the 
only types of inference, but are only some examples for showing 
the general nature of inference. Inference merely shows a connec¬ 
tion such that from this that can be inferred. He then divides 
inference into two classes, drsta (from the experienced charac¬ 
teristics of one member of a class to another member of the same 
class), and samanyato drsta. Drsta (perceived resemblance) is 
that where the previously known case and the inferred case is 
exactly of the same class. Thus as an example of it we can point 
out that by perceiving that only a cow has a hanging mass of 
flesh on its neck (sasna), I can whenever I see the same hanging 
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/of flesh at the neck of an animal infer that it is a cow. 

Sen on the strength of a common quality the inference is ex¬ 
tended to a different class of objects, it is called samanyato drsta. 
Thus on perceiving that the work of the peasants is rewarded 
with a good harvest I may infer that the work of the priests, 


namely the performance of sacrifices, will also be rewarded with 
the objects for which they are performed (i.e. the attainment of 
heaven). When the conclusion to which one has arrived ( svani - 
scitarthd) is expressed in five premisses for convincing others 
who are either in doubt, or in error or are simply ignorant, then 
the inference is called pararthanumana. We know that the distinc¬ 
tion of svarthanumana (inference for oneself) and pararthanumana 
(inference for others) was made by the Jains and Buddhists. 
Pra£astapada does not make a sharp distinction of two classes 
of inference, but he seems to mean that what one infers, it can be 
conveyed to others by means of five premisses in which case it is 
called pararthanumana. But this need not be considered as an 
entirely new innovation of Prasastapada, for in IX. 2, Kanada 
himself definitely alludes to this distinction (asyedarn karyyakdra - 
nasambandhascdvayavddbhavati). The five premisses which are 
called in Nyaya pratijfta , hetu drstanta, upanaya , and ntgamana 
are called in Vaisesika pratijna , apadesa , nidarsana , anusandhana, 
and pratyamnaya. Kanada however does not mention the name 
of any of these premisses excepting the second “ apadeSa.” 
Pratijfta is of course the same as we have in Nyaya, and the term 
nidarsana is very similar to Nyaya drstanta, but the last two are 
entirely different. Nidarsana may be of two kinds, (1) agreement 
in presence (e.g. that which has motion is a substance as is seen 
in the case of an arrow), (2) agreement in absence (e.g. what is not 
a substance has no motion as is seen in the case of the universal 
being 1 )- He also points out cases of the fallacy of the example 


1 Dr Vidyabhusana says that “An example before the time of Dignaga served as 
a mere familiar case which was cited to help the understanding of the listener, e.g. The 
hill is fiery ; because it has smoke ; like a kitchen (example). Asanga made the ex¬ 
ample more serviceable to reasoning, but Dignaga converted it into a universal 
proposition, that is a proposition expressive of the universal or inseparable connection 
between the middle term and the major term, e.g. The hill is fiery ; because it has 
smoke ; all that has smoke is fiery as a kitchen ” (Indian Logic , pp. 95, 96). It is of 
course true that Vatsyayana had an imperfect example as “ like a kitchen ” (fabdah 
utpattidharmakatvddanityah sth&iyddivat , 1 . i. 36), but Prasastapada has it in the 
proper form. Whether Prasastapada borrowed it from Dinnaga or Dinnaga from 
Prasastapada cannot be easily settled. 



Doctrine of Concomitance 

\artanabkdsa ). Praiastapada’s contribution thus seems to con¬ 
sist of the enumeration of the five premisses and the fallacy of 
the nidar£ana, but the names of the last two premisses are so 
different from what are current in other systems that it is reason¬ 
able to suppose that he collected them from some other traditional 
Vai£esika work which is now lost to us. It however definitely 
indicates that the study of the problem of inference was being 
pursued in VaiSesika circles independently of Nyaya. There is 
no reason however to suppose that Pra^astapada borrowed any¬ 
thing from Dinnaga as Professor Stcherbatsky or Keith supposes, 
for, as I have shown above, most of Prasastapada’s apparent in¬ 
novations are all definitely alluded to by Kanada himself, and 
Professor Keith has not discussed this alternative. On the 
question of the fallacies of nidar£ana, unless it is definitely proved 
that Dinnaga preceded Pra^astapada, there is no reason whatever 
to suppose that the latter borrowed it from the former 1 . 

The nature and ascertainment of concomitance is the most 
important part of inference. Vatsyayana says that an inference 
can be made by the sight of the liriga (reason or middle) through 
the memory of the connection between the middle and the major 
previously perceived. Udyotakara raises the question whether it 
is the present perception of the middle or the memory of the 
connection of the middle with the major that should be regarded 
as leading to inference. His answer is that both these lead to 
inference, but that which immediately leads to inference is linga- 
paramarsa , i.e. the present perception of the middle in the minor 
associated with the memory of its connection with the major, for 
inference does not immediately follow the memory of the con¬ 
nection, but the present perception of the middle associated with 
the memory of the connection ( smrtyanugrkito lingapardmarso). 
But he is silent with regard to the nature of concomitance. 
Udyotakara’s criticisms of Dinnaga as shown by Vacaspati have 
no reference to this point. The doctrine of tdddtmya and tadut- 
patti was therefore in all probability a new contribution to 
Buddhist logic by Dharmaklrtti. -Dharmaklrtti’s contention was 
that the root principle of the connection between the middle and 
the major was that the former was either identical in essence 
with the latter or its effect and that unless this was grasped a 
mere collection of positive or negative instances will not give us 

1 Prasastapada’s bhasya with Nyayakandali , pp. 200-255. 
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ic desired connection 1 . Vacaspati in his refutation of this view 
says that the cause-effect relation cannot be determined as a 
separate relation. If causality means invariable immediate ante¬ 
cedence such that there being fire there is smoke and there being 
no fire there is no smoke, then it cannot be ascertained with 
perfect satisfaction, for there is no proof that in each case the 
smoke was caused by fire and hot by an invisible demon. Unless 
it can be ascertained that there was no invisible element as¬ 
sociated, it cannot be said that the smoke was immediately 
preceded by fire and fire alone. Again accepting for the sake of 
argument that causality can be determined, then also cause is 
known to precede the effect and therefore the perception of smoke 
can only lead us to infer the presence of fire at a preceding time 
and not contemporaneously with it. Moreover there are many 
cases where inference is possible, but there is no relation of cause 
and effect or of identity of essence (e.g. the sunrise of this 
morning by the sunrise of yesterday morning). In the case of 
identity of essence (tdddtmya as in the case of the pine and the 
tree) also there cannot be any inference, for one thing has to be 
inferred by another, but if they arfe identical there cannot be any 
inference. The nature of concomitance therefore cannot be de¬ 
scribed in either of these ways. Some things (e.g. smoke) are 
naturally connected with some other things (e.g. fire) and when 
such is the case, though we may not know any further about the 
nature of this connection, we may infer the latter from the former 
and not vice versa, for fire is connected with smoke only under 
certain conditions (e.g. green wood). It may be argued that there 
may always be certain unknown conditions which may vitiate 
the validity of inference. To this Vacaspati’s answer is that if 
even after observing a large nu/nber of cases and careful search 
such conditions {upadki) cannot be discovered, we have to take 
it for granted that they do not exist and that there is a natural 
connection between the middle and the major. The later 
Buddhists introduced the method of Paficakarani in order to 
determine effectively the causal relation. These five conditions 
determining the causal relation are (i) neither the cause nor the 
effect is perceived, (2) the cause is perceived, (3) in immediate 
succession the effect is perceived, (4) the cause disappears, (5) in 

1 K&ryyakaranabhavadvii svabhavadva myamakatavin&bhavaniyamd darSananna 
na darian&ts T&tparyat ikd, p. 105. 






Classification of Inference 

fediate succession the effect disappears. But this 
annot guarantee the infallibility of the determination of cause 
and effect relation ; and if by the assumption of a cause-ef 
relation no higher degree of certainty is available, it is 
to accept a natural relation without limiting it to a cause-e 
relation 1 . 

In early Nyaya books three kinds of inference are descri] 
namely purvavat, 6esavat, and samanyato-drsta. Purvavat is 
inference of effects from causes, e.g. that of impendir 
heavy dark clouds; Sesavat is the inference of causes 
e.g. that of rain from the rise of water in the river; satnanyatc 


drsta refers to the inference in all cases other than those of 
cause and effect, e.g. the inference of the sour taste of the 
tamarind from its form and colour. Nyayamanjari mentions 
another form of anumana, namely pari£esamana (reductio ad 
absurdum ), which consists in asserting anything (e.g. conscious¬ 
ness) of any other thing (e.g. atman), because it was already 
definitely found out that consciousness was not produced in any 
other part of man. Since consciousness could not belong to 
anything else, it must belong to soul of necessity, In spite of 
these variant forms they are ail however of one kind, namely 
that of the inference of the probandum (sadhya) by virtue of the 
unconditional and invariable concomitance of the hetu, called 
the vyapti-niyama. In the new school of Nyaya(Navya-Nyaya) 
a formal distinction of three kinds of inference occupies an 
important place, namely anvayavyatireki, kevalanvayi, and 
kevalavyatireki. Anvayavyatireki is that inference where the 
vyapti has been observed by a combination of a large number of 
instances of agreement in presence and agreement in absence, 
as in the case of the concomitance of smoke and fire (wherever 
there is smoke there is fire ( anvaya\ and where there is no fire, 
there is no smoke ( vyatireka )). An inference could be for one's 
own self (, svarthanumana ) or for the sake of convincing others 
(.pararthanumdna ). In the latter case, when it was necessaiy that 
an inference should be put explicitly in an unambiguous manner, 
five propositions (avayavas) were regarded as necessary, namely 
pratijfia (e.g. the hill is fiery), hetu (since it has smoke), uda- 
harana (where there is smoke there is fire, as in the kitchen), 
upanaya (this hill has smoke), nigamana (therefore it has got 

1 Vatsyaya^a’s bhasya, Uclyotakara’s Varttika and Tatparyyatika , I. i. 5. 
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p Kevalanvayi is that type of inference, the vySpti of whic 
could not be based on any negative instance, as in the case 
“ this object has a name, since it is an object of knowledge 
( idarri , vacyam prameyatvat ).” Now no such case is known which 
is not an object of knowledge; we cannot therefore know of any 
case where there was no object of knowledge ( prameyatvd ) and 
no name {vncyatvd ); the vySpti here has therefore to be based 
necessarily on cases of agreement—wherever there is prame- 
yatva or an object of knowledge, there is vacyatva or name. 
The third form of kevalavyatireki is that where positive in¬ 
stances in agreement cannot be found, such as in the case of the 
inference that earth differs from other elements in possessing 
the specific quality of smell, since all that does not differ from 
other elements is not earth, such as water; here it is evident 


that there cannot be any positive instance of agreement and the 
concomitance has to be taken from negative instances. There 
is only one instance, which is exactly the proposition of our 
inference—earth differs from other elements, since it has the 
special qualities of earth. This inference could be of use only in 
those cases where we had to infer anything by reason of such 
special traits of it as was possessed by it and it alone. 


Upamana and tJabda. 

The third prarnana, which is admitted by Nyaya and not by 
Vai&esika, is upamana , and consists in associating a thing un¬ 
known before with its name by virtue of its similarity with some 
other known thing. Thus a man of the city who has never 
seen a wild ox (gavaya) goes to the forest, asks a forester— 
“what is gavaya?” and the forester replies—“oh, you do not 
know it, it is just like a cow”; after hearing this from the 
forester lie travels on, and on seeing a gavaya and finding it to 
be similar to a cow he forms the opinion that this is a gavaya. 
This knowing an hitherto unknown thing by virtue of its 
similarity to a known thing is called upamana. If some forester 
had pointed out a gavaya to a man of the city and had told him 
that it was called a gavaya, then also the man would have 
known the animal by the name gavaya, but then this would 
have been due to testimony (sabda-pramdna). The knowledge is 
said to be generated by the upamana process when the associa¬ 
tion of the unknown animal with its name is made by the observer 




Upamana and Sabda 

x\ the strength of the experience of the similarity of the un¬ 
known animal to a known one. The naiySyikas are thorough 
realists, and as such they do not regard the observation of 
similarity as being due to any subjective process of the mind. 
Similarity is indeed perceived by the visual sense but yet the 
association of the name in accordance with the perception of 
similarity and the instruction received is a separate act and is 
called upamana \ 

Sabda-pramSna or testimony is the right knowledge which 
we derive from the utterances of infallible and absolutely truthful 
persons. All knowledge derived from the Vedas is valid, for the 
Vedas were uttered by ISvara himself. The Vedas give us 
right knowledge not of itself, but because they came out as the 
utterances of the infallible ISvara. The VaiSesikas did not admit 
£abda as a separate pramana, but they sought to establish the 
validity of testimony (sabda) on the strength of inference (anu- 
miti) on the ground of its being the utterance of an infallible 
person. But as I have said before, this explanation is hardly 
corroborated by the VaiSesika sutras, which tacitly admit the 
validity of the scriptures on its own authority. But anyhow this 
was how VaiSesika was interpreted in later times. 


Negation in Nyaya-Vaisesika. 

The problem of negation or non-existence (abhava) is of great 
interest in Indian philosophy. In this section we can describe its 
nature only from the point of view of perceptibility. Kumarila* 

1 See Nydyamanjari on upamana. The oldest Nyiya view was that the instruction 
given by the forester by virtue of which the association of the name “ wild ox” to the 
strange animal was possible was itself “upamana.” When Pranastapada held that upa¬ 
mana should be treated as a case of testimony (dptcwacana), he had probably this inter¬ 
pretation in view. But Udyotakara and Vacaspati hold that it was not by the instruction 
alone of the forester that the association of the name “ wild ox ” was made, but there 
was the perception of similarity, and the memory of the instruction of the forester too. 
So it is the perception of similarity with the other two factors as accessories that lead 
us to this association called upamana. What VatsySya^a meant is not very clear, but 
Dihnaga supposes that according to him the result of upamana was the knowledge of 
similarity or the knowledge of a thing having similarity. Vacaspati of course holds that 
he has correctly interpreted Vatsyayana's intention. It is however definite that upamana 
means the associating of a name to a new object ( sam&khydsambandkapratipattirupamd 
ndrthah , Vatsy^yana). Jayanta points out that it is the preception of similarity which 
directly leads to the association of the name and hence the instruction of the forester 
cannot be regarded as the direct cause and consequently it cannot be classed under 
testimony (Sabda). See Pra£astapada and Nydyakandali , pp. 220-22, Vatsyayarja, 
Udyotakara, Vacaspati and Jayanta on Upamana . 

2 See Rumania's treatment of abhava in the Slokav&rttika , pp. 473-493. 
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<nid his followers, whose philosophy we shall deal with in the 
next chapter, hold that negation ( abhdvd) appears as an intuition 
( majiatri ) with reference to the object negated where there are no 
means of ordinary cognition (pramand) leading to prove the exist¬ 
ence {satparicchedakam) of that thing. They held that the notion 
“it is not existent” cannot be due to perception, for there is no 
contact here with sense and object. It is true indeed that when 
we turn our eyes (e.g. in the case of the perception of the non¬ 
existence of a jug) to the ground, we see both the ground and 
the non-existence of a jug, and when we shut them we can see 
neither the jug nor the ground, and therefore it could be urged 
that if we called the ground visually perceptible, we could say 
the same with regard to the non-existence of the jug. But even 
then since in the case of the perception of the jug there is sense- 
contact, which is absent in the other case, we could never say 
that both are grasped by perception. We see the ground and 
remember the jug (which is absent) and thus in the mind rises 
the notion of non-existence which has no reference at all to visual 
perception. A man may be sitting in a place where there were 
no tigers, but he might not then be aware of their non-existence 
at the time, since he did not think of them, but when later on he 
is asked in the evening if there were any tigers at the place where 
he was sitting in the morning, he then thinks and becomes aware 
of the non-existence of tigers there in the morning, even 
without perceiving the place and without any operation of the 
memory of the non-existence of tigers. There is no question of 
there being any inference in the rise of our notion of non-existence, 
for it is not preceded by any notion of concomitance of any kind, 
and neither the ground nor the non-perception of the jug could 
be regarded as a reason ( lifigci ), for the non-perception of the jug 
is related to the jug and not to the negation of the jug, and no 
concomitance is known between the non-perception of the jug and 
its non-existence, and when the question of the concomitance of 
non-perception with non-existence is brought in, the same diffi¬ 
culty about the notion of non-existence {abhdvd) which was sought 
to be explained will recur again. Negation is therefore to be 
admitted as cognized by a separate and independent process 
of knowledge. Nyaya however says that the perception of 
non-existence (e.g. there is no jug here) is a unitary perception 
of one whole, just as any perception of positive existence (e.g. 
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there is a jug on the ground) is. Both the knowledge of the 
ground as well as the knowledge of the non-existence of the jug 
arise there by the same kind of action of the visual organ, and 
there is therefore no reason why the knowledge of the ground 
should be said to be due to perception, whereas the knowledge of 
the negation of the jug on the ground should be said to be due 
to a separate process of knowledge-v^The non-existence of the jug 
is taken in the same act as the ground is perceived. The principle 
that in order to perceive a thing one should have sense-contact 
with it, applies only to positive existents and not to negation or 
non-existence. Negation or non-existence can be cognized even 
without any sense-contact. Non-existence is not a positive sub¬ 
stance, and hence there cannot be any question here of sense- 
contact. It may be urged that if no sense-contact is required 
in apprehending negation, one could as well apprehend negation 
or non-existence of other places which are far away from him. 
To this the reply is that to apprehend negation it is necessary 
that the place where it exists must be perceived. We know a 
thing and its quality to be different, and yet the quality can only 
be taken in association with the thing and it is so in this case as 
well. We can apprehend non-existence only through the appre¬ 
hension of its locus. In the case when non-existence is said to 
be apprehended later on it is really no later apprehension of non¬ 
existence but a memory of non-existence (e.g. of jug) perceived 
before along with the perception of the locus of non-existence 
(e.g. ground). Negation or non-existence ( abkava ) can thus, ac¬ 
cording to NySya, generate its cognition just as any positive 
existence can do. Negation is not mere negativity or mere 
vacuous absence, but is what generates the cognition “is not/’ 
as position (Jbh&va) is what generates the cognition “it is. ,, 

The Buddhists deny the existence of negation. They hold 
that when a negation is apprehended, it is apprehended with 
specific time and space conditions (e.g. this is not here now); 
but in spite of such an apprehension, we could never think 
that negation could thus be associated with them in any 
relation. There is also no relation between the negation and its 
pratiyogi (thing negated—e.g. jug in the negation of jug), for 
when there is the pratiyogi there is no negation, and when there 
is the negation there is no pratiyogi. There is not even the 
relation of opposition ( virodha ), for we could have admitted it, if 
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uJC negation of the jug existed before and opposed the jug, 
for how can the negation of the jug oppose the jug, without 
effecting anything at all? Again, it may be asked whether nega¬ 
tion is to be regarded as a positive being or becoming or of the 
nature of not becoming or non-being. In the first alternative it 
will be like any other positive existents, and in the second case it 
will be permanent and eternal, and it cannot be related to this or 
that particular negation. There are however many kinds of non¬ 
perception, e.g.{i) svabhavanupalabdhi(natural non-perception 
there is no jug because none is perceived); (2) karananupalabdhi 
(non-perception of cause-there is no smoke here, since there is 
no fire); (3) vyapakanupalabdhi (non-perception of the species 
there is no pine here, since there is no tree); (4) karyanupalabdhi 
(non-perception of effects—there are not the causes of smoke here, 
since there is no smoke); (5) svabhavaviruddhopalabdhi (percep¬ 
tion of contradictory natures—there is no cold touch here because 
of fire); ( 6 ) viruddhakaryopalabdhi (perception of contradictoiy 
effects—there is no cold touch here because of smoke) ; (7) vn ud- 
dhavyaptopalabdhi (opposite concomitance—past is not of neces¬ 
sity destructible,since it depends on other causes); ( 8 ) karyyavi- 
ruddhopalabdhi (opposition of effects-there is not here the causes 
which can give cold since there is fire); (9) vyapakaviruddhopa- 
labdhi (opposite concomitants—there is no touch of snow here, 
because of fire); (10) karanaviruddhopalabdhi (opposite causes 
there is no shivering through cold here,since he is near the fire); 
(11) karanaviruddhakaryyopalabdhi (effects of opposite causes 
this place is not occupied by men of shivering sensations for it 
is full of smoke 5 ). 

There is no doubt that in the above ways we speak of nega¬ 
tion, but that does not prove that there is any reason for the 
cognition of negation (hetumabhavasamvidaK). All that we can 
say is this that there are certain situations which justify the use 
(yoxyata) of negative appellations. But this situation or yogyata 
is positive in character. What we all speak of in ordinary usage 
as non-perception is of the nature of perception of some sort. 
Perception of negation thus does not prove the existence o 
negation, but only shows that there are certain positive percep¬ 
tions which are only interpreted in that way. It is the positive 
perception of the ground where the visible jug is absent that 
1 See Nyayabindu, p. u, and Nydyamanjari , pp. 53 “ 7 * 
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s us to speak of having perceived the negation of the jug 
(anupalatnbhah abkavatn vyavaharayati) K 

The Nyaya reply against this is that the perception of positive 
existents is as much a fact as the perception of negation, and we 
have no right to say that the former alone is valid. It is said 
that the non-perception of jug on the ground is but the percep¬ 
tion of the ground without the jug. But is this being without 
the jug identical with the ground or different? If identical then 
it is the same as the ground, and we shall expect to have it even 
when the jug is there. If different then the quarrel is only over 
the name, for whatever you may call it, it is admitted to be a 
distinct category. If some difference is noted between the ground 
with the jug, and the ground without it, then call it “ground, 
without the jugness” or “the negation of jug,” it does not matter 
much, for a distinct category has anyhow been admitted. Nega¬ 
tion is apprehended by perception as much as any positive 
existent is; the nature of the objects of perception only are dif¬ 
ferent; just as even in the perception of positive sense-objects 
there are such diversities as colour, taste, etc. The relation of 
negation with space and time with which it appears associated is 
the relation that subsists between the qualified and the quality 
(visesya visesana). The relation between the negation and its 
pratiyogi is one of opposition, in the sense that where the one is 
the other is not. The Vaisesika sutra (IX. i. 6) seems to take abhava 
in a similar way as Kumarila the Mlmamsist does, though the 
commentators have tried to explain it away 1 2 . In Vaisesika the 
four kinds of negation are enumerated as (i) pragabhava (the 
negation preceding the production of an object—e.g. of the jug 
before it is made by the potter); (2) dhvamsdbhava (the negation 
following the destruction of an object—as of the jug after it is 
destroyed by the stroke of a stick); (3) anyonydbhava (mutual 
negation—e.g. in the cow there is the negation of the horse and 


1 See Ny&yabinduftka , pp. 34 ff., and also Ny&yamafijart , pp. 48-63. 

2 Pra 4 astapaxla says that as the production of an effect is the sign of the existence 
of the cause, so the non-production of it is the sign of its non-existence. &ridhara in 
commenting upon it says that the non-preception of a sensible object is the sign {linga) 
of its non-existence. But evidently he is not satisfied with the view for he says that 
non-existence is also directly perceived by the senses ( bhavavad ab havo*pindriyagra- 
hanayogyah ) and that there is an actual sense-contact with non-existence which is the 
collocating cause of the preception of non-existence {abkavendriyasaftnikar$opi abhd- 
vagrahanasdmagrt), Nyayakandali, pp. 225-^0. 
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infthe horse that of th& cow); (4) atyantabhdva (a negation which 
always exists—e.g. even when there is a jug here, its negation in 
other places is not destroyed) 1 . 

The necessity of the Acquirement of debating devices 
for the seeker of Salvation. 

It is probable that the Nyaya philosophy arose in an atmo¬ 
sphere of continued disputes and debates; as a consequence 
of this we find here many terms related to debates which we do 
not notice in any other system of Indian philosophy. These are 
tarka , nirtiaya, vdda , jalpa , vitandd , hetvdbhasa , chala, jati and 
nigrahasthana. 

Tarka means deliberation on an unknown thing to discern 
its real nature; it thus consists of seeking reasons in favour of 
some supposition to the exclusion of other suppositions; it is not 
inference, but merely an oscillation of the mind to come to a right 
conclusion. When there is doubt ( saipSaya ) about the specific 
nature of anything we have to take to tarka. Nirnaya means the 
conclusion to which we arrive as a result of tarka. When two 
opposite parties dispute over their respective theses, such as the 
doctrines that there is or is not an atman, in which each of them 
tries to prove his own thesis with reasons, each of the theses is 
called a vdda. Jalpa means a dispute in which the disputants 
give wrangling rejoinders in order to defeat their respective op¬ 
ponents. A jalpa is called a vitattda when it is only a destructive 
criticism which seeks to refute the opponent’s doctrine without 
seeking to establish or formulate any new doctrine. Hetvabhasas 
are those which appear as hetus but are really not so. Nyaya 
sutras enumerate five fallacies (hetvdbkdsas) of the middle (hetu): 
savyabhicara (erratic), vimddha (contradictory), prakaranasama 
(tautology), sddhyasama (unproved reason) and kaldtita (inop¬ 
portune). Savyabhicara is that where the same reason may prove 
opposite conclusions (e.g. sound is eternal because it is intangible 
like the atoms which are eternal, and sound is non-eternal because 
it is intangible like cognitions which are non-eternal); viruddha 
is that where the reason opposes the premiss to be proved (e.g. a 
jug is eternal, because it is produced); prakaranasama is that 

1 The doctrine of negation, its function and value with reference to diverse logical 
problems, have many diverse aspects, and it is impossible to do them justice in a small 
section like this. 
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7 the reason repeats the thesis to be proved in another form 
rg. sound is non-eternal because it has not the quality of 
eternality) ; sadhyasama is that where the reason itself requires 
to be proved (e.g. shadow is a substance because it has motion, 
but it remains to be proved whether shadows have motion or not); 
kalatlta is a false analogy where the reason fails because it does not 
tally with the example in point of time. Thus one may argue that 
sound is eternal because it is the result of contact (stick and the 
drum) like colour which is also a result of contact of light and 
the object and is eternal. Here the fallacy lies in this, that colour 
is simultaneous with the contact of light which shows what was 
already there and only manifested by the light, whereas in the 
case of sound it is produced immediately after the contact of the 
stick and drum and is hence a product and hence non-eternal. 
The later Nyaya works divide savyabhicara into three classes, 
(i) sadharana or common (e.g. the mountain is fiery because it is 
an object of knowledge, but even a lake which is opposed to fire 
is also an object of knowledge), (2) asadharana or too restricted 
(e.g. sound is eternal because it has the nature of sound ; this 
cannot be a reason for the nature of sound exists only in the 
sound and nowhere else), and (3) anupasamharin or unsubsuming 
(e.g. everything is non-eternal, because they are all objects of 
knowledge; here the fallacy lies in this, that no instance can be 
found which is not an object of knowledge and an opposite con¬ 
clusion may also be drawn). The fallacy satpratipaksa is that in 
which there is a contrary reason which may prove the opposite 
conclusion (e.g. sound is eternal because it is audible, sound is 
non-eternal because it is an effect). The fallacy asiddha (unreal) 
is of three kinds (1) dirayasiddha (the lotus of the sky is fragrant 
because it is like other lotuses; now there cannot be any lotus in 
the sky), (2) svarupdsiddha (sound is a quality because it is 
visible ; but sound has no visibility), (3) vyapyatvasiddha is that 
where the concomitance between the middle and the consequence 
is not invariable and inevitable; there is smoke in the hill because 
there is fire; but there may be fire without the smoke as in a red 
hot iron ball, it is only green-wood fire that is invariably associated 
with smoke. The fallacy badhita is that which pretends to prove 
a thesis which is against direct experience, e.g. fire is not hot 
because it is a substance. We have already enumerated the 
fallacies counted by Vai^esika. Contrary to Nyaya practice 
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a^astapada counts the fallacies of the example. Diftnaga also 
counted fallacies of example (e.g. sound is eternal, because it is 
incorporeal, that which is incorporeal is eternal as the atoms ; 
but atoms are not incorporeal) and Dharmaklrtti counted also the 
fallacies of the paksa (minor) ; but Nyaya rightly considers that 
the fallacies of the middle if avoided will completely safeguard 
inference and that these are mere repetitions. Chala means the 
intentional misinterpretation of the opponent's arguments for the 
purpose of defeating him. Jati consists in the drawingof contra¬ 
dictory conclusions, the raising of false issues or the like with 
the deliberate intention of defeating an opponent. Nigrahasthana 
means the exposure of the opponent's argument as involving 
self-contradiction, inconsistency or the like, by which his defeat is 
conclusively proved before the people to the glory of the victorious 
opponent. As to the utility of the description of so many debating 
tricks by which an opponent might be defeated in a metaphysical 
work, the aim of which ought to be to direct the ways that lead to 
emancipation, it is said by Jayanta in his Nyayamanjarz that these 
had to be resorted to as a protective measure against arrogant 
disputants who often tried to humiliate a teacher before his pupils. 
If the teacher could not silence the opponent, the faith of the 
pupils in him would be shaken and great disorder would follow, 
and it was therefore deemed necessary that he who was plodding 
onward for the attainment of moksa should acquire these devices 
for the protection of his own faith and that of his pupils. A know¬ 
ledge of these has therefore been enjoined in the Nyaya sutra as 
being necessary for the attainment of salvation 1 . 


The doctrine of Soul. 

Dhurtta Carvakas denied the existence of soul and regarded 
consciousness and life as products of bodily changes; there were 
other Carvakas called SuSiksita Carvakas who admitted the 
existence of soul but thought that it was destroyed at death. 
The Buddhists also denied the existence of any permanent self. 
The naiyayikas ascertained all the categories of metaphysics 
mainly by such inference as was corroborated by experience. 
They argued that since consciousness, pleasures, pains, willing, 
etc. could not belong to our body or the senses, there must be 

1 See Nyayaniafijari % pp, 586-659, and Tdrkikaraksd of Varadaraja and Nip 
kantaka of Mallinatha, pp. 185 if. 
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some entity to which they belonged; the existence of the self 
is not proved according to Nyaya merely by the notion of our 
self-consciousness, as in the case of Mlmamsa, for Nyaya holds 
that we cannot depend upon such a perception, for it may 
Be erroneous. Jn often happens that I say that I am white or 
I am black, but it is evident that such a perception cannot 
be relied upon, for the seif cannot have any colour. So we 
cannot safely depend on our self-consciousness as upon the 
inference that the self has to be admitted as that entity to 
which consciousness, emotion, etc. adhere when they are pro¬ 
duced as a result of collocations. Never has the production of 
atman been experienced, nor has it been found to suffer any 
destruction like the body, so the soul must be eternal. It is not 
located in any part of the body, but is all-pervading, i.e. exists at 
the same time in all places (vibku\ and does not travel with 
the body but exists everywhere at the same time. But though 
atman is thus disconnected from the body, yet its actions are 
seen in the body because it is with the help of the collocation 
of bodily limbs, etc. that action in the self can be manifested 
or produced. It is unconscious in itself and acquires conscious¬ 
ness as a result of suitable collocations 1 . 

Even at birth children show signs of pleasure by their different 
facial features, and this could not be due to anything else than 
the memory of the past experiences in past lives of pleasures and 
pains. Moreover the inequalities in the distribution of pleasures 
and pains and of successes and failures prove that these must be 
due to the different kinds of good and bad action that men per¬ 
formed in their past lives. Since the inequality of the world 
must have some reasons behind it, it is better to admit karma as 
the determining factor than to leave it to irresponsible chance. 

Is vara and Salvation. 

Nyaya seeks to establish the existence of I$vara on the 
basis of inference. We know that the Jains, the Samkhya and 
the Buddhists did not believe in the existence of I£vara and 
offered many antitheistic arguments. Nyaya wanted to refute 
these and prove the existence of ISvara by an inference of the 
samanyato-drsta type. 

1 JndtiasamavHyanibandhanamtz’titmanaicdayitrtvam , &c. Sec Ny&yamaHjari , 
pp. 43a ff. 
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___ Jains and other atheists held that though things in the 

world have production and decay, the world as a whole was never 
produced, and it was never therefore an effect. In contrast to 
this view the Ny5ya holds that the world as a whole is also an 
effect like any other effect. Many geological changes and land¬ 
slips occur, and from these destructive operations proceeding in 
nature it may be assumed that this world is not eternal but a 
result of production. But even if this is not admitted by the 
atheists they can in no way deny the arrangement and order of 
the universe. But they would argue that there was certainly a 
difference between the order and arrangement of human produc¬ 
tions (e.g. a jug) and the order and arrangement of the universe; 
and therefore from the order and 3 Lrra.ngement(sannivesa-viststatd) 
of the universe it could not be argued that the universe was 
produced by a creator; for, it is from the sort of order and 
arrangement that is found in human productions that a creator 
or producer could be inferred. To this, Nyaya answers that the 
concomitance is to be taken between the “order and arrangement” 
in a general sense and “the existence of a creator” and not with 
specific cases of “ order and arrangement,” for each specific case 
may have some such peculiarity in which it differs from similar 
other specific cases; thus the fire in the kitchen is not the same 
kind of fire as we find in a forest fire, but yet we are to disregard 
the specific individual peculiarities of fire in each case and con¬ 
sider the concomitance of fire in general with smoke in general. 
So here, we have to consider the concomitance of “ order and 


arrangement” in general with “the existence ofcreator,” and 
thus though the order and arrangement of the world may be 
different from the order and arrangement of things produced by 
man, yet an inference from it for the existence of a creator would 
not be inadmissible. The objection that even now we see many 
effects (e.g. trees) which are daily shooting forth from the ground 
without any creator being found to produce them, does not hold, 
for it can never be proved that the plants are not actually created 
by a creator. The inference therefore stands that the world has 


a creator, since it is an effect and has order and arrangement in 
its construction. Everything that is an effect and has an order 
and arrangement has a creator, like the jug. The world is an 
effect and has order and arrangement and has therefore a creator. 
Just as the potter knows all the purposes of the jug that he makes, 
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God and Salvation 

3 vara knows all the purposes of this wide universe and is thus 
omniscient. He knows all things always and therefore does not 
require memory; all things are perceived by him directly without 
any intervention of any internal sense such as manas, etc. He is 
always happy. His will is eternal, and in accordance with the 
karma of men the same will produces dissolution, creates, or 
protects the world, in the order by which each man reaps the 
results of his own deeds. As our self which is in itself bodiless 
can by its will produce changes in our body and through it in 
the external world, so I6vara also can by his will create the 
universe though he has no body. Some, however, say that if any 
association of body with Hvara is indispensable for our con¬ 
ception of him, the atoms may as well be regarded as his body, 
so that just as by the will of our self changes and movement of 
our body take place, so also by his will changes and movements 
are produced in the atoms 1 . 

The naiyayikas in common with most other systems of Indian 
philosophy believed that the world was full of sorrow and that 
the small bits of pleasure only served to intensify the force of 
sorrow. To a wise person therefore everything is sorrow ( sarvatn 
duhkham vivekinah ); the wise therefore is never attached to the 
so-called pleasures of life which only lead us to further sorrows. 

The bondage of the world is due to false knowledge ( mithya - 
jndna) which consists in thinking as my own self that which 
is not my self, namely body, senses, manas, feelings and know¬ 
ledge ; when once the true knowledge of the six padarthas and 
as Nyaya says, of the proofs ( pramana\ the objects of knowledge 
{prameya), and of the other logical categories of inference is 
attained, false knowledge is destroyed. False knowledge can 
be removed by constant thinking of its opposite ( pratipaksa - 
bhavana ), namely the true estimates of things. Thus when any 
pleasure attracts us, we are to think that this is in reality but 
pain, and thus the right knowledge about it will dawn and it 
will never attract us again. Thus it is that with the destruction 
of false knowledge our attachment or antipathy to things and 
ignorance about them (collectively called dosa, cf. the klesa of 
Pataftjali) are also destroyed. 

With the destruction of attachment actions ( pravrtti ) for the 

1 See Nyayamanjari , pp. 190-204, Ifvaranumdna of Raghunatha ^iroma^ii and 
Udayana’s Kusumdnjali. 
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ilment of desires cease and with it rebirth ceases and with 
it sorrow ceases. Without false knowledge and attachment, 
actions cannot produce the bondage of karma that leads to the 
production of body and its experiences. With the cessation of 
sorrow there is emancipation in which the self is divested of all 
its qualities (consciousness, feeling, willing, etc.) and remains 
in its own inert state The state of mukti according to Nyaya- 
VaiSesika is neither a state of pure knowledge nor of bliss but a 
state of perfect qualitiiessness, in which the self remains in itself in 
its own purity. It is the negative state of absolute painlessness 
in mukti that is sometimes spoken of as being a state of absolute 


happiness ( dnanda ), though really speaking the state of mukti 
can never be a state of happiness. It is a passive state of self in 
its original and natural purity unassociated with pleasure, pain, 
knowledge, willing, etc. 1 . 


1 Nydyamatljari, pp. 499-533* 
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CHAPTER IX 

MlMAMSA PHILOSOPHY 1 
A Comparative Review. 

The Nyaya-Vai£esika philosophy looked at experience from 
a purely common sense point of view and did not work with any 
such monistic tendency that the ultimate conceptions of our 
common sense experience should be considered as coming out of 
an original universal (e.g. prakrti of the Samkhya). Space, time, 
the four elements, soul, etc. convey the impression that they are sub¬ 
stantive entities or substances. What is perceived of the material 
things as qualities such as colour, taste, etc. is regarded as so many 
entities which have distinct and separate existence but which 
manifest themselves in connection with the substances. So also 
karma or action is supposed to be a separate entity, and even 
the class notions are perceived as separate entities inhering in 
substances. Knowledge (Jnana) which illuminates all things is 
regarded only as a quality belonging to soul, just as there are 
other qualities of material objects. Causation is viewed merely 
as the collocation of conditions. The genesis of knowledge is 
also viewed as similar in nature to the production of any other 
physical event. Thus just as by the collocation of certain physical 
circumstances a jug and its qualities are produced, so by the 
combination and respective contacts of the soul, mind, sense, and 
the objects of sense, knowledge ( jfidna ) is produced. Soul with 
Nyaya is an inert unconscious entity in which knowledge, etc. 
inhere. The relation between a substance and its quality, action, 
class notion, etc. has also to be admitted as a separate entity, as 
without it the different entities being without any principle of 
relation would naturally fail to give us a philosophic construction. 

Samkhya had conceived of a principle which consisted of an 
infinite number of reals of three different types, which by their 
combination were conceived to be able to produce all substances, 
qualities, actions, etc. No difference was acknowledged to exist 
between substances, qualities and actions, and it was conceived 

1 On the meaning of the word Mimamsa see Chapter iv. 
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niat these were but so many aspects of a combination of the three 
types of reals in different proportions. The reals contained within 
them the rudiments of all developments of matter, knowledge, 
willing, feelings, etc. As combinations of reals changed incessantly 
and new phenomena of matter and mind were manifested, collo¬ 
cations did not bring about any new thing but brought about a 
phenomenon which was already there in its causes in another 
form. What we call knowledge or thought ordinarily, is with them 
merely a form of subtle illuminating matter-stuff. Samkhya holds 
however that there is a transcendent entity as pure conscious¬ 
ness and that by some kind of transcendent reflection or contact 
this pure consciousness transforms the bare translucent thought- 
matter into conscious thought or experience of a person. 

But this hypothesis of a pure self, as essentially distinct and 
separate from knowledge as ordinarily understood, can hardly 
be demonstrated in our common sense experience; and this has 
been pointed out by the Nyaya school in a very strong and 
emphatic manner. Even SSmkhya did not try to prove that the 
existence of its transcendent purusa could be demonstrated in 
experience, and it had to attempt to support its hypothesis of the 
existence of a transcendent self on the ground of the need of 
a permanent entity as a fixed object, to which the passing states 
of knowledge could cling, and on grounds of moral struggle 
towards virtue and emancipation. SSmkhya had first supposed 
knowledge to be merely a combination of changing reals, and 
then had as a matter of necessity to admit a fixed principle as 
purusa (pure transcendent consciousness). The self is thus here 
, in some sense an object of inference to fill up the gap left by 
the inadequate analysis of consciousness ( buddhi ) as being non- 


intelligent and incessantly changing. 

Nyaya fared no better, for it also had to demonstrate self 
on the ground that since knowledge existed it was a quality, 
and therefore must inhere in some substance. This hypothesis 
is again based upon another uncritical assumption that substances 
and attributes were entirely separate, and that it was the nature 
of the latter to inhere in the former, and also that knowledge was 
a quality requiring (similarly with other attributes) a substance 
in which to inhere. None of them could take their stand upon 
the self-conscious nature of our ordinary thought and draw their 
conclusions on the strength of the direct evidence of this self- 
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tfscious thought Of course it is true that Samkhya had ap¬ 
proached nearer to this view than Nyaya, but it had separated 
the content of knowledge and its essence so irrevocably that it 
threatened to break the integrity of thought in a manner quite 
unwarranted by common sense experience, which does not seem 
to reveal this dual element in thought. Anyhow the unification 
of the content of thought and its essence had to be made, and this 
could not be done except by what may be regarded as a make¬ 
shift—a transcendent illusion running on from beginningless 
time. These difficulties occurred because Samkhya soared to a 
region which was not directly illuminated by the light of common 
sense experience. The NySya position is of course much worse 
as a metaphysical solution, for it did not indeed try to solve any¬ 
thing, but only gave us a schedule of inferential results which could 
not be tested by experience, and which were based ultimately on 
a one-sided and uncritical assumption. It is an uncritical common 
sense experience that substances are different from qualities and 
actions, and that the latter inhere in the former. To base the 
whole of metaphysics on such a tender and fragile experience is, 
to say the least, building on a weak foundation. It was necessary 
that the importance of the self-revealing thought must be brought 
to the forefront, its evidence should be collected and trusted, and 
an account of experience should be given according to its verdict 
No construction of metaphysics can ever satisfy us which ignores 
the direct immediate convictions of self-conscious thought. It is 
a relief to find that a movement of philosophy in this direction 
is ushered in by the Mimamsa system. The Mimamsa sutras 
were written by Jaimini and the commentary ( bhdsya ) on it was 
written by Sabara. But the systematic elaboration of it was made 
by Kumarila, who preceded the great Sankaracarya, and a disciple 
of Kumarila, Prabhakara. 


The Mimamsa Literature. 

It is difficult to say how the sacrificial system of worship grew 
in India in the Brahmanas. This system once set up gradually 
began to develop into a net-work of elaborate rituals, the details 
of which were probably taken note of by the priests. As some 
generations passed and the sacrifices spread over larger tracts of 
India and grew up into more and more elaborate details, the old 
rules and regulations began to be collected probably as tradition 
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had it, and this it seems gave rise to the smrti literature. Dis¬ 
cussions and doubts became more common about the many 
intricacies of the sacrificial rituals, and regular rational enquiries 
into them were begun in different circles by different scholars am 
oriests. These represent the beginnings of Mimamsa (lit. at¬ 
tempts at rational enquiry), and it is probable that there were 
different schools of this thought, That Jaimim’s Mimamsa sutras 
(which are with us the foundations of Mlmamsa)are only a compre¬ 
hensive and systematic compilation of one school is evident from 
the references he gives to the views in different matters of other 
preceding writers who dealt with the subject. These works are not 
available now, and we cannot say how much of what Jaimim has 
written is his original work and how much of it borrowed. But it 
may be said with some degree of confidence that it was deemed so 
masterly a work at least of one school that it has survived all other 
attempts that were made before him. Jaimim’s Mimamsa sutras 
were probably written about 200 B.C. and are now the ground work 
of the Mimamsa system. Commentaries were written on it by 
various persons such as Bhartrmitra (alluded to in Nyayaratnakara 
verse 10 of Slokavarttika), Bhavadasa {Pratijhasutra 63), Han and 
Upavarsa (mentioned in Sastradipika). ft is probable that at least 
some of these preceded Sahara, the writer of the famous com¬ 
mentary known as the Sabara-bhasya. It is difficult to say any¬ 
thing about the time in which he flourished. Dr Ganganatha 
J ha would have him about 57 B.C. on the evidence of a current 
verse which speaks of King Vikramaditya as being the son 
of Sabarasvamin by a Ksattriya wife. This bhasya of Sahara 
is the basis of the later Mimamsa works. It was commented 
upon by an unknown person alluded to as Varttikakara by 
Prabhakara and merely referred to as “ yathahuh ” (as they say) 
by Kumarila. Dr Ganganatha Jha says that Prabhakara s com¬ 
mentary Brhati on the Sabara-bhasya was based upon the work 
of this Varttikakara. This Brhati of Prabhakara had another 
commentary on it -^Rjuvim&la by Salikanatha M.sra, who also 
wrote a compendium on the Prabhakara interpretation of Mi¬ 
mamsa called Prakaranapahcika. Tradition says that Prab¬ 
hakara (often referred to as Nibandhakara), whose views are 
often alluded to as “gurumata,” was a pupil of Kumarila. Ku- 
marila Bhatta, who is traditionally believed to be the senior con¬ 
temporary of Sankara (788 A.D.), wrote his celebrated independent 
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position of Sahara's bhasya in three parts known as Sloka- 
varttika (dealing only with the philosophical portion of Sahara’s 
work as contained in the first chapter of the first book known as 
Tarkapada), Tantravarttika (dealing with the remaining three 
chapters of the first book, the second and the third book) and 
Tuptikd (containing brief notes on the remaining nine books) 1 , 
kumarila is referred to by his later followers as Bhatta, Bhatta- 
pada, and Varttikakara. The next great Mimamsa scholar and 
follower of Kumarila was Mandana Mi£ra, the author of Vidhi- 
viveka , Mimatnsdnukramant and the commentator of Tantra- 
varttika, who became later on converted by Sankara to Vedantism. 
Parthasarathi Mi£ra (about nifith century A.D.) wrote his Sdstradi- 
pika, Tantraratna, and Nydyaratnamala following the footprints 
of Kumarila. Amongst the numerous other followers of Kumarila, 
the names of Sucarita MiSra the author of Kdtika and Some^vara 
the author of Nyayasudhd deserve special notice. Ramakj-sna 
Bhatta wrote an excellent commentary on the Tarkapada of Sas- 
tradlpika called the Yuktisnehapurani-siddhdnta-candrika and 
Somanatha wrote his Mayukhamalika on the remaining chapters 
of Sastradipika. Other important current Mimamsa works which 
deserve notice are such as Nydyamdlavistara of Madhava, Subo- 
dhini y MimamsabalaprakaSa of Sankara Bhatta, Nydyakanika of 
Vacaspati MiSra, Mimamsaparibhasa by Krsnayajvan, Mimamsa - 
nydyaprakdsa by Anantadeva, Gaga Bhatta’s Bhattacintdmani y 


etc. Most of the books mentioned here have been consulted in the 
writing of this chapter. The importance of the Mimamsa litera¬ 
ture for a Hindu is indeed great. For not only are all Vedic duties 
to be performed according to its maxims, but even the smrti 
literatures which regulate the daily duties, ceremonials and rituals 
of Hindus even at the present day are all guided and explained 
by them. The legal side of the smrtis consisting of inheritance, 
proprietory rights, adoption, etc. which guide Hindu civil life even 
under the British administration is explained according to the 
Mimamsa maxims. Its relations to the Vedanta philosophy will 
be briefly indicated in the next chapter. Its relations with Nyaya- 
VaiSesika have also been pointed out in various places of this 
chapter. The views of the two schools of Mimamsa as propounded 
by Prabhakara and Kumarila on all the important topics have 


1 Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasada &astvi says, in his introduction to Six Buddhist 
Nydya Tracts, that “Kumarila preceded Sankara by two generations.” 
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;en pointed out. Prabhakara's views however could 


^mmany followers in later times, but while living it is said that 
he was regarded by Kumarila as a very strong rival 1 . Hardly 
any new contribution has been made to the Mlmamsa philosophy 
after Kumarila and Prabhakara. The Mlmamsa sutras deal mostly 
with the principles of the interpretation of the Vedic texts in 
connection with sacrifices, and very little of philosophy can be 
gleaned out of them. Sahara’s contributions are also slight and 
vague VSrttikakara’s views also can only be gathered from the 
references to them by Kumarila and Prabhakara. What we know 
of Mlmamsa philosophy consists of their views and theirs alone. 
It did not develop any further after them. Works written on the 
subject in later times were but of a purely expository nature. I do 
not know of any work on Mlmamsa written in English except 
the excellent one by Dr Ganganatha Jha on the Prabhakara 
Mlmamsa to which I have frequently referred. 

The Paratab-pranmrijm doctrine of Nyaya and the 
Svata^pramSnya doctrine of Mimaipsfl. 

The doctrine of the self-validity of knowledge (svatah- 
pramanya) forms the cornerstone on which the whole structure 
of the Mlmamsa philosophy is based. Validity means the certi¬ 
tude of truth. The Mlmamsa philosophy asserts that all know¬ 
ledge excepting the action of remembering ( sntrti ) or memory is 
valid in itself, for it itself certifies its own truth, and neither 
depends on any other extraneous condition nor on any other 
knowledge for its validity. But Nyaya holds that this self¬ 
validity of knowledge is a question which requires an explanation. 
It is true that under certain conditions a piece of knowledge 
is produced in us, but what is meant by saying that this 
knowledge is a proof of its own truth? When we perceive 
anything as blue, it is the direct result of visual contact, and this 
visual contact cannot certify that the knowledge generated is 
true as the visual contact is not in any touch with the knowledge 



this has of course no historic value. 
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^Iflias conditioned. Moreover, knowledge is a mental affair and 
how can it certify the objective truth of its representation ? In 
other words, how can my perception 0 a blue thing ” guarantee 
that what is subjectively perceived as blue is really so objectively 
as well ? After my perception of anything as blue we do not 
] have any such perception that what I have perceived as blue 
t is really so. So this so-called self-validity of knowledge cannot 
be testified or justified by any perception. We can only be cer¬ 
tain that knowledge has been produced by the perceptual act, but 
there is nothing in this knowledge or its revelation of its object 
from which we can infer that the perception is also objectively 
valid or true. If the production of any knowledge should certify 
its validity then there would be no invalidity, no illusory know¬ 
ledge, and following our perception of even a mirage we should 
never come to grief. But we are disappointed often in our per¬ 
ceptions, and this proves that when we practically follow the 
directions of our perception we are undecided as to its validity, 
which can only be ascertained by the correspondence of the per¬ 
ception with what we find later on in practical experience. Again, 
every piece of knowledge is the result of certain causal colloca¬ 
tions, and as such depends upon them for its production, and 
hence cannot be said to rise without depending on anything else. 
It is meaningless to speak of the validity of knowledge, for 
validity always refers to objective realization of our desires and 
attempts proceeding in accordance with our knowledge. People 
only declare their knowledge invalid when proceeding practically 
in accordance with it they are disappointed. The perception of 
a mirage is called invalid when proceeding in accordance with 
our perception we do not find anything that can serve the pur¬ 
poses of water (e.g. drinking, bathing). The validity or truth of 
knowledge is thus the attainment by practical experience of the 
object and the fulfilment of all our purposes from it ( arthakriya - 
jnana or phalajnand) just as perception or knowledge repre¬ 
sented them to the perceiver. There is thus no self-validity of 
knowledge ( svatah-prdmanyd ), but validity is ascertained by 
samvdda or agreement with the objective facts of experience 1 . 

It is easy to see that this Nyaya objection is based on the 
supposition that knowledge is generated by certain objective 
collocations of conditions, and that knowledge so produced can 

1 See Nydyamafijari , pp. .160-173. 
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^ be tested by its agreement with objective facts. But this 
theory of knowledge is merely an hypothesis; for it can never be 
experienced that knowledge is the product of any collocations ; 
we have a perception and immediately we become aware of cer¬ 
tain objective things; knowledge reveals to us the facts of the 
objective world and this is experienced by us always. But that 
the objective world generates knowledge in us is only an hypothesis 
which can hardly be demonstrated by experience. It is the supreme 
prerogative of knowledge that it reveals all other things. It is not a 
phenomenon like any other phenomenon of the world. When we 
say that knowledge has been produced in us by the external 
collocations, we just take a perverse point of view which is un¬ 
warranted by experience; knowledge only photographs the 
objective phenomena for us; but there is nothing to show that 
knowledge has been generated by these phenomena. This is 
only a theory which applies the ordinary conceptions of causation 
to knowledge and this is evidently unwarrantable. Knowledge is 
not like any other phenomena for it stands above them and 
interprets or illumines them all. There can be no validity in 
things, for truth applies to knowledge and knowledge alone. What 
we call agreement with facts by practical experience is but the 
agreement of previous, knowledge with later knowledge; for ob¬ 
jective facts never come to us directly, they are always taken 
on the evidence of knowledge, and they have no other certainty 
than what is bestowed on them by knowledge. There arise in¬ 
deed different kinds of knowledge revealing different things, but 
these latter do not on that account generate the former, for this 
is never experienced; we are never aware of any objective fact 
before it is revealed by knowledge. Why knowledge makes 
different kinds of revelations is indeed more than we can say, for 
experience only shows that knowledge reveals objective facts and 
not why it does so. The rise of knowledge is never perceived by 
us to be dependent on any objective fact, for all objective facts 
are dependent on it for its revelation or illumination. This is 
what is said to be the self-validity (svatak-pranidnya) of know¬ 
ledge in its production ( utpatti ). As soon as knowledge is pro¬ 
duced, objects are revealed to us; there is no intermediate link 
between the rise of knowledge and the revelation of objects on 
which knowledge depends for producing its action of revealing 
or illuminating them. Thus knowledge is not only independent 
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thing else in its own rise but in its own action as well 
{svakdryakarane svaiah prdmdnyam jndnasya). Whenever there 
is any knowledge it carries with it the impression that it is 
certain and valid, and we are naturally thus prompted to work 
(pravrtti) according to its direction. There is no indecision in 
our mind at the time of the rise of knowledge as to the correct¬ 
ness of knowledge; but just as knowledge rises, it carries with 
it the certainty of its revelation, presence, or action. But in cases 
of illusory perception other perceptions or cognitions dawn which 
carry with them the notion that our original knowledge was not 
valid. Thus though the invalidity of any knowledge may appear 
to us by later experience, and in accordance with which we 
reject our former knowledge, yet when the knowledge first revealed 
itself to us it carried with it the conviction of certainty which 
goaded us on to work according to its indication. Whenever a man 
works according to his knowledge, he does so with the conviction 
that his knowledge is valid, and not in a passive or uncertain temper 
of mind. This is what Mimamsa means when it says that the 
validity of knowledge appears immediately with its rise, though 
its invalidity may be derived from later experience or some other 
data ( jndnasya prdmdnyam svatah aprdmanyam paratah). Know¬ 
ledge attained is proved invalid when later on a contradictory 
experience ( badkakajnana ) comes in or when our organs etc. are 
known to be faulty and defective (karanadosajndna\ It is from 
these that knowledge appearing as valid is invalidated; when 
we take all necessary care to look for these and yet find them 
not, we must think that they do not exist. Thus the validity of 
knowledge certified at the moment of its production need not 
be doubted unnecessarily when even after enquiry we do not find 
any defect in sense or any contradiction in later experience. All 
knowledge except memory is thus regarded as valid independently 
by itself as a general rule, unless it is invalidated later on. Memory 
is excluded because the phenomenon of memory depends upon 
a previous experience, and its existing latent impressions, and 
cannot thus be regarded as arising independently by itself. 


The place of sense organs in perception. 

We have just said that knowledge arises by itself and that it 
could not have been generated by sense-contact. If this be so, 
the diversity of perceptions is however left unexplained. But in 
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of the NySya philosophy explaining all perceptions on the 
ground of diverse sense-contact the Mlmamsa probably could not 
afford to remain silent on such an important point It therefore 
accepted the Nyaya view of sense-contact as a condition of know¬ 
ledge with slight modifications, and yet held their doctrine of 
svatah-pr5m5nya. It does not appear to have been conscious of 
a conflict between these two different principles of the production 
of knowledge. Evidently the point of view from which it looked 
at it was that the fact that there were the senses and contacts 
of them with the objects, or such special capacities in them by 
virtue of which the things could be perceived, was with us a 
matter of inference. Their actions in producing the knowledge 
are never experienced at the time of the rise of knowledge, but 
when the knowledge arises we argue that such and such senses 
must have acted. The only case where knowledge is found to 
be dependent on anything else seems to be the case where one 
knowledge is found to depend on a previous experience or know¬ 
ledge as in the case of memory. In other cases the dependence 
of the rise of knowledge on anything else cannot be felt, for the 
physical collocations conditioning knowledge are not felt to be 
operating before the rise of knowledge, and these are only in¬ 
ferred later on in accordance with the nature and characteristic 
of knowledge. We always have our first start in knowledge 
which is directly experienced from which we may proceed later 
on to the operation and nature of objective facts in relation to it. 
Thus it is that though contact of the senses with the objects 
may later on be imagined to be the conditioning factor, yet the 
rise of knowledge as well as our notion of its validity strikes us 
as original, underived, immediate, and first-hand. 

Prabhakara gives us a sketch as to how the existence of 
the senses may be inferred. Thus our cognitions of objects are 
phenomena which are not all the same, and do not happen always 
in the same manner, for these vary differently at different moments; 
the cognitions of course take place in the soul which may thus 
be regarded as the material cause ( samavayikarana ); but there 
must be some such movements or other specific associations 
( asamavdyikarana ) which render the production of this or 
that specific cognition possible. The immaterial causes subsist 
either in the cause of the material cause (e.g. in the case of the 
colouring of a white piece of cloth, the colour of the yarns which 
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is thecause of the colour in the cloth subsists in the yams which 
form the material cause of the cloth) or in the material cause it¬ 
self (e.g. in the case of a new form of smell being produced in a 
substance by fire-contact, this contact, which is the immaterial 
cause of the smell, subsists in that substance itself which is put 
in the fire and in which the smell is produced). The soul is 
eternal and has no other cause, and it has to be assumed that 
the immaterial cause required for the rise of a cognition must 
inhere in the soul, and hence must be a quality. Then again 
accepting the Nyaya conclusions we know that the rise of qualities 
in an eternal thing can only take place by contact with some 
other substances. Now cognition being a quality which the soul 
acquires would naturally require the contact of such substances. 
Since there is nothing to show that such substances inhere in 
other substances they are also to be taken as eternal. There are 
three eternal substances, time, space, and atoms. But time and 
space being all-pervasive the soul is always in contact with them. 
Contact with these therefore cannot explain the occasional rise 
of different cognitions. This contact must then be of some kind 
of atom which resides in the body ensouled by the cognizing soul. 
This atom may be called manas (mind). This manas alone by 
itself brings about cognitions, pleasure, pain, desire, aversion, 
effort, etc. The manas however by itself is found to be devoid 
of any such qualities as colour, smell, etc., and as such cannot 
lead the soul to experience or cognize these qualities; hence 
it stands in need of such other organs as may be characterized 
by these qualities; for the cognition of colour, the mind will 
need the aid of an organ of which colour is the characteristic 
quality; for the cognition of smell, an organ having the odorous 
characteristic and so on with touch, taste, vision. Now we know 


that the organ which has colour for its distinctive feature must 
be one composed of tejas or light, as colour is a feature of light, 
and this proves the existence of the organ, the eye—for the cogni¬ 
tion of colour; in a similar manner the existence of the earthly 
organ (organ of smell), the aqueous organ (organ of taste), the 
akaSic organ (organ of sound) and the airy organ (organ of 
touch) may be demonstrated. But without manas none of these 
organs is found to be effective. Four necessary contacts have 
to be admitted, (i) of the sense organs with the object, (2) of the 
sense organs with the qualities of the object, (3) of the manas 
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the sense organs, and (4) of the manas with the soul. The 
objects of perception are of three kinds, (1) substances, (2) qualities, 
(3) jati or class. The material substances are tangible objects of 
earth, fire, water, air in large dimensions (for in their fine atomic 
states they cannot be perceived). The qualities are colour, taste, 
smell, touch, number, dimension, separateness, conjunction, dis¬ 
junction, priority, posteriority, pleasure, pain, desire, aversion, and 


effort 1 . 

It may not be out of place here to mention in conclusion that 
Kumarila Bhatta was rather undecided as to the nature of the 
senses or of their contact with the objects. Thus he says that 
the senses may be conceived either as certain functions or 
activities, or as entities having the capacity of revealing things 
without coming into actual contact with them, or that they might 
be entities which actually come in contact with their objects*, and 
he prefers this last view as being more satisfactory. 


Indeterminate and determinate perception. 

There are two kinds of perception in two stages, the first 
stage is called nirvikalpa (indeterminate) and the second savikalpa 
(determinate). The nirvikalpa perception of a thing is its per¬ 
ception at the first moment of the association of the senses and 
their objects. Thus Kumarila says that the cognition that appears 
first is a mere dlocana or simple perception, called non-determinate 
pertaining to the object itself pure and simple, and resembling 
the cognitions that the new-born infant has of things around 
himself. In this cognition neither the genus nor the differentia is 
presented to consciousness; all that is present there is the 
individual wherein these two subsist. This view of indeterminate 
perception may seem in some sense to resemble the Buddhist 
view which defines it as being merely the specific individuality 
(svalaksana) and regards it as being the only valid element in 
perception, whereas all the rest are conceived as being imaginary 

1 See PrakaranapaAcikd, , pp. 5* etc., and Dr Ganganalha Jha’s Prabk&karami - 
ntdmsdy pp. 35 etc. 

3 Slokav&rttika, see PratyakfasHtra , 40 etc., and Ny&yaratn&kara on it. It may be 
noted in this connection that Samkhya-Yoga did not think like Nyaya that the senses 
actually went out to meet the objects [prdpyakdritva) but held that there was a special 
kind of functioning {vrtti) by virtue of which the senses could grasp even such distant 
objects as the sun and the stars. It is the functioning of the sense that reached the 
objects. The nature of this vrtti is not further clearly explained and Parthasarathi objects 
to it as being almost a different category ( tattv&ntara ). 
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impositions. But both Rumania and Prabhakara think that both 
the genus and the differentia are perceived in the indeterminate 
stage, but these do not manifest themselves to us only because 
we & do not remember the other things in relation to which, or in 
contrast to which, the percept has to show its character as genus or 
differentia; a thing can be cognized as an “individual only in 
comparison with other things from which it differs in certain well- 
defined characters; and it can be apprehended as belonging to a 
class only when it is found to possess certain characteristic features 
in common with some other things; so we see that as other things 
are not presented to consciousness through memory, the percept 
at the indeterminate stage cannot be fully apprehended as an 
individual belonging to a class, though the data constituting the 
characteristic of the thing as a genus and its differentia are per¬ 
ceived at the indeterminate stage 1 . So long as other things are not 
remembered these data cannot manifest themselves properly, an 
hence the perception of the thing remains indeterminate at the first 
stage of perception. At the second stage the self by its past im¬ 
pressions brings the present perception in relation to past ones 
and realizes its character as involving universal and particular. It 
is thus apparent that the difference between the indeterminate 
and the determinate perception is this, that in the latter case 
memory of other things creeps in, but this association ot memory 
in the determinate perception refers to those other objects of 
memory and not to the percept. It is also held that though the 
determinate perception is based upon the indeterminate one, yet 
since the former also apprehends certain such factors as did not 
enter into the indeterminate perception, it is to be regarded as 
a valid cognition. Kumarila also agrees with Prabhakara in 
holding both the indeterminate and the determinate perception 
valid*. 


( SL 


Some Ontological Problems connected with the 
Doctrine of Perception. 

The perception of the class (Jati) of a percept in relation to 
other things may thus be regarded in the main as a difference 
between determinate and indeterminate perceptions. The pro¬ 
blems of jati and avayavavayavl (part and whole notion) were 

1 Compare this with the VaiSefika view as interpreted by Srldhara. 

2 See Prakaranapaftcikd and Sastradtpikd. 
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"e subjects of hot dispute in Indian philosophy. Before enter¬ 
ing into discussion about jati, Prabhakara first introduced the 
problem of avayava (part) and avayavi (whole). He argues as 
an exponent of svatah-pramanyavada that the proof of the true 
existence of anything must ultimately rest on our own con¬ 
sciousness, and what is distinctly recognized in consciousness 
must be admitted to have its existence established. Following 
this canon Prabhakara says that gross objects as a whole exist, 
since they are so perceived. The subtle atoms are the material 
cause and their connection ( samyoga) is the immaterial cause 
( asamavayik&rand ), and it is the latter which renders the whole 
altogether different from the parts of which it is composed ; and 
it is not necessary that all the parts should be perceived before the 
whole is perceived. Kumarila holds that it is due to the point of 
view from which we look at a thing that we call it a separate 
whole or only a conglomeration of parts. In reality they are iden¬ 
tical, but when we lay stress on the notion of parts, the thing 
appears to be a conglomeration of them, and when we look at it 
from the point of view of the unity appearing as a whole, the thing 
appears to be a whole of which there are parts (see Slokavarttika , 


Vanavdda ) 1 . 

Jati, though incorporating the idea of having many units within 
one, is different from the conception of whole in this, that it resides 
in its entirety in each individual constituting that jati ( vyamjya• 


1 According to Sarpkhya-Yoga a thing is regarded as the unity of the universal and 
the particular (sdmdnyaviicfasamuddyo dravyam % Vydsabhdfya, ill. 44); for there is no 
other separate entity which is different from them both in which they would inhere 
as Nyaya holds. Conglomerations can be of two kinds, namely those in which the parts 
exist at a distance from one another (e.g. a forest), and those in which they exist close to¬ 
gether (1 nirantardhi tadavayavdh ), and it is this latter combination ( ayutasiddhdvayava ) 
which is called a dravya, but here also there is no separate whole distinct from the parts ; 
it is the parts connected in a particular way and having no perceptible space between 
them that is called a thing or a whole. The Buddhists as Pandita^oka has shown did 
not believe in any whole (avayavi ); it is the atoms which in connection with one 
another appeared as a whole occupying space (paramdnava eva hi pararupadefapari- 
hdrenotpanndk parasparasahitd avabhdsamdnd defavitdnavanto bkavanti). The whole 
is thus a mere appearance and not a reality (see Avayavinirdkarana, Six BuddhistNydya 
Tracts). Nyaya however held that the atoms were partless [niravayava) and hence it 
would be wrong to say that when we see an object we see the atoms. The existence 
of a whole as different from the parts which belong to it is directly experienced and 
there is no valid reason against it: 

‘* adustakarancdbhutamanavirbhutabddhakam 
asandigdanca vijndnam katham mithyeti kathyatc 

PJydyaman/arT, pp. 550 ff. 
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but the establishment of the existence of wholes refutes the 
argument that jati should be denied, because it involves the concep¬ 
tion of a whole (class) consisting of many parts (individuals). The 
class character or jati exists because it is distinctly perceived by 
us in the individuals included in any particular class. It is eternal 
in the sense that it continues to exist in other individuals, even 
when one of the individuals ceases to exist. When a new in¬ 
dividual of that class (e.g. cow class) comes into being, a new 
relation of inherence is generated by which the individual is 
brought into relation with the class-character existing in other 
individuals; for inherence (samavaya) according to Prabhakara 
is not an eternal entity but an entity which is both produced 
and not produced according as the thing in which it exists is 
non-eternal or eternal, and it is not regarded as one as Nyaya 
holds, but as many, according as there is the infinite number of 
things in which it exists. When any individual is destroyed, the 
class-character does not go elsewhere, nor subsist in that in¬ 
dividual, nor is itself destroyed, but it is only the inherence of 
class-character with that individual that ceases to exist. With 
the destruction of an individual or its production it is a new 
relation of inherence that is destroyed or produced. But the class- 


character or jati has no separate existence apart from the indivi¬ 
duals as Nyaya supposes. Apprehension of jati is essentially 
the apprehension of the class-character of a thing in relation to 
other similar things of that class by the perception of the common 
characteristics. But Prabhakara would not admit the existence of 
a highest genus satta (being) as acknowledged by Nyaya. He 
argues that the existence of class-character is apprehended be¬ 
cause we find that the individuals of a class possess some common 
characteristic possessed by all the heterogeneous and disparate 
things of the world as can give rise to the conception of a separate 
jati as satta, as demanded by the naiyayikas. That all things are 
said to be sat (existing) is more or less a word or a name without 
the corresponding apprehension of a common quality. Our ex¬ 
perience always gives us concrete existing individuals, but we 
can never experience such a highest genus as pure existence or 
being, as it has no concrete form which may be perceived. When 
we speak of a thing as sat , we do not mean that it is possessed 
of any such class-characters as satta (being); what we mean 
is simply that the individual has its specific existence or svaru - 
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id. Thus the Nyaya view of perception as taking only 
rig in its pure being apart from qualities, etc. ( sanmatra-visayam 
pratyaksam ) is made untenable by Prabhakara, as according to 
him the thing is perceived direct with all its qualities. According 
to Kumarila however jati is not something different from the 
individuals comprehended by it and it is directly perceived. 
Kumarila’s view of jati is thus similar to that held by Samkhya, 
namely that when we look at an individual from one point of 
view (jati as identical with the individual), it is the individual that 
lays its stress upon our consciousness and the notion of jati be¬ 
comes latent, but when we look at it from another point of view 
(the individual as identical with jati) it is the jati which presents 
itself to consciousness, and the aspect as individual becomes latent. 
The apprehension as jati or as individual is thus only a matter 
of different points of view or angles of vision from which we look 
at a thing. Quite in harmony with the conception of jati, Kumarila 
holds that the relation of inherence is not anything which is dis¬ 
tinct from the things themselves in which it is supposed to exist, 
but only a particular aspect or phase of the things themselves 
{Slokavdrttika, Pratyaksasutra , 149, 150, abhedat samavayo'stu 
svarupam dharmadharminok\ Kumarila agrees with Prabhakara 
that jati is perceived by the senses (tatraikabuddhinirgrahya 
jatirindriyagocara ). 

It is not out of place to mention that on the evidence of 
Prabhakara we find that the category of vi£esa admitted by the 
KanSda school is not accepted as a separate category by the 
Mimamsa on the ground that the differentiation of eternal 
things from one another, for which the category of viSesa is 
admitted, may very well be effected on the basis of the ordinary 
qualities of these things. The quality of prthaktva or specific 
differences in atoms, as inferred by the difference of things they 
constitute, can very well serve the purposes of vi£esa. 


The nature of knowledge. 

All knowledge involves the knower, the known object, and the 
knowledge at the same identical moment. Ail knowledge whether 
perceptual, inferential or of any other kind must necessarily reveal 
the self or the knower directly. Thus as in all knowledge the self 
is directly and immediately perceived, all knowledge may be re¬ 
garded as perception from the point of view of self. The division 
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e pramanas as pratyaksa (perception), anumana (inference), 
etc. is from the point of view of the objects of knowledge with 
reference to the varying modes in which they are brought within 
the purview of knowledge. The self itself however has no illumining 
or revealing powers, for then even in deep sleep we could have 
knowledge, for the self is present even then, as is proved by the 
remembrance of dreams. It is knowledge (samvid) that reveals 
by its very appearance both the self, the knower, and the objects. 
It is generally argued against the self-illuminative character of 
knowledge that all cognitions are of the forms of the objects they 
are said to reveal; and if they have the same form we may rather 
say that they have the same identical reality too. The MlmamsS 
answer to these objections is this, that if the cognition and the 
cognized were not different from one another, they could not 
have been felt as such, and we could not have felt that it is 
by cognition that we apprehend the cognized objects. The 
cognition ( samvedana ) of a person simply means that such a 
special kind of quality ( dharma ) has been manifested in the 
self by virtue of which his active operation with reference to 
a certain object is favoured or determined, and the object of cog¬ 
nition is that with reference to which the active operation of the 
self has been induced. Cognitions are not indeed absolutely form¬ 
less, for they have the cognitional character by which things are 
illumined and manifested. Cognition has no other character than 
this, that it illumines and reveals objects. The things only are 
believed to have forms and only such forms as knowledge reveal 
to us about them. Even the dream cognition is with reference to 
objects that were perceived previously, and of which the im¬ 
pressions were left in the mind and were arotfsed by the 
unseen agency ( adrsta ). Dream cognition is thus only a kind of 
remembrance of that which was previously experienced. Only 
such of the impressions of cognized objects are roused in dreams 
as can beget just that amount of pleasurable or painful experience, 
in accordance with the operation of adrsta, as the person deserves 
to have in accordance with his previous merit or demerit. 

The Prabhakara Mimamsa, in refuting the arguments of those 
who hold that our cognitions of objects are themselves cognized 
by some other cognition, says that this is not possible, since we 
do not experience any such double cognition and also because it 
would lead us to a regrcssus ad infinitum, for if a second cognition 
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is necessary to interpret the first, then that would require a third 
and so on. If a cognition could be the object of another cognition, 
then it could not be self-valid. The cognition is not of course un¬ 
known to us, but that is of course because it is self-cognized, and 
reveals itself to us the moment it reveals its objects. From the 
illumination of objects also we can infer the presence of this self- 
cognizing knowledge. But it is only its presence that is inferred 
and not the cognition itself, for inference can only indicate the 
presence of an object and not in the form in which it can be 
apprehended by perception (pratyaksd). PrabhSkara draws a 
subtle distinction between perceptuality ( samvedyatva ) and being 
object of knowledge ( prameyatva ). A thing can only be appre¬ 
hended ( samvedyate ) by perception, whereas inference can only 
indicate the presence of an object without apprehending the 
object itself. Our cognition cannot be apprehended by any other 
cognition. Inference can only indicate the presence or existence 
of knowledge but cannot apprehend the cognition itself 1 . 

Kumarila also agrees with PrabhSkara in holding that per¬ 


ception is never the object of another perception and that it ends 
in the direct apprehensibility of the object of perception. But he 
says that every perception involves a relationship between the 
perceiver and the perceived, wherein the perceiver behaves as 
the agent whose activity in grasping the object is known as cog¬ 
nition. This is indeed different from the Prabhakara view, that 
in one manifestation of knowledge the knower, the known, and 
the knowledge, are simultaneously illuminated (the doctrine of 


triputipratyaksay. 


The Psychology of Illusion. 

The question however arises that if all apprehensions are 
valid, how are we to account for illusory perceptions which cannot 
be regarded as valid ? The problem of illusory perception and 
its psychology is a very favourite topic of discussion in Indian 
philosophy. Omitting the theory of illusion of the Jains called 
saikkyati which we have described before, and of the Vedantists, 
which we shall describe in the next chapter, there are three 
different theories of illusion, viz. (i) dtmakhyati, (2) viparitakhyatt 
or anyathdkkyati, and (3) akhyati of the Mimamsa school. The 

1 See PrabASkaramfmdmsd, by Dr Ganganatha Jha. 

* loc. cit. pp. a6-28. 
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viparltakhyati or anyathakhyati theory of illusion is accepted by 
the Nyaya, VaiSesika and the Yoga, the akhySti theory by 
Mlmamsa and Samkhya and the atmakhySti by the Buddhists. 

The commonest example of illusion in Indian philosophy is 
the illusory appearance of a piece of broken conch-shell as a piece 
of silver. That such an illusion occurs is a fact which is experienced 
by all and agreed to by all. The differences of view are with regard 
to its cause or its psychology. The idealistic Buddhists who deny 
the existence of the external world and think that there are only 
the forms of knowledge, generated by the accumulated karma of 
past lives, hold that just as in the case of a correct perception, so 
also in the case of illusory perception it is the flow of knowledge 
which must be held responsible. The flow of knowledge on account 
of the peculiarities of its own collocating conditions generates 
sometimes what we call right perception and sometimes wrong 
perception or illusion. On this view nothing depends upon the so- 
called external data. For they do not exist, and even if they did 
exist, why should the same data sometimes bring about the right 
perception and sometimes the illusion? The flow of knowledge 
creates both the percept and the perceiver and unites them. This 
is true both in the case of correct perception and illusory per¬ 
ception. Nyaya objects to the above view, and says that if 
knowledge irrespective of any external condition imposes upon 
itself the knower and the illusory percept, then the perception 
ought to be of the form “I am silver” and not “this is silver.” 
Moreover this theory stands refuted, as it is based upon a false 
hypothesis that it is the inner knowledge which appears as coming 
from outside and that the external as such does not exist. 

The viparltakhyati or the anyathakhyati theory supposes that 
the illusion takes place because on account of malobservation we 
do not note the peculiar traits of the conch-shell as distinguished 
from the silver, and at the same time by the glow etc. of the 
conch-shell unconsciously the silver which I had seen elsewhere 
is remembered and the object before me is taken as silver. In 
illusion the object before us with which our eye is associated is 
not conch-shell, for the traits peculiar to it not being grasped, it 
is merely an object. The silver is not utterly non-existent, for it 
exists elsewhere and it is the memory of it as experienced before 
that creates confusion and leads us to think of the conch-shell as 
silver. This school agrees with the akhyati school that the fact 
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jafM remember silver is not taken note of at the time 
illusion. But it holds that the mere non-distinction is not enough 
to account for the phenomenon of illusion, for there is a definite 
positive aspect associated with it, viz. the false identification of 
silver (seen elsewhere) with the conch-shell before us. 

The akhyati theory of MlmSmsa holds that since the special 
peculiarities of the conch-shell are not noticed, it is erroneous 
to say that we identify or cognize positively the conch-shell as 
the silver (perceived elsewhere), for the conch-shell is not cog¬ 
nized at all. What happens here is simply this, that only the 
features common to conch-shell and silver being noticed, the per- 
ceiver fails to apprehend the difference between these two things, 
and this gives rise to the cognition of silver. Owing to a certain 
weakness of the mind the remembrance of silver roused by the 
common features of the conch-shell and silver is not apprehended, 
and the fact that it is only a memory of silver seen in- some past 
time that has appeared before him is not perceived; and it is as 
a result of this non-apprehension of the difference between the 
silver remembered and the present conch-shell that the illusion 
takes place. Thus, though the illusory perception partakes of a 
dual character of remembrance and apprehension, and as such is 
different from the ordinary valid perception (which is wholly a 
matter of direct apprehension) of real silver before us, yet as the 
difference between the remembrance of silver and the sight of 
the present object is not apprehended, the illusory perception 
appears at the moment of its production to be as valid as a real 
valid perception. Both give rise to the same kind of activity on 
the part of the agent, for in illusory perception the perceiver 
would be as eager to stoop and pick up the thing as in the case 
of a real perception. Kumarila agrees with this view as expounded 
by Prabhakara, and further says that the illusory judgment is as 
valid to the cognizor at the time that he has the cognition as any 
real judgment could be. If subsequent experience rejects it, that 
does not matter, for it is admitted in Mlmamsa that when later 
experience finds out the defects of any perception it can invalidate 
the original perception which was self-valid at the time of its 
production 1 . It is easy to see that the Mlmamsa had to adopt 
this view of illusion to maintain the doctrine that all cognition 
at the moment of its production is valid. The akhyati theory 

1 See Prakaranapafkikrl , Sistradifiki , and Shkaoirttika , sutra ». 
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tries to establish the view that the illusion is not due to any 
positive wrong knowledge, but to a mere negative factor of non¬ 
apprehension due to certain weakness of mind. So it is that 
though illusion is the result, yet the cognition so far as it is cog¬ 
nition, is made up of two elements, the present perception and 
memory, both of which are true so far as they are individually 
present to us, and the cognition itself has all the characteristics of 
any other valid knowledge, for the mark of the validity of a cogni¬ 
tion is its power to prompt us to action. In doubtful cognitions also, 
as in the case “Is this a post or a man?” what is actually perceived 
is some tall object and thus far it is valid too. But when this 
perception gives rise to two different kinds of remembrance (of 
the pillar and the man), doubt comes in. So the element of ap¬ 
prehension involved in doubtful cognitions should be regarded 
as self-valid as any other cognition. 

Inference. 

Sahara says that when a certain fixed or permanent relation 
has been known to exist between two things, we can have the 
idea of one thing when the other one is perceived, and this kind 
of knowledge is called inference. Kumarila on the basis of this 
tries to show that inference is only possible when we notice 
that in a laige number of cases two things (e.g. smoke and fire) 
subsist together in a third thing (e.g. kitchen, etc.) in some inde¬ 
pendent relation, i.e. when their coexistence does not depend 
upon any other eliminable condition or factor. It is also neces¬ 
sary that the two things (smoke and fire) coexisting in a third 
thing should be so experienced that all cases of the existence of 
one thing should also be cases involving the existence of the 
other, but the cases of the existence of one thing (e.g. fire), 
though including all the cases of the existence of the other 
(smoke), may have yet a more extensive sphere where the latter 
(smoke) may not exist. When once a permanent relation, whether 
it be a case of coexistence (as in the case of the contiguity of 
the constellation of Krttika with RohinI, where, by the rise of the 
former the early rise of the latter may be inferred), or a case of 
identity (as in the relation between a genus and its species), or 
a case of cause and effect or otherwise between two things and 
a third thing which had been apprehended in a large number of 
cases, is perceived, they fuse together in the mind as forming 
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one whole, and as a result of that when the existence of the 
one (e.g. smoke) in a thing (hill) is noticed, we can infer the 
existence of the thing (hill) with its counterpart (fire). In all 
such cases the thing (e.g. fire) which has a sphere extending 
beyond that in which the other (e.g. smoke) can exist is called 
gamy a or vydpaka and the other (e.g. smoke) vydpya or gamaka 
and it is only by the presence of gamaka in a thing (e.g. hill, 
the paksa) that the other counterpart the gamya (fire) may be 
inferred. The general proposition, universal coexistence of the 
gamaka with the gamya (e.g. wherever there is smoke there is 
fire) cannot be the cause of inference, for it is itself a case 
of inference. Inference involves the memory of a permanent 
relation subsisting between two things (e.g. smoke and fire) in a 
third thing (e.g. kitchen); but the third thing is remembered only 
in a general way that the coexisting things must have a place 
where they are found associated. It is by virtue of such a memory 
that the direct perception of a basis (e.g. hill) with the gamaka 
thing (e.g. smoke) in it would naturally bring to my mind that 
the same basis (hill) must contain the gamya (i.e. fire) also. 
Every case of inference thus proceeds directly from a perception 
and not from any universal general proposition. Kumarila holds 
that the inference gives us the minor as associated with the major 
and not of the major alone, i.e. of the fiery mountain and not of 
fire. Thus inference gives us a new knowledge, for though it was 


known in a general way that the possessor of smoke is the pos¬ 
sessor of fire, yet the case of the mountain was not anticipated 
and the inference of the fiery mountain is thus a distinctly new 
knowledge {desakdlddhikyadyuktamagrhitagrahitvam anumana - 
sya , NyityaratnZkara , p. 363) *. It should also be noted that in 
forming the notion of the permanent relation between two things, 
a third thing in which these two subsist is always remembered 
and for the conception of this permanent relation it is enough 
that in the large number of cases where the concomitance was 
noted there was no knowledge of any case where the concomit¬ 
ance failed, and it is not indispensable that the negative instances 
in which the absence of the gamya or vyapaka was marked by an 

1 It is important to note that it is not unlikely that Kumarila was indebted to 
Dinnaga for this ; for Dinnaga’s main contention is that “ it is not fire, nor the con¬ 
nection between it and the hill, but it is the fiery hill that is inferred ” for otherwise 
inference would give us no new knowledge (see Vidyabhusana’s Indian Logic, p. 87 


and T&iparyatikd , p. 120. 
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ence of the gamaka or vyapya, should also be noted, for a 
knowledge of such a negative relation is not indispensable for 
the forming of the notion of the permanent relation 1 . The ex¬ 
perience of a large number of particular cases in which any two 
things were found to coexist together in another thing in some 
relation associated with the non-perception of any case of failure 
creates an expectancy in us of inferring the presence of the 
gamya in that thing in which the gamaka is perceived to exist 
in exactly the same relation* In those cases where the circle of 
the existence of the gamya coincides with the circle of the exist¬ 
ence of the gamaka, each of them becomes a gamaka for the other. 
It is clear that this form of inference not only includes all cases 
of cause and effect, of genus and species but also all cases of 


coexistence as well. 

The question arises that if no inference is possible without 
a memory of the permanent relation, is not the self-validity 
of inference destroyed on that account, for memory is not re¬ 
garded as self-valid. To this Kumarila’s answer is that memory 
is not invalid, but it has not the status of pramana, as it does 
not bring to us a new knowledge. But inference involves the 
acquirement of a new knowledge in this, that though the coex¬ 
istence of two things in another was known in a number of cases, 
yet in the present case a new case of the existence of the gamya 
in a thing is known from the perception of the existence of the 
gamaka and this knowledge is gained by a means which is not 
perception, for it is only the gamaka that is seen and not the 
gamya. If the gamya is also seen it is no inference at all. 

As regards the number of propositions necessary for the ex¬ 
plicit statement of the process of inference for convincing others 
,(pararthanumana :) both Kumarila and Prabhakara hold that three 
premisses are quite sufficient for inference. Thus the first three 
premisses pratijfia, hetu and drstanta may quite serve the purpose 
of an anumSna. 

There are two kinds of anumSna according to Kumarila 
viz. pratyaksatodrstasambandha and samanyatodrstasambandha. 
The former is that kind of inference where the permanent 


1 Kumarila strongly opposes a Buddhist view that concomitance (vydpti ) is ascer¬ 
tained only by the negative instances and not by the positive ones. 

a “ tasmadanavagoit'pisarvatrdnvaye sarvataSca. vyatireke bahufah sdkity&vagama- 
matr&dcva vyabkicdrddartonasan&ihddanumdnotpattirahgikartavyah. ” Nydyaratnd- 
kara, p. 288. 
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[on between two concrete things, as in the case of smoke a 
.life, has been noticed. The latter is that kind of inference where 
the permanent relation is observed not between two concrete 
things but between two general notions, as in the case of move¬ 
ment and change of place, e.g. the perceived cases where there is 
change of place there is also motion involved with it; so from the 
change of place of the sun its motion is inferred and it is held 
that this general notion is directly perceived like all universals 1 2 . 

Prabhakara recognizes the need of forming the notion of the 
permanent relation, but he does not lay any stress on the fact 
that this permanent relation between two things (fire and smoke) 
is taken in connection with a third thing in which they both 
subsist. He says that the notion of the permanent relation be¬ 
tween two things is the main point, whereas in all other associa¬ 
tions of time and place the things in which these two subsist 


together are taken only as adjuncts to qualify the two things 
(e.g. fire and smoke). It is also necessary to recognize the fact that 
though the concomitance of smoke in fire is only conditional, the 
concomitance of the fire in smoke is unconditional and abso¬ 
lute 3 . When such a conviction is firmly rooted in the mind that 
the concept of the presence of smoke involves the concept of the 
presence of fire, the inference of fire is made as soon as any 
smoke is seen. Prabhakara counts separately the fallacies of the 
minor ( paksdbhasa ), of the enunciation (pratijftnbkasa) and of 
the example ( drstantabkasa :) along with the fallacies of the middle 
and this seems to indicate that the Mimamsa logic was not alto¬ 
gether free from Buddhist influence. The cognition of smoke 
includes within itself the cognition of fire also, and thus there 
would be nothing left unknown to be cognized by the inferential 
cognition. But this objection has little force with Prabhakara, 
for he does not admit that a pramana should necessarily bring 
us any new knowledge, for pramana is simply defined as “appre¬ 
hension.” So though the inferential cognition always pertains to 
things already known it is yet regarded by him as a pramana, 
since it is in any case no doubt an apprehension. 


1 See Slokavarttika , Nyayaratn&kara, §astradipik &, Yuktisnehapuranl , Siddh&n- 
iacandrikd on anumana. 

2 On the subject of the means of assuring oneself that there is no condition (upddhi) 
which may vitiate the inference, Prabhakara has nothing new to tell us. He says that 
where even after careful enquiry in a large number of cases the condition cannot be 
discovered we must say that it does not exist ( pray amend nvtsyamdne aupadhihatvS,- 

navagain at , see Prakara napancikd , p. 71). 
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Upamana and Artkapatti 

Upamana, Arthapatti. 

Analogy ( upamana ) is accepted by Mlmamsa in a sense which 
is different from that in which Nyaya took it. The man who 
has seen a cow {go) goes to the forest and sees a wild ox 
(gavaya), and apprehends the similarity of the gavaya with 
the go, and then cognizes the similarity of the go (which is not 
within the limits of his perception then) with the gavaya. The 
cognition of this similarity of the gavaya in the go, as it follows 
directly from the perception of the similarity of the go in the 
gavaya, is called upamana (analogy). It is regarded as a sepa¬ 
rate pramana, because by it we can apprehend the similarity 
existing in a thing which is not perceived at the moment. It is 
not mere remembrance, for at the time the go was seen the 
gavaya was not seen, and hence the similarity also was not seen, 
and what was not seen could not be remembered. The difference 
of Prabhakara and Kumarila on this point is that while the 
latter regards similarity as only a quality consisting, in the fact 
of more than one object having the same set of qualities, the 
former regards it as a distinct category. 

Artkapatti (implication) is a new pramana which is admitted 
by the Mlmamsa. Thus when we know that a person Devadatta 
is alive and perceive that he is not in the house, we cannot re¬ 
concile these two facts, viz. his remaining alive and his not being 
in the house without presuming his existence somewhere outside 
the house, and this method of cognizing the existence of Deva¬ 
datta outside the house is called artkapatti (presumption or 
implication). 

The exact psychological analysis of the mind in this artha¬ 
patti cognition is a matter on which Prabhakara and Kumarila 
disagree. Prabhakara holds that when a man knows that Deva¬ 
datta habitually resides in his house but yet does not find him 
there, his knowledge that Devadatta is living (though acquired 
previously by some other means of proof) is made doubtful, and 
the cause of this doubt is that he does not find Devadatta at his 
house. The absence of Devadatta from the house is not the cause 
of implication, but it throws into doubt the very existence of Deva¬ 
datta, and thus forces us to imagine that Devadatta must remain 
somewhere outside. That can only be found by implication, 
without the hypothesis of which the doubt cannot be removed. 
The mere absence of Devadatta from the house is not enough for 
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.king the presumption that he is outside the house, for he 
might also be dead. But I know that Devadatta was living and 
also that he was not at home; this perception of his absence from 
home creates a doubt as regards my first knowledge that he is 
living, and it is for the removal of this doubt that there creeps in 
the presumption that he must be living somewhere else. The 
perception of the absence of Devadatta through the intermediate 
link of a doubt passes into the notion of a presumption that he 
must then remain somewhere else. In inference there is no ele¬ 
ment of doubt, for it is only when the smoke is perceived to exist 
beyond the least element of doubt that the inference of the fire 
is possible, but in presumption the perceived non-existence in the 
house leads to the presumption of an external existence only 
when it has thrown the fact of the man’s being alive into doubt 
and uncertainty 1 . 

Kumarila however objects to this explanation of Prabhakara, 
and says that if the fact that Devadatta is living is made doubt¬ 
ful by the absence of Devadatta at his house, then the doubt 
may as well be removed by the supposition that Devadatta is 
dead, for it does not follow that the doubt with regard to the life 
of Devadatta should necessarily be resolved by the supposition 
of his being outside the house. Doubt can only be removed 
when the cause or the root of doubt is removed, and it does not 
follow that because Devadatta is not in the house therefore he is 
living. If it was already known that Devadatta was living and his 
absence from the house creates the doubt, how then can the very 
fact which created the doubt remove the doubt? The cause of 
doubt cannot be the cause of its removal too. The real procedure 
of the presumption is quite the other way. The doubt about 
the life of Devadatta being removed by previous knowledge or 
by some other means, we may presume that he must be outside 
the house when he is found absent from the house. So there can¬ 
not be any doubt about the life of Devadatta. It is the certainty 
of his life associated with the perception of his absence from the 
house that leads us to the presumption of his external existence. 
There is an opposition between the life of Devadatta and his 
absence from the house, and the mind cannot come to rest without 
the presumption of his external existence. The mind oscillates 
between two contradictory poles both of which it accepts but 
1 See Prakaranapaficiki , pp. 113-115. 
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reconcile, and as a result of that finds an outlet and a 
conciliation in the presumption that the existence of Devadatta 
must be found outside the house. 

Well then, if that be so, inference may as well be interpreted 
as presumption. For if we say that we know that wherever there 
is smoke there is fire, and then perceive that there is smoke 
in the hill, but no fire, then the existence of the smoke becomes 
irreconcilable, or the universal proposition of the concomitance 
of smoke with fire becomes false, and hence the presumption 
that there is fire in the hill. This would have been all right if 
the universal concomitance of smoke with fire could be known 
otherwise than by inference. But this is not so, for the concomit¬ 
ance was seen only in individual cases, and from that came the 
inference that wherever there is smoke there is- fire. It cannot 
be said that the concomitance perceived in individual cases suf¬ 
fered any contradiction without the presumption of the universal 
proposition (wherever there is smoke there is fire); thus artha¬ 
patti is of no avail here and inference has to be accepted. Now 
when it is proved that there are cases where the purpose of in¬ 
ference cannot be served by arthapatti, the validity of inference 
as a means of proof becomes established. That being done we 
admit that the knowledge of the fire in the hill may come to us 
either by inference or by arthapatti. 

So inference also cannot serve the purpose of arthapatti, for 
in inference also it is the hetu (reason) which is known first, and 
later on from that the sSdhya (what is to be proved); both of 
them however cannot be apprehended at the same moment, and 
it is exactly this that distinguishes arthapatti from anumSna. 
For arthapatti takes place where, without the presumption of 
Devadatta’s external existence, the absence from the house of 
Devadatta who is living cannot be comprehended. If Devadatta is 
living he must exist inside or outside the house. The mind cannot 
swallow a contradiction, and hence without presuming the external 
existence of Devadatta even the perceived non-existence cannot 
be comprehended. It is thus that the contradiction is resolved by 
presuming his existence outside the house. Arthapatti is thus 
the result of arthSnupapatti or the contradiction of the present 
perception with a previously acquired certain knowledge. 

It is by this arthapattipramana that we have to admit that 
there is a special potency in seeds by which they produce the 
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^ ^^jftbots, and that a special potency is believed to exist in sacrifices 
by which these can lead the sacrificer to Heaven or some such 
beneficent state of existence. 


Sabda pramana. 

£abda or word is regarded as a separate means of proof by 
most of the recognized Indian systems of thought excepting the 
Jaina, Buddhist, Carvaka and Vateesika. A discussion on this 
topic however has but little philosophical value and I have there¬ 
fore omitted to give any attention to it in connection with the 
Nyaya, and the Samkhya-Yoga systems. The validity and au¬ 
thority of the Vedas were acknowledged by all Hindu writers and 
they had wordy battles over it with the Buddhists who denied 
it. Some sought to establish this authority on the supposition 
that they were the word of God, while others, particularly the 
MlmSmsists strove to prove that they were not written by any¬ 
one, and had no beginning in time nor end and were eternal. 
Their authority was not derived from the authority of any 
trustworthy person or God. Their words are valid in themselves. 
Evidently a discussion on these matters has but little value with 
us, though it was a very favourite theme of debate in the old 
days of India. It was in fact the most important subject for 
Mimamsa, for the Mimamsa sutras were written for the purpose 
of laying down canons for a right interpretation of the Vedas. 
The slight extent to which it has dealt with its own epistemo¬ 
logical doctrines has been due solely to their laying the foun¬ 
dation of its structure of interpretative maxims, and not to 
writing philosophy for its own sake. It does not dwell so much 
upon salvation as other systems do, but seeks to serve as a 
rational compendium of maxims with the help of which the 
Vedas may be rightly understood and the sacrifices rightly per¬ 
formed. But a brief examination of the doctrine of word (Sabda') 
as a means of proof cannot be dispensed with in connection with 
Mimamsa as it is its very soul. 

Sabda (word) as a pramana means the knowledge that we 
get about things (not within the purview of our perception) from 
relevant sentences by understanding the meaning of the words of 
which they are made up. These sentences may be of two kinds, 
viz. those uttered by men and those which belong to the Vedas. 
The first becomes a valid means of knowledge when it is not 
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by untrustworthy persons and the second is valid 
The meanings of words are of course known to us 
before, and cannot therefore be counted as a means of proof; 
but the meanings of sentences involving a knowledge of the 
relations of words cannot be known by any other acknowledged 
means of proof, and it is for this that we have to accept Sabda 
as a separate means of proof. Even if it is admitted that the 
validity of any sentence may be inferred on the ground of its 
being uttered by a trustworthy person, yet that would not 
explain how we understand the meanings of sentences, for when 
even the name or person of a writer or speaker is not known, 
we have no difficulty in understanding the meaning of any 
sentence. 

Prabhakara thinks that all sounds are in the form of letters, 
or are understandable as combinations of letters. The constituent 
letters of a word however cannot yield any meaning, and are 
thus to be regarded as elements of auditory perception which 
serve as a means for understanding the meaning of a word. The 
reason of our apprehension of the meaning of any word is to be 
found in a separate potency existing in the letters by which the 
denotation of the word may be comprehended The percep¬ 
tion of each letter-sound vanishes the moment it is uttered, but 
leaves behind an impression which combines with the impressions 
of the successively dying perceptions of letters, and this brings 
about the whole word which contains the potency of bringing 
about the comprehension of a certain meaning. If even on hearing 
a word the meaning cannot be comprehended, it has to be ad¬ 
mitted that the hearer lacks certain auxiliaries necessary for the 
purpose. As the potency of the word originates from the separate 
potencies of the letters, it has to be admitted that the latter is 
the direct cause of verbal cognition. Both Prabhakara and 
KumSrila agree on this point 

Another peculiar doctrine expounded here is that all words 
have natural denotative powers by which they themselves out of 
their own nature refer to certain objects irrespective of their com¬ 
prehension or non-comprehension by the hearer. The hearer will 
not understand the meaning unless it is known to him that the 
word in question is expressive of such and such a meaning, 
but the word was all along competent to denote that meaning 
and it is the hearer’s knowledge of that fact that helps him to 
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ierstand the meaning of a word. Mimamsa does not think 
that the association of a particular meaning with a word is due 
to conventions among people who introduce and give meanings 
to the words 1 . Words are thus acknowledged to be denotative 
of themselves. It is only about proper names that convention 
is admitted to be the cause of denotation. It is easy to see 
the bearing of this doctrine on the self-validity of the Vedic 
commandments, by the performance of which such results would 
arise as could not have been predicted by any other person. 
Again all words are believed to be eternally existent; but though 
they are ever present some manifestive agency is required by 
which they are manifested to us. This manifestive agency con¬ 
sists of the effort put forth by the man who pronounces the 
word. NySya thinks that this effort of pronouncing is the cause 
that produces the word while MimSmsS thinks that it only mani¬ 
fests to the hearer the ever-existing word. 

- The process by which according to PrabhSkara the meanings 
of words are acquired may be exemplified thus: a senior com¬ 
mands a junior to bring a cow and to bind a horse, and the 
child on noticing the action of the junior in obedience to the 
seniors commands comes to understand the meaning of “ cow ” 
and “ horse.” Thus according to him the meanings of words can 
only be known from words occuring in injunctive sentences; he 
deduces from this the conclusion that words must denote things 
only as related to the other factors of the injunction ( anvitdbhid - 
harm vada\ and no word can be comprehended as having any 
denotation when taken apart from such a sentence. This doctrine 
holds that each word yields its meaning only as being generally 
related to other factors or only as a part of an injunctive sentence, 
thus the word gam accusative case of go (cow) means that it is 
intended that something is to be done with the cow or the bovine 
genus, and it appears only as connected with a specific kind of 
action, viz. bringing in the sentence gam anaya —bring the cow. 
KumSrila however thinks that words independently express 
separate meanings which are subsequently combined into a sen¬ 
tence expressing one connected idea ( abhihitanvayavada ). Thus 
in gam anaya , according to Kumarila, gam means the bovine 
class in the accusative character and anaya independently means 

1 According to Nyaya God created all words and associated them with their 
meanings. 
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hese two are then combined into the meaning " bring th< 
But on the former theory the word gam means that it is 
connected with some kind of action, and the particular sentence 
only shows what the special kind of action is, as in the above 
sentence it appears as associated with bringing, but it cannot 
have any meaning separately by itself. This theory of Kumarila 
which is also the Nyaya theory is called abhihitanvayavada 1 . 

Lastly according to Prabhakara it is only the Veda that can 
be called £abda~pramana, and only those sentences of it which 
contain injunctions (such as, perform this sacrifice in this way 
with these things). In all other cases the validity of words is 
only inferred on the ground of the trustworthy character of the 
speaker. But Kumarila considers the words of all trustworthy 
persons as §abda-pramana. 


The Pramana of Non-perception (anupalabdhi). 

In addition to the above pramanas Kumarila admits a fifth 
kind of pramana, viz. anupalabdhi for the perception of the non¬ 
existence of a thing. Kumarila argues that the non-existence of 
a thing (e.g. there is no jug in this room) cannot be perceived 
by the senses, for there is nothing with which the senses could 
come into contact in order to perceive the non-existence. Some 
people prefer to explain this non-perception as a case of anumana. 
They say that wherever there is the existence of a visible object 
there is the vision of it by a perceiver. When there is no vision 
of a visible object, there is no existence of it also. But it is easy 
to see that such an inference presupposes the perception of want 
of vision and want of existence, but how these non-perceptions 
are to be accounted for is exactly the point to be solved. How 
can the perception of wantof vision orwantof existence begrasped? 
It is for this that we have to admit a separate mode of pramana 
namely anupalabdhi. 

All things exist in places either in a positive (sadrupa) or in 
a negative relation (« asadrupa\ and it is only in the former case 

x See Prabhdkaramtm&msfi, by Dr GafiganStha Jba and S. N. Dasgupta’s Study cf 
Patanjatit appendix. It may be noted in this connection that Mlm&ins& did not favour 
the Sphota doctrine of sound which consists in the belief that apart from the momentary' 
sounds of letters composing a word, there was a complete word form which was mani¬ 
fested (sphota) but not created by the passing sounds of the syllables. The work of 
the syllable sounds is only to project this word-manifestation. See Vacaspati’s Tattva - 
bindu , .S dokavdrttika and PrakaranapaHcikd. For. the doctrine of anvitabhidhana see 
6 ali kanatha’s V&ky&rth am&trJkdvrtti, 
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they come within the purview of the senses, 

• case the perception of the negative existence can only be 
had by a separate mode of the movement of the mind which we 
designate as a separate pramSna as anupalabdhi. PrabhSkara 
holds that non-perception of a visible object in a place is only the 
perception of the empty place, and that therefore there is no need 
of admitting a separate pramSna as anupalabdhi. For what is 
meant by empty space ? If it is necessary that for the perception, 
of the non-existence of jug there should be absolutely empty 
space before us, then if the place be occupied by a stone we ought 
not to perceive the non-existence of the jug, inasmuch as the 
place is not absolutely empty. If empty space is defined as that 
which is not associated with the jug, then the category of negation 
is practically admitted as a separate entity. If the perception of 
empty space is defined as the perception of space at the moment ‘ 
which we associated with a want of knowledge about the jug, then 
j*lso want of knowledge as a separate entity has to be accepted, 
which amounts to the same thing as the admission of the want or 
negation of the jug. Whatever attempt may be made to explain 
the notion of negation by any positive conception, it will at best 
be an attempt to shift negation from the objective field to know¬ 
ledge, or in other words to substitute for the place of the external 
absence of a thing an associated want of knowledge about the 
thing (in spite of its being a visible object) and this naturally ends 
in failure, for negation as a separate category has to be admitted 
either in the field of knowledge or in the external world. Nega¬ 
tion or abhava as a separate category has anyhow to be admitted. 

It is said that at the first moment only the ground is seen without 
any knowledge of the jug or its negation, and then at the next 
moment comes the comprehension of the non-existence of the jug 
But this also means that the moment of the perception of the 
ground is associated with the want of knowledge of the jug or 
its negation. But this comes to the same thing as the admission 
of negation as a separate category, for what other meaning can 
there be in the perception of “ only the ground ” if it is not meant 
that it (the perception of the ground) is associated with or quali¬ 
fied by the want of knowledge of the jug ? For the perception of 
the ground cannot generate the notion of the non-existence of 
the jug, since even where there is a jug the ground is perceived. 
The qualifying phrase that “ only the ground is perceived ” be- 
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W11IW meaningless, if things whose presence is excluded are not 
specified as negative conditions qualifying the perception of the 
ground. And this would require that we had already the notion 
of negation in us, which appeared to us of itself in a special 
manner unaccountable by other means of proof. It should also 
be noted that non-perception of a sensible object generates the 
notion of negation immediately and not through other negations, 
and this is true not only of things of the present moment but also 
of the memory of past perceptions of non-existence, as when we 
remember that there was no jug here. Anupalabdhi is thus a 
separate pramana by which the absence or want of a sensible 
object—the negation of a thing—can be comprehended. 


Self, Salvation, God. 

* Mimamsa has to accept the existence of soul, for without it 
who would perform the Vedic commandments, and what would 
be the meaning of those Vedic texts which speak of men as per¬ 
forming sacrifices and going to Heaven thereby? The soul is 
thus regarded as something entirely distinct from the body, the 
sense organs, and buddhi; it is eternal, omnipresent, and many, 
one in each body. Prabhakara thinks that it is manifested to us in 
all cognitions. Indeed he makes this also a proof for the existence 
of self as a separate entity from the body, for had it not been so, 
why should we have the notion of self-persistence in all our cog¬ 
nitions—even in those where there is no perception of the body? 
Kumarila however differs from Prabhakara about this analysis of 
the consciousness of self in our cognitions, and says that even 
though we may not have any notion of the parts of our body or 
their specific combination, yet the notion of ourselves as embodied 
beings always appears in all our cognitions. Moreover in our 
cognitions of external objects we are not always conscious of the 
self as the knower; so it is not correct to say that seif is different 
from the body on the ground that the consciousness of self is 
present in all our cognitions, and that the body is not cognized in 
many of our cognitions. But the true reason for admitting that 
the self is different from the body is this, that movement or 
willing, knowledge, pleasure, pain, etc., cannot be attributed to 
the body, for though the body exists at death these cannot then be 
found. So it has to be admitted that they must belong to some 
other entity owing to the association with which the body ap- 
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^ wto be endowed with movement etc. Moreover knowledge, 
feeling, etc. though apparent to the perceiver, are not yet per¬ 
ceived by others as other qualities of the body, as colour etc., 
are perceived by other men. It is a general law of causation 
that the qualities of the constituent elements (in the cause) impart 
themselves to the effect, but the earth atoms of which the body 
is made updo not contain the qualities of knowledge etc, and 
this also corroborates the inference of a separate entity as the 
vehicle of knowledge etc. The objection is sometimes raised that 
if the soul is omnipresent how can it be called an agent or a 
mover? But Mimamsa does not admit that movement means 
atomic motion, for the principle of movement is the energy which 
moves the atoms, and this is possessed by the omnipresent soul. 
It is by the energy imparted by it to the body that the latter 
moves. So it is that though the soul does not move it is called an 
agent on account of the fact that it causes the movement of 
the body. The self must also be understood as being different 
from the senses, for even when one loses some of the senses 
he continues to perceive his self all the same as persisting all 
through. 

The question now arises, how is self cognized ? Prabhakara 
holds that the self as cognizor is never cognized apart from the 
cognized object, nor is the object ever cognized without the cog¬ 
nizor entering into the cognition as a necessary factor. Both the 
self and the object shine forth in the self-luminous knowledge in 
what we have already described as triputi-pratyaksa (perception 
as three-together). It is not the soul which is self-illumined but 
knowledge; so it is knowledge which illumines both the self and 
the object in one operation. But just as in the case of a man 
who walks, the action of walking rests upon the walker, yet he is 
regarded as the agent of the work and not as the object, so in the 
case of the operation of knowledge, though it affects the self, yet 
it appears as the agent and not as the object Cognition is not 
soul, but the soul is manifested in cognition as its substratum, 
and appears in it as the cognitive element “ I ” which is inseparable 
from all cognitions. In deep sleep therefore when no object is 
cognized the self also is not cognized. 

Kumarila however thinks that the soul which is distinct from 
the body is perceived by a mental perception ( manasa-pratyaksa ) 
as the substratum of the notion of “ I,” or in other words the self 
perceives itself by mental perception, and the perception of its 
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iture shines forth in consciousness as the “ I.” The object 
fioiT that the self cannot itself be both subject and object to its 
own operation does not hold, for it applies equally to Prabhakara’s 
theory in which knowledge reveals the self as its object and yet 
considers it as the subject of the operation. The analogy of 
linguistic usage that though the walking affects the walker yet 
he is the agent, cannot be regarded as an escape from this charge, 
for the usage of language is not philosophical analysis. Though 
at the time of the cognition of objects the self is cognized, yet it 
does not appear as the knower of the knowledge of objects, but 
reveals itself as an object of a separate mental perception which 
is distinct from the knowledge of objects. The self is no doubt 
known as the substratum of “ I,” but the knowledge of this self 
does. not reveal itself necessarily with the cognition of objects, 
nor does the self show itself as the knower of all knowledge of 
objects, but the self is apprehended by a separate mental intuition 
which we represent as the “ I.” The self does not reveal itself as 
the knower but as an object of a separate intuitive process of the 
mind. This is indeed different from Prabhakara’s analysis, who 
regarded the cognition of self as inseparable from the object- 
cognition, both being the result of the illumination of knowledge. 
Kumarila agrees with Prabhakara however in holding that soul 
is not self-illuminating ( svayamprakasa), for then even in deep 
sleep the soul should have manifested itself; but there is no such 
manifestation then, and the state of deep sleep appears as an 
unconscious state. There is also no bliss in deep sleep, for had 
it been so people would not have regretted that they had missed 
sensual enjoyments by untimely sleep. The expression that 
“ I slept in bliss ” signifies only that no misery was felt. Moreover 
the opposite representation of the deep sleep state is also found 
when a man on rising from sleep says “ I slept so long with¬ 
out knowing anything not even my own self.” The self is not 
atomic, since we can simultaneously feel a sensation in the head 
as well as in the leg. The Jain a theory that it is of the size of 
the body which contracts and expands according to the body it 
occupies is unacceptable. It is better therefore that the soul should 
be regarded as all-pervading as described in the Vedas. This 
self must also be different in different persons for otherwise their 
individual experiences of objects and of pleasure and pain cannot 
be explained 1 . 

1 Sec Slokav&rttika , atmavada Sdstra-dipikd, atmavada and moksavada. 
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considered the self to be merely the potency of 
knowledge (jftanasakti) 1 . Cognitions of things were generated 
by the activity of the manas and the other senses. This self 
itself can only be cognized by mental perception. Or at the 
time of salvation there being none of the senses nor the manas 
the self remains in pure existence as the potency of knowledge 
without any actual expression or manifestation. So the state of ! 
salvation is the state in which the self remains devoid of any 
of its characteristic qualities such as pleasure, pain, knowledge, 
willing, etc., for the self itself is not knowledge nor is it bliss 
or 5nanda as Vedanta supposes; but these are generated in it by 
its energy and the operation of the senses. The self being divested f 
of all its senses at that time, remains as a mere potency of the 
energy of knowledge, a mere existence. This view of salvation 
is accepted in the main by Prabhakara also. 

Salvation is brought about when a man enjoys and suffers 
the fruits of his good and bad actions and thereby exhausts them 
and stops the further generation of new effects by refraining from 
the performance of kamya-karmas (sacrifices etc. performed for 
the attainment of certain beneficent results) and guarantees 
himself against the evil effects of sin by assiduously performing 
the nitya-karmas (such as the sandhya prayers etc., by the per¬ 
formance of which there is no benefit but the non-performance 
of which produces sins). This state is characterized by the 
dissolution of the body and the non-production of any further 
body jor rebirth. 

' "Mimamsa does not admit the existence of any God as the 
creator and destroyer of the universe. Though the universe is 
made up of parts, yet there is no reason to suppose that the 
universe had ever any beginning in time, or that any God created 
it Every day animals and men are coming into being by the 
action of the parents without the operation of any God. Neither 
is it necessary as Nyaya supposes that dharma and adharma 
should have a supervisor, for these belong to the performer and 

1 It may be mentioned in this connection that unlike NyJya Mlmatpsa did not 
consider all activity as being only of the nature of molecular vibration (parispanda ). It 
admitted the existence of energy (faktz) as a separate category which manifested itself 
in actual movements. The self being considered as a $akti can move the body and 
yet remain unmoved itself. Manifestation of action only means the relationing of the 
energy with a thing. Nyaya strongly opposes this doctrine of a non-sensible (atindriya) 
energy and seeks to explain all action by actual molecular motion. 
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no one can have any knowledge of them. Moreover there cannot 
be any contact ( samyoga ) or inherence ( samavaya ) of dharma 
and adharma with God that he might supervise them; he cannot 
have any tools or body wherewith to fashion the world like 
the carpenter. Moreover he could have no motive to create the 
world either as a merciful or as a cruel act. For when in the 
beginning there were no beings towards whom should he be 
actuated with a feeling of mercy? Moreover he would himself 
require a creator to create him. So there is no God, no creator, 
no creation, no dissolution or pralaya. The world has ever been 
running the same, without any new creation or dissolution, srsti 
or pralaya. 

Mimamsa as philosophy and Mimamsa as ritualism. 

From what we have said before it will be easy to see that 
Mimamsa agrees in the main with Vai£esika about the existence 
of the categories of things such as the five elements, the qualities, 
rupa, rasa, etc. Kumarila's differences on the points of jati, 
samavaya, etc. and Prabhakara’s peculiarities have also been 
mentioned before. On some of these points it appears that 
Kumarila was influenced by Samkhya thought rather than by 
Nyaya. Samkhya and VaiSesika are the only Hindu systems which 
have tried to construct a physics as a part of their metaphysics; 
other systems have generally followed them or have differed from 
them only on minor matters. The physics of Prabhakara and 
KumSrila have thus but little importance, as they agree in 
general with the Vai£esika view. In fact they were justified in not 
laying any special stress on this part, because for the performance 
of sacrifices the common-sense view of Nyaya-Vafeesika about 
the world was most suitable. 

The main difference of Mimamsa with Nyaya consists of the 
theory of knowledge. The former was required to prove that the 
Veda was self-valid and that it did not derive its validity from 
God, and also that it was not necessary to test its validity by any 
other means. To do this it began by trying to establish the self¬ 
validity of ail knowledge. This would secure for the Veda the 
advantage that as soon as its orders or injunctions were com¬ 
municated to us they would appear to us as valid knowledge, and 
there being nothing to contradict them later on there would be 
nothing in the world which could render the Vedic injunctions 

26—2 
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mvaiia. The other pramanas such as perception, inference, etc. 
were described, firstly to indicate that they could not show to us 
how dharma could be acquired, for dharma was not an existing 
thing which could be perceived by the other pramanas, but 
a thing which could only be produced by acting according to 
the injunctions of the Vedas. For the knowledge of dharma 
and adharma therefore the Sabdapramana of the Veda was our 
only source. Secondly it was necessary that we should have a 
knowledge of the different means of cognition, as without them 
it would be difficult to discuss and verify the meanings of de¬ 
batable Vedic sentences. The doctrine of creation and dissolu tion 
which is recognized by all other Hindu systems could not be 
acknowledged by the Mimamsa as it would have endangered the 
eternality of the Vedas. Even God had to be dispensed with on 


thsLt account. . t> -l 

The Veda is defined as the collection of Mantras and Brah- 

manas (also called the vidhis or injunctive sentences). There are 
three classes of injunctions (i) apurva-vidhi, (2) niyama-vidhi, and 
(V> parisankhya-vidhi. Apurva-vidhi is an order which enjoins 
something not otherwise known, e.g. the grains should be washed 
(we could not know that this part of the duty was necessary for the 
sacrifice except by the above injunction). Niyama-vidhi is that 
where when a thing could have been done in a number of ways, 
an order is made by the Veda which restricts us to following 
some definite alternative (e.g. though the chaff from the corn 
could be separated even by the nails, the order that “com should 
be threshed” restricts us to the alternative of threshing as the 
only course acceptable for the sacrifice). In the niyama-vidhi 
that which is ordered is already known as possible but only as 
an alternative, and the vidhi insists upon one of these methods as 
the only one. In apurva-vidhi the thing to be done would have 
remained undone and unknown had it not been for the vidhi. 
In parisankhya-vidhi all that is enjoined is already known but 
not necessarily as possible alternatives. A certain mantra “ I take 
up the rein” {imam agrbhnatn rasandm) which could be used in 
a number of cases should not however be used at the time of 
holding the reins of an ass. 

There are three main principles of interpreting the Veclic 
sentences. (1) When some sentences are such that connectively 
they yield a meaning but not individually, then they should be 
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together connect!vely as a whole. (2) If the separate sen¬ 
tences can however yield meanings separately by themselves they 
should not be connected together. (3) In the case of certain 
sentences which are incomplete suitable words from the context 
of immediately preceding sentences are to be supplied. 

The vidhis properly interpreted are the main source of dharma. 
The mantras which are generally hymns in praise of some deities 
or powers are to be taken as being for the specification of the 
deity to whom the libation is to be offered. It should be re¬ 
membered that as dharma can only be acquired by following 


the injunctions of the Vedas they should all be interpreted as 
giving us injunctions. Anything therefore found in the Vedas 
which cannot be connected with the injunctive orders as forming 


part of them is to be regarded as untrustworthy or at best inex¬ 
pressive. Thus it is that those sentences in the Vedas which 
describe existing things merely or praise some deed of injunction 
(called the arthavadas ) should be interpreted as forming part 
of a vidhi-vakya (injunction) or be rejected altogether. Even 
those expressions which give reasons for the performance of 
certain actions are to be treated as mere arthavadas and inter¬ 
preted as praising injunctions. For Vedas have value only as 
mandates by the performance of which dharma may be acquired. 

When a sacrifice is performed according to the injunctions of 
the Vedas, a capacity which did not exist before and whose ex¬ 
istence is proved by the authority of the scriptures is generated 
either in the action or in the agent. This capacity or positive 
force called apurva produces in time the beneficient results of the 
sacrifice (e.g. leads the performer to Heaven). This apurva is like 
a potency or faculty in the agent which abides in him until the 


desired results follow 1 . 

It is needless to dilate upon these, for the voluminous works 
of Sahara and Kumarila make an elaborate research into the 
nature of sacrifices, rituals, and other relevant matters in great 
detail, which anyhow can have but little interest for a student 
of philosophy. 


1 See Dr Ganganatha Jha’s Prabhakaramim&msa and Madhava’s NyayatnOlar 
vis tar a. 



CHAPTER X 

the Sankara school of vedanta 



Comprehension of the philosophical Issues more essential 
than the Dialectic of controversy. 

Pram 2 $a in Sanskrit signifies the means and the movement 
by which knowledge is acquired, pramata means the subject or 
the knower who cognizes, prama the result of praniSna—right 
knowledge, prameya the object of knowedge, and pramanya the 
validity of knowledge acquired. The validity of knowledge is 
sometimes used in the sense of the faithfulness of knowledge to 
its object, and sometimes in the sense of an inner notion of 
validity in the mind of the subject—the knower (that his percep¬ 
tions are true), which moves him to work in accordance with 
his perceptions to adapt himself to his environment for the 
attainment of pleasurable and the avoidance of painful things. 
The question wherein consists the pramanya of knowledge has 
not only an epistemological and psychological bearing but a 
metaphysical one also. It contains on one side a theory of know¬ 
ledge based on an analysis of psychological experience, and on 
the other indicates a metaphysical situation consistent with the 
theory of knowledge. All the different schools tried to justify 
a theory of knowledge by an appeal to the analysis and inter¬ 
pretation of experience which the others sometimes ignored or 
sometimes regarded as unimportant. The thinkers of different 
schools were accustomed often to meet together and defeat one 
another in actual debates, and the result of these debates was fre¬ 
quently very important in determining the prestige of any school 
of thought. If a Buddhist for example could defeat a great Nyaya 
or Mlmamsa thinker in a great public debate attended by many 
learned scholars from different parts of the country, his fame at 
once spread all over the country and he could probably secure a 
large number of followers on the spot Extensive tours of disputa¬ 
tion were often undertaken by great masters all over the country 
for the purpose of defeating the teachers of the opposite schools 
and of securing adherents to their own. These debates were there¬ 
fore not generally conducted merely in a passionless philosophical 
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mood with the object of arriving at the truth but in order to 
inflict a defeat on opponents and to establish the ascendency of 
some particular school of thought. It was often a sense of personal 
victory and of the victory of the school of thought to which the 
debater adhered that led him to pursue the debate. Advanced 
Sanskrit philosophical works give us a picture of the attitude 
of mind of these debaters and we find that most of these 
debates attempt to criticize the different schools of thinkers by 
exposing their inconsistencies and self-contradictions by close 
dialectical reasoning, anticipating the answers of the opponent, 
asking him to define his statements, and ultimately proving that 
his theory was inconsistent, led to contradictions, and was opposed 
to the testimony of experience. In reading an advanced work on 
Indian philosophy in the original, a student has to pass through an 
interminable series of dialectic arguments, and negative criticisms 
(to thwart opponents) sometimes called vitanda , before he can 
come to the root of the quarrel, the real philosophical diver¬ 
gence. All the resources of the arts of controversy find full play 
for silencing the opponent before the final philosophical answer 
is given. But to a modern student of philosophy, who belongs to 
no party and is consequently indifferent to the respective victory 
of either side, the most important thing is the comprehension of 
the different aspects from which the problem of the theory of 
knowledge and its associated metaphysical theory was looked at 
by the philosophers, and also a clear understanding of the de¬ 
ficiency of each view, the value of the mutual criticisms, the specu¬ 
lations on the experience of each school, their analysis, and their 
net contribution to philosophy. With Vedanta we come to an 
end of the present volume, and it may not be out of place here 
to make a brief survey of the main conflicting theories from the 
point of view of the theory of knowledge, in order to indicate the 
position of the Vedanta of the Sankara school in the field of 
Indian philosophy so far as we have traversed it. I shall there¬ 
fore now try to lay before my readers the solution of the theory 
of knowledge ( pramanavada ) reached by some of the main 
schools of thought. Their relations to the solution offered by 
the Sankara Vedanta will also be dealt with, as we shall attempt 
to sketch the views of the Vedanta later on in this chapter. 




The Safikara School of Vedanta 

The philosophical situation. A Review. 

Before dealing with the Vedanta system it seems advisable 
to review the general attitude of the schools already discussed to 
the main philosophical and epistemological questions which de¬ 
termine the position of the Vedanta as taught by Sankara and 
his school. 

The Sautrantika Buddhist says that in all his affairs man is 
concerned with the fulfilment of his ends and desires ( purusdrtha ). 
This however cannot be done without right knowledge ( samyag - 
jndna) which rightly represents things to men. Knowledge is said 
to be right when we can get things just as we perceived thqm. 
So far as mere representation or illumination of objects is con¬ 
cerned, it is a patent fact that we all have knowledge, and therefore 
this does not deserve criticism or examination. Our enquiry about 
knowledge is thus restricted to its aspect of later verification or 
contradiction in experience, for we are all concerned to know how 
far our perceptions of things which invariably precede ail our 
actions can be trusted as rightly indicating what we want to get 
in our practical experience ( arthaprapakatva ). The perception is 
right ( abhranta non-illusory) when following its representation we 
can get in the external world such things as were represented by 
it (samvadakatva). That perception alone can be right which is 
generated by the object and not merely supplied by our imagina¬ 
tion. When I say “ this is the cow I had seen/* what I see is the 
object with the brown colour, horns, feet, etc., but the fact that 
this is called cow, or that this is existing from a past time, is 
not perceived by the visual sense, as this is not generated by 
the visual object. For all things are momentary, and that which 
I see now never existed before so as to be invested with this 
or that permanent name. This association of name and per¬ 
manence to objects perceived is called kalpana or abhilapa. 
Our perception is correct only so far as it is without the abhilapa 
association ( kalpanapodha ), for though this is taken as a part of 
our perceptual experience it is not derived from the object, and 
hence its association with the object is an evident error. The 
object as unassociated with name—the nirvikalpa—is thus what 
is perceived. As a result of the pratyaksa the manovijftana or 
thought and mental perception of pleasure and pain is also 
determined. At one moment perception reveals the object as an 




mtSTfty 



[karmakirtti's View of Objects of Perception 

of knowledge (grahya), and by the fact of the rise of such 
a percept, at another moment it appears as a thing realizable 
or attainable in the external world. The special features of the 
object undefinable in themselves as being what they are in 
themselves {svalaksana) are what is actually perceived ( pra - 
tyaksavisaya) 1 . The pramdnapkala (result of perception) is the 


1 There is a difference of opinion about the meaning of the word “ svalaksana ” 
of Dharmaklrtti between my esteemed friend Professor Stcherbatsky of Petrograd 
and myself. He maintains that Dharmaklrtti held that the content of the presentative 
element at the moment of perception was almost totally empty. Thus he writes to me, 
“According to your interpretation svalaksaija means—the object (or idea with Vijfia* 
navadin) from which everything past and everything future has been eliminated , this 
I do not deny at all. But I maintain that if everything past and future has been taken 
away, what remains? The present and the present is a ksana i.e. nothing....The 
reverse of ksana is a ksaiiasamtana or simply sarptana and in every samtana there is 
a synthesis eklbhava of moments past and future, produced by the intellect (buddhi = 
niscaya = kalpana = adhyavasaya),...There is in the perception of a jug something 
(a ksana of sense knowledge) which we must distinguish from the idea of a jug 
(which is always a samtana, always vikalpita), and if you take the idea away in a strict 
unconditional sense, no knowledge remains : ksanasya jflanena prapayitumaiakyatvat. 
This is absolutely the Kantian teaching about Synthesis of Apprehension. Accordingly 
pratyaksa is a transcendental source of knowledge, because practically speaking it gives 
no knowledge at all. This pramana is asatkalpa. Kant says that without the elements 
of intuition (=sense-knowledge=pratyaksa=kalpanapodha) our cognitions would be 
empty and without the elements of intellect (kalpana—buddhi = synthesis = eklbhava) 
they would be blind. Empirically both are always combined. This is exactly the 
theory of Dharmaklrtti. He is a VijflanavadI as I understand, because he maintains 
the cognizability of ideas (vijflana) alone, but the reality is an incognizable foundation 
of our knowledge; he admits, it is bahya, it is artha, it is arthakriyaksana = svalaksana; 
that is the reason for which he sometimes is called Sautrantika and this school is some¬ 
times called Sautranta-vijfianavada, as opposed to the Vijftanavada of Aivaghosa and 
Aryasahga, which had no elaborate theory of cognition. If the jug as it exists in our 
representation were the svalaksana and paramarthasat, what would remain of Vijfiana¬ 
vada ? But there is the perception of the jug as opposed to the pure idea of a jug 
(£uddha kalpana), an element of reality, the sensational ksapa, which is communicated 
to us by sense knowledge. Kant’s ‘ thing in itself’ is also a ksai?a and also an element 
of sense knowledge of pure sense as opposed to pure reason, Dharmaklrtti has also 
luddha kalpana and Sudd ham pratyaksam. . .. And very interesting is the opposition 
between pratyaksa and anumana, the first moves from ksana to samtana and the second 
from samtana to ksa^a, that is the reason that although bhranta the anumana is never¬ 
theless pramana because through it we indirectly also reach k^ana, the arthakriyaksana. 
It is bhranta directly and pramana indirectly; pratyaksa is pramana directly and bhranta 
(asatkalpa) indirectly... So far as the passages to which Professor Stcherbatsky refers 
are concerned, I am in full agreement with him. But I think that he pushes the 
interpretation too far on Kantian lines. When I perceive “this is blue,” the perception 
consists of two parts, the actual presentative element of sense-knowledge (svalakfarui) 
and the affirmation (nifeaya). So far we are in complete agreement. But Professor 
Stcherbatsky says that this sense-knowledge is a ksapa (moment) and is nothing. I also 
hold that it is a ksaya, but it is nothing only in the sense that it is not the same as 
the notion involving affirmation such as “this is blue.” The affirmative process 
occurring at the succeeding moments is determined by the presentative element of the 
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tional concept and power that such knowledge has of showing 
the means which being followed the thing can be got (yena krtena 
artkah prapito bhavati). Pram an a then is the similarity of the 
knowledge with the object by which it is generated, by which we 
assure ourselves that this is our knowledge of the object as it is 
perceived, and are thus led to attain it by practical experience. 
Yet this later stage is pramanaphala and not pramana which 
consists merely in the vision of the thing (devoid of other asso¬ 
ciations), and which determines the attitude of the perceiver to¬ 
wards the perceived object. The pramana therefore only refers 
to the newly-acquired knowledge ( anadhigatddhigantr ) as this is 
of use to the perceiver in determining his relations with the ob¬ 
jective world. This account of perception leaves out the real 
epistemological question as to how the knowledge is generated 
by the external world, or what it is in itself. It only looks to 
the correctness or faithfulness of the perception to the object and 
its value for us in the practical realization of our ends. The 
question of the relation of the external world with knowledge as 
determining the latter is regarded as unimportant. 


first moment {pratyaksabalotpanna N. T., p. 20) but this presentative element divested 
from the product of the affirmative process of the succeeding moments is not character¬ 
less, though we cannot express its character; as soon as we try to express it, names and 
other ideas consisting of affirmation are associated and these did not form a part of the 
presentative element. Its own character is said to be its own specific nature {svalafyana). 
But what is this specific nature? Dharmaklrtti's answer on this point is that by specific 
nature he means those specific characteristics of the object which appear clear when 
the object is near and hazy when it is at a distance (yasydrthasya sannidh&n&sannidha- 
ndbhy&m jftdnapratibhdsabhedastat $valak$anam N., p. 1 and N. T., p. 16). Sense- 
knowledge thus gives us the specific characteristics of the object, and this has the same 
form as the object itself; it is the appearance of the “ blue ” in its specific character 
in the mind and when this is associated by the affirmative or ideational process, the 
result is the concept or idea ‘ 4 this is blue ” ( nilasarupam pratyaksamanubhuyamdnam 
nUabodharupamavastkSpyate ... nilas&rupyamasya pramdnatn ttilavikalpanarupam 
tvasya pramanaphalam, N. T. p. -22). At the first moment there is the appearance 
of the blue ( nilattirbh&sam hi vijnanam , ft. T. 19) and this is direct acquaintance 
( yatkincit arthasya s&kjdtk&rijHdnam iatpraiyakfamucyate> N. T. 7) and this is real 
l param&rthasai ) and valid. This blue sensation is different from the idea “ this is 
blue” ( nilabodha , N.T. 22) which is the result of the former (pramariaphala) through 
the association of the affirmative process {addyavas&ya) and is regarded as invalid for 
it contains elements other than what were presented to the sense, and is a vikalpa - 
pratyaya. In my opinion svalakfana therefore means pure sensation of the moment 
presenting the specific features of the object and with Dharmaklrtti this is the only 
thing which is valid in perception and vikalpapratyaya or pramanaphala is the idea 
or concept which follows it. But though the latter is a product of the former, yet, 
being the construction of succeeding moments, it cannot give us the pure stage of the 
first moment of sensation-presentation [ksanasya prdpayitumaSakyatvdt , N. T. 16). 
N. T. ~ Nydyabinduiika , N = Nydyabindu (Peterson’s edition). 
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^,-^y rhe Yogacaras or idealistic Buddhists take their cue from 
be above-mentioned Sautrantika Buddhists, and say that since 
we can come into touch with knowledge and knowledge alone, 
what is the use of admitting an external world of objects as the 
data of sensation determining our knowledge? You say that 
sensations are copies of the external world, but why should you 
say that they copy, and not that they alone exist? We never come 
into touch with objects in themselves ; these can only be grasped 
by us simultaneously with knowledge of them, they must there¬ 
fore be the same as knowledge (sahopalambhaniyamdt abhedo 
nilataddhiyoh)\ for it is in and through knowledge that ex¬ 
ternal objects can appear to us, and without knowledge we 
are not in touch with the so-called external objects. So it is 
knowledge which is self-apparent in itself, that projects itself in 
such a manner as to appear as referring to other external ob¬ 
jects. We all acknowledge that in dreams there are no ex¬ 
ternal objects, but sym there we have knowledge. The question 
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why then if there are no external objects, there should be so 
much diversity in the forms of knowledge, is not better solved 
by the assumption of an external world ; for in such an assump¬ 
tion, the external objects have to be admitted as possessing the 
infinitely diverse powers of diversely affecting and determining 
our knowledge; that being so, it may rather be said that in 
the beginningless series of flowing knowledge, preceding know¬ 
ledge-moments by virtue of their inherent specific qualities de¬ 
termine the succeeding knowledge-moments. Thus knowledge 
alone exists; the projection of ap external word is an illusion of 
knowledge brought about by beginningless potencies of desire 
(' vasana ) associated with it. The preceding knowledge determines 
the succeeding one and that another and so on. Knowledge, 
pleasure, pain, etc. are not qualities requiring a permanent entity 
as soul in which they may inhere, but are the various forms 
in which knowledge appears. Even the cognition, “I perceive a 
blue thing/’ is but a form of knowledge, and this is often errone¬ 
ously interpreted as referring to a permanent knower. Though 
the cognitions are all passing and momentary, yet so long as 
the series continues to be the same, as in the case of one person, 
say Devadatta, the phenomena of memory, recognition, etc. can 
happen in the succeeding moments, for these are evidently illusory 
cognitions, so far as they refer to the permanence of the objects 



The Sahkara School of Vedanta 




fieved to have been perceived before, for things or know¬ 
ledge-moments, whatever they may be, are destroyed the next 
moment after their birth. There is no permanent entity as per- 
ceiver’ or knower, but the knowledge-moments are at once the 
knowledge, the knower and the known. This thoroughgoing 
idealism brushes off all references to an objective field of ex¬ 
perience, interprets the verdict of knowledge as involving a knower 
and the known as mere illusory appearance, and considers the 
flow of knowledge as a self-determining series in successive 
objective forms as the only truth. The Hindu schools of thought, 
Nyaya, Samkhya, and the Mlmamsa, accept the duality of soul 
and matter, and attempt to explain the relation between the 
two. With the Hindu writers it was not the practical utility of 
knowledge that was the only important thing, but the nature of 
knowledge and the manner in which it came into being were also 
enquired after and considered important. 

Pramana is defined by Nyaya as the collocation of instruments 
by which unerring and indubitable knowledge comes into being. 
The collocation of instruments which brings about definite know¬ 
ledge consists partly of consciousness ( bodha ) and partly of ma¬ 
terial factors ( bodhdbodhasvabhava ). Thus in perception the 
proper contact of the visual sense with the object (e.g. jug) first 
brings about a non-intelligent, non-apprehensible indeterminate 
consciousness ( nirvikalpa ) as the jugness ( ghatatva ) and this later 
on combining with the remaining other collocations of sense- 
contact etc. produces the determinate consciousness: this is a jug. 
The existence of this indeterminate state of consciousness as a 
factor in bringing about the determinate consciousness, cannot of 
course be perceived, but its existence can be inferred from the 
fact that if the perceiver were not already in possession of the 
qualifying factor {visesanajftana as jugness) he could not have 
comprehended the qualified object ( visistabuddhi) the jug (i.e. 
the object which possesses jugness). In inference (anumana) 
knowledge of the linga takes part, and in upamana the sight 
of similarity with other material conglomerations. In the case 
of the Buddhists knowledge itself was regarded as pramana; 
even by those who admitted the existence of the objective world, 
right knowledge was called pramana, because it was of the same 
form as the external objects it represented, and it was by the form 
of the knowledge (e.g. blue) that we could apprehend that the 
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object was also blue. Knowledge does not determine the 
external world but simply enforces our convictions about the ex¬ 
ternal world. So far as knowledge leads us to form our convictions 
of the external world it is pramana, and so far as it determines our 
attitude towards the external world it is pramanaphala. The 
question how knowledge is generated had little importance with 
them, but how with knowledge we could form convictions of 
the external world was the most important thing. Knowledge 
was called pramana, because it was the means by which we 
could form convictions ( adhyavasaya) aboqt the external world. 
Nyaya sought to answer the question how knowledge was 
generated in us, but could not understand that knowledge was not 
a mere phenomenon like any other objective phenomenon, but 
thought that though as a guna (quality) it was external like other 
gun as, yet it was associated with our self as a result of colloca¬ 
tions like any other happening in the material world. Pramana 
does not necessarily bring to us new knowledge ( anadhigatadhi - 
gantf) as the Buddhists demanded, but whensoever there were 
collocations of pramana, knowledge was produced, no matter 
whether the object was previously unknown or known. Even the 
knowledge of known things may be repeated if there be suitable 
collocations. Knowledge like any other physical effect is pro¬ 
duced whenever the cause of it namely the pramana collocation 
is present. Categories which are merely mental such as class 
(sdmdnya), inherence (samavdya), etc., were considered as having 
as much independent existence as the atoms of the four elements. 
The phenomenon of the rise of knowledge in the soul was thus 
conceived to be as much a phenomenon as the turning of the 
colour of the jug by fire from black to red. The element of 
indeterminate consciousness was believed to be combining with 
the sense contact, the object, etc. to produce the determinate con¬ 
sciousness. There was no other subtler form of movement than 
the molecular. Such a movement brought about by a certain 
collocation of things ended in a certain result ( pkala ). Jfiana 
(knowledge) was thus the result of certain united collocations 
( sdmagri) and their movements (e.g. contact of manas with soul, 
of manas with the senses, of the senses with the object, etc.). This 
confusion renders it impossible to understand the real philo¬ 
sophical distinction between knowledge and an external event 
of the objective world. Nyaya thus fails to explain the cause 
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ie origin of knowledge, and its true relations with the objective 
world. Pleasure, pain, willing, etc. were regarded as qualities 
which belonged to the soul, and the soul itself was regarded 
as a qualitiless entity which could not be apprehended directly 
but was inferred as that in which the qualities of jftana, sukha 
(pleasure), etc. inhered. Qualities had independent existence 
as much as substances, but when any new substances were 
produced, the qualities rushed forward and inhered in them. It 
is very probable that in Nyaya the cultivation of the art of in¬ 
ference was originally pre-eminent and metaphysics was deduced 
later by an application of the inferential method which gave 
the introspective method but little scope for its application, 
so that inference came in to explain even perception (e.g. this is 
a jug since it has jugness) and the testimony of personal psycho¬ 
logical experience was taken only as a supplement to corroborate 
the results arrived at by inference and was not used to criticize it 1 . 

Samkhya understood the difference between knowledge and 
material events. But so far as knowledge consisted in being the 
copy of external things, it could not be absolutely different from 
the objects themselves; it was even then an invisible translucent 
sort of thing, devoid of weight and grossness such as the external 
objects possessed. But the fact that it copies those gross objects 
makes it evident that knowledge had essentially the same sub¬ 
stances though in a subtler form as that of which the objects were 
made. But though the matter of knowledge, which assumed the 
form of the objects with which it came in touch, was probably 
thus a subtler combination of the same elementary substances 
of which matter was made up, yet there was in it another ele¬ 
ment, viz. intelligence, which at once distinguished it as utterly 
different from material combinations. This element of intel¬ 
ligence is indeed different from the substances or content of 
the knowledge itself, for the element of intelligence is like a 
stationary light, “the self,” which illuminates the crowding, 
bustling knowledge which is incessantly changing its form in 
accordance with the objects with which it comes in touch. This 
light of intelligence is the same that finds its manifestation in 
consciousness as the “I,” the changeless entity amidst all the 
fluctuations of the changeful procession of knowledge. How this 
element of light which is foreign to the substance of knowledge 

1 See Nydyamanjari on pramana. 
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itself to knowledge, and how knowledge itself takes it up 
into itself and appears as conscious, is the most difficult point 
of the Samkhya epistemology and metaphysics. The substance 
of knowledge copies the external world, and this copy-shape of 
knowledge is again intelligized by the pure intelligence ( purusa) 
when it appears as conscious. The forming of the buddhi-shape 
of knowledge is thus the pramana (instrument and process of 
knowledge) and the validity or invalidity of any of these shapes 
is criticized by the later shapes of knowledge and not by the 
external objects ( svatak-pramanya and svatah-aprdmdnyd). The 
pramana however can lead to a prama or right knowledge only 
when it is intelligized by the purusa. The purusa comes in touch 
with buddhi not by the ordinary means of physical contact but 
by what may be called an inexplicable transcendental contact. 
It is the transcendental influence of purusa that sets in motion 
the original prakrti in Samkhya metaphysics, and it is the same 
transcendent touch (call it yogyata according to Vacaspati or 
samyoga according to Bhiksu) of the transcendent entity of 
purusa that transforms the non-intelligent states of buddhi into 
consciousness. The Vijftanavadin Buddhist did not make any 
distinction between the pure consciousness and its forms ( akara) 
and did not therefore agree that the akara of knowledge was 
due to its copying the objects. Samkhya was however a realist 
who admitted the external world and regarded the forms as 
all due to copying, all stamped as such upon a translucent sub¬ 
stance ( sattva ) which could assume the shape of the objects. 
But Samkhya was also transcendentalist in this, that it did not 
think like Nyaya that the akara of knowledge was all that know¬ 
ledge had to show; it held that there was a transcendent element 
which shone forth in knowledge and made it conscious. With 
Nyaya there was no distinction between the shaped buddhi and 
the intelligence, and that being so consciousness was almost like 
a physical event With Samkhya however so far as the content 
and the shape manifested in consciousness were concerned it was 
indeed a physical event, but so far as the pure intelligizing element 
of consciousness was concerned it was a wholly transcendent 
affair beyond the scope and province of physics. The rise of 
consciousness was thus at once both transcendent and physical. 

The Mlmamsist Prabhakara agreed with Nyaya in general 
as regards the way in which the objective world and sense con- 




The Sahkara School of Vedanta 


iL 


,ct induced knowledge in us. But it regarded knowledge as a 
unique phenomenon which at once revealed itself, the knower 
and the known. We are not concerned with physical colloca¬ 
tions, for whatever these may be it is knowledge which reveals 
things—the direct apprehension that should be called the pra¬ 
mana. Pramana in this sense is the same as pramiti or prama, 
the phenomenon of apprehension. Pramana may also indeed 
mean the collocations so far as they induce the prama. For 
prama or right knowledge is never produced, it always exists, 
but it manifests itself differently under different circumstances. 
The validity of knowledge means the conviction or the specific 
attitude that is generated in us with reference to the objective 
world. This validity is manifested with the rise of knowledge, 
and it does not await the verdict of any later experience in the 
objective field ( samvadin ). Knowledge as nirvikalpa (indeter¬ 
minate) means the whole knowledge of the object and not merely 
a non-sensible hypothetical indeterminate class-notion as Nyaya 
holds. The savikalpa (determinate) knowledge only re-establishes 
the knowledge thus formed by relating it with other objects as 
represented by memory 1 . 

Prabhakara rejected the Samkhya conception of a dual element 
in consciousness as involving a transcendent intelligence (cit) and 
a material part, the buddhi; but it regarded consciousness as an 
unique thing which by itself in one flash represented both the 
knower and the known. The validity of knowledge did not depend 
upon its faithfulness in reproducing or indicating ( pradarsakatva) 
external objects, but upon the force that all direct apprehension 
(tanubhuti ) has of prompting us to action in the external world ; 
knowledge is thus a complete and independent unit in all its 
self-revealing aspects. But what the knowledge was in itself apart 
from its self-revealing character Prabhakara did not enquire. 

Kumarila declared that jftana (knowledge) was a movement 
brought about by the activity of the self which resulted in pro¬ 
ducing consciousness ( jndtatd) of objective things. Jftana itself 
cannot be perceived, but can only be inferred as the movement 
necessary for producing the jftatata or consciousness of things. 
Movement with Kumarila was not a mere atomic vibration, but 
was a non-sensuous transcendent operation of which vibration 

1 Saipkhya considered nirvikalpa as the dim knowledge of the first moment of 
consciousness, which, when it became clear at the next moment, was called savikalpa. 
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fmetimes the result Jftana was a movement and not 
of causal operation as Nyaya supposed. Ny&ya would 
not also admit any movement on the part of the self, but it 
would hold that when the self is possessed of certain qualities, 
such as desire, etc., it becomes an instrument for the accom¬ 
plishment of a physical movement. Kumarila accords the same 
self-validity to knowledge that Prabhakara gives. Later know¬ 
ledge by experience is not endowed with any special quality 
which should decide as to the validity of the knowledge of the 


previous movement. For what is called samvadi or later testimony 
of experience is but later knowledge and nothing more 1 . 'Ihe 
self is not revealed in the knowledge of external objects, but we 
can know it by a mental perception of self-consciousness. It is 
the movement of this self in presence of certain collocating cir¬ 
cumstances leading to cognition of things that is called jftana 3 . 
Here Kumarila distinguishes knowledge as movement from know¬ 
ledge as objective consciousness. Knowledge as movement was 
beyond sense perception and could only be inferred. 

The idealistic tendency of Vijftanavada Buddhism, Samkhya, 
and Mlmamsa was mani fest in its attempt at establishing the unique 
character of knowledge as being that with which alone we are in 
touch. But Vijnanavada denied the external world, and thereby 
did violence to the testimony of knowledge. Samkhya admitted 
the external world but created a gulf between the content of know¬ 
ledge and pure intelligence; Prabhakara ignored this difference, 
and was satisfied with the introspective assertion that knowledge 
was such a unique thing that it revealed with itself, theknower and 
the known; Kumarila however admitted a transcendent element 
of movement as being the cause of our objective consciousness, 
but regarded this as being separate from self. But the question 
remained unsolved as to why, in spite of the unique character of 
knowledge, knowledge could relate itself to the world of objects, 
how far the world of external objects or of knowledge could be 
regarded as absolutely true. Hitherto judgments were only re¬ 
lative, either referring to one’s being prompted to the objective 
world, to the faithfulness of the representation of objects, the 
suitability of fulfilling our requirements, or to verification by later 


1 See Ny&yaratnam&ld , svatah-pramanya-nirriaya. 

2 See Nydyamafljari on Praraaiia, Slokavnrtiika on Pratyaksa, and Gaga Bhatta’s 
Bkattacintdmani on Pratyaksa. 
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tWontradicted experience. But no enquiry was made whej 
absolute judgments about the ultimate truth of knowledge 
and matter could be made at all. That which appeared was re¬ 
garded as the real. But the question was not asked, whether 
there was anything which could be regarded as absolute truth, 
the basis of all appearance, and the unchangeable reality. This 
philosophical enquiry had the most wonderful charm for the 
Hindu mind. 


Vedanta Literature. 


It is difficult to ascertain the time when the Brahma-sutras 
were written, but since they contain a refutation of almost all the 
other Indian systems, even of the Sunyavada Buddhism (of course 
according to $aftkara's interpretation), they cannot have been 
written very early. I think it may not be far from the truth in 
supposing that they were written some time in the second century 
B.C. .About the period 780 A.D. Gaudapada revived the monistic 
1 teaching of the Upanisads by his commentary on the MSndukya 
Upanisad in verse called Mandukyakarika . His disciple Govinda 
was the teacher of Saftkara (788—820 A.D.). Saftkara's com¬ 
mentary on the Brahma-sutras is the root from which sprang 
forth a host of commentaries and studies on Vedantism of great 
originality, vigour, and philosophic insight Thus Anandagiri, a 
disciple of Saftkara, wrote a commentary called Nyayanirnaya, 
and Govindananda wrote another commentary named Ratna - 
prabhd . Vacaspati MiSra, who flourished about 841 A.D., wrote 
another commentary on it called the Bhamatl. Amalananda 
(1247—1260 A.D.) wrote his Kalpataru on it, and Apyayadlksita 
(1550 A.D.) son of Raft garajadhv arm dra of Kaftcl wrote his Kalpa- 
tamparimala on the Kalpataru . Another disciple of Saftkara, 
Padmapada, also called Sanandana, wrote a commentary on it 
known as Paflcapadikd. From the manner in which the book is 
begun one would expect that it was to be a running commentary 
on the whole of £aftkara’s bhasya, but it ends abruptly at the 
end of the fourth sutra. Madhava (i 35 °)> in his Sahkaravijaya, 
recites an interesting story about it. He says that Sure£vara re¬ 
ceived Saftkara’s permission to write a vdrttika on the bhasya. 
But other pupils objected to Sankara that since Suresvara was 
formerly a great MlmSmsist (Mandana Mi£ra was called Suresvara 
after his conversion to Vedantism) he was not competent to write 
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vdrttika on the bhasya. Sure£vara, disappointed, wrote 
a treatise called Naiskarmyasiddhi . Padmapada wrote a tlka 
but this was burnt in his uncle's house. Sankara, who had once 
seen it, recited it from memory and Padmapada wrote it down. 
PrakaSatman (1200) wrote a commentary on Padmapada s Pah - 
capadika known as Paheap adikavivaraiia. Akhandananda wrote 
his Tattvadipana } and the famous Nrsimha^rama Muni (1500) 
wrote his VivaranabJiavaprakasika on it. Amalananda and 
Vidyasagara also wrote commentaries on Pahcapadikd, , named 
Paheapddikadarpana and Pahcapddikatikd respectively, but 
the Paftcapddikavivarana had by far the greatest reputation. 
Vidyaranya who is generally identified by some with Mad- 
hava (13S 0 ) wrote his famous work Vivaranaprameyasamgraha\ 
elaborating the ideas of Pahcapddikdvivarana ; Vidyaranya 
wrote also another excellent work named Jivanmuktiviveka on 
the Vedanta doctrine of emancipation. Sure£vara*s (800 A.D.) 
excellent work Naiskarmyasiddhi is probably the earliest inde¬ 
pendent treatise on Sankara's philpsophy as expressed in his 
bhasya. It has been commented upon by Jftanottama Mi 6 ra. 
Vidyaranya also wrote another work of great merit known as 
Pahcadasi\ which is a very popular and illuminating treatise in 
verse on Vedanta. Another important work written in verse on 
the main teachings of Safikara’s bhasya is SamksepaSdriraka y 
written by Sarvajflatma Muni (900 A.D. ). This has also been 
commented upon by Ramatlrtha. 6 riharsa (1190 A.D.) wrote 
his Khandanakhandakhddya y the most celebrated work on the 
Vedanta dialectic. Citsukha, who probably flourished shortly 
after Srlharsa, wrote a commentary on it, and also wrote an 
independent work on Vedanta dialectic known as Tattvadipika 
which has also a commentary called Nayanaprasddmi written 
by Pratyagrupa. Sankara MiSra and Raghunatha also wrote 
commentaries on Khandanakhandakhadya. A work on Ve¬ 
danta epistemology and the principal topics of Vedanta of 
great originality and merit known as Veddntaparibhdsa was 
written by Dharmarajadhvarlndra (about 1550A.D.). His son 
Ramakrsnadhvarin wrote his Sikhamani on it and AmaradSsa his 
Maniprabha. The Veddntaparibhdsa with these two commen¬ 
taries forms an excellent exposition of some of the fundamental 
principles of Vedanta. Another work of supreme importance 

1 See Narasimhacarya’s article in the Indian Antiquary , 1916. 
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\lgh probably the last great work on Vedanta) is 
tfvaitasiddhi of Madhusudana SarasvatT who followed Dharma- 
rajadhvarindra. This has three commentaries known as Gauda- 
brahmanandiy Vitihalesopadhyayi and Siddhivyakhya. Sadananda 
Vyasa wrote also a summary of it known as Advaitasiddhisid - 
dhantasara, Sadananda wrote also an excellent elementary work 
named Vedantasdra which has also two commentaries Stibddhini 
and Vidvanmanorafijini. The A dvaitabrahmasiddhi of Sadananda 
Yati though much inferior to Advaitasiddhi is important, as it 
touches on many points of Vedanta interest which are not dealt 
with in other Vedanta works. The Nyayatnakaranda of Ananda- 
bodha Bhattarakacaryya treats of the doctrines of illusion very 
well, as also some other important points of Vedanta interest. 
Vedantasiddkantamuktavali of PrakaSananda discusses many of 
the subtle points regarding the nature of ajftana and its relations 
to cit, the doctrine of drstisrstivdda, et c., with great clearness. 
Siddkdntaleia by Apyayadlksita is very important as a summary 
of the divergent views of different writers on many points of 
interest. Veddntatattvadipikd and Siddhantatattva are also good 
as well as deep in their general summary of the Vedanta system. 
Bhedadhikkdra of Nrsimha£rama Muni also is to be regarded as 
an important work on the Vedanta dialectic. 

The above is only a list of some of the most important Ve¬ 
danta works on which the present chapter has been based. 


Vedanta in Gau<Japada, 

It is useless I think to attempt to bring out the meaning of 
the Vedanta thought as contained in the Brahma-sutras without 
making any reference to the commentary of Sankara or any 
other commentator. There is reason to believe that the Brahma - 
sutras were first commented upon by some Vaisnava writers who 
held some form of modified dualism 1 . There have been more 
than a half dozen Vaisnava commentators of the Brahma-sutras 
who not only differed from Sankara’s interpretation, but also 
differed largely amongst themselves in accordance with the 
different degrees of stress they laid on the different aspects of 
their dualistic creeds. Every one of them claimed that his inter¬ 
pretation was the only one that was faithful to the sutras and to 

3 This point will be dealt with in the and volume, when I shall deal with the 
systems expounded by the Vaisnava commentators of the Brahma-sutras. 
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panisads. Should I attempt to give an interpretation' - 
yself and claim that to be the right one, it would be only 
just one additional view. But however that may be, I am 
myself inclined to believe that the dualistic interpretations of the 1 
Brahma-sutras were probably more faithful to the sutras than the 
interpretations of Sankara. 

The &rimadbhagavadgitd, which itself was a work of the 
Ekanti (singularistic) Vaisnavas, mentions the Brahma-sutras as 
having the same purport as its own, giving cogent reasons 1 . 
Professor Jacobi in discussing the date of the philosophical 
sutras of the Hindus has shown that the references to Buddhism 
found in the Brahma-sutras are not with regard to the Vijflana- 
vada of Vasubandhu, but with regard to the $unyav£da,but he re¬ 
gards the composition of th z Brahma-sutras to be later than Nagar- 
juna. I agree with the late Dr S. C. Vidyabhushana in holding that 
both the YogScara system and the system of Nagarjuna evolved 
from the Prajhaparamita *. Nagariuna's m erit consiste d in the 
dialectical form of his arguments in support of Sunyavada ; but so 
far as the essentials of Sunyavada are concerned I believe that the 
Tathata philosophy of A£vaghosa and the philosophy of the Pra- 
jfidpdramitd contained no less. There is no reason to suppose that 
the works of NlgSrjuna were better known to the Hindu writers 
than the Makdydna sutras. Even in such later times as that of 
Vacaspati Mtera, we find him quoting a passage of the Salistambha 
sutra to give an account of the Buddhist doctrine of pratitya- 
samutpada 8 We could interpret any reference to Sunyavada as 
pointing to Nagarjuna only if his special phraseology or dialectical 
methods were referred to in any way. On the other hand, the 
reference in the Bhagavadgitd to the Brahma-sutras clearly points 
out a date prior to that of Nagarjuna; though we may be slow 
to believe such an early date as has been assigned to the Bhaga- 
vadgttd by Telang, yet I suppose that its date could safely be 
placed so far back as the first half of the first century B.C. or the 
last part of the second century B.C. The Brahma-sutras could 
thus be placed slightly earlier than the date of the Bhagavadgita. 


1 “ Brahmasutrapadai^caiva hetumadbhirviniicitah ” Bhagavadgita .. The proofs 
in support of the view that the Bhagavadgitd is a Vaisnavp. work will be discussed 
in the ?nd volume of the present work in the section on Bhagavadgitd and its philo¬ 
sophy. 

a Indian Antiquary, 1915. 

3 See Vacaspati Mirra’s Bhdmati on Sankara’s bhasya on Brahma-sutra, 11. ii. 
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not know of any evidence that would come in conflict wi 
this supposition. The fact that we do not know of any Hindu 
writer who held such monistic views as Gaudapada o r Sa nkara, 
and who in terprete d the Brahma-sutras in accordance with those 
monistic ideas, when combined with the fact that the dualists 
had been writing commentaries on the Brahma-sutras \ goes to 
show that the Brahma-sutras were originally regarded as an 
authoritative work of the dualists. This also explains the fact that 
the Bhagavadgita , the canonical work of the Ekanti Vaisnavas, 
should refer to it. I do not know of any Hindu writer previous 
to Gaudapada who attempted to give an exposition of the 
monistic doctrine (apart from the Upanisads), either by writing 
a commentary as did Sankara, or by writing an independent 
work as did Gaudapada. I am inclined to think therefore that 
as the pure monism of the Upanisads was not worked out in a 
coherent manner for the formation of a monistic system, it 
was dealt with by people who had sympathies with some form 
of dualism which was already developing in the later days of 
the Upanisads, as evidenced by the dualistic tendencies of such 
Upanisads as the SvetaSvatara, and the like. The epic Samkhya 
was also the result of this dualistic development. 

It seems that BsdarSyana, the writer of the Brahma-sutras , 
was probably more a theist, than an absolutist like his commen¬ 
tator Safikara. Gaud apada seems be the most important 
man, after the Upanisad sages, who revived the monistic ten¬ 
dencies of the Upanisads in a bold and clear form and tried to 
formulate them in a systematic manner. It seems very signi¬ 
ficant that no other karikas on the Upanisads were interpreted, 
except the Mandukyakarika by Gaudapada, who did not him¬ 
self make any reference to any other writer of the monistic 
school, not even Badarayana. Sankara himself makes the con¬ 


cession that the absolutist (advaita) creed was recovered from 
the Vedas by Gaudapada. Thus at the conclusion of his com¬ 
mentary on Gaudapada’s karika, he says that “he adores by 
falling at the feet of that great guru (teacher) the adored of his 
adored, who on finding all the people sinking in the ocean made 
dreadful by the crocodiles of rebirth, out of kindness for all 
people, by churning the great ocean of the Veda by his great 
churning rod of wisdom recovered what lay deep in the heart 
of the Veda, and is hardly attainable even by the immortal 







Gaudapada and Buddhism 

It seems particularly significant that Safikara should 
fit Gaudapada and not Badarayana with recovering the 
Upanisad creed. Gaudapada was the teacher of Govinda, the 
teacher of Sankara ; but he was probably living when Sankara 
was a student, for Sankara says that he was directly influenced by 
his great wisdom, and also speaks of the learning, self-control 
and modesty of the other pupils of Gaudapada 8 . There is some 
dispute about the date of Sankara, but accepting the date pro¬ 
posed by Bhandarkar, Pathak and Deussen, we may consider 
it to be 788 a.d. 8 , and suppose that in order to be able to teach 
Sankara, Gaudapada must have been living till at least 800 A.D. 

Gaudapada thug flourished after a .11 _ tlie jgrej.t_BuddJiist 

teachers Asvaghosa, NagSrjuna, Asanga and Vasubandhu ; and 
I believe that there is sufficient evidence in his karikas for thinking 
that he was possibly himself a Buddhist, and considered thkt 
the teachings of the Upanisads tallied with those of Buddha. 
Thus at the beginning of the fourth chapter of his karikas he 
says that he adores that great man (dvipadam varam) who by know¬ 
ledge as wide as the sky realized {sambuddha) that all appearances 
{dharnta) were like the vacuous sky ( gagancpatnam 1 * 3 4 ). He then 
goes on to say that he adores him who has dictated (desita) 
that the touch of untouch (asparsaycga —probably referring to 
Nirvana) was the good that produced happiness to all beings, 
and that he was neither iiv^disagreement with this doctrine nor 
found any contradiction in it ( avivddah aviruddh&sca). Some 
disputants hold that coming into being is of existents, whereas 
others quarrelling with them hold that being (jatd) is of non- 
existents ( abhutasya ); there are others who quarrel with them 
and say that neither the existents nor non-existents are liable to 
being and there is one non-coming-into-being ( advayamajatim ). 
He agrees with those who hold that there is no coming into 
being 8 . In IV. 19 of his karika he again says that the Buddhas 
have shown that there was no coming into being in any way 
( sarvatha Buddhairajdtih paridipitak ). 


1 Sankara’s bhasya on Gaudapada’s karika, Anandairama edition, p. 114. 

8 Ananda&ama edition of Sankara’s bhasya on Gaudapada’s k&rikS, p. ax. 

3 Telang wishes to put Sankara's date somewhere in the 8th century, and Venka- 
telvara would have him in 805 A.D.-897 A.D., as he did not believe that Sankara could 
have lived only for 31 years. J. R . A.S . 1916. 

4 Compare La*d&vatcira % p. 39, Katham ca gaganopamam* 

8 Gau^ap&da’g ksu-ika, iv. 3, 4. 
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^ Again, in IV. 42 he says that it was for those realists (vastu- 
vadi ), who since they found things and could deal with them and 
were afraid of non-being, that the Buddhas had spoken of 
origination (jati), In IV. 90 he refers to agraydna which we 
know to be a name of Mahayana. Again, in IV. 98 and 99 
he says that all appearances are pure and vacuous by nature. 
These the Buddhas, the emancipated one ( mukta ) and the leaders 


know first. It was not said by the Buddha that all appearances 
(dharrnd) were knowledge. He then closes the karikas with an 
adoration which in all probability also refers to the Buddha 1 . 

Gaudapada’s work is divided into four chapters: (1) Agama 
(scripture), (2) Yaitathya (unreality), (3) Advaita Uinity,), (4) AJS- 
ta6antj.(the extinction of the burning coal). The first chapter is 
more in the way of explaining the Mandukya Upanisad by 
virtue of which the entire work is known as Mandukyakarikd. 
The second, third, and fourth chapters are the constructive parts 
of Gaudapada’s work, not particularly connected with the Man¬ 
dukya Upanisad. 

In the first chapter Gaudapada begins with the three ap¬ 
parent manifestations of the self: (1) as the experiencer of the 
external world while we are awake (visva or vaisvdnaradtm\ 
(2) as the experiencer in the dream state ( taijasa dtmd\ (3) as the 
experiencer in deep sleep (susupti), called th ^ pydjna when there 
is no determinate knowledge, but pure consciousness and pure 
bliss ( artanda ). He who knows these three as one is never 
attached to his experiences. Gaudapada then enumerates some 
theories of creation : some think that the world has proceeded 
as a creation from the prana (vital activity), others consider 
creation as an expansion (vibkiUi) of that cause from which it has 
proceeded; others imagine that creation is like dream (svapna) 
and magic (maya); others, that creation proceeds simply by the 
will of the Lord; others that it proceeds from time; others that it 
is for the enjoyment of the Lord (bhogdrthani) or for his play only 
(kriddrtham), for such is the nature jsvabhavj*) of the Lord, that 
he creates, but he cannot have any longing, as all his desires are 


in a state of fulfilment. 

1 Gaudapada’s karika, IV. 100. In my translation I have not followed Sankara, 
for he has I think tried his level best to explain away even the most obvious references 
to Buddha and Buddhism in Gaudapada’s karika. I have, therefore, drawn my meaning 
directly as Gaudapada’s karikas seemed to indicate. I have followed the same principle 
in giving the short exposition of Gaudapada’s philosophy below. 
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^Gaudapada does not indicate his preference one way or the 
other, but describes the fourth state of the self as unseen (adrsta\ 
unrelationable ( avyavaharyam ), ungraspable ( agrdhyam\ inde¬ 
finable ( alaksana ), unthinkable (acintyam ), unspeakable ( avya - 
padefya\ the essence as oneness with the self ( ekatmapratya - 
yasara\ as the extinction of the appearance (prapaftcopasama), 
the quiescent (. santam ), the good ( sivam ), the one (advaita) 1 . The 
world-appearance ( prapanca ) would have ceased if it had existed, 
but all this duality is mere may a (magic or illusion), the one 
is the ultimately real ( paramartkatah ). In the second chapter 
Gaudapada says that what is meant by calling the world a 
dream is that all existence is unreal. That which neither exists 
in the beginning nor in the end cannot be said to exist in the 
present. Being like unreal it appears as real. The appearance 
has a beginning and an end and is therefore false. In dreams 
things are imagined internally, and in the experience that we 
have when we are awake things are imagined as if existing out¬ 
side, but both of them are but illusory creations of the self. 
What is perceived in the mind is perceived as existing at the 
moment of perception only; external objects are supposed to 
have two moments of existence (namely before they are per¬ 
ceived, and when they begin to be perceived), but this is all mere 
imagination. That which is unmanifested in the mind and that 
which appears as distinct and manifest outside are all imaginary 
productions in association with the sense faculties. There is first 
the imagination of a perceiver or soul (jiva ) and then along with 
it the imaginary creations of diverse inner states and the external 
world. Just as in darkness the rope is imagined to be a snake, 
so the self is also imagined by its own illusion in diverse forms. 
There is neither any production nor any destruction (na tiirodko , 
ha cotpattih\ there is no one who is enchained, no one who is 
striving, no one who wants to be released 2 . Imagination finds 
itself realized in the non-existent existents and also in the sense 


1 Compare in Nagarjuna’s first karika the idea of prapaucopaJamam tivam. 

A nirodhamanutpada manucchedamahltvatam anckdrthamandndrthamandgafnamanir- 

gamam yah pratityasamutp&dam prapaHcopafamam tivam defaydmdsa sambuddhastam 
vande vadatimvaram . Compare also Nagarjuna’s Chapter on Nirvdnaparik $&, Purvo- 
palambhopafamah prapancopafamah fivah na kvacit kasyacit kateit dharmmo bud- 
dhenadsPitah. So far as X know the Buddhists were the first to use the words prapah- 
copaiaman tivam. 

2 Compare Nagarjuna’s karika, “anirodhamanutpadam” in M&dhyamikavrtti , 
B. T. S. y p. 3. 
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T>fiunity; all imagination either as the many or the one (<advaya ) 
is false ; it is only the oneness (advayata) that is good. There 
is no many, nor are things different or non-diflferent ( na ndnedam 
.. .na prthag ndprthak) 1 . The sages who have transcended attach¬ 
ment, fear, and anger and have gone beyond the depths of the 
Vedas have perceived it as the imaginationless cessation of all 
appearance ( nirvikalpah prapaficopasamahi ), the one 9 , 

In the third chapter Gaudapada says that truth is like the 
void {akata) which is falsely conceived as taking part in birth 
and death, coming and going and as existing in all bodies ; but 
howsoever it be conceived, it is all the while not different from 


akasa. v All things that appear as compounded are but dreams 
(svapna) and maya (magic). Duality is a distin ction imposed 
upon the one (advaita) by maya. The truth is immortal, it ca nnot 
therefore by its own nature suffer change. It has no birth. All 
birth and death, all this manifold is but the result of an imposi¬ 
tion of maya upon it 9 . One mind appears as many in the dream, 
so also in the waking state one appears as many, but when the 
mind activity of the Togins (sages) is stopped arises this fearless 
state, the extinction of all sorrow, final cessation. Thinking every¬ 
thing to be misery (duhkham sarvatn anusmrtyd) one should stop 
all desires and enjoyments, and thinking that nothing has any 
birth he should not see any production at all. He should awaken 
the mind ( citta ) into its final dissolution (laya) and pacify it 
when distracted; he should not move it towards diverse objects 
when it stops. He should not taste any pleasure (. sukham) and by 
wisdom remain unattached, by strong effort making it motionless 
and still. When he neither passes into dissolution nor into dis¬ 
traction; when there is no sign, no appearance that is the perfect 


Brahnian. When there is no object of knowledge to come into 
being, the unproduced is then called the omniscent (. sarvajha ). 

In the fourth chapter, called the Alata^anti, Gaudapada further 


1 Compare Ai&dhyam ikak&rika f B. T. S . 9 p. 3, anekArtham an&n&rtkatn , etc. 

* Compare La hkdvaidrasutra , p.° 78, Advay&samsaraparinirvanavatsarvadhar- 
mAh tasrn&t tar hi ma ha matt SunycUanutpAdddvayanihyvabh&valak^ane yogah kara- 
niyah ; also 8, 46, Yaduta svacittavi^ayavikalpadr^tyAnavabodhanat vijhdnAnAvt 
svacittadrfyam&tranavatArena mahamate vfttaprthagjan&h bhAvabkavas'uabhavapara- 
m&rthadrstidvayavadino bhavanti . 

• Compare Nagarjuna’s karika, B. T. S p. 196, Ahdiam iaScdrhganca ban- 
dhy&y&h putra cva ca asantafc&bhivyajyanic tath&bh&vena kalpana , with Gaudapada s 
karika, III. a8, Asato mdyayd janma tatvato naiva jdyate bamihy&putro na tattven 
may&ya vdpi jdyate . 
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nbes this final state 1 . All the dharmas (appearances) are * 
without death or decay*. Gaudapada then fo llows a dialectic al | 
form of argument which reminds u s of Nagarjuna. Gaudapada 
continues thus: Those who regard karana (cause) as the karyya 
(effect in a potential form) cannot consider the cause as truly 
unproduced (aja\ for it suffers production ; how can it be called 
eternal and yet changing? If it is said that things come into 
being from that which has no production, there is no example 
with which such a case may be illustrated. Nor can we con¬ 
sider that anything is born from that which has itself suffered 
production. How again can one come to a right conclusion 
about the regressus ad infinitum of cause and effect (futu 
and phala )? Without reference to the effect there is no cause, 
and without reference to cause there is no effect. Nothing is born 
either by itself or through others; tall it either being, non- 
being, or being-non-being, nothing suffers any birth, neither the 
cause nor the effect is produced out of its own nature (svabhd- 
vatah\ and thus that which has no beginning anywhere cannot 
be said to have a production. All experience ( prajhapti) is 
dependent on reasons, for otherwise both would vanish, and there 
would be none of the afflictions ( samklesa ) that we suffer. When 
we look at all things in a connected manner they seem to be 
dependent, but when we look at them from the point of view of 
reality or truth the reasons cease to be reasons. The mind (citta) 
does not come in touch with objects and thereby manifest 
them, for since things do not exist they are not different from 
their manifestations in knowledge* It is not in any particular 
case that the mind produces the manifestations of objects while 
they do not exist so that it could be said to be an error, for in 
present, past, and future the mind never comes in touch with 
objects which only appear by reason of their diverse manifesta¬ 
tions. Therefore neither the mind nor the objects seen by it are 
ever produced. Those who perceive them to suffer production are 
really traversing the reason of vacuity ( khe ), for all production 
is but false imposition on the vacuity. Since the unborn is 
perceived as being born, the essence then is the absence of 

1 The very name Alata&mti is absolutely Buddhistic. Compare Nagarjuna’s 
karika, B. T\ S> y p. 206, where he quotes a verse from the Sataha. 

2 The use of the word dharma in the sense of appearance or entity is peculiarly 
Buddhistic. The Hindu sense is that given by Jaimini, “ Codanalaksanah arthah, 
dharmah.” Dharma is determined by the injunctions of the Vedas. 
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fuction, for it being of the nature of absence of productioi 
icould never change its nature. Everything has a beginning and 
an end and is therefore false. The existence of all things is like 
a magical or illusory elephant {mayahasti) and exists only as far 
as it merely appears or is related to experience. There is thus 
the appearance of production, movement and things, but the one 
knowledge (i vijnana ) is the unborn, Unmoved, the unthingness 
(avastutva ), the cessation (santam). As the movement of 
burning charcoal is perceived as straight or curved, so it is the 
movement {spandita) of consciousness that appears as the per¬ 
ceiving and the perceived. All the attributes (e.g. straight or 
curved) are imposed upon the charcoal fire, though in reality it 
does not possess them; so also all the appearances are im¬ 
posed upon consciousness, though in reality they do not possess 
them. We could never indicate any kind of causal relation 
between the consciousness and its appearance, which are there¬ 
fore to be demonstrated as unthinkable (acintya). A thing 
( dravya) is the cause of a thing, {dravya), and that which is not 
a thing may be the cause of that which is not a thing, but all 
the appearances are neither things nor those which are not 
things, so neither are appearances produced from the mind 
(dtta), nor is the mind produced by appearances. So long as 
one thinks of cause and effect he has to suffer the cycle of 
existence {samsara), but when that notion ceases there is no 
samsara. All things are regarded as being produced from a 
relative point of view only ( sarpvrti ), there is therefore nothing 
permanent {Sasvata). Again, no existent things are produced, 
hence there cannot be any destruction ( uccheda ). Appearances 
(dharma) are produced only apparently, not in reality; their 
coming into being is like maya, and that maya again does not 
exist. All appearances are like shoots of magic coming out of 
seeds of magic and are not therefore neither eternal nor destruc¬ 
tible. As in dreams, or in magic, men are bom and die, so are all 
appearances. That which appears as existing from an imaginary 
relative point of view ( kalpita samvrti) is not so in reality ( para - 
martha), for the existence depending on others, as shown in all 
relative appearance, is after all not a real existence. That things 
exist, do not exist, do exist and not exist, and neither exist nor 
not exist; that they are moving or steady, or none of those, are 
but thoughts with which fools are deluded. 
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I t i s so obvious that these doctrines are borrowed from the 
Madhya mika doctrines, as found in the NagSrjuna’s karikas and 
the Vijflanavada doctrines, as found in Lankavatara , that it is 
needless to attempt to prove it. Gaudapada assimilated all the 
Buddhist Sunyavada and Vijftanavada teachings,and thought that 
these held good of the ultimate truth preached by the Upanisads. 
It is immaterial whether he was a Hindu or a Buddhist, so long 
as we are sure that he had the highest respect for the Buddha and 
for the teachings which he believed to be his. Gaudapada took 
the smallest Upanisads to comment upon, probably because he 
wished to give his opinions unrestricted by the textual limita¬ 
tions of the bigger ones. His main emphasis is on the truth 
that he realized to be perfect. He only incidentally suggested 
that the great Buddhist truth of indefinable and unspeakable 
vijfSana or vacuity would hold good of the highest atman of the 
Upanisads, and thus laid the foundation of a revival of the 
Upanisad studies on Buddhist lines. How far the Upanisads 
guaranteed in detail the truth of Gaudapada's views it was left 
for his disciple, the great Sankara, to examine and explain. 


Vedanta and Sankara (788-820 A.D.). 

Vedanta philosoph the philosophy which claims to be 
the exposition of the pm ophy taught in the Upanisads and 
summarized in the Brahma - * ras of Badarayana. The Upanisads 
form the last part of the \ a literature, and its philosophy is 
therefore also called some ss the Uttara-MlmamsS or the 
Mimamsa (decision) of the iat r part of the Vedas as distinguished 
from the Mimamsa of the previous part of the Vedas and the 
Brahmanas as incorporated in the Purvamimamsa sutras of 
Jaimini. Though these Brakma-siitras were differently interpreted 
by different exponents, the views expressed in the earliest com¬ 
mentary on them now available, written by 6ankaracarya, have 
attained wonderful celebrity, both on account of the subtle and 
deep ideas it contains, and also on account of the association of the 
illustrious personality of Sankara. So great is the influence of the 
philosophy propounded by Sankara and elaborated by his illus¬ 
trious followers, that whenever we speak of the Vedanta philosophy 
we mean the philosophy that was propounded by Sankara. If 
other expositions are intended the names of the exponents have 
to be mentioned(e.g.Ramanuja-mata, Vallabha-mata,etc.). In this 
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(apter we shall limit ourselves to the exposition of the Vedanta 
philosophy as elaborated by Sankara and his followers. In San¬ 
kara's work (the commentaries on the Brahma-sutra and the ten 
Upanisads) many ideas have been briefly incorporated which as 
found in Sankara do not appear to be sufficiently clear, but are 
more intelligible as elaborated by his followers. It is therefore 
better to take up the Vedanta system, not as we find it in Sankara, 
but as elaborated by his followers, all of whom openly declare 
that they are true to their master’s philosophy. 

For the other Hindu systems of thought, the sQtras ( Jaimitti 
sutra , Nyaya sutra , etc.) are the only original treatises, and no 
foundation other than these is, available. In the case of the 
Vedanta however the original source is the Upanisads, and 
the sStras are but an extremely condensed summary in a 
systematic form. Sankara did not claim to be the inventor or 
expounder of an original system, but interpreted the sutras 
and the Upanisads in order to show that there existed a connected 
and systematic philosophy in the Upanisads which was also 
enunciated in the sutras of Badarayagau The Upanisads were a 
part of the Vedas and were thus regarded as infallible by the 
Hindus. If Sankara could only show that his exposition of them 
was the right one, then his philosophy being founded upon the 
highest authority would be accepted by all Hindus. The most 
formidable opponents in the way of accomplishing his task were 
the Mimamsists^who held that the Vedas did not preach any 
philosophy, for whatever there was in the Vedas was to be 
interpreted as issuing commands to us for performing this or 


that action. They helclihat-if-the Upanisads spoke of Brahman 
and demonstrated the nature of its pure essence, these were mere 
exaggerations intended to put the commandment of performing 
some kind of worship of Brahman into a more attractive form. 
Sankara. could not deny that the purport of the Vedas as found 
in the Brahmanas was explicitly of a mandatory nature as de¬ 
clared by the Mimamsa, but he sought to prove that such could 
not be the purport of the Upanisads, which spoke of the truest 
and the highest knowledge of the Absolute by which the wise 
could attain salvation. He saidjthatj in the karmakanda—the 
(sacrificial injunctions) BriKmanas of the Vedas—the purport of 
the Vedas wjas certainly of a mandatory nature, as it was intended 
for ordinary people who were anxious for this or that pleasure, 
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were never actuated by any desire of knowing the absolute 
truth, but the Upanisads, which were intended for the wise who 
had controlled their senses and become disinclined to all earthly 
j^s, demonstrated the one Absolute, Unchangeable, Brahman 
as the only Truth of the universe. The two parts of the Vedas 
were intended for two classes of persons. Sankara thus did not 
begin by formulating a philosophy of his own by logical and 
psychological analysis, induction, and deduction. He tried to show 
by textual comparison of the different Upanisads, and by refer¬ 
ence to the content of passages in the Upanisads, that they 
were concerned in demonstrating the nature of Brahman (as he 
understood it) as their ultimate end. He had thus to show that 
the uncontradicted testimony of all the Upanisads was in favour 
of the view which he held. HeJl&d to explain all doubtful and 
apparently conflicting texts, and also to show that none of the 
tex ts referred to the doctrines of mahat, prakrti, etc,, of the 
S amkh ya. He had also to interpret the few scattered ideas 
about physics, cosmology, eschatology, etc. that are found in the 
Upanisads consistently with the Brahman philosophy. In order 
to show that the philosophy of the Upanisads as he expounded it 
was a consistent system, he had to remove all the objections that 
his opponents could make regarding the Brahman philosophy, to 
criticize the philosophies of all other schools, to prove them to 
be self-contradictory, and to show that any interpretation of the 
Upanisads, other than that which he gave, was inconsistent and 
wrong. This he did not only in his bhasya on the Brahma-sutras 
but also in his commentaries on the Upanisads. Logic with him 
had a subordinate place, as its main value for us was the aid 
which it lent to consistent interpretations of the purport of the 
Upanisad texts, and to persuading the mind to accept the un- 
jsontradict ed testimony of the Upanisads as the absolute truth. 
jf-Iis disciples followed him in all, and moreover showed in great 
detail that the Brahman philosophy was never contradicted 
either in perceptual experience or in rational thought, and that 
all the realistic categories which Nyaya and other systems 
had put forth were self-contradictory and erroneous. They also 
supplemented his philosophy by constructing a Vedanta epistem- 
_o!ogy,_and by rethinking elaborately the relation of the maya, 
the Brahman, and the world of appearance and other relevant 
topics. Many problems of great philosophical interest which 
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been left out or slightly touched by Sankara were discu; 
lly by his followers. gut it should always be remembered that 
philosophical reasonings and criticisms are always to be taken 
as but aids for convincing our intellect and strengthening our 
faith in the truth revealed in the Upanisads. The true work of 
logic is to adapt the mind to accept them. Logic used for upset- 
ting the instructions of the Upanisads is logic gone astray. Many 
lives of Sankaracarya were written in Sanskrit such as the Sankara - 
digvijaya ,, Sartkara-vijaya-vilasa , Sahkara-jaya> etc. It is regarded 
as almost certain that he was bom between 700 and 800 A.D. in 
the Malabar country in the Deccan. His father £ivaguru was 
a Yajurvedi Brahmin of the Taittirlya branch. Many miracles 
are related of Sankara, and he is believed to have been the 
incarnation of &iva. He turned ascetic in his eighth year and 
became the disciple of Govinda, a renowned sage then residing in 
a mountain cell on the banks of the Narbuda. He then came over 
to Benares and thence went to Badarika£rama. It is said that 
he wrote his illustrious bhSsya on the Brakma-sutra in his twelfth 
year. Later on he also wrote his commentaries on ten Upanisads. 
He returned to Benares, and from this time forth he decided to 
travel all over India in order to defeat the adherents of other 
schools of thought in open debate. It is said that he first went to 
meet Kumarila, but Kumarila was then at the point of death, and 
he advised him to meet KumSrila’s disciple. He defeated Mandana 
and converted him into an ascetic follower of his own. He then 
travelled in various places, and defeating his opponents everywhere 
he established his Vedanta philosophy, which from that time forth 
acquired a dominant influence in moulding the religious life of 
India. 

Sankara carried on the work of his teacher Gaudapada and 
by writing commentaries on the ten Upanisads and the Brahma- 
sutras tried to prove, that the absolutist creed was the one which 
was intended to be preached in the Upanisads and the Brahma - 
sutras 1 . Throughout his commentary on the Brahma-sutras , 
there is ample evidence that he was contending against some 
other rival interpretations of a dualistic tendency which held 
that the Upanisads partly favoured the Samkhya cosmology 

1 The main works of Sankara are his commentaries (bhasya) on the ten Upanisads 
(Ba, Kena, Katha, PraSna, Mundaka, Mandukya, Aitareya, Taittirlya, Brhadaran- 
yaka, and Ch&ndogya), and on the BraMma-sutra. 
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oflfie existence of prakrti. That these were actual textual in¬ 
terpretations of the Brahma-sutras is proved by the fact that 
Sankara in some places tries to show that these textual con¬ 
structions were faulty 1 . In one place he says that others (re¬ 
ferring according to Vacaspati to the Mimamsa) and some of 
us (referring probably to those who interpreted the sutras and 
the Upanisads from the Vedanta point of view) think that the 
soul is permanent. It is to refute all those who were opposed 
to the right doctrine of perceiving everything as the unity 
of the self ( dtmaikatva ) that this Sariraka commentary of 
mine is being attempted 2 . Ramanuja, in the introductory por¬ 
tion of his bhasya on the Brahma-sutra , says that the views of 
Bodhayana who wrote an elaborate commentary on the Brahma- 
sutra were summarized by previous teachers, and that he was 
following this Bodhayana bhasya in writing his commentary. In 
the Vedarthasamgraha of Ramanuja mention is made of Bodha¬ 
yana, Tanka, Guhadeva, Kapardin, Bharuci as Vedantic authorities, 
and Dravidacaryya is referred to as the “bhasyakara commen¬ 
tator. In Chandogya III. x. 4, where the Upanisad cosmology 
appeared to be different from the Visnupurdna cosmology, Safi- 
kara refers to an explanation offered on the point by one whom 
he calls “ acaryya ” {atroktahparihdrah acdryyaih) and Anandagin 
says that "acaryya" there refers to Dravidacaryya. This Dravid¬ 
acaryya is known to us from Ramanuja’s statement as being a 
commentator of the dualistic school, and we have evidence here 
that he had written a commentary on the Chandogya Upanisaa. 

A study of the extant commentaries on the Brahma-sutras of 
BSdarayana by the adherents of different schools of thought 
leaves us convinced that these sutras were regarded by all as 
condensations of the teachings of the Upanisads. The differences 
of opinion were with regard to the meaning of these sutras and 
the Upanisad texts to which references were made by them 
in each particular case. The Brahma-siitra is divided into four 
adhyayas or books, and each of these is divided into four chapters 
or padas. Each of these contains a number of topics of discussion 
(adhikarana ) which are composed of a number of sutras, which 
raise the point at issue, the points that lead to doubt and un¬ 
certainty, and the considerations that should lead one to favour 


1 See note on p. 43a. 

2 Sankara’s bhasya on the Brahma-sutras, 1. iii» 19* 
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^ particular conclusion. As explained by Sankara, most of the: 
sQtras except the first four and the first two chapters of the 
second book are devoted to the textual interpretations of the 
Upanisad passages. Sankara’s method of explaining the Abso¬ 
lutist Vedanta creed does not consist in proving the Vedanta to 
be a consistent system of metaphysics, complete in all parts, but 
in so interpreting the Upanisad texts as to show that they all agree 
in holding the Brahman to be the self and that alone to be the 
only truth. In Chapter I of Book II Sankara tries to answer 
some of the objections that may be made from the Samkhya 
point of view against his absolutist creed and to show that some 
apparent difficulties of the absolutist doctrine did not present 
any real difficulty. In Chapter II of Book II he tries to refute 
the Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya-VaiSesika, the Buddhist, Jaina, Bha- 
gavata and Saiva systems of thought. These two chapters and 
his commentaries on the first four sutras contain the main points 
of his system. The rest of the work is mainly occupied in show¬ 
ing that the conclusion of the sutras was always in strict agree¬ 
ment with the Upanisad doctrines. Reason with Sankara never 
occupied the premier position; its value was considered only 
secondary, only so far as it helped one to the right understanding 
of the revealed scriptures, the Upanisads. The ultimate truth can¬ 
not be known by reason alone. What one debater shows to be 
reasonable a more expert debater shows to be false, and what he 
shows to be right is again proved to be false by another debater. 
So there is no final certainty to which we can arrive by logic 
and argument alone. The ultimate truth can thus only be found 
in the Upanisads; reason, discrimination and judgment are all to 
be used only with a view to the discovery of the real purport 
of the Upanisads. From his own position Sankara was not thus 
bound to vindicate the position of the Vedanta as a thoroughly 
rational system of metaphysics. For its truth did not depend on 
its rationality but on the authority of the Upanisads. But what 
was true could not contradict experience. If therefore Sankara s 
interpretation of the Upanisads was true, then it would not con¬ 
tradict experience. Sankara was therefore bound to show that 
his interpretation was rational and did not contradict experience. 
If he could show that his interpretation was the only interpreta¬ 
tion that was faithful to the Upanisads, and that its apparent 
contradictions with experience could in some way be explained, 
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he considered that he had nothing more to do. He was not writing 
a philosophy in the modem sense of the term, but giving us the 
whole truth as taught and revealed in the Upanisads and not 
'simply a system spun by a clever thinker, which may erroneously 
appear to be quite reasonable. Ultimate validity does not belong 
tg reason but to the scriptures. 

He started with the premise that whatever may be the reason 
it is a fact that all experience starts and moves in an error which 
identifies the self with the body, the senses, or the objects of the 
senses. All cognitive acts presuppose this illusory identification, 
for without it the pure self can never behave as a phenomenal 
knower or perceiver, and without such a perceiver there would 
be no cognitive act. Sankara does not try to prove philosophi¬ 
cally the existence of the pure self as distinct from all other 
things, for he is satisfied in showing that the Upanisads describe 
the pure self unattached to any kind of impurity as the ultimate 
trjijdi. This with him is a matter to which no exception can be 
taken, for it is so revealed in the Upanisads. This point being 
granted, the next point is that our experience is always based 
upon an identification of the self with the body, the senses, etc. and 
the imposition of all phenomenal qualities of pleasure, pain, etc. 
upon the self; and this with Sankara is a beginningless illusion. 
All this had been said by Gaudapada. Sankara accepted Gauda- 
pada’s conclusions, but did not develop his dialectic for a positive 
proof of his thesis. He made use of the dialectic only for the 
refutation of other systems of thought. This being done he 
thought that he had nothing more to do than to show that his 
idea was in agreement with the teachings of the Upanisads. He 
,§h^ the Upanisads held that the pure self as pure being, 

pure intelligence and pure bliss was the ultimate truth. This 
being accepted the world as it appears could not be real. It must 
be a mere magic show of illusion or maya. Sankara never tries 
to prove that the world is maya, but accepts it as indisputable. 
For, if the self is what is ultimately real, the necessary con¬ 
clusion is that all else is mere illusion or maya. He had thus to 
quarrel on one side with the Mlmamsa realists and on the other 
with the Samkhya realists, both of whom accepted the validity 
of the scriptures, but interpreted them in their own way. The 
Mtmamsists held that everything that is said in the Vedas is to be 
interpreted as requiring us to perform particular kinds of action, 
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or to desist from doing certain other kinds. This would mean that 
the Upanisads being a part of the Veda should also be interpreted 
as containing injunctions for the performance of certain kinds of 
actions. The description of Brahman in the Upanisads does not 
therefore represent a simple statement of the nature of Brahman, 
but it implies that the Brahman should be meditated upon as 
possessing the particular nature described there, i.e. Brahman 
should be meditated upon as being an entity which possesses a 
nature which is identical with our self; such a procedure would 
then lead to beneficial results to ,the man who so meditates. 
§ankara. could not agree to such a view. For his main point was 
that the Upanisads revealed the highest truth as the Brahman. 
No meditation or worship or action of any kind was required; 
but one reached absolute wisdom and emancipation when 
the truth dawned on him that the Brahman or self was the 
ultimate reality. The teachings of the other parts of the Vedas, 
the karmakanda (those dealing with the injunctions relating 
to the performance of duties and actions), were intended for in¬ 
ferior types of aspirants, whereas the teachings of the Upanisads, 
the jfianakanda (those which declare the nature of ultimate 
truth and reality), were intended only for superior aspirants who 
had transcended the limits of sacrificial duties and actions, and 
who had no desire for any earthly blessing or for any heavenly 
joy. Throughout his commentary on the Bhagavadgita Sankara 
tried to demonstrate that those who should follow the injunc¬ 
tions of the Veda and perform Vedic deeds, such as sacrifices, 
etc., belonged to a lower order. So long as they remained in 
that order they had no right to follow the higher teachings of 
the Upanisads. They were but karmins (performers of scriptural 
duties). When they succeeded in purging their minds of all 
desires which led them to the performance of the Vedic injunc¬ 
tions, the field of karmamarga (the path of duties), and wanted 
to know the truth alone, they entered the jftanamarga (the way 
/ of wisdom) and had no duties to perform. The study of Vedanta 
j was thus reserved for advanced persons who were no longer 
• inclined to the ordinary joys of life but wanted complete 
emancipation. The qualifications necessary for a man intending 
to study the Vedanta are (i) discerning knowledge about what is 
eternal and what is transitory (i nityanityavastuviveka, >, (2) disin¬ 
clination to the enjoyment of the pleasures of this world or of 
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peace, self-restraint, renunciation, patience, deep concentration 
and faith (Samadamadisadhanasantpaf) and desire for salvation 
(mumuksutva ). The person who had these qualifications should 
study the Upanisads, and as soon as he became convinced of the 
truth about the identity of the self and the Brahman he attained 
emancipation. When once a man realized that the self alone 
was the reality and all else was maya, all injunctions ceased to 
have any force with him. Thus, the path of duties {karma) and 
the path of wisdom (jftana) were intended for different classes of 
persons or adhikarins. There could be no joint performance of 
Vedic duties and the seeking of the highest truth as taught in 
the Upanisads {jftdna-karma-samuccayabh&vah). As against the 
dualists he tried to show that the Upanisads never favoured any 
kind of dualistic interpretations. The main difference between 
the Vedanta as expounded by Gaudapada and as explained by 
Sankara consists in this, that Sankara tried as best he could to 
dissociate the distinctive Buddhist traits found in the exposition 
of the former and to formulate the philosophy as a direct 
interpretation of the older Upanisad texts. In this he achieved 
remarkable success. He was no doubt regarded by some as a 
hidden Buddhist {pracchanna Bauddha), but his influence on 
Hindu thought and religion became so great that he was re¬ 
garded in later times as being almost a divine person or an 
incarnation. His immediate disciples, the disciples of his dis¬ 
ciples, and those who adhered to his doctrine in the succeeding 
generations, tried to build a rational basis for his system in a 
much stronger way than Sankara did. Our treatment of Sankara’s 
philosophy has been based on the interpretations of Vedanta 
thought, as offered by these followers of Sankara. These inter¬ 
pretations are nowhere in conflict with Sankara s doctrines, but 
the questions and problems which Sankara did not raise have 
been raised and discussed by his followers, and without these one 
could not treat Vedanta as a complete and coherent system of 
metaphysics. As these will be discussed in the later sections, 
we may close this with a short description of some of the main 
features of the Vedanta thought as explained by Sahkara. 

Brahman according to Sankara is “the cause from which 
(proceeds) the origin or subsistence and dissolution of this world 
which is extended in names and forms, which includes many 
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ents and enjoyers, which contains the fruit of works specially 
determined according to space, time, and cause, a world which is 
formed after an arrangement inconceivable even by the (imagina¬ 
tion of the) mind 1 .” The reasons that Sankara adduces for the 
existence of Brahman may be considered to be threefold: (i) The 
world must have been produced as the modification of some¬ 
thing, but in the Upanisads all other things have been spoken of 
as having been originated from something other than Brahman, 
so Brahman is the cause from which the world has sprung into 
being, but we could not think that Brahman itself originated from 
something else, for then we should have a regressus ad infinitum 
(< anavastha ). (2) The world is so orderly that it could not have 
come forth from a non-intelligent source. The intelligent source 
then from which this world has come into being is Brahman. 
( 3 ) This Brahman is the immediate consciousness (saksi) which 
shines as the self, as well as through the objects of cognition 
which the self knows. It is thus the essence of us all, the self, 
and'hence it remains undenied even when one tries to deny it, 
for even in the denial it shows itself forth. It is the self of us all 
and is hence ever present to us in all our cognitions. 

Brahman according to Sahkara is the identity of pure intelli¬ 
gence, pure being, and pure blessedness. Brahman is the self of 
us all. So long as we are in our ordinary waking life, we are 
identifying the self with thousands of illusory things, with all that 
we call “I ” or mine, but when in dreamless sleep we are absolutely 
without any touch of these phenomenal notions the nature of our 
true state as pure blessedness is partially realized. The individual 
self as it appears is but an appearance only, while the real truth 
is the true self which is one for all, as pure intelligence, pure 
blessedness, and pure being. 


All creation is illusory may a. But accepting it as mayajt 
may be conceived that God (L»vara) created the world as a mere 
sport; from the true point of view there is no ISvara who creates 
the world, but in the sense in which the world exists, and we all 
exist as separate individuals, we can affirm the existence of 
I&vara, as engaged in creating and maintaining the world. In 
reality all creation is illusory and so the creator also is illusory. 
Brahman, the self, is at once the material cause {upaddna-karand) 
as well as the efficient cause {nimitta-kdrand) of the world. 

1 Sankara’s commentary, I. i. 1. See also Deussen’s System of the Vedanta. 
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There is no difference between the cause and the effect, and the 
effect is but an illusory imposition on the cause—a mere illusion 
of name and form. We may mould clay into plates and jugs and 
call them by so many different names, but it cannot be admitted 
that they are by that fact anything more than clay; their trans¬ 
formations as plates and jugs are only appearances of name an 
form (namarupa). This world, inasmuch as it is but an effect 
imposed upon the Brahman, is only phenomenally existent 
(vyavahanka) as mere objects of name and form (namarupa), but 
the cause, the Brahman, is alone the true reality (paramarthikaf. 


The main idea of the Vedanta philosophy. 

The main idea of the advaita (non-dualistic) Vedanta philo¬ 
sophy as taught by the Sankara school is this, that the ultimate 
and absolute truth is the self, which is one, though appearing as 
many in different individuals. The world also as apart from 
us the individuals has no reality and has no other truth 
to show than this self. All other events, mental or physical, 
are but passing appearances, while the only absolute and un¬ 
changeable truth underlying them all is the self. While other 
systems investigated the pramanas only to examine how far 
they could determine the objective truth of things or our at¬ 
titude in practical life towards them, Vedanta sought to reach 
beneath the surface of appearances, and enquired after the final 
and ultimate truth underlying the microcosm and the macro¬ 
cosm, the subject and the object. The famous instruction of 
Jsvetaketu, the most important Vedanta text ( mahavakya ) says, 
“That art thou, O &vetaketu.” This comprehension of my self 
as the ultimate truth is the highest knowledge, for when this 
knowledge is once produced, our cognition of world-appearances 
will automatically cease. Unless the mind is chastened and purged 
of all passions and desires, the soul cannot comprehend this 
truth; but when this is once done, and the soul is anxious for 
salvation by a knowledge of the highest truth, the preceptor 
instructs him, “That art thou.” At once he becomes the truth 
itself, which is at once identical with pure bliss and pure intelli- 
gence; all ordinary notions and cognitions of diversity and of the 

i All that is important in Sankara’s commentary of the Brahma-sutras has been 
excellently systematised by Deussen in his System cf the Vedanta ; Uw therefore un¬ 
necessary for me to give any long account of this part. Most of what follows has been 
taken from the writings of his followers. 
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tnany cease; there is no duality, no notion of mine and thine; the 
vast illusion of this world process is extinct in him, and he shines 
forth as the one, the truth, the Brahman. All Hindu systems be¬ 
lieved that when man attained salvation, he became divested of all 
world-consciousness, or of all consciousness of himself and his in¬ 
terests, and was thus reduced to his own original purity untouched 
by all sensations, perceptions, feelings and willing, but there the 
idea was this that when man had no bonds of karma and no desire 
and attachment with the world and had known the nature of 
his self as absolutely free and unattached to the world and his 
own psychosis, he became emancipated from the world and all 
his connections with the world ceased, though the world continued 
as ever the same with others. The external world was a reality 
with them; the unreality or illusion consisted in want of true 
knowledge about the real nature of the self, on account of which 
the self foolishly identified itself with world-experiences, worldly 
joys and world-events, and performed good and bad works ac¬ 
cordingly. The force of accumulated karmas led him to undergo 
the experiences brought about by them. While reaping the fruits 
of past karmas he, as ignorant as ever of his own self, worked 
again under the delusion of a false relationship between himself 
and the world, and so the world process ran on. Mukti (salvation) 
meant the dissociation of the self from the subjective psychosis 
and the world. This condition of the pure state of self was re¬ 
garded as an unconscious one by NySya-Vai£esika and Mlmamsa, 
and as a state of pure intelligence by Samkhya and Yoga. But 
with Vedanta the case is different, for it held that the world as 
such has no real existence at all, but is only an illusory imagina¬ 
tion which lasts till the moment when true knowledge is acquired. 
As soon as we come to know that the one truth is the self, the 
Brahman, all our illusory perceptions representing the world as 
a field of experience cease. This happens not because the con¬ 
nections of the self with the world cease, but because the appear¬ 
ance of the world process does not represent the ultimate and 
highest truth about it. All our notions about the abiding 
diversified world (lasting though they may be from beginningless 
time) are false in the sense that they do not represent the real 
truth about it. We not only do not know what we ourselves 
really are, but do not also know what the world about us is. 
We take our ordinary experiences of the world as representing 
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and proceed on our career of daily activity. It is no 

__hat these experiences show us an established order 

having its own laws, but this does not represent the real truth. 
They are true only in a relative sense, so long as they appear to 
be so; for the moment the real truth about them and the self is 
comprehended all world-appearances become unreal, and that one 
truth, the Brahman, pure being, bliss, intelligence, shines forth as 
the absolute—the only truth in world and man. The world-ap¬ 
pearance as experienced by us is thus often likened to the 
illusory perception of silver in a conch-shell’,} for the moment 
the perception appears to be true and the man runs to pick 
it up, as if the conch-shell were a real piece of silver; but 
as soon as he finds out the truth that this is only a piece of 
conch-shell, he turns his back on it and is no longer deluded 
by the appearance or again attracted towards it. The illusion 
of silver is inexplicable in itself, for it was true for all pur¬ 
poses so long as it persisted, but when true knowledge was 
acquired, it forthwith vanished. This world-appearance will also 
vanish when the true knowledge of reality dawns. When false 
knowledge is once found to be false it cannot return again. 
The Upanisads tell us that he who sees the many here is 
doomed. The one, the Brahman, alone is true; all else is but 
delusion of name and form. Qther systems believed that even 
after emancipation, the world would continue as it is, that 
there was nothing illusory in it, but I could not have any 
knowledge of it because of the absence of the instruments by 
the processes of which knowledge was generated. The Sanj- 
k hya purusa cannot know the world when the buddhi-stuff 
is dissociated from it and merged in the prakrti, the Mlm2ms5 
and the Nyaya soul is also incapable of knowing the world 
after emancipation, as it is then dissociated from manas. But 
the Vedanta position is quite distinct here. We cannot know 
the world, for when the right knowledge dawns, the percep¬ 
tion of this world-appearance proves itself to be false to the 
person who has witnessed the truth, the Brahman. An illusion 
cannot last when the truth is known; what is truth is known to 
us, but what is illusion is undemonstrable, unspeakable, and 
indefinite. The illusion runs on from beginningless time; we_do 
not know how it is related to truth A the Brahman, but we know 
that when the truth is once known the false knowledge of this 
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f>rld-appearance disappears once for all. No intermediate link 
is necessary to effect it, no mechanical dissociation of buddhi or 
manas, but just as by , finding out the glittering piece to be a conch- 
shell the illusory perception of silver is destroyed, so this illusory 
perception of world-appearance is also destroyed by a true 
knowledge of the reality, the Brahman. The Upanisads held 
that reality or truth was one, and there was “no many” anywhere, 
and Sankara explained it by adding that the “many” was merely 
an illusion, and hence did not exist in reality and was bound 
to disappear when the truth was known. The world-appearance 
is maya (illusion). This is what Sankara emphasizes in ex¬ 
pounding his constructive system of the Upanisad doctrine. 
The questi on js sometimes as ked, how the maya. bgcp mes asso¬ 
ciated with Brahman. But Vedanta thinks this question illegiti¬ 
mate, for this association did not begin in time either with 
reference to the cosmos or with reference to individual persons. 
In fact there is no real association, for the creation of illusion 
does not affect the unchangeable truth. Maya or illusion is no 
real entity, it. is only false knowledge {avidya) that makes the 
appearance, which vanishes when the reality is grasped and found. 
Maya or avidya has an apparent existence only so long as it 
lasts, but the moment the truth is known it is dissolved. It is 
not a real entity in association with which a real world-appear¬ 
ance has been brought into permanent existence, for it only has 
existence so long as we are deluded by it {pratitika-satta), 
MayS therefore is a category which baffles the ordinary logical 
division of existence and non-existence and the principle of ex¬ 
cluded middle. For the maya can neither be said to be “js” nor 
“i§japt* r (faitvanyatvabhyam anirvacaniya). It cannot be said that 
such a logical category does not exist, for all our dream and 
illusory cognitions demonstrate it to us. They exist as they are 
perceived, but they do not exist since they have no other inde¬ 
pendent existence than the fact of their perception. If it has any 
creative function, that function is as illusive as its own nature, for 
the creation only lasts so long as the error lasts. Brahman, the 
truth, is not in any way sullied or affected by association with 
maya, for there can be no association of the real with the empty, 
the maya, the illusory. It is no real association but a- mere 
appearance. 
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Nature of World-appearance 
In what sense is the world-appearance false ? 



The world i s said to b e false— a m£ E£ product.pf maya. The 
falsehood of this world-appearance has been explained as in¬ 
volved in the category ofthe indefinite which is neither sat “is” 
nor asat “is not;’ Here the opposition of the “is” and “is not” 
is solved by the category of time. The world-appearance is “is 
not,” since it does not continue to manifest itself in all times, and 
has its manifestation up to the moment that the right knowledge 
dawns. It is not therefore “is not” in to sense that a “castle in 
the air” or a hare’s horn is “is not,” for these are called tuccha , 
the absolutely non-existent. world-appearance is said to be 
“is” or existing, since it appears to be so for the time the state of 
ignorance persists in us. Since it exists for a time it is sat (is), 
but since it does not exist for all times it is asat (is not). This 
is the appearance, the falsehood of the world-appearance (jagat- 
prapafica\ that it is, neither sat nor asat in an absolute sense. Or 
rather it may also be said in another way that the falsehood of 
the world-appearance consists in this, that though it appears to 
be the reality or an expression or manifestation of the reality, the 
being, sat x yet when the reality is once rightly comprehended, it 
will be manifest that the world never existed, does not exist, 
and will never exist again. This is just what we find in an illusory 
perception; when once the truth is found out that it is a conch- 
shell, we say that the silver, though it appeared at the time of 
illusory perception to be what we saw before us as “this” (this 
is silver), yet it never existed before, does not now exist, and 
will never exist again. In the case of the illusory perception of 
silver, the “this” (pointing to a thing before me) appeared as 
silver; in the case of the world-appearance, it is the being (sat), 
to Brahman, that appears as the world ; but as in the case when 
the “this” before us is found to be a piece of conch-shell; the 
silver is at once dismissed as having had no existence in the “this” 
before us, so when the Brahman, the being, the reality, is once 
directly realized, the conviction conies that the world never 
existed. The negation of the world-appearance however has no 
separate existence other than the comprehension of the identity 
of the real. The fact that the real is realized is the same as that 
the world-appearance is negated. The negation here involved 
refers both to the thing negated (the world-appearance) and the 
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* legation itself, and hence it cannot be contended that when the 
conviction of the negation of the world is also regarded as 
(for if the negation is not false then it remains as an entity differem 
from Brahman and hence the unqualified monism fails), then this 
reinstates the reality of the world-appearance, for negation of 
world-appearance is as much false as the world-appearance itself, 
and hence on the realization of the truth the negative thesis, 


that the world-appearance does not exist, includes the negation 
also as a manifestation of world-appearance, and hence the only 
thing left is the realized identity of the truth, the being. The 
peculiarity of this illusion of world-appearance is this, that it 
appears as consistent with or inlaid in the being (sat) though it 
is not there. This of course is dissolved when right knowledge 
dawns. This indeed brings home to us the truth that the world- 
appearance is an appearance which is different from what we 
know as real (sadvilaksand); for the real is known to us as 
that which is proved by the pramanas, and which will never 
again be falsified by later experience or other means of proof. 
A thing is said to be true only so long as it is not contradicted; 
but since at the dawn of right knowledge this world-appearance 
will be found to be false and non-existing, it cannot be regarded 
as real 1 . Thus Brahman alone is true, and the world-appearance 
is false; falsehood and truth are not contrary entities .such 
that the negation or the falsehood of falsehood will mean truth. 
The world-appearance is a whole and in referring to it the 
negation refers also to itself as a part of the world-appearance 
and hence not only is the positive world-appearance false, but 
the falsehood itself is also false; when the world-appearance is 
contradicted at the dawn of right knowledge, the falsehood itself 
is also contradicted. 

Brahman^ differs from all other things in this that it js self- 
luminous (svaprakasa) and has noform; it cannot therefore be the 
object of any other consciousness that grasps it All other things, 
ideas, emotions, etc., in contrast to it are called dr$ya (objects of 
consciousness), while if is th ejdrastd (the pure consciousness com¬ 
prehending all objects). As soon as anything is comprehended as 
an expression of a mental state {vrtti)> it is said to have a form and 
it becomes drsya, and this is the characteristic of all objects of 
consciousness that they cannot reveal themselves apart from being 
manifested as objects of consciousness through a mental state. 


1 See Advaitasiddhiy Mitkyatvanirukti. 




Brahman and the Appearante 


fan also, so long as it is understood as a meaning of 
Jpanisad text, is not in its true nature; it is only when it shines 
forth as apart from the associations of any form that it is svaprakasa 
and drasta. The knowledge of t he pure Br ahman i s devoid of any 
form nr mode " The notion of drsyatva (objectivity) carries with 
it also the notion of jadatva (materiality) or its nature as non- 
consciousness (ajnanatva) and non-selfness (andtmatvd) which 
consists in the want of self-luminosity of objects of consciousness. 
The relation of consciousness ( jhana ) to its objects cannot be 
regarded as real but as mere illusory impositions, for as we shall 
see later, it is not possible to determine the relation between 
knowledge and its forms. Just as the silver-appearance of the 
conch-shell is not its own natural appearance, so the forms in 
which consciousness shows itself are not its own natural essence. 




In the state of emancipation when supreme bliss ( dnaudd ) shines 
forth, the ananda is not an object or form of the illuminating 
consciousness, but it is the illumination itself. Whenever there 
is a form associated with consciousness, it is an ex traneous illusory 
i mposition on the pure consciousness. .Thes e forms ^are different 
from the essence of consciousness, not only in this that they 
depend on consciousness tor their expression and are themselves 
but objects of consciousness, but also in this that dje.y are _all 
jfrn.it? determinations ( paticchinnu ), whereas consciousness, the 
abiding essence, is everywhere present without any limit what¬ 
soever. The forms of the object such as cow, jug, etc. are limited 
in themselves in what they are, but through them all the pure 
being runs by virtue of which we say that the cow is, the jug is, 
the pot is. Apart from this pure being running through all the 
individuaL Appearances, there is no other class (jdti) such as 
cowness or jugness, but it is on this pure being that different 
individual forms are illusorily imposed {ghatadikani sadarthe - 
kalpiiam , pratyekam tadanubiddhatvena pratiyamanatvat ). So 
this world-appearance which is essentially different from the 
Brahman, the being which forms the material cause on which it 
is imposed, is false (; updddnanisfhdtyantdbhdvapratiyogitvalcik~ 
sanamithyatvasiddhih —as Citsukha has it). 


The nature of the world-appearance, phenomena. 

The world-appearance is not however so illusory as the per¬ 
ception of silver in the conch-shell, for the latter type of worldly 
illusions is called pratibhdsika> as they are contradicted by other 
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fekr experiences, whereas tthcillusion of world-appearance is never 
contradicted in this worldly stage and is thus pallecj vyavaharika 
(from vyavahara, practice, i.e. that on which is based all our 
practical movements). So long as the right knowledge of the 
Brahman as the only reality does not dawn, the world-appearance 
runs on in an orderly manner uncontradicted by the accumulated 
experience of all men, and as such it must be held to be true. 
It is only because there comes such a stage in which the world- 
appearance ceases to manifest itself that we have to say that^from 
the ultimate and absolute point of view the world-appearance is 
false and unreal. As against this doctrine of the Vedanta it is 
sometimes asked how, as we see the reality ( sattva) before us, 
we can deny that it has truth. To this the Vedanta answers 
that the, notion of reality cannot be derived from the senses, nor 
can it be defined as that which is the content of right knowledge, 
for we cannot have any conception of right knowledge without 
a conception of reality, and no conception of reality without a 
conception of right knowledge. The conception of reality com¬ 
prehends within it the notions of unalterability, absoluteness, and 
independence, which cannot be had directly from experience, 
as this gives only an appearance but cannot certify its truth. 
Judged from this point of view it will be evident that the true 
reality in all our experience is the one self-luminous flash of 
consciousness which is ail through identical with itself in all its 
manifestations of appearance. Our present experience of the 
world-appearance cannot in any way guarantee that it will not 
be contradicted at some later stage. What really persists in all 
experience is . the being (sat) and not its forms. This being that 
is associated with all our experience is not a universal genus nor 
merely the individual appearance of the moment, but it is the 
being, the truth which forms the substratum of all objective events 
and appearances (ekenaiva sarvanugatena sarvatra satpratitih). 
Things are not existent because they possess the genus of being 
(sat) as Nyaya supposes, but they are so because they are them¬ 
selves but appearance imposed on one identical being as the basis 
and ground of all experience. Being is thus said to be the basis 
(adhisthana) on which the illusions appear. This being is not 
different with different things but one in all appearances. Our 
perceptions of the world-appearance could have been taken as a 
guarantee of their reality, if the reality which is supposed of them 




World-appearance not ultimately true 

yd perceived by the senses, and if inference and sruti (scri 
^did not point the other way. Perception can of course in¬ 
validate inference, but it can do so only when its own validity 
has been ascertained in an undoubted and uncontested manner. 
But this is not the case with our perceptions of the world-ap¬ 
pearance, for our present perceptions cannot prove that these 
will never be contradicted in future, and inference and iruti are 
also against it. The mere fact that I perceive the world-appearance 
cannot prove that what I perceive is true or real, if it is contradicted 
^inference. We all perceive the sun to be small, but our per¬ 
ception in this case is contradicted by inference and we have 
hence to admit that our perceptions are erroneous. We depend 
(upajlvya ) indeed for all our transactions o n perce ption, but such 
dependence cannot prove that that on which we depend is ab¬ 
solutely valid. Validity or reality can only be ascertained by 
proper examination and enquiry ( pariksa ), which may convince 
us that there is no error in it. True it is that by the universal 
testimony of our contemporaries and by the practical fruition and 
realization of our endeavours in the external world, it is proved 
beyond doubt that the world-appearance before us is a reality. 
But this sort of examination and enquiry cannot prove to us with 
any degree of satisfaction that the world-appearance will never 
be contradicted at any time or at any stage. The Vedanta al§o 
a dmits tha t our examination and enquiry prove to us that the 
world-appearance now exists as it appears ; it only denies that it 
cannot continue to exist for all times, and a time will come when 
to the emancipated person the world-appearance will cease to 
exist. The experience, observation, and practical utility of the 
objects as perceived by us cannot prove to us that these will 
never be contradicted at any future time. jQur..perceptic>n of the 
world-appearance cannot therefore disprove the Vedanta inference 
tHat the world-appearance is false,/ and it will demonstrate itself 
to be so at the time when the right knowledge of Brahman as 
one dawns in us. The testimony of the Upanisads also contradicts 
the perception which grasps the world-appearance in its manifold 
aspects 

Moreover we are led to think that the ^world-appearance is 
false, fo r it is not possible for us to discover any true relation 
between the consciousness (drk) an d the objects of c onsciousne ss 
(drfyaj. Consciousness must be admitted to have some kind of 
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snnection with the objects which it illumines, for had it not been 
so there could be any knowledge at any time irrespective of its 
connections with the objects. But it is not possible to imagine 
any kind of connection between consciousness and its objects, for 
it can neither be contact (samyoga) nor inherence ( samavdya)\ 
and apart from these two kinds of connections we know of no 
other. We say that things are the objects of our consciousness, 
but what is meant by it is indeed difficult to define. It cannot 
be that objectivity of consciousness means that a special effect 
like the jflatata of Mlmamsa is produced upon the object, for such 
an effect is not admissible or perceivable in any way; nor can 
objectivity also mean any practical purpose (of being useful to us) 
associated with the object as Prabhakara thinks, for there are 
many things which are the objects of our consciousness but not 
considered as useful (e.g. the sky). Objectivity also cannot mean 
that the thing is the object of the thought-movement ( jndna - 
karana) involved in knowledge, for this can only be with reference 
to objects present to the perceiver, and cannot apply to objects 
of past time about which one may be conscious, for if the thing is 
not present how can it be made an object of thought-movement ? 
Objectivity further cannot mean that the things project their own 
forms on the knowledge and are hence called objects, for though 
this may apply in the case of perception, it cannot be true of 
inference, where the object of consciousness is far away and does 
not mould consciousness after its own form. Thus in whatever 
way we may try to conceive manifold things existing separately 
and becoming objects of consciousness we fail. We have also 
seen that jtjs^difficult to conceive of any kind of relation sub¬ 
sisting between objects and consciousness, and hence it has to be 
admitted that the imposition of the world-appearance is after all 
nothing but illusory. 

Now though all things are but illusory impositions on con¬ 
sciousness yet {for the illum ination of specific objects/it is admitted 
even by Vedanta that this can only take place through specific 
sense-contact and particular mental states (vrtti) or modes / but 
if that be so why not rather admit that this can take place 
even on the assumption of the absolute reality of the manifold 
external world without ? The answer that the Vedanta gives to 
such a question is this, that\the phenomenon of illumination has 
not to undergo any gradual process, for it is the work of one 
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Consciousness as Illumination 

like the work of the light of a lamp in removing darkness; 
so jt not possible that the external reality should have to 
pass through any process before consciousness could arise ; what 
happens is simply this, that th e reality (sat) which subsists in all 
s as the same identical one reveals the object as soon as its 
veil is removed by association with the vrtti (mental mould or 
state). It is like a light which directly and immediately illuminates 
everything with which it comes into relation. Such an Illumina¬ 
tion of objects by its underlying reality would have been con- 
tinuojji^ if there were no veils or covers, but that is not so as the 
reality is hidden by the veil of ajfiana (nescience). This veil is 
removed as soon as the light of consciousness shines through a 
mental mould or vrtti, and as soon as it is removed the thing 
shines forth. Even before the formation of the vrtti the illusory 
impositions on the reality had still been continuing objectively, 
but it could not be revealed as it was hidden by ajftana which is 
removed by the action of the corresponding vrtti; and as soon as 
the veil is removed the thing shines forth in its true light. JThe 
action of the senses, eye, etc serves but to modify the vrtti of the 
<y}d the vrtti of the mind once formed, the corresponding 
veil which was covering the corresponding specific part of 
the world-appearance is removed, and the illumination of the 
object which was already present, being divested of the veil, shows 
itself forth. The illusory creations were there, but they could not 
be manifested on account of the veil of nescience. As soon as the 
veil is removed by the action of the vrtti the light of reality shows 
the corresponding illusory creations. So consciousness in itself 
is the ever-shining light of reality which is never generated but 
ever exists; errors of perception (e.g. silver in the conch-shell) 
take place not because the dosa consisting of the defect of the 
eye, the glaze of the object and such other elements that con¬ 
tributed to the illusion, generated the knowledge, but because it 
generated a wrong vrtti. It is because of the generation of the 
wrong vrtti that the manifestation is illusory. In the illusion 
“this is silver” as when we mistake the conch-shell for the silver, 
it is the ctt y consciousness or reality as underlying the object 
represented to us by “this” or "idam" that is the basis ( adhistkana) 
of the illusion of silver. The cause of error is our nescience or 
non-cognition ( ajftana J of it in the form of the conch-shell, whereas 
the right knowledge is the cognition of it as conch-shell. The 
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sis is not in the content of my knowledge as manifested 
mental state ( vrtti ), so that the illusion is not of the form 
that the “knowledge is silver” but of “this is silver.” Objective 
phenomena as such have reality as their basis, whereas the ex¬ 
pression of illumination of them as states of knowledge is made 
through the dt being manifested through the mental mould or 
states. Without the vrtti there is no illuminating knowledge. 
Phenomenal creations are there in the world moving about as 
shadowy forms on the unchangeable basis of one cit or reality, 
but this basis, this light of reality, can only manifest these forms 
when the veil of nescience covering them is temporarily removed 
by their coming in touch with a mental mould or mind-modifica¬ 
tion ( vrtti ). It is sometimes said that since all illumination of 
knowledge must be through the mental states there is no other 
entity of pure consciousness apart from what is manifested 
through the states. This Vedanta does not admit, for it holds 
that it is necessary that before the operation of the mental 
states can begin to interpret reality, reality must already be 
there and this reality is nothing but pure consciousness. Had 
there been no reality apart from the manifesting states of know¬ 
ledge, the validity of knowledge would also cease; so it has to 
be admitted that there is the one eternal self-luminous reality 
untouched by the characteristics of the mental states, which are 
material and suffer origination and destruction. It is this self- 
luminous consciousness that seems to assume diverse forms 
in connection with diverse kinds of associations or limitations 
\upddhi). It manifests ajhana (nescience) and hence does not by 
itself remove the ajfiana, except when it is reflected through any 
specific kind of vrtti. There is of course no difference, no inner 
and outer varieties between the reality, the pure consciousness 
which is the essence, the basis and the ground of all phenomenal 
appearances of the objective world, and the consciousness that 
manifests itself through the mental states. There is only one 
identical pure consciousness or reality, which is at once the basis 
of the phenomena as well as their interpreter by a reflection 
through the mental states or vrttis. 

The phenomena or objects called the dr£ya can only be de¬ 
termined in their various forms and manifestations but not as 
to their ultimate reality; there is no existence as an entity of 
any relation such as samyoga (contact) or samavaya (inherence) 





Brahman , the ground of Illusory Impositions 

ween them and the pure consciousness called the drk ; for the 
truth is this, that the drk (perceiver) and the driya (perceived) 
have one identical reality; the forms of phenomena are but 
illusory creations on it. 

It is sometimes objected that in the ordinary psychological 
illusion such as “this is silver,” the knowledge of “this” as a thing 
is only of a general and indefinite nature, for it is perceived 
as a thing but its special characteristics as a conch-shell are not 
noticed, and thus the illusion is possible. But in Brahman or pure 
consciousness there are neither definite nor indefinite charac¬ 
teristics of any kind, and hence it cannot be the ground of any 
illusion as the piece of conch-shell perceived indefinitely as a mere 
“this” can be. The answer of Vedanta is that when the Brahman 
stands as the ground (adhifthand) of the world-appearance its 
characteristic as sat or real only is manifested, whereas its special 
character as pure and infinite bliss is never noticed; or rather it 
may be said that the illusion of world-appearance is possible 
because the Brahman in its true and correct nature is never re¬ 
vealed to us in our objective consciousness; when I say “ the jug is,” 
the “isness,” or “being,” does not shine in its purity, but only as 
a characteristic of the jug-form, and this is the root of the illusion. 
In all our experiences only the aspect of Brahman as real shines 
forth in association with the manifold objects, and therefore the 
Brahman in its true nature being unknown the illusion is made 
possible. It is again objected that since the world-appearance 
can serve all practical purposes, it must be considered as real and 
not illusory. But the Vedanta points out that even by illusory 
perceptions practical effects are seen to take place; the illusory 
perception of a snake in a rope causes all the fear that a real snake 
could do; even in dreams we feel happy and sad, and dreams 
may be so bad as to affect or incapacitate the actual physical 
functions and organs of a man. So it is that the past impressions 
imbedded in us continuing from beginningless time are sufficient 
to account for our illusory notions, just as the impressions pro¬ 
duced in actual waking life account for the dream creations. 
According to the good or bad deeds that a man has done in 
previous lives and according to the impressions or potencies 
{samskara) of his past lives each man has a particular kind of 
world-experience for himself and the impressions of one cannot 
affect the formation of the illusory experience of the other. But 
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experience of the world-appearance is not wholly a subjective 
creation for each individual, for even before his cognition the 
phenomena of world-appearance were running in some unknow¬ 
able state of existence ( svena adhyastasya samskarasya viyaddd - 
yadhyasajanakatvopapatteh tatpratityabhavepi tadadhyasasya piir- 
vam sattvat krtsnasydpi vyavaharikapadarthasya ajndtasattva - 
bhyupagamai). It is again sometimes objected that illusion is 
produced by malobserved similarity between the ground ( adhi - 
sthana) and the illusory notion as silver in “this is silver/’ but 
no such similarity is found between the Brahman and the world- 
appearance. To this Vedanta says that similarity is not an in¬ 
dispensable factor in the production of an illusion (e.g. when a 
white conch is perceived as yellow owing to the defect of the eye 
through the influence of bile or pitta). Similarity helps the pro¬ 
duction of illusion by rousing up the potencies of past impressions 
or memories; but this rousing of past memories may as well be 
done by adrsta —the unseen power of our past good or bad deeds. 
In ordinary illusion some defect is necessary but the illusion of 
this world-appearance is beginningless, and hence it awaits no 
other dosa (defect) than the avidya (nescience) which constitutes 
the appearance. Here avidya is the only dosa and Brahman is the 
only adhisthana or ground. Had there not been the Brahman, the 
self-luminous as the adhisthana, the illusory creations could not 
have been manifested at all. The cause of the direct perception 
of illusion is the direct but indefinite perception of the adhisthana. 
Hence where the adhisthana is hidden by the veil of avidya, the 
association with mental states becomes necessary for removing 
the veil and manifesting thereby the self-luminous adhisthana 
As soon as the adhisthana, the ground, the reality, the blissful 
self-luminous Brahman is completely realized the illusions dis¬ 
appear. The disappearance of the phenomena means nothing 
more than the realization of the self-luminous Brahman. 


The Definition of AjtS&na (nescience). 

Ajflana the cause of all illusions is defined as that which is 
beginningless, yet positive and removable by knowledge {anadi- 
bhdvarupatve sati jndnanivartyatvam). Though it manifests itself 
in all ordinary things (veiled by it before they become objects of 
perception) which have a beginning in time, yet it itself has no 
beginning, for it is associated with the pure consciousness which 
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Nature of Ajndna 

is beginningless. Again though it has been described as positive 
(< bhavarupa ) it can very well constitute the essence of negation 
(abhdva ) too, for the positivity ( bhavatva ) does not mean here the 
opposite of abhava (negation) but notes merely its difference from 
abhava ('abhava-vilaksanatvamatram vivaksitam). Ajftana is not 
a positive entity ( bhdva ) like any other positive entity, but it is 
called positive simply because it is not a mere negation ( abhdva ). 
It is a category which is believed neither to be positive in the' 
ordinary sense nor negative, but a third one which is different 
both from position as well as from negation. It is sometimes 
objected that ajftana is a mere illusory imagination of the moment 
caused by defect (< dosa ) and hence it cannot be beginningless 
(anddi ); but Vedanta holds that the fact that it is an imagination 
or rather imposition, does not necessarily mean that it is merely 
a temporary notion produced by the defects; for it could have 
been said to be a temporary product of the moment if the ground 
as well as the illusory creation associated with it came into being 
for the moment, but this is not the case here, as the cit, the 
ground of illusion, is ever-present and the ajftana therefore being 
ever associated with it is also beginningless. The ajftana is the 
indefinite which is veiling everything, and as such is different 
from the definite or the positive and the negative. Though it is 
beginningless yet it can be removed by knowledge, for to have 
a beginning or not to have it does not in any way determine 
whether the thing is subject to dissolution or not for the dis¬ 
solution of a thing depends upon the presence of the thing which 
can cause it; and it is a fact, that when knowledge comes the 
illusion is destroyed; it does not matter whether the cause which 
produced the illusion was beginningless or not. Some Vedantists 
however define ajftana as the substance constituting illusion, and 
say that though it is not a positive entity yet it may be regarded 
as forming the substance of the illusion; it is not necessary that 
only a positive entity should be the matter of any thing, for what 
is necessary for the notion of a material cause ( upadana ) is this, 
that it should continue or persist as the same in all changes of 
effects. It is not true that only what is positive can persist in 
and through the effects which are produced in the time process. 
Illusion is unreal and it is not unnatural that the ajftana which 
also is unreal should be the cause of it. 
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Ajnana established by Perception and Inference. 



Ajftana defined as the indefinite which is neither positive nor 
negative is also directly experienced by us in such perceptions 
as “ I do not know, or I do not know myself or anybody else,” 
or “ I do not know what you say” or more particularly “ I had 
been sleeping so long happily and did not know anything. Such 
perceptions point to an object which has no definite characteristics, 
and which cannot properly be said to be either positive or negative. 
It may be objected that the perception “ I do not know ” is not 
the perception of the indefinite, the ajftana, but merely the nega¬ 
tion of knowledge. To this Vedanta says that had it been the 
perception of a negation merely, then the negation must have 
been associated with the specific object to which it applied. 


A negation must imply the thing negatived; in fact negation 
generally appears as a substantive with the object of negation 
as a qualifying character specifying the nature of the negation. 
But the perception “I do not know or I had no knowledge” does 
not involve the negation of any particular knowledge of any 
specific object, but the knowledge of an indefinite objectless 
ignorance. Such an indefinite ajftana is positive in the sense that 
it is certainly not negative,but this positive indefinite is not positive 
in the same sense in which other definite entities are called positive, 
for it is merely the characterless, passive indefinite showing itself 
in our experience. If negation meant only a general negation, 
and if the perception of negation meant in each case the per¬ 
ception of a general negation, then even where there is a jug on 
the ground, one should perceive the negation of the jug on the 
ground, for the general negation in relation to other things is there. 
Thus negation of a thing cannot mean the general notion of the 
negation of all specific things ; similarly a general negation with¬ 
out any specific object to which it might apply cannot manifest 
itself to consciousness; the notion of a general negation of know¬ 
ledge is thus opposed to any and every knowledge, so that if the 
latter is present the former cannot be, but the perception “ I do 
not know ” can persist, even though many individual objects be 
known to us. Thus instead of saying that the perception of “ I do 
not know ” is the perception of a special kind of negation, it is 
rather better to say that it is the perception of a different category 
namely the indefinite, the ajftana. It is our common experience 
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lat after experiencing the indefinite ( ajndnd ) of a specific type 


A jftana not Negation 
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we launch forth in our endeavours to remove it So it has to be 
admitted that the perception of the indefinite is different from the 
perception of mere negation. The character of our perceiving 
consciousness ( sdksi ) is such that both the root ajfiana as well 
as its diverse forms with reference to particular objects as repre¬ 
sented in mental states (vrtti-jHand), are comprehended by it. 
Of course when the vrttijfiana about a thing as in ordinary 
perceptions of objects comes in, the ajfiana with regard to it is 
temporarily removed, for the vrttijfiana is opposed to the ajfiana. 
But so far as our own perceiving consciousness (sdksi-caitatiya) 
is conceived it can comprehend both the ajfiana and the jflana 
(knowledge) of things. It is thus often said that all things show 
themselves to the perceiving consciousness either as known or 
as unknown. Thus the perceiving consciousness comprehends all 
positives either as indefinite ajfiana or as states of knowledge 
or as specific kinds of ajfiana or ignorance, but it is unable to 
comprehend a negation, for negation ( abkavd ) is not a perception, 
but merely the absence of perception ( anupalabdhi ). Thus when 
I say I do not know this, I perceive the indefinite in consciousness 
with reference to that thing, and this is not the perception of a 
negation of the thing. An objection is sometimes raised from 
the Nyaya point of view that since without the knowledge of a 
qualification (vtsesana) the qualified thing ( visista ) cannot be 
known, the indefinite about an object cannot be present in con¬ 
sciousness without the object being known first. To this Vedanta 
replies that the maxim that the qualification must be known 
before the qualified thing is known is groundless, for we can as 
well perceive the thing first and then its qualification. It is not 
out of place here to say that negation is not a separate entity, 
but is only a peculiar mode of the manifestation of the positive. 
Even the naiyayikas would agree that in the expression “ there 
is no negation of a jug here,” no separate negation can be accepted, 
for the jug is already present before us. As there are distinctions 
and differences in positive entities by illusory impositions, so 
negations are also distinguished by similar illusory impositions 
and appear as the negation of jug, negation of cloth, etc.; so all 
distinctions between negations are unnecessary, and it may be 
accepted that negation like position is one which appears as many 
on account of illusory distinctions and impositions. Thus the 
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content of negation being itself positive, there is no reason to 
object that such perceptions as u I do not know ” refer to the 
perception of an indefinite ajfiana in consciousness. So also he 
perception " I do not know what you say ” is not the perception 
of negation, for this would require that the hearer should know 
first what was said by the speaker, and if this is so then it is 
impossible to say “ I do not know what you say.” 

So also the cognition “I was sleeping long and did not 
know anything ” has to be admitted as referring to the perception 
of the indefinite during sleep. It is not true as some say that 
during sleep there is no perception, but what appears to the 
awakened man as “ I did not know any thing so long ” is only an 
inference; for, it is not possible to infer from the pleasant and 
active state of the senses in the awakened state that the activity 
had ceased in the sleep state and that siace he had no object of 
knowledge then, he could not know anything; for there is no 
invariable concomitance between the pleasant and active state of 
the senses and the absence of objects of knowledge in the im¬ 
mediately preceding state. During sleep there is a mental state 
of the form of the indefinite, and during the awakened state it is 
by the impression ( samskara) of the aforesaid mental state of 
ajfiana that one remembers that state and says that “ I did not 
perceive anything so long.” The indefinite (ajftona) perceived in 
consciousness is more fundamental and general than the mere 
negation of knowledge (Jnandbkava) and the two are so connected 
that though the latter may pot be felt, yet it can be inferred fror\ 


the perception of the indefinite. The indefinite though not definite 
is thus a positive content different from negation and is perceived as 
such in direct and immediate consciousness both in the awakened 
state as well as in the sleeping state. 

The presence of this ajfiana may also be inferred from the 
manner in which knowledge of objects is revealed in consciousness, 
as this always takes place in bringing a thing into consciousness 
which was not known or rather known as indefinite before we 
say “ I did not know it before, but I know it now.” My present 
knowledge of the thing thus involves the removal of an indefinite 
which was veiling it before and positing it in consciousness, just 
as the first streak of light in utter darkness manifests itself by 
removing the darkness 1 . Apart from such an inference its exist- 


1 Sec Paticap&dikavivarana , Tattvadipana , and Aduaitasiddhi. 
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Locus of Ajftana 

alee is also indicated by the fact that the infinite bliss of Brahman 
does not show itself in its complete and limitless aspect. If there 
was no ajfiana to obstruct, it would surely have manifested itself 
in its fullness. Again had it not been for this ajfiana there would 
have been no illusion. It is the ajfiana that constitutes the sub¬ 
stance of the illusion; for there is nothing else that can be regarded 


as constituting its substance; certainly Brahman could not, as it 
is unchangeable. This ajfiana is manifested by the perceiving 
consciousness (sdksi) and not by the pure consciousness. The 
perceiving consciousness is nothing but pure intelligence which 
reflects itself in the states of avidya (ignorance). 


Locus and Object of AjnSna, Ahamkfira, and Antaljkarana. 

This ajfiana rests on the pure cit or intelligence. This cit or 
Brahman is of the nature of pure illumination, but yet it is not 
opposed to the ajfiana or the indefinite. The cit becomes opposed 
to the ajfiana and destroys it only when it is reflected through the 
mental states (vrtti). The ajfiana thus rests on the pure cit and not 
on the cit as associated with such illusory impositions as go to 
produce the notion of ahatn” ov the individual soul; \ acaspati 
MiSra however holds that the ajfiana does not rest on the pure cit 
but on the jiva (individual soul). Madhava reconciles this view of 
Vacaspati with the above view, and says that the ajfiana may be 
regarded as resting on the jiva or individual soul from this point of 
view that the obstruction of the pure cit is with reference to the jiva 
(Cinmdtrdsritam ajhdnam jivapaksapdtitvat jivasritam ucyate 
Vivaranaprameya, p. 48). The feeling “I do not know seems 
however to indicate that the ajfiana is with reference to the per¬ 
ceiving self in association with its feeling as ego or “ I ”; but this 
is not so; such an appearance however is caused on account of 
the close association of ajfiana with antahkarana (mind) both of 
which are in essence the same (see Vivaranaprameyasamgraha, 

p. 48). 

The ajfiana however does not only rest on the cit, but it has 
the cit as its visaya or object too, i.e. its manifestations are 
with reference to the self-luminous cit The self-luminous cit is 
thus the entity on which the veiling action of the ajfiana is noticed; 
the veiling action is manifested not by destroying the self-luminous 
character, nor by stopping a future course of luminous career on 
the part of the cit, nor by stopping its relations with the visaya, 
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»ut by causing such an appearance that the self-luminous cit 
seems so to behave that we seem to think that it is not or it does 
not shine (ndsti na prakctiate iti vyavaharah) or rather there is no 
appearance of its shining or luminosity. To say that Brahman is 
hidden by the ajflana means nothing more than this, that it is 
such (tadyogyata) that the ajilSna can so relate itself with it that 
it appears to be hidden as in the state of deep sleep and other 
states of ajftana-consciousness in experience. Ajflana is thus 
considered to have both its locus and object in the pure cit. It 
is opposed to the states of consciousness, for these at once dispel 
it. The action of this ajflana is thus on the light of the reality 
which it obstructs for us, so long as the obstruction is not dissolved 
by the states of consciousness. This obstruction of the cit is not 
only with regard to its character as pure limitless consciousness 
but also with regard to its character as pure and infinite bliss; 
so it is that though we do not experience the indefinite in our 
pleasurable feelings, yet its presence as obstructing the pure cit 
is indicated by the fact that the full infinite bliss constituting the 
essence of Brahman is obstructed; and as a result of that there 
is only an incomplete manifestation of the bliss in our phenomenal 
experiences of pleasure. The ajflana is one,but it seems to obstruct 
the pure cit in various aspects or modes, with regard to which it 
may be said that the ajflana has many states as constituting the 
individual experiences of the indefinite with reference to the 
diverse individual objects of experience. These states of ajflana 
are technically called tulajflana or avasthajflana. Any state of 
consciousness (vrttijflana) removes a manifestation of the ajflana 
as tulajflana and reveals itself as the knowledge of an object. 

The most important action of this ajflana as obstructing the 
pure cit, and as creating an illusory phenomenon is demonstrated 
in the notion of the ego or ahamkara. This notion of ahamkara 
is a union of the true self, the pure consciousness and other 
associations, such as the body, the continued past experiences, etc.; 
it is the self-luminous characterless Brahman that is found ob¬ 
structed in the notion of the ego as the repository of a thousand 
limitations, characters, and associations. This illusory creation of 
the notion of the ego runs on from beginningless time, each set 
of previous false impositions determining the succeeding set of 
impositions and so on. This blending of the unreal associations 
held up in the mind ( antahkarana ) with the real, the false with 


MINIS T/ty 



Mimamsa and Nyaya Objections 


45 


unru j^ that is at the root of illusion. It is the antahkarana taken 
as the self-luminous self that reflects itself in the cit as the notion 
of the ego. Just as when we say that the iron ball (red hot) burns, 
there are two entities of the ball and the fire fused into one, so 
here also when I say “ I perceive” there are two distinct elements 
of the self as consciousness and the mind or antahkarana fused 
into one. The part or aspect associated with sorrow, materiality, 
and changefulness represents the antahkarana, whereas that which 
appears as the unchangeable perceiving consciousness is the self. 
Thus the notion of ego contains two parts, one real and the other 
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unreal. 

We remember that this is distinctly that which Prabhakara 
sought to repudiate. Prabhakara did not consider the self to be 
self-luminous, and held that such is the threefold nature of 
thought {triputt), that it at once reveals the knowledge, the 
object of knowledge, and the self. He further said that the 
analogy of the red-hot iron ball did not hold, for the iron ball 
and the fire are separately experienced, but the self and the 
antahkarana are never separately experienced, and we can 
never say that these two are really different and only have an 
illusory appearance of a seeming unity. Perception (< anubhava ) 
is like a light which illuminates both the object and the self, and 
like it does not require the assistance of anything else for the 
fulfilling of its purpose. But the Vedanta objects to this saying 
that according to Prabhakara’s supposition it is impossible to 
discover any relation between the self and the knowledge. If 
knowledge can be regarded as revealing itself, the self may as 
well be held to be self-luminous; the self and the knowledge 
are indeed one and the same. Kumarila thinks this thought 
(,anubhava ) to be a movement, Nyaya and Prabhakara as a 
quality of the self 1 . But if it were a movement like other move¬ 
ments,it could not affect itself as illumination. If it wereasubstance 
and atomic in size, it would only manifest a small portion of 
a thing, if all-pervasive then it would illuminate everything, 
if of medium size it would depend on its parts for its own 


1 According to Nyaya the Stman is conscious only through association with con¬ 
sciousness, but it is not consciousness (tit). Consciousness is associated with it only 
as a result of suitable collocations. Thus Nydyamanjari in refuting the doctrine of 
self-luminosity {svaprakaia) says (p. 432) 

sacetanaJcitm yogdttadyogma vind jadah 
narihavabhasadanyaddh i caitanyam ntWia manmake. 


[ 


MINIS/*,. 


The Sankara School of Vedanta 

nd not on the self. If it is regarded as a quality 
of the self as the light is of the lamp, then also it has necessarily 
to be supposed that it was produced by the self, for from what 
else could it be produced ? Thus it is to be admitted that the 
self, the atman, is the self-luminous entity. No one doubts any 
of his knowledge, whether it is he who sees or anybody else. 
The self is thus the same as vijftana, the pure consciousness, 
which is always of itself self-luminous 1 . 

Again, though consciousness is continuous in all stages, 

' waking or sleeping, y^t ahamkara is absent during deep sleep. 
It is true that on waking from deep sleep one feels “I slept 
happily and did not know anything ” : yet what happens is this, 
that during deep sleep the antahkarana and the ahamkara are 
altogether submerged in the ajftana, and there are only the 
ajftana and the self; on waking, this ahamkara as a state of 
antahkarna is again generated, and then it associates the per¬ 
ception of the ajftana in the sleep and originates the perception 
«I did not know anything ” This ahamkara which is a mode 
(vrtti) of the antahkarana is thus constituted by avidya, and is 
manifested as jflana^akti (power of knowledge) and kriya&kti 
(power of work). This kriyaSakti of the ahamkara is illusorily 
imposed upon the self, and as a result of that the sell appears to 
be an active agent in knowing and willing. The ahamkara 
itself is regarded, as we have already seen, as a mode or vrtti of 
the antahkarana, and as such the ahamkara of a past period can 
now be associated; but even then the vrtti of antahkarana, 
ahamkara, may be regarded as only the active side or aspect of 
the antahkarana. The same antahkarana is called manas in its 
capacity as doubt, buddhi in its capacity as achieving certainty of 
knowledge, and citta in its capacity as remembering* When the 
pure cit shines forth in association with this antahkarana, it is 
called a jlva. It is clear from the above account that the ajftana 
is not a mere nothing, but is the principle of the phenomena. But 
it cannot stand alone, without the principle of the real to support 
it (afraya) ; its own nature as the ajftana or indefinite is perceived 
directly by the pure consciousness; its movements as originating 
the phenomena remain indefinite in themselves, the real as under- 

1 See Ny&yomakaranda , pp.. 130-140, Citsukha and Vivaranaprameyasamgraka, 
pp. 53-58. 

* See Veddfita-paribhAfAy p. 88, Bombay edition. 
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i^ng these phenomenal movements can only manifest itself 
through these which hide it, when corresponding states arise in 
the antahkarana, and the light of the real shines forth through 
these states. The antahkarana of which ahamkara is a moment, 
is itself a beginningless system of ajflana-phenomena containing 
within it the associations and impressions of past phenomena as 
merit, demerit, instincts, etc. from a beginningless time when the 


jlva or individual soul began his career. 


AnirvacyavSda and the Vedanta Dialectic. 

We have already seen that the indefinite ajflana could be 
experienced in direct perception and according to Vedanta there 
are only two categories. The category of the real, the self- 
luminous Brahman, and the category of the indefinite. The latter 
has for its ground the world-appearance, and is the principle by 
which the one unchangeable Brahman is falsely manifested in all 
the diversity of the manifold world. But this indefinite which is 
different from the category of the positive and the negative, has 
only a relative existence and will ultimately vanish, when the 
true knowledge of the Brahman dawns. Nothing however can 
be known about the nature of this indefinite except its character 
as indefinite. That all the phenomena of the world, the fixed 
order of events, the infinite variety of world-forms and names, 
all these are originated by this avidya, ajflana or maya is indeed 
hardly comprehensible. If it is indefinite nescience, how can all 
these well-defined forms of world-existence come out of it? It is 
said to exist only relatively, and to have only a temporary existence 
beside the permanent infinite reality. To take such a principle 
and to derive from it the mind, matter, and indeed everything 
else except the pure self-luminous Brahman, would hardly 
appeal to our reason. If this system of world-order were only 
seeming appearance, with no other element of truth in it except 
pure being, then it would be indefensible in the light of reason. 
It has been proved that whatever notions we have about the 
objective world are all self-contradictory, and thus groundless and 
false. If they have all proceeded from the indefinite they must 
show this character when exposed to discerning criticism. All 
categories have to be shown to be so hopelessly confused and to 
be without any conceivable notion that though apparent before 
us yet they crumble into indefiniteness as soon as they are 
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Examined, and one cannot make any such assertion about them as 
that they are or that they are not. Such negative criticisms of our 
fundamental notions about the world-order were undertaken by 
Snharsa and his commentator and follower Citsukha. It is im¬ 
possible within the limits of this chapter to give a complete 
account of their criticisms of our various notions of reality. 
I shall give here only one example. 

Let us take the examination of the notion of difference 
( bheda ) from Khandanakhandakhddya. Four explanations are 
possible of the notion of difference: (i) the difference may be 
perceived as appearing in its own characteristics in our ex¬ 
perience (svarupa-bheda) as Prabhakara thinks ;,j(2) the difference 
between two things is nothing but the absence of one in the other 
( anyonyabkava\ as some Naiyayikas and Bhattas think ; (3) dif¬ 
ference means divergence of characteristics ( vaidharmyd ) as the 
Vai£esikas speak of it; (4$ difference may be a separate quality 
in itself like the prthaktva quality of Nyaya. Taking the first 
alternative, we see that it is said that the jug and the cloth 
represent in themselves by their very form and existence their 
mutual difference from each other. But if by perceiving the 
cloth we perceive only its difference from the jug as the charac¬ 
teristic of the cloth, then the jug also must have penetrated 
into the form of the cloth, otherwise how could we perceive 
in the cloth its characteristics as the difference from the jug? 
i.e. if difference is a thing which can be directly perceived by 
the senses, then as difference would naturally mean difference 
from something else, it is expected that something else such 
as jug, etc. from which the difference is perceived must also 
be perceived directly in the perception of the cloth. But if 
the perception of difference between two things has penetrated 
together fti the same identxal perception, then the self-contra¬ 
diction becomes apparent. Difference as an entity is not what 
we perceive in the cloth, for difference means difference from 
something else, and if that thing from which the difference is 
perceived is not perceived, then how can the difference as an 
entity be perceived ? If it is said that the cloth itself represents 
its difference from the jug, and that this is indicated by the jug, 
then we may ask, what is the nature of the jug ? If the difference 
from the cloth be the very nature of the jug, then the cloth 
itself is also involved in the nature of the jug. If it is said that 


miSTfiy. 



Category of Difference 


4ii. 


JtTjug only indicates that it is a term from which difference 
is intended to be conveyed, then that also becomes impossible, 
for how can we imagine that there is a term which is inde¬ 
pendent of any association of its difference from other things, 
and is yet a term which establishes the notion of difference? If 
it is a term of difference, it cannot be independent of its relation 
to other things from which it is differentiated. If its difference 
from the cloth is a quality of the jug, then also the old difficulty 
comes in, for its difference from the cloth would involve the 
cloth also in itself; and if the cloth is involved in the nature of 
the jug as its quality, then by the same manner the jug would 
also be the character of the cloth, and hence not difference but 
identity results. Moreover, if a cloth is perceived as a character 
of the jug, the two will appear to be hanging one over the other, 
but this is never so experienced by us. Moreover, it is difficult to 
ascertain if qualities have any relation with things ; if they have 
not, then absence of relation being the same everywhere every¬ 
thing might be the quality of everything. If there is a relation 
between these two, then that relation would require another 
relation to relate itself with that relation, and that would again 
require another relation and that another, and so on. Again, it 
may be said that when the jug, etc. are seen without reference 
to other things, they appear as jug, etc., but when they are 
viewed with reference to cloth, etc. they appear as difference. 
But this cannot be so, for the perception as jug is entirely 
different from the perception of difference. It should also be 
noted that the notion of difference is also different from the 
notions of both the jug and the cloth. It is one thing to say 
that there are jug and cloth, and quite another thing to say 
that the jug is different from the cloth. Thus a jug cannot appear 
as difference, though it may be viewed with reference to cloth. 
The notion of a jug does not require the notions of other things 
for its manifestation. Moreover, when I say the jug is different 
from the cloth, I never mean that difference is an entity which is 
the same as the jug or the cloth; what I mean is that the 
difference of the cloth from the jug has its limits in the jug, and 
not merely that the notion of cloth has a reference to jug. This 
shows that difference cannot be the characteristic nature of the 
thing perceived. 

Again, in the second alternative where difference of two 
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is defined as the absence of each thing in the other, we 
find that if difference in jug and cloth means that the jug is not 
in the cloth or that cloth is not in jug, then also the same 
difficulty arises; for when I say that the absence or negation of 
jug in the cloth is its difference from the jug, then also the 
residence of the absence of jug in the cloth would require 
that the jug also resides in the cloth, and this would reduce 
difference to identity. If it is said that the absence of jug in the 
cloth is not a separate thing, but is rather the identical cloth 
itself, then also their difference as mutual exclusion cannot be 
explained. If this mutual negation ( anyonyabhava ) is explained 
as the mere absence of jugness in the cloth and of clothness in 
the jug, then also a difficulty arises; for there is no such quality 
in jugness or clothness that they may be mutually excluded; 
and there is no such quality in them that they can be treated as 
identical, and so when it is said that there is no jugness in cloth 
we might as well say that there is no clothness in cloth, for 
clothness and jugness are one and the same, and hence absence 
of jugness in the cloth would amount to the absence of clothness 
in the cloth which is self-contradictory. Taking again the third 
alternative we see that if difference means divergence of charac¬ 
teristics ( vaidharmya\ then the question arises whether the 
vaidharmya or divergence as existing in jug has such a divergence 
as can distinguish it from the divergence existing in the cloth; if 
the answer is in the affirmative then we require a series of endless 
vaidharmyas progressing ad infinitum. If the answer is in the 
negative then there being no divergence between the two diver¬ 
gences they become identical, and hence divergence of character¬ 
istics as such ceases to exist. If it is said that the natural forms of 
things are difference in themselves, for each of them excludes the 
other, then apart from the differences—the natural forms—the 
things are reduced to formlessness {nihsvarupata). If natural forms 
( svarilpa ) mean special natural fprms {svarupa-vtiesd) then as the 
special natural forms or characteristics only represent difference, 
the natural forms of the things as apart from the special ones 
would appear to be identical. So also it may be proved that there 
is no such quality as prthaktva (separateness) which can explain 
differences of things, for there also the questions would arise as 
to whether separateness exists in different things or similar ones 
or whether separateness is identical with the thing in which it 
exists or not, and so forth. 
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- ^xhe earliest beginnings of this method of subtle analysis and 
dialectic in Indian philosophy are found in the opening chapters 
of Kathdvatthu. In the great Mahdbhasya on Panini by Patafljali 
also we find some traces of it. But Nagarjuna was the man who 
took it up in right earnest and systematically cultivated it in all 
its subtle and abstruse issues and counter-issues in order to prove 
that everything that appeared as a fixed order or system was 
non-existent, for all were unspeakable, indescribable and self¬ 
contradictory, and thus everything being discarded there was 
only the void ( sunya ). ^afikara partially utilized this method in 
his refutations of Nyaya and the Buddhist systems; but Srlharsa 
again revived and developed it in a striking manner, and after 
having criticized the most important notions and concepts of our 
everyday life, which are often backed by the Nyaya system, sought , 
to prove that nothing in the world can be defined, and that we 
cannot ascertain whether a thing is or is not. The refutations of 
all possible definitions that the Nyaya could give necessarily led 
to the conclusion that the things sought to be defined did not 
exist though they appeared to do so; the Vedantic contention5 
was that this is exactly as it should be, for the indefinite ajftana 
produces only appearances which when exposed to reason show 
that no consistent notions of them can be formed, or in other 
words the world-appearance, the phenomena of maya or ajftana, 
are indefinable or anirvacanlya. This great work of Srlharsa 
was followed by Tattvadipikd of Citsukha, in which he geneially 
followed Srlharsa and sometimes supplemented him with the 
addition of criticisms of certain new concepts. The method of 
Vedanta thus followed on one side the method of &unyavada in 
annulling all the concepts of world-appearance and on the other 
Vijftanavada Buddhism in proving the self-illuminating character 
of knowledge and ultimately established the self as the only self- 
luminous ultimate reality. 


The Theory of Causation. 


The Vedanta philosophy looked at the constantly changing 
phenomena of the world-appearance and sought to discover the 
root whence proceeded the endless series of events and effects. 
The theory that effects were altogether new productions caused 
by the invariable unconditional and immediately preceding ante¬ 
cedents, as well as the theory that it was the cause which evolved 
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and by its transformations produced the effect, are considered 
insufficient to explain the problem which the Vedanta had before 
it. Certain collocations invariably and unconditionally preceded 
certain effects, but this cannot explain how the previous set of 
phenomena could be regarded as producing the succeeding set. 
Jn fact the concept of causation and production had in it 
something quite undefinable and inexplicable. Our enquiry 
after the cause is an enquiry after a more fundamental and 
primary form of the truth of a thing than what appears at the 
present moment when we wished to know what was the cause of 
the jug, what we sought was a simpler form of which the effect 
was only a more complex form of manifestation, what is the 
ground, the root, out of which the effect has come forth? If 
apart from such an enquiry we take the pictorial representation 
of the causal phenomena in which some collocations being in¬ 
variably present at an antecedent point of time, the effect springs 
forth into being, we find that we are just where we were before, 
and are unable to penetrate into the logic of the affair. The 
Nyaya definition of cause and effect may be of use to us in a 
general way in associating certain groups of things of a particular 
kind with certain other phenomena happening at a succeeding 
moment as being relevant pairs of which one being present the 
other also has a probability of being present, but can do nothing 
more than this. It does not answer our question as to the nature 
of cause. Antecedence in time is regarded in this view as an indis¬ 
pensable condition for the cause. But time, according to Nyaya, 
is one continuous entity; succession of time can only be con¬ 
ceived as antecedence and consequence of phenomena, and these 
again involve succession; thus the notions of succession of time 
and of the antecedence and consequence of time being mutually 
dependent upon each other (anyonyafraya) neither of these can 
be conceived independently. Another important condition is 
invariability. But what does that mean? If it means invariable 
antecedence, then even an ass which is invariably present as 
an antecedent to the smoke rising from the washerman’s 
house, must be regarded as the cause of the smoke 1 . If it means 
such an antecedence as contributes to the happening of the effect, 
it becomes again difficult to understand anything about its contri- 

1 Asses are used in carrying soiled linen in India. Asses are always present when 
water is boiled for washing in the laundry. 
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to the effect, for the only intelligible thing is the 
dence and nothing more. If invariability means the existence 
presence of which the effect comes into being, then a] 
ino, for there may be the seed but no shoot, for the mere oresen 
the seed will not suffice to produce 
iid that a cause can produce an e 
ciated with its accessory factors, then 


the same, for we have not understood what is meant by cause. 
Again when the same effect is often seen to be produced by a 
plurality of causes, the cause cannot be defined as that which 
happening the effect happens and failing the effect fails. It cannot 
also be said that in spite of the plurality of causes, each particular 
cause is so associated with its own particular kind of effect that 
from a special kind of cause we can without fail get a special 
kind of effect (cf. Vatsyayana and Nydyamahjari ), for out of the 
same clay different effects come forth namely the jug, the plate, 
etc. Again if cause is defined as the collocation of factors, then 
the question arises as to what is meant by this collocation; does 
it mean the factors themselves or something else above them? On 
the former supposition the scattered factors being always present 
in the universe there should always be the effect, if it means 
something else above the specific factors, then that something al¬ 
ways existing, there should always be the effect Nor can colloca¬ 
tion {samagri) be defined as the last movement of the causes 
immediately succeeding which the effect comes into being, for the 
relation of movement with the collocating cause is incomprehen¬ 
sible. Moreover if movement is defined as that which produces 
the effect, the very conception of causation which was required 
to be proved is taken for granted. The idea of necessity involved 
in the causal conception that a cause is that which must produce 
its effect is also equally undefinable, inexplicable, and logically 
inconceivable. Thus in whatsoever way we may seek to find out 
the real nature of the causal principle from the interminable 
series of cause-effect phenomena we fail. All the characteristics 
of the effects are indescribable and indefinable ajftana of maya, 
and in whatever way we may try to conceive these phenomena in 
themselves or in relation to one another we fail, for they are all 
carved out of the indefinite and are illogical and illusory, and 
some day will vanish for ever. The true cause is thus the purer 
being, the reality which is unshakable in itself, the ground upon 
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which all appearances being imposed they appear as real. The 
true cause is thus the unchangeable being which persists through 
all experience, and the effect-phenomena are but impositions upon 
it of ajhana or avidya. It is thus the clay, the permanent, that 
is regarded as the cause of all clay-phenomena as jug, plates, 
etc. All the various modes in which the clay appears are mere 
appearances, unreal, indefinable, and so illusory. The one truth 
is the clay. So in all world-phenomena the one truth is 
being, the Brahman, and all the phenomena that are being 
imposed on it are but illusory forms and names. This is what 
w | is called the satkdryavada or more properly the satkaranavada 
' of the Vedanta, that the cause alone is true and ever existing, 
and phenomena in themselves are false. There is only this 
much truth in them, that all are imposed on the reality or being 
which alone is true. This appearance of the one cause the 



being, as the unreal many of the phenomena is what is called 
the vivarttavdda as distinguished from the sdmkhyayogaparina- 
mavdda , in which the effect is regarded as the real develop¬ 
ment of the cause in its potential state. When the effect has a 
different kind of being from the cause it is called vivartta but 
when the effect has the same kind of being as the cause it is called 
parindma (kdranasvalaksananyathdbhdvak pannamak tadvilak - 
sano vivarttah or vastunastatsamattdkdnyathdbhavah pannamak 
tadvisamasattakah vivarttah ). Vedanta has as much to object 
against the Nyaya as against the parinama theory of causation 
of the SSmkhya; for movement, development, form, potentiality, 
and actuality—all these are indefinable and inconceivable in the 
light of reason; they cannot explain causation but only restate 
things and phenomena as they appear in the world. In reality 
however though phenomena are not identical with the cause, 
they can never be defined except in terms of the cause ( Tada- 
bkedam vinaiva tadvyatirekena durvacam kdryyam vivarttah ). 

This being the relation of cause and effect or Brahman and the 
world, the different followers of Sankara Vedanta in explaining 
the cause of the world-appearance sometimes lay stress on the 
maya, ajflana or avidya, sometimes on the Brahman, and some¬ 
times on them both. Thus Sarvajfiatmamuni, the writer of 


Sanksepa-sdriraka and his followers think that the pure Brahman 
should be regarded as the causal substance ( updddna) of the 
world-appearance, whereas Praka&atman Akhandananda, and 
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mm iava hold that Brahman in association with maya, i.e. the * 
maya-reflected form of Brahman as Isvara should be regarded 
as the cause of the world-appearance. The world-appearance 
is an evolution or parinama of the maya as located in Isvara,/ 
whereas Isvara (God) is the vivartta causal matter. Others 
however make a distinction between maya as the cosmical factor 
of illusion and avidya as the manifestation of the same entity 
in the individual or jlva. They hold that though the world- 
appearance may be said to be produced by the maya yet the 
mind etc. associated with the individual are produced by the 
avidya with the jlva or the individual as the causal matter 
{upadana). Others hold that since it is the individual to whom 
both Isvara and the world-appearance are manifested, it is better 
rather to think that these are all manifestations of the jlva in 
association with his avidya or ajflana. Others however hold that 
since in the world-appearance we find in one aspect pure being 
and in another materiality etc., both Brahman and maya are to 
be regarded as the cause, Brahman as the permanent causal 
matter, upadana and maya as the entity evolving in parinama. 
Vacaspati Misra thinks that Brahman is the permanent cause of 
the world-appearance through maya as associated with jlva. 
Maya is thus only a sahakari or instrument as it were, by which 
the one Brahman appears in the eye of the jlva as the manifold 
world of appearance. Prakasananda holds however in his Sid- 
dhanta Muktdvali that Brahman itself is pure and absolutely un¬ 
affected even as illusory appearance, and is not even the causal 
matter of the world-appearance. Everything that we see in the 
phenomenal world, the whole field of world-appearance, is the 
product of maya, which is both the instrumental and the upadana 
(causal matter) of the world-illusion. But whatever these diver¬ 
gences of view may be, it is clear that they do not in any way affect 
the principal Vedanta text that the only unchangeable cause is 
the Brahman, whereas ail else, the effect-phenomena, have only 
a temporary existence as indefinable illusion. The word maya 
was used in the Rg-Veda in the sense of supernatural power and 
wonderful skill, and the idea of an inherent mystery underlying 
it was gradually emphasized in the Atharva Veda, and it began 
to be used in the sense of magic or illusion. In the Brhadaranyaka, 
Pra£na, and Svetaivatara Upanisads the word means magic. It 
is not out of place here to mention that in the older Upanisads 
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;tiie word maya occurs only once in the Brhadaranyaka and once 
only in the PraSna. In early Pali Buddhist writings it occurs 
only in the sense of deception or deceitful conduct. Buddhaghosa 
uses it in the sense of magical power. In Nagarjuna and the Lah- 
kavatara it has acquired the sense of illusion. In Sankara the 
word maya is used in the sense of illusion, both as a principle 
of creation as a Sakti (power) or accessory cause, and as the 
phenomenal creation itself, as the illusion of world-appearance. 

It may also be mentioned here that Gaudapada the teacher 
of Sahkara’s teacher Govinda worked out a system with the help 
of the maya doctrine. The Upanisads are permeated with the 
spirit of an earnest enquiry after absolute truth. They do not 
pay any attention towards explaining the world-appearance or 
enquiring into its relations with absolute truth. Gaudapada asserts 
clearly and probably for the first time among Hindu thinkers, that 
the world does not exist in reality, that it is maya, and not reality. 
When the highest truth is realized maya is not removed, for it is 
not a thing, but the whole world-illusion is dissolved into its own 
airy nothing never to recuragain. It was Gaudapada who compared 
the world-appearance with dream appearances, and held that ob¬ 
jects seen in the waking world are unreal, because they are capable 
of being seen like objects seen in a dream, which are false and 
unreal. The atman says Gaudapada is at once the cognizer and 
the cognized, the world subsists in the atman through maya. 
As atman alone is real and all duality an illusion, it necessarily 
follows that all experience is also illusory. Sankara expounded 
this doctrine in his elaborate commentaries on the Upanisads 
and the Brahma-sQtra, but he seems to me to have done little 
more than making explicit the doctrine of maya. Some of his 
followers however examined and thought over the concept of 
maya and brought out in bold %Rhef its character as the indefin¬ 
able thereby substantially contributing to the development of 
the Vedanta philosophy. 


Vedanta theory of Perception and Inference 1 . 

Pramana is the means that leads to right knowledge. If 
memory is intended to be excluded from the definition then 

1 Dharmarajadhvarlndra and his son Ramakrsija worked out a complete scheme 
of the theory of Vedantic perception and inference. This is in complete agreement with 
the general Ved&nta metaphysics. The early Vedantists were more interested in 
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is to be defined as the means that leads to such right 
knowledge as has not already been acquired. Right knowledge 
{prama) in Vedanta is the knowledge of an object which has not 
been found contradicted ( abadkitarthavisaycynanatva ). Except 
when specially expressed otherwise, prama is generally considered 
as being excludent of memory and applies to previously unac¬ 
quired (anadhigata) and uncontradicted knowledge. Objections 
are sometimes raised that when we are looking at a thing for a 
few minutes, the perception of the thing in all the successive 
moments after the first refers to the image of the thing acquired 
in the previous moments. To this the reply is that the Vedanta 
considers that so long as a different mental state does not arise, 
any mental state is not to be considered as momentary but as 
remaining ever the same. So long as we continue to perceive 
one thing there is no reason to suppose that there has been a 
series of mental states. So there is no question as to the know¬ 
ledge of the succeeding moments being referred to the know¬ 
ledge of the preceding moments, for so long as any mental 
state has any one thing for its object it is to be considered as 
having remained unchanged all through the series of moments. 
There is of course this difference between the same percept of a 
previous and a later moment following in succession, that fresh 
elements of time are being perceived as prior and later, though 
the content of the mental state so far as the object is concerned 
remains unchanged. This time element is perceived by the senses 
though the content of the mental state may remain undisturbed. 
When I see the same book for two seconds, my mental state 
representing the book is not changed every second, and hence 
there can be no such supposition that I am having separate mental 
states in succession each of which is a repetition of the previous 
one, for so long as the general content of the mental state remains 
the same there is no reason for supposing that there has been any 
change in the mental state. The mental state thus remains the 
same so long as the content is not changed, but though it remains 
the same it can note the change in the time elements as extraneous 

demonstrating the illusory nature of the world of appearance, and did not work out a 
logical theory. It may be incidentally mentioned that in the theory of inference as 
worked out by Dharmarajadhvarindra he was largely indebted to the Mimamsa sc oo 
of thought. In recognizing arthapatti, upamana Sabda and anupalabdhi also Dharma 
rajadhvarindra accepted the Mlmarnsa view. The Vedantins, previous to Dharmara 
jadhvarindra, had also tacitly followed the Mtmamsa in these matters. 
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addition. All our uncontradicted knowledge of the objects of the 
external world should be regarded as right knowledge until the 
absolute is realized. 

When the antahkarana (mind) comes in contact with the 
external objects through the senses and becomes transformed as 
it were into their forms, it is said that the antahkarana has 
been transformed into a state ( vrtti )'. As soon as the antahka¬ 
rana has assumed the shape or form of the object of its know¬ 
ledge, the ignorance (ajndna) with reference to that object is 
removed, and thereupon the steady light of the pure conscious¬ 
ness (cit) shows the object which was so long hidden by 
ignorance. The appearance or the perception of an object 
is thus the self-shining of the cit through a vrtti of a form 
resembling an object of knowledge. This therefore pre-sup- 
poses that by the action of ajflana, pure consciousness or being 
is in a state of diverse kinds of modifications. In spite of 
the cit underlying all this diversified objective world which is 
/but the transformation of ignorance (ajflana), the former cannot 
manifest itself by itself, for the creations being of ignorance 
they are but sustained by modifications of ignorance. The 
diversified objects of the world are but transformations of 
the principle of ajflana which is neither real nor unreal. It 
is the nature of ajflana that it veils its own creations. Thus 
on each of the objects created by the ajflana by its creating 
( viksepa ) capacity there is a veil by its veiling ( avarana) capacity. 
But when any object comes in direct touch with antahkarana 
through the senses the antahkarana becomes transformed into 
the form of the object, and this leads to the removal of the veil 
on that particular ajflana form—the object, and as the self- 
shining cit is shining through the particular ajflana state, we 
have what is called the perception of the thing. Though there is 
in reality no such distinction as the inner and the outer yet the 
ajflflna has created such illusory distinctions as individual souls 
and the external world of objects the distinctions of time, space. 


1 Vedanta does not regard manas (mind) as a sense (indriya). The same antah¬ 
karana, according to its diverse functions, is called manas, buddhi, ahaipkara, and 
citta. In its functions as doubt it is called manas, as originating definite cognitions it 
is called buddhi. As presenting, the notion of an ego in consciousness ahainkara, and 
as producing memory citta. These four represent the different modifications or states 
(vrtti) of the same entity (which in itself is but a special kind of modification of 
ajflana as antahkarana). 
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'and veiled these forms. Perception leads to the temporary 
and the partial breaking of the veil over specific ajftana forms 
so that there is a temporary union of the at as underlying the 
subject and the object through the broken veil. Perception on 
the subjective side is thus defined as the union or und.fferent.a- 
tion (abhedd) of the subjective consciousness with the objective 
consciousness comprehending the sensible objects through the 

specific mental states (jattadindriyayogyavisayavacchmnacaitanya- 

bhinnatvam tattadakdravisaydvacchinnajndnasya tattadamse pra- 

tyaksatvam). This union in perception means that the objective 
has at that moment no separate existence from the subjective 
consciousness of the perceiver. The consciousness manifesting f 
through the antahkarana is called jivasaksi. 

Inference ( anumdna ), according to Vedanta, is made y our 
notion of concomitance ( vyaptijnana ) between two things, acting 
through specific past impressions (samskdra). 1 hus when L see 
smoke on a hill, my previous notion of the concomitance of smo e 
with fire becomes roused as a subconscious impression and I 
infer that there is fire on the hill. My knowledge of the h.l and 
the smoke is by direct perception. The notion of concomitance 
revived in the subconscious only establishes the connection be¬ 
tween the smoke and the fire. The notion of concomitance ,s 
generated by the perception of two things together, when no 
case of the failure of concomitance is known (yyabhuarajnana) 
regarding the subject. The notion of concomitance being alto¬ 
gether subjective, the Vedantist does not emphasize the necessity 
of perceiving the concomitance in a large number of cases -.(bhu- 
yodarsanam sakrddarsanam veti vUeso nddaranlyah). Vedanta is 
not anxious to establish any material validity for the inference 
but only subjective and formal validity. A single perception of 
concomitance may in certain cases generate the notion of the 
concomitance of one thing with another when no contradictory 
instance is known. It is immaterial with the Vedanta whether this 
concomitance is experienced in one case or in hundre s o cases. 
The method of agreement in presence is the only form o con¬ 
comitance ( anvayavyapti) that the Vedanta allows. So the 
Vedanta discards all the other kinds of inference that Nyaya 
supported, viz. anvayavyatireki (by joining agreement in pre 
sence with agreement in absence), kevaldnvayi (by universal agree¬ 
ment where no test could be applied of agreement in absence) and 
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kevalavyatireki (by universal agreement in absence). Vedanta 
advocates three premisses, viz. (i ) pratijna (the hill is fiery); 
(2) hetu (because it has smoke) and (3) drstdnta (as in the 
kitchen) instead of the five propositions that Nyaya maintained 1 . 
Since one case of concomitance is regarded by Vedanta as 
being sufficient for making an inference it holds that seeing the 
one case of appearance (silver in the conch-shell) to be false, 
we can infer that all things (except Brahman) are false (Brah- 
mabhinnam sarvam mithya Brahmabhinnatvat yedevam tadevam 
yathd suktirupyam). First premiss (pratijna) all else excepting 
Brahman is false; second premiss (hetu) since all is different from 
Brahman; third premiss (drstdnta) whatever is so is so as the 
silver in the conch 3 . 


Atman, Jiva, Isvara, Ekajfvavada and Dfstisfstiv&da. 

We have many times spoken of truth or reality as self- 
luminous (svayamprakasa). But what does this mean? Vedanta 
defines it as that which is never the object of a knowing act but 
is yet immediate and direct with us (avedyatve sati aparoksavya- 
vahdrayogyatvam). Self-luminosity thus means the capacity of 
being ever present in all our acts of consciousness without in any 
way being an object of consciousness. Whenever anything is 
described as an object of consciousness, its character as constitu¬ 
ting its knowability is a quality, which may or may not be present 
in it, or may be present at one time and absent at another. 
This makes it dependent on some other such entity which can 
produce it or manifest it. Pure consciousness differs from all its 
objects in this that it is never dependent on anything else for 
its manifestation, but manifests all other objects such as the jug, 
the cloth, etc. If consciousness should require another conscious- 
» ness to manifest it, then that might again require another, and 
that another, and so on ad infinitum (anavasthd). If conscious¬ 
ness did not manifest itself at the time of the object-manifestation, 
then even on seeing or knowing a thing one might doubt if he 
had seen or known it. It is thus to be admitted that conscious¬ 
ness (anubhuti) manifests itself and thereby maintains the ap- 

1 Vedanta would have either pratijfla, hetu and udaharana, or udaharana, upanaya 
and nigamana, and not all the five of Nyaya, viz. pratijfia, hetu, udaharana, upanaya 
and nigamana. 

* Vedantic notions of the pramana of upamana, arthapatti, ^abdaand anupalabdhi, 
being similar to the mlmamsa view, do not require to be treated here separately. 
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^...ance of all our world experience. This goes directly against 
the jfiatata theory of Kumarila that consciousness was not im¬ 
mediate but was only inferable from the manifesting quality 
( jhatatd ) of objects when they are known in consciousness. 

Now Vedanta says that this self-luminous pure consciousness 
is the same as the self. For it is only self which is not the object 
of any knowledge and is yet immediate and ever present in 
consciousness. No one doubts about his own self, because it 
is of itself manifested along with all states of knowledge. The 
self itself is the revealer of all objects of knowledge, but is 
never itself the object of knowledge, for what appears as the 
perceiving of self as object of knowledge is but association 
comprehended under the term ahamkara (ego). The real self is 
identical with the pure manifesting unity of all consciousness. 
This real self called the atman is not the same as the jiva or 
individual soul, which passes through the diverse experiences 
of worldly life. 14 vara also must be distinguished from this 
highest atman or Brahman. Vfe have already seen that many. 
Vedantists draw a distinction between maya and avidya. Maya 
is that aspect of ajftana by which only -the best attributes 
are projected, whereas avidya is that aspect by which impure 
qualities are projected. In the former aspect the functions are 
more of a creative, generative ( viksepa ) type, whereas in the latter 
veiling ( avarana ) characteristics are most prominent. The rela¬ 
tion of the cit or pure intelligence, the highest self, with maya and 
avidya (also called ajflana) was believed respectively to explain the 
phenomenal ISvara and the phenomenal jiva or individual. This 
relation is conceived in two ways, namely as upadhi or pratibimba, 
and avaccheda. The conception of pratibimba or reflection is 
like the reflection of the sun in the water where the image, 
though it has the same brilliance as the sun, yet undergoes 
the effect of the impurity and movements of the water. 1 he 
sun remains ever the same in its purity untouched by the 
impurities from which the image sun suffers. The sun may 
be the same but it may be reflected in different kinds of 
water and yield different kinds of images possessing different 
characteristics and changes which though unreal yet phenome¬ 
nally have all the appearance of reality. The other conception 
of the relation is that when we speak of akasa (space) in the jug 
or of aka£a in the room. The aka£a in reality does not suffer 
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modification in being within the jug or within the room. In 
reality it is ali-pervasive and is neither limited (avachinna) 
within the jug or the room, but is yet conceived as being limited 
by the jug or by the room. So long as the jug remains, the 
aka$a limited within it will remain as separate from the aka£a 
limited within the room. 

Of the Vedantists who accept the reflection analogy the fol¬ 
lowers of Nrsimha£rama think that when the pure cit is reflected 
in the maya, I^vara is phenomenally produced, and when in the 
avidya the individual or jiva. Sarvajftatma however does not 
* distinguish between the maya and the avidya, and thinks that 
when the cit is reflected in the avidya in its total aspect as cause, 
we get l£vara, and when reflected in the antahkarana—a product 
of the avidya—we have jiva or individual soul. 

Jiva or individual means the self in association with the ego 
j and other personal experiences, i.e. phenomenal self, which feels, 
suffers and is affected by world-experiences. In jiva also three 
stages are distinguished; thus when during deep sleep the antah¬ 
karana is submerged, the self perceives merely the ajflana and the 
jiva in this state is called prajfta or anandamaya. In the dream- 
state the self is in association with a subtle body and is called 
taijasa. In the awakened state the seif as associated with a 
subtle and gross body is called vteva. So also the self in its pure 
state is called Brahman, when associated with maya it is called 
Isvara, when associated with the fine subtle element of matter as 
controlling them, it is called hiranyagarbha; when with the gross 
elements as the ruler or controller of them it is called virat 


purusa. 

The jiva in itself as limited by its avidya is often spoken of 
as paramarthika (real), when manifested through the sense and 
the ego in the waking states as vyavaharika (phenomenal), and 
when in the dream states as dream-self, pratibhasika (illusory). 

Praka^atma and his followers think that since ajflana is one 
there cannot be two separate reflections such as jiva and I£vara; 
but it is better to admit that jiva is the image of ISvara in the 
ajflana. The totality of Brahma-cit in association with maya is 
I&vara, and this when again reflected through the ajflana gives 
us the jiva. The manifestation of the jiva is in the antahkarana 
as states of knowledge. The jiva thus in reality is ISvara and 
apart from jiva and Isvara there is no other separate existence of 
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ia-caitanya. Jlva being the image of I£vara is thus de¬ 
pendent on him, but when the limitations of jlva are removed 
by right knowledge, the jlva is the same Brahman it always was. 

Those who prefer to conceive the relation as being of the 
avaccheda type hold that reflection (pratibimba) is only possible 
of things which have colour, and therefore jlva is cit limited (avac- 
chinna) by the antahkarana (mind). Isvara is that which is be¬ 
yond it; the diversity of antahkaranas accounts for the diversity 
of the jivas. It is easy however to see that these discussions are 
not of much fruit from the point of view of philosophy in deter¬ 
mining or comprehending the relation of Isvara and jlva. In the 
Vedanta system Isvara has but little importance, for he is but a 
phenomenal being; he may be better, purer, and much more 
powerful than we, but yet he is as much phenomenal as any of 
us. The highest truth is the self, the reality, the Brahman, and 
both jlva and Isvara are but illusory impositions on it. Some 
Vedantists hold that there is but one jlva and one body, and 
that all the world as well as all the jivas in it are merely his 
imaginings. These dream jivas and the dream world will 
continue so long as that super-jlva continues to undergo his 
experiences; the world-appearance and all of us imaginary 
individuals, run our course and salvation is as much imaginary 
salvation as our world-experience is an imaginary experience of 
the imaginary jivas. The cosmic jlva is alone the awakened jlva 
and all the rest are but his imaginings. This is known as the 
doctrine of ekajiva (one-soul). 

The opposite of this doctrine is the theory held by some 
Vedantists that there are many individuals and the world-appear¬ 
ance has no permanent illusion for all people, but each person 
creates for himself his own illusion, and there is no objective 
datum which forms the common ground for the illusory percep¬ 
tion of all people; just as when ten persons see in the darkness a 
rope and having the illusion of a snake there, run away, and 
agree in their individual perceptions that they have all seen 
the same snake, though each really had his own illusion and 
there was no snake at all. According to this view the illusory 
perception of each happens for him subjectively and has no 
corresponding objective phenomena as its ground. This must 
be distinguished from the normal Vedanta view which holds 
that objectively phenomena are also happening, but that these 
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are illusory only in the sense that they will not last permanently 
and have thus only a temporary and relative existence in com¬ 
parison with the truth or reality which is ever the same constant 
and unchangeable entity in all our perceptions and in all world- 
appearance. According to the other view phenomena are not 
objectively existent but are only subjectively imagined; so that 
the jug I see had no existence before I happened to have the 
perception that there was the jug; as soon as the jug illusion 
occurred to me I said that there was the jug, but it did not exist 
before. As soon as I had the perception there was the illusion, 
and there was-no other reality apart from the illusion. It is there¬ 
fore called the theory of drstisrstivada, i.e. the theory that the 
subjective perception is the creating of the objects and that there 
are no other objective phenomena apart from subjective per¬ 
ceptions. In the normal Vedanta view however the objects of 
the world are existent as phenomena by the sense-contact with 
which the subjective perceptions are created. The objective 
phenomena in themselves are of course but modifications of ajflana, 
but still thesd phenomena of the ajflana are there as the common 
ground for the experience of all. This therefore has an objec¬ 
tive epistemology whereas the drstisrstivada has no proper 
epistemology, for the experiences of each person are determined 
by his own subjective avidya and previous impressions as modi¬ 
fications of the avidya. The drstisrstivada theory approaches 
nearest to the Vijftanavada Buddhism, only with this difference 
that while Buddhism does not admit of any permanent being 
Vedanta admits the Brahman, the permanent unchangeable 
reality as the only truth, whereas the illusory and momentary 
perceptions are but impositions on it. 

The mental and physical phenomena are alike in this, that 
both are modifications of ajflana. It is indeed difficult to 
comprehend the nature of ajflana, though its presence in con¬ 
sciousness can be perceived, and though by dialectic criticism 
all our most well-founded notions seem to vanish away and 
become self-contradictory and indefinable. Vedanta explains 
the reason of this difficulty as due to the fact that all these 
indefinable forms and names can only be experienced as modes 
of the real, the self-luminous. Our innate error which we con¬ 
tinue from beginningless time consists in this, that the real in 
its full complete light is ever hidden from us, and the glimpse 


MINlSr^ 



Indefinable Nature of Ajnana 


J 


that we get of it is always through manifestations of forms 
and names; these phenomenal forms and names are undefinable, 
incomprehensible, and unknowable in themselves, but under 
certain conditions they are manifested by the self-luminous real, 
and at the time they are so manifested they seem to have a 
positive being which is undeniable. This positive being is only 
the highest being, the real which appears as the being of those forms 
and names. A lump of clay may be moulded into a plate or a 
cup, but the plate-form or the cup-form has no existence or being 
apart from the being of the clay; it is the being of the clay that 
is imposed on the diverse forms which also then seem to have 
being in themselves. Our illusion thus consists in mutually inis- 
attributing the characteristics of the unreal forms—the modes of 
ajflana and the real being. As this illusion is the mode of all our 
experience and its very essence, it is indeed difficult for us to 
conceive of the Brahman as apart from the modes of ajflana. 
Moreover such is the nature of ajftanas that they are knowable 
only by a false identification of them with the self-luminous 
Brahman or atman. Being as such is the highest truth, the 
Brahman. The ajflana states are not non-being in the sense of 
nothing of pure negation ( abhdva ), but in the sense that they are 
not being. Being that is the self-luminous illuminates non-being, 
the ajflana, and this illumination means nothing more than a 
false identification of being with non-being. The forms of ajflana 
if they are to be known must be associated with pure conscious¬ 
ness, and this association means an illusion, superimposition, and 
mutual misattribution. But apart from pure consciousness these 
cannot be manifested or known, for it is pure consciousness alone 


that is self-luminous. Thus when we try to know the ajflana 
states in themselves as apart from the atman we fall in a dilemma, 
for knowledge means illusory superimposition or illusion, and 
when it is not knowledge they evidently cannot be known. Thus 
apart from its being a factor in our illusory experience no other 
kind of its existence is known to us. If ajflana had been a non¬ 
entity altogether it could never come at all, if it were a positive 
entity then it would never cease to be; the ajflana thus is a 
mysterious category midway between being and non-being and 
indefinable in every way; and it is on account of this that it is 
called tattvdnyatvdbhydm anirvacya or undefinable and undeter¬ 
minable either as real or unreal. It is real in the sense that it is 
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postulate of our phenomenal experience and 
in its own nature, for apart from its connection with consciousness 
it is incomprehensible and undefinable. Its forms even while they 
are manifested in consciousness are self-contradictory and in¬ 
comprehensible as to their real nature or mutual relation, and 
comprehensible only so far as they are manifested in conscious¬ 
ness, but apart from these no rational conception of them can be 
formed. Thus it is impossible to say anything about the ajftana 
(for no knowledge of it is possible) save so far as manifested in 
consciousness and depending on this the Drstisrstivadins asserted 
that our experience was inexplicably produced under the influence 
of avidya and that beyond that no objective common ground 
could be admitted. But though this has the general assent of 
Vedanta and is irrefutable in itself, still for the sake of explain¬ 
ing our common sense view ( pratikarmavyavasathd ) we may 
think that we have an objective world before us as the common 
field of experience. We can also imagine a scheme of things and 
operations by which the phenomenon of our experience may be 
interpreted in the light of the Vedanta metaphysics. 

The subject can be conceived in three forms: firstly as the 
atman, the one highest reality, secondly as jiva or the atman as 
limited by its psychosis, when the psychosis is not differentiated 
from the atman, but atman is regarded as identical with the psy¬ 
chosis thus appearing as a living and knowing being,as jivasaksi or 
perceiving consciousness, or the aspect in which the jiva compre¬ 
hends, knows, or experiences ; thirdly the antahkarana psychosis or 
mind which is an inner centre or bundle of avidya manifesta¬ 
tions, just as the outer world objects are exterior centres of 
avidya phenomena or objective entities. The antahkarana is not 
only the avidya capable of supplying all forms to our present ex¬ 
periences, but it also contains all the tendencies and modes of 
past impressions of experience in this life or in past lives. The 
antahkarana is always turning the various avidya modes of it into 
the jivasaksi (jiva in its aspect as illuminating mental states), and 
these are also immediately manifested, made known, and trans¬ 
formed into experience. These avidya states of the antahkarana 
are called its vrttis or states. The specific peculiarity of the vrtti- 
aj flan as is this that only in these forms can they be superimposed 
upon pure consciousness, and thus be interpreted as states of con¬ 
sciousness and have their indefiniteness or cover removed. The 
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forms of ajftana remain as indefinite and hidden or veiled only 
so long as they do not come into relation to these vrttis of antah¬ 
karana, for the ajftana can be destroyed by the cit only in the 
form of a vrtti, while in all other forms the ajftana veils the cit 
from manifestation. The removal of ajftana-vrttis of the antah¬ 
karana or the manifestation of vrtti-jflana is nothing but this, that 
the antahkarana states of avidya are the only states of ajftana 
which can be superimposed upon the self-luminous atman 
( adkyasa , false attribution). The objective world consists of the 
avidya phenomena with the self as its background. Its objectivity 
consists in this that avidya in this form cannot be superimposed 
on the self-luminous cit but exists only as veiling the cit. These 
avidya phenomena may be regarded as many and diverse, but in 
all these forms they serve only to veil the cit and are beyond con¬ 
sciousness. It is only when they come in contact with the avidya 
phenomena as antahkarana states that they coalesce with the 
avidya states and render themselves objects of consciousness or 
have their veil of avarana removed. It is thus assumed that in 
ordinary perceptions of objects such as jug, etc. the antahkarana 
goes out of the man’s body ( sariramadhyat ) and coming in 
touch with the jug becomes transformed into the same form, 
and as soon as this transformation takes place the cit which 
is always steadily shining illuminates the jug-form or the jug. 
The jug phenomena in the objective world could not be mani¬ 
fested (though these were taking place on the background of 
the same self-luminous Brahman or atman as forms of the highest 
truth of my subjective consciousness) because the ajftana pheno¬ 
mena in these forms serve to veil their illuminator, the self-lumin¬ 
ous. It was only by coming into contact with these phenomena 
that the antahkarana could be transformed into corresponding 
states and that the illumination dawned which at once revealed 
the antahkarana states and the objects with which these states or 
vrttis had coalesced. The consciousness manifested through the 
vrttis alone has the power of removing the ajftana veiling the 
cit. Of course there are no actual distinctions of inner or outer, 
or the cit within me and the cit without me. These are only of 
appearance and due to avidya. And it is only from the point of 
view of appearance that we suppose that knowledge of objects 
can only dawn when the inner cit and the outer cit unite together 
through the antahkaranavrtti, which makes the external objects 
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translucent as it were by its own translucence, removes the ajftana 
which was veiling the external self-luminous cit and reveals the 
object phenomena by the very union of the cit as reflected 
through it and the cit as underlying the object phenomena. The 
pratyaksa-prama or right knowledge by perception is the cit, the 
pure consciousness, reflected through the vrtti and identical with 
the cit as the background of the object phenomena revealed by 
it From the relative point of view we may thus distinguish three 
consciousnesses: (i) consciousness as the background of objec¬ 
tive phenomena, (2) consciousness as the background of the jlva 
or pramata, the individual, (3) consciousness reflected in the vrtti 
of the antahkarana; when these three unite perception is effected. 

Prama or right knowledge means in Vedanta the acquire¬ 
ment of such new knowledge as has not been contradicted by 
experience ( abadhita ). There is thus no absolute definition of 
truth. A knowledge acquired can be said to be true only so long 
as it is not contradicted. Thus the world appearance though it 
is very true now, may be rendered false, when this is contradicted 
by right knowledge of Brahman as the one reality. Thus the 
knowledge of the world appearance is true now, but not true 
absolutely. The only absolute truth is the pure consciousness 
which is never contradicted in any experience at any time. The 
truth of our world-knowledge is thus to be tested by finding out 
whether it will be contradicted at any stage of world experience 
or not. That which is not contradicted by later experience is to 
be regarded as true, for all world knowledge as a whole will be 
contradicted when Brahma-knowledge is realized. 

The inner experiences of pleasure and pain also are gene¬ 
rated by a false identification of antahkarana transformations as 
pleasure or pain with the self, by virtue of which are gene¬ 
rated the perceptions, “I am happy,” or “ I am sorry” In con¬ 
tinuous perception of anything for a certain time as an object 
or as pleasure, etc. the mental state or vrtti is said to last in the 
same way all the while so long as any other new form is not 
taken up by the antahkarana for the acquirement of any new 
knowledge. In such cases when I infer that there is fire on the 
hill that I see, the hill is an object of perception, for the antah¬ 
karana vrtti is one with it, but that there is fire in it is a matter 
of inference, for the antahkarana vrtti cannot be in touch with the 
fire; so in the same experience there may be two modes of 
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modification, as perception in seeing the hill, and as 
inference in inferring the fire in the hill. In cases of acquired 
perception, as when on seeing sandal wood I think that it is 
odoriferous sandal wood, it is pure perception so far as the sandal 
wood is concerned, it is inference or memory so far as I assert it 
to be odoriferous. Vedanta does not admit the existence of the 
relation called samavaya (inherence) or jati (class notion); and 
so does not distinguish perception as a class as distinct from the 
other class called inference, and holds that both perception and 
inference are but different modes of the transformations of the 
antahkarana reflecting the cit in the corresponding vrttis. The 
perception is thus nothing but the cit manifestation in the antah¬ 
karana vrtti transformed into the form of an object with which it is 
in contact. Perception in its objective aspect is the identity of 
the cit underlying the object with the subject, and perception in 
the subjective aspect is regarded as the identity of the subjective 
cit with the objective cit. This identity of course means that 
through the vrtti the same reality subsisting in the object and 
the subject is realized, whereas in inference the thing to be in¬ 
ferred, being away from contact with antahkarana, has apparently 
a different reality from that manifested in the states of conscious¬ 
ness. Thus perception is regarded as the mental state represent¬ 
ing the same identical reality in the object and the subject by 
antahkarana contact, and it is held that the knowledge produced 
by words (e.g. this is the same Devadatta) referring identically 
to the same thing which is seen (e.g. when I see Devadatta 
before me another man says this is Devadatta, and the know¬ 
ledge produced by “ this is Devadatta ” though a verbal ( sdbda ) 
knowledge is to be regarded as perception, for the antahkarana 
vrtti is the same) is to be regarded as perception or pratyaksa. 
The content of these words (this is Devadatta) being the same 
as the perception, and there being no new relationing knowledge as 
represented in the proposition “ this is Devadatta ” involving the 
unity of two terms “ this ” and “ Devadatta ” with a copula, but 
only the indication of one whole as Devadatta under visual per¬ 
ception already experienced, the knowledge proceeding from 
“this is Devadatta” is regarded as an example of nirvikalpa 
knowledge. So on the occasion of the rise of Brahma-conscious¬ 
ness when the preceptor instructs “thou art Brahman” the 
knowledge proceeding from the sentence is not savikalpa, for 
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bugh grammatically there are two ideas and a copula, yet 
from the point of view of intrinsic significance ( tatparyd ) one 
identical reality only is indicated. Vedanta does not distinguish 
nirvikalpa and savikalpa.in visual perception, but only inJabda 
perception as in cases referred to above. In all such cases the 
condition for nirvikalpa is that the notion conveyed by the 
sentence should be one whole or one identical reality, whereas 
in savikalpa perception we have a combination of different 
ideas as in the sentence, “the king’s man is coming” (rdjapurusa 
agacckati). Here no identical reality is signified, but what is 
signified is the combination of two or three different concepts 1 . 

It is not out of place to mention in this connection that 
Vedanta admits all the six pramanas of Kumarila and con¬ 
siders like Mimamsa that all knowledge is self-valid ( svatah - 
pramana ). But prama has not the same meaning in Vedanta 
as in Mimamsa. There as we remember prama meant the 
knowledge which goaded one to practical action and as such 
all knowledge was prama, until practical experience showed the 
course of action in accordance with which it was found to be 
contradicted. In Vedanta however there is no reference to action, 
but prama means only uncontradicted cognition. To the definition 
of self-validity as given by Mimamsa Vedanta adds another 
objective qualification, that such knowledge can have svatah- 
pramanya as is not vitiated by the presence of any dosa (cause 
of error, such as defect of senses or the like). Vedanta of course 
does not think like Nyaya that positive conditions (e.g. cor¬ 
respondence, etc.) are necessary for the validity of knowledge, 
nor does it divest knowledge of all qualifications like the 
Mlmamsists, for whom all knowledge is self-valid as such. It 
adopts a middle course and holds that absence of dosa is a neces¬ 
sary condition for the self-validity of knowledge. It is clear that 
this is a compromise, for whenever an external condition has to 
be admitted, the knowledge cannot be regarded as self-valid, 
but Vedanta says that as it requires only a negative condition 
for the absence of dosa, the objection does not apply to it, and it 
holds that if it depended on the presence of any positive con¬ 
dition for proving the validity of knowledge like the Nyaya, 
then only its theory of self-validity would have been damaged. 
But since it wants only a negative condition, no blame can be 
1 See Veddntaparibhdsd and SiJkhamani. 
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attributed to its theory of self-validity. Vedanta was bound to 
follow this slippery middle course, for it could not say that the 
pure cit reflected in consciousness could require anything else 
for establishing its validity, nor could it say that all phenomenal 
forms of knowledge were also all valid, for then the world- 
appearance would come to be valid; so it held that know¬ 
ledge could be regarded as valid only when there was no dosa 
present; thus from the absolute point of view all world-know¬ 
ledge was false and had no validity, because there was the 
avidya-dosa, and in the ordinary sphere also that knowledge was 
valid in which there was no dosa. Validity (pramanyr) with 
Mlmamsa meant the capacity that knowledge has to goad us to 
practical action in accordance with it, but with Vedanta it meant 
correctness to facts and want of contradiction. The absence of 
dosa being guaranteed there is nothing which can vitiate the 
correctness of knowledge 1 . 

Vedanta Theory of Illusion. 

We have already seen that the Mlmamsists had asserted that 
all knowledge was true simply because it was knowledge (yath- 
arthah sarve vivadaspadibhutah pratyayah pratyayatvat). Even 
illusions were explained by them as being non-perception ol the 
distinction between the thing perceived (e.g. the conch-shell), and 
the thing remembered (e.g. silver). But Vedanta objects to this, 
and asks how there can be non-distinction between a thing which 
is clearly perceived and a thing which is remembered? If it is 
said that it is merely a non-perception of the non-association (i.e. 
non-perception of the fact that this is not connected with silver), 
then also it cannot be, for then it is on either side mere negation, 
and negation with Mimamsa is nothing but the bare presence of the 
locus of negation (e.g. negation of jug on the ground is nothing but 
the bare presence of the ground), or in other words non-percep¬ 
tion of the non-association of “silver” and “this’’ means barely 
and merely the “silver” and “this.” Even admitting for argu¬ 
ment’s sake that the distinction between two things or two ideas 
is not perceived, yet merely from such a negative aspect no one 
could be tempted to move forward to action (such as stoop¬ 
ing down to pick up a piece of illusory silver). It is positive 

1 See Vedd ntaparibkdsd , Sikkdmani, Maniprabhd and Citsukha on svatahpra- 
manya. 
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or perception that can lead a man to actual 
movement. If again it is said that it is the general and imperfect 
perception of a thing (which has not been properly differentiated 
and comprehended) before me, which by the memory of silver 
appears to be like true silver before me and this generates the 
movement for picking it up, then this also is objectionable. For 
the appearance of the similarity with real silver cannot lead us 
to behave with the thing before me as if it were real silver. Thus 
I may perceive that gavaya (wild ox) is similar to cow, but despite 
this similarity I am not tempted to behave with the gavaya as 
if it were a cow. Thus in whatever way the Mimamsa position 
may be defined it fails 1 . Vedanta thinks that the illusion is 
not merely subjective, but that there is actually a phenomenon 
of illusion as there are phenomena of actual external objects; 
the difference in the two cases consists in this, that the illusion 
is generated by the dosa or defect of the senses etc., whereas the 
phenomena of external objects are not due to such specific dosas. 
The process of illusory perception in Vedanta may be described 
thus. First by the contact of the senses vitiated by dosas a 
mental state as “thisness” with reference to the thing before me 
is generated; then in the thing as “this” and in the mental state 
of the form of that “this” the cit is reflected. Then the avidya 
(nescience) associated with the cit is disturbed by the presence 
of the dosa, and this disturbance along with the impression of 
silver remembered through similarity is transformed into the 
appearance of silver. There is thus an objective illusory silver 
appearance, as well as a similar transformation of the mental state 
generated by its contact with the illusory silver. These two trans¬ 
formations, the silver state of the mind and external phenomenal 
illusory silver state,are manifested by the perceiving consciousness 
( saksicaitanya ). There are thus here two phenomenal transforma¬ 
tions, one in the avidya states forming the illusory objective silver 
phenomenon, and another in the antahkarana-vrtti or mind state. 
But in spite of there being two distinct and separate phenomena, 
their object being the same as the “this” in perception, we have 
one knowledge of illusion. The special feature of this theory of 
illusion is that an indefinable ( anirvacaniya-khyati) illusory silver 
is created in every case where an illusory perception of silver 
occurs. There are three orders of reality in Vedanta, namely the 
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knowledge takes the form of “I am/’ and in another as/‘this is” 
according as the previous impression is “I” or “this.” In dreams 
also the dream perceptions are the same as the illusory percep¬ 
tion of silver in the conch-shell. There the illusory creations are 
generated through the defects of sleep, and these creations are 
imposed upon the cit The dream experiences cannot be regarded 
merely as memory-products, for the perception in dream is in the 
form that “ I see that I ride in the air on chariots, etc.” and not 
that “ I remember the chariots.” In the dream state all the senses 
are inactive, and therefore there is no separate objective cit there, 
but the whole dream experience with all characteristics of space, 
time, objects, etc. is imposed upon the cit. The objection that 
since the imposition is on the pure cit the imposition ought to 
last even in waking stages, and that the dream experiences ought 
to continue even in waking life, does not hold; for in the waking 
stages the antahkarana is being constantly transformed into dif¬ 
ferent states on the expiry of the defects of sleep, etc., which were 
causing the dream cognitions. This is called nivrtti (negation) 
as distinguished from badha (cessation). The illusory creation of 
dream experiences may still be there on the pure cit, but these 
cannot be experienced any longer, for there being no dosa of 
sleep the antahkarana is active and suffering modifications in 
accordance with the objects presented before us. This is what is 
called nivrtti, for though the illusion is there I cannot experience 
it, whereas badha or cessation occurs when the illusory creation 
ceases, as when on finding out the real nature of the conch-shell 
the illusion of silver ceases, and we feel that this is not silver, this 
was not and will not be silver. When the conch-shell is perceived 
as silver, the silver is felt as a reality, but this feeling of reality 
was not an illusory creation, though the silver was an objective 
illusory creation; for the reality in the Sukti (conch-shell) is trans¬ 
ferred and felt as belonging to the illusion of silver imposed upon 
it. Here we see that the illusion of silver has two different kinds 
of "illusion comprehended in it. One is the creation of an inde¬ 
finable silver ( anirvacaniya-rajatotpatti ) and the other is the attri¬ 
bution of the reality belonging to the conch-shell to the illusory 
silver imposed upon it, by which we feel at the time of the illu¬ 
sion that it is a reality. This is no doubt the anyathakhyati 
form of illusion as advocated by Nyaya. Vedanta admits that 
when two things (e.g. red flower and crystal) are both present 
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by illusion (e.g. the illusion that the crystal is red), then the illusion 
is of the form of anyathakhyati; but if one of the things is not 
present before my senses and the other is, then the illusion is not 
of the anyathakhyati type, but of the anirvacaniyakhyati type. 
Vedanta could not avoid the former type of illusion, for it be¬ 
lieved that all appearance of reality in the world-appearance 
was really derived from the reality of Brahman, which was self- 
luminous in ail our experiences. The world appearance is an 
illusory creation, but the sense of reality that it carries with it 
is a misattribution ( anyathdkhydti ) of the characteristic of the 
Brahman to it, for Brahman alone is the true and the real, which 
manifests itself as the reality of all our illusory world-experience, 
just as it is the reality of £ukti that gives to the appearance of 
silver its reality. 
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Vedanta says that when a duly qualified man takes to the 
study of Vedanta and is instructed by the preceptor— w Thou 
art that (Brahman)/’ he attains the emancipating knowledge, 
and the world-appearance becomes for him false and illusory. 
The qualifications necessary for the study of Vedanta are (i) 
that the person having studied all the Vedas with the proper 
accessories, such as grammar, lexicon etc. is in full possession of 
the knowledge of the Vedas,(2)that either in this life or in another, 
he must have performed only the obligatory Vedic duties (such 
as daily prayer, etc. called nitya-karmd ) and occasionally obli¬ 
gatory duty (such as the birth ceremony at the birth of a son, 
called nainiittika-karma) and must have avoided all actions for 
the fulfilment of selfish desires ( kamya-karmas , such as the 
performance of sacrijjces for going to Heaven) and all pro¬ 
hibited actions (e.g. murder, etc. nisiddka-karma) in such a 
way that his mind is purged of all good and bad actions (no 
karma is generated by the mtya and natmitttka-karwtQy and as 
he has not performed the kchtiya and prohibited karmas, he has 
acquired no new karma). When he has thus properly purified 
his mind and is in possession of the four virtues or means of 
fitting the mind for Vedanta instruction (called sadhand) he 
can regard himself as properly qualified for the Vedanta in¬ 
struction. These virtues are (t) knowledge of what is eternal 
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and what is transient, (i) disinclination to enjoyments rf this 
life and of the heavenly life after death, (5) extreme distaste for 
all enjoyments, and anxiety for attaining the means of right know¬ 
ledge, (4) control over the senses by which these are restrained 
from everything but that which aids the attainment of right 
knowledge (dama\ (a) having restrained them, the attainment 
of such power that these senses may not again be tempted to¬ 
wards worldly enjoyments (s uparati ), (h) power of bearing extremes 
of heat, cold, etc., (c) employment of mind towards the at¬ 
tainment of right knowledge, (d) faith in the instructor and 
Upanisads; (5) strong desire to attain salvation. A man pos¬ 
sessing the above qualities should try to understand correctly 
the true purport of the Upanisads (called sravana\ and by 
arguments in favour of the purport of the Upanisads to 
strengthen his conviction as stated in the Upanisads (called 
manana) and then by nididhyasana (meditation) which includes 
all the Yoga processes of concentration, try to realize the truth 
as one. Vedanta therefore in ethics covers the ground of 
Yoga; but while for Yoga emancipation proceeds from under¬ 
standing the difference between purusa and prakrti, with Vedanta 
salvation comes by the dawn of right knowledge that Brahman 
alone is the true reality, his own self 1 . Mimamsa asserts that the 
Vedas do not declare the knowledge of one Brahman to be the 
supreme goal, but holds that all persons should act in accord¬ 
ance with the Vedic injunctions for the attainment of good 
and the removal of evil. But Vedanta holds that though the 
purport of the earlier Vedas is as Mimamsa has it, yet this 
is meant only for ordinary people, whereas for the elect the 
goal is clearly as the Upanisads indicate it, namely the attain¬ 
ment of the highest knowledge. The performance of Vedic 
duties is intended only for ordinary men, but yet it was 
believed by many (e.g. Vacaspati Misra and his followers) that 
due performance of Vedic duties helped a man to acquire a 
great keenness for the attainment of right knowledge; others 
believed (e.g. Praka£atma and his followers) that it served to 
bring about suitable opportunities by securing good preceptors, 
etc. and to remove many obstacles from the way so that it be¬ 
came easier for a person to attain the desired right knowledge. 

In the acquirement of ordinary knowledge the ajfianas re- 

1 See Vtd&ntasdra and Advaitabrahmasiddhi. 
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^SsiSved are only smaller states of ajflana, whereas when the 
Brahma-knowledge dawns the ajflana as a whole is removed. 
Brahma-knowledge at the stage of its first rise is itself also a 
state of knowledge, but such is its special strength that when 
this knowledge once dawns, even the state of knowledge which 
at first reflects it (and which being a state is itself ajflana modi¬ 
fication) is destroyed by it The state itself being destroyed, 
only the pure infinite and unlimited Brahman shines forth in its 
own true light. Thus it is said that just as fire riding on a piece 
of wood would burn the whole city and after that would burn 
the very same wood, so in the last state of mind the Brahma- 
knowledge would destroy all the illusory world-appearance and 
at last destroy even that final state 1 . 

The mukti stage is one in which the pure light of Brahman 
as the identity of pure intelligence, being and complete bliss 
shines forth in its unique glory, and all the rest vanishes as 
illusory nothing. As all being of the world-appearance is but 
limited manifestations of that one being, so all pleasures also 
are but limited manifestations of that supreme bliss, a taste 
of which we all can get in deep dreamless sleep. The being 
of Brahman however is not an abstraction from all existent 
beings as the sattd (being as class notion) of the naiyayika, but 
the concrete, the real, which in its aspect as pure consciousness 
and pure bliss is always identical with itself. Being {sat) is pure 
bliss and pure consciousness. What becomes of the avidya during 
mukti (emancipation) is as difficult for one to answer as the 
question, how the avidya came forth and stayed during the world- 
appearance. It is best to remember, that the category of the 
indefinite avidya is indefinite as regards its origin, manifestation 
and destruction. Vedanta however believes that even when the 
true knowledge has once been attained, the body may last for a 
while, if the individual’s previously ripened karmas demand it. 
Thus the emancipated person may walk about and behave like 
an ordinary sage, but yet he is emancipated and can np longer 
acquire any new karma. As soon as the fruits due to his ripe 
karmas are enjoyed and exhausted, the sage loses his body and 
there will never be any other birth for him, for the dawn of 
perfect knowledge has burnt up for him all budding karmas of 
beginningless previous lives, and he is no longer subject to any 

1 Siddttfintakia. 
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the illusions subjective or objective which could make any 
knowledge, action, or feeling possible for him. Such a man is 
called jlvanmukta y i.e. emancipated while living. For him all 
world-appearance has ceased. He is the one light burning alone 
in himself where everything else has vanished for ever from the 



Vedanta and other Indian Systems. 

Vedanta is distinctly antagonistic to Nyaya, and most of 
its powerful dialectic criticism is generally directed against it. 
Sankara himself had begun it by showing contradictions and 
inconsistencies in many of the Nyaya conceptions, such as the 
theory of causation, conception of the atom, the relation of sama- 
vaya, the conception of jati, etc. 8 His followers carried it to still 
greater lengths as is fully demonstrated by the labours of Srlharsa, 
Citsukha, Madhusudana, etc. It was opposed to Mimamsa so 
far as this admitted the Nyaya-Vaisesika categories, but agreed 
with it generally as regards the pramanas of anumana, upamiti, 
arthapatti, sabda, and anupalabdhi. It also found a great sup¬ 
porter in Mimamsa with its doctrine of the self-validity and self- 
manifesting power of knowledge. But ^differed from Mlm5msa 
in the field of practical duties and entered into many elaborate 
discussions to prove that the duties of the Vedas referred only to 
ordinary men, whereas men of higher order had no Vedic duties 
to perform but were to rise above them and attain the highest 
knowledge, and that a man should perform the Vedic duties 
only so long as he was not fit for Vedanta instruction and 
studies. 

With Samkhya and Yoga the relation of Vedanta seems to 
be very close. We have already seen that Vedanta had accepted 
all the special means of self-purification, meditation, etc., that 
were advocated by Yoga. The main difference between Vedanta 
and Samkhya was this that Samkhya believed that the stuff of 
which the world consisted was a reality side by side with the 
purusas. In later times Vedanta had compromised so far with 
Samkhya that it also sometimes described maya as. being made 
up of sattva, rajas, and tamas. Vedanta also held that according 
to these three characteristics were formed diverse modifications 


1 See Paflcada&t. 

2 See Sankara’s refutation of Nyaya, Sankara-bhdsya % n. ii. 
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ie maya. Thus Bvara is believed to possess a mind of pure 
sattva alone. But sattva, rajas and tamas were accepted in 
Vedanta in the sense of tendencies and not as reals as Samkhya 
held it. Moreover, in spite of all modifications that maya was 
believed to pass through as the stuff of the world-appearance, it 
was indefinable and indefinite, and in its nature different from 
what we understand as positive or negative. It was an unsub¬ 
stantial nothing, a magic entity which had its being only so long 
as it appeared. Prakrti also was indefinable or rather undemon- 
strable as regards its own essential nature apart from its mani¬ 
festation, but even then it was believed to be a combination of 
positive reals. It was undefinable because so long as the reals 
composing it did not combine, no demonstrable qualities belonged 
to it with which it could be defined. Maya however was unde- 
monstrable, indefinite, and indefinable in all forms; it was a 
separate category of the indefinite. Samkhya believed in the 
personal individuality of souls, while for Vedanta there was only 
one soul or self, which appeared as many by virtue of the maya 
transformations. There was an adhyasa or illusion in Samkhya 
as well as in Vedanta; but in the former the illusion was due 
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to a mere non-distinction between prakrti and purusa or mere 
misattribution of characters or identities, but in Vedanta there 
was not only misattribution, but a false and altogether inde¬ 
finable creation. Causation with Samkhya meant real transforma¬ 
tion, but with Vedanta all transformation was mere appearance. 
Though there were so many differences, it is however easy to 
see that probably at the time of the origin of the two systems 
during the Upanisad period each was built up from very similar 
ideas which differed qnly in tendencies that gradually manifested 
themselves into the present divergences of the two systems. 
Though Sankara laboured hard to prove that the Samkhya 
view could not be found in the Upanisads, we can hardly be 
convinced by his interpretations and arguments. The more 
he argues, the more we are led to suspect that the Samkhya 
thought had its origin in the Upanisads. Sankara and his 
followers borrowed much of their dialectic form of criticism from 
the Buddhists. His Brahman was very much like the £unya 
of Nagarjuna. It is difficult indeed to distinguish between 
pure being and pure non-being as a category. The debts of 
Sankara to the self-luminosity of the Vijflanavada Buddhism 
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n hardly be overestimated. There seems to be much truth 
in the accusations against Sankara by Vijfiana Bhiksu and 
others that he was a hidden Buddhist himself. I am led to 
think that Sankara’s philosophy is largely a compound of 
Vijfianavada and Sunyavada Buddhism with the Upanisad 
notion of the permanence of self superadded. 
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ayutasiddha , 246, 319 
ayutasiddhavayava , 380 «- 
ayutasiddhAvayavabhtddnugatah, 23 2 
A car a , 171 
Acdrdhgasutra ,, 236 
433 

ddhibhautika , 269 «. 
adkidaivika , 269#. 
ddhydtmika, 148, 269#. 

Aditya, 43 
dgama, 285, 424 
dhdre patikulasaiihd, 102 
Ajivaka, 79, 80 173 

415 

dkilrdpabandha, 2 5 O 

43 . 46, 4 8 , 5 *. *° 9 » 1 * 4 » 1 * 4 * * 43 , 
* 49 , * 75 , * 97 , * 9 8 » * 99 , *° 3 » ** 3 > * 53 . 
287, 288, 292, 295, 3 IO » 3 * 4 , 3 * 6 , 3 **. 
3*6, 333. 335 . 4*6; atom, 252, 253 
&&& tan mat ray 252 
dkdJdstikdya , 195, 198 
Akrti, 298 

dlayavijhdna, 86«. } 13*. * 3 *» * 36 , * 37 . 

146, 167 
dlocana, 378 
alocana-jitana, 336 

dnanda, 75, 109, 238, 271, 366, 4 * 4 ‘ 445 
Anandabodha Khattarakacarya, 420 
Anandagiri, 418, 433 
anandamaya Atman , 46 
Ananda^rama, 423 w. 

Anaya , 396 
dn&panasati, 103 
dnviksiki, 277, 278, 279 
Apastamba, 276 
294 

dptavacana, 355 n. 
drambhaka-samyoga , 328 
drawn 1 an a, (j 6 

drammana■ vibhdvanatthdne, 89 
Aranyakas, 6, 12, 14, 27, 28, 29, 33, 35. 
43; character of, 14; composition of, 
14; fanciful unifications in, 36» rela¬ 
tion of, to Upanisads, 14 
drdrendhana, 347 
Ariya sacra, ioi, in 
Aruiji, 33, 34 
Arunika , 28 ». 

dO'*, 294#., 304 ^ , . 

Aryadeva, 122#., 128, 166 J his doctrine, 
129 

Aryamulasarvastivada, 120 «. 
Aryasammifiya, 114 
Aryasarvastivada, 120 n. 
dry a satya , 107 
Arya, 219 
Aryasahga, 409#. 

33 * w< 

dsaniplii nirodhat , 150 
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^99, 100, 105; meaning of, 99 n. 


dsrava , 09 n., 134, 19a, 193 
dsravabhdvand , 201 
dssdsa, 103 
dstika, 6*] 

astika-mata, six classes of, 68 
Astika systems, karma doctrine of, 72 
Asuri, 216, 218, 221 

dJankdy 18 6n. 

dJatika -pratisedha , 18 6n. 

Airaydy 312, 460 
diraydsuldha, 361 
d(rta, 312 
Atmabodhay 28 n, 
dtmaikatva , 433 
dtmakhy&ti 384, 385 

dtman y 23, 26, 27, 32, 45, 52, 65, 68, 75, 
93, hi, 138, 147, 214, 215, 217, 276, 
292, 295, 298, 300, 303, 311, 316, 353, 
360, 429, 459 n.> 460, 470, 481; as 
vital breath, 26 
Ajmany 28 n., 31#. 

Atmatattvavivcka, 307 
atmavada, 401 n. 

Atodyay 29 6n. 

Ajreya-samhit&y 213 
Ajrcya-samhitd ( Caraka ), 299 «. 
Atreyatantra, 213 
Aturapraiydkhyanay 
dvaranay 472, 481 
dyarandbhdva-y 253 
Avaiyakdy 171 
dvirbhutciy 257 

dyatanay 85, 88/*., 95, 121, 127, 149 
dyatanadvdraih , 85 
dyuhanay 93 
dyu~karmay 194 
268 

dyuska-karmay 191 

Badarika£rama, 432 
bahiravabhdsanam , 337 
bakirvydptiy 157, 186 /*., 346 
bahudhdkrtam tantrum y 221 
bahujana , 131 
BahuSrutiyas, 112 
Bahvrcay 28 /*. 

Baladeva, 70, 306 
bandkay 207 
Baudhayana, 70 

Badarayana, 70, 223, 279, 422, 423, 429, 
43 °> 433 

bddhciy 488 
b&dhitay 361 

Bahva, 45 
bdhyay 409 n. 

bahyabhavabhdvopalak$anatdy 150 
Balaki Gargya, 33, 34 
balopac&rikay 150 
Behar, 308 ft. 

Benares, 39, 181 432 

Bengal, 40 , 256, 306, 308 

Bengal Asiatic Society's Journaly 129 n. 


Bengali, 40 
Besarh, 173 
Bhadanta, i__ 

Bhadrabahu, 170, 181 /*., 186#*., 309 
Bhadrayanikas, 112 

Bhagavadgitdy 8, 64, 227, 421, 422, 436 

BhagavatTy 171 

BhaktdparijMy 171/1. 

bhaktiy 77 

Bhandarkar, 423 

Bharadvdja-vrttiy 306 

Bhartrhari, 231 

Bhartrmitra, 370 

Bkasmajdbdlay 28 n. 

Bhattacintdmaniy 371, 41 7 

bhatta-matdy 69 

bkautikay 216, 299 n. 

bhavay 85, 87, 89, 90 n.y 92; meaning of, 

85 n.; meaning of, discussed, 90 n. 
bhavacakray 86 

Bhavadasa, 370 
bhavdsavay 99, 100 
Bhagavata, 434 
bhdgya y 220/1. 

Bh&matiy 114 n.y i 43 w -> 4*8, 4* 1 n - 
Bharuci, 433 
Bhasarvajfia, 305/1., 309 
bhdsdy 195, 199 n. 

Bhasdparicchtday 280, 281, 307, 322/*., 

339 *• . , o 

bhdfyay 8 6 n.y 89/*., go n.y 306, 369, 418, 

419, 432, 433 
bkdsyahdra, 433 
Bh&fyasuktiy 306 
Bhdsya vdrttikay 63 
Bhattas, 462 

bhdva y 142, 146, 287, 312 n.y 357 
bhdvabandhay 193 
bh&va-karmay 191 
bhdva-lelydy 191 
bhdvandy 28 n. f 201, 316 
bhdvanirjardy 195 
bhdvapdratantrydty 312/*. 
bhdvarupay 453 
bhdvasamvaray 194, 195 
bhdvasvabhdvaJunyatdy 149 
bhdvatvay 453 
bhdvabh&vasamanatdy 147 
Bhavagai?e£a, 212, 243 n. 
bhdvdsravay 193, 194 
bheday 462 
Bhedadhikkdray 420 
bhedakalpandy 340 n. 

Bhik§u, 224, 271 n. % 415 
Bhiksukay 28 n. 
bhogay 224, *59» *68, *73 
bhogdrthamy 424 
bhogopabhogamdna, 200 

Bhoja, 212, 230, 233 n.y 235, 236 

bhramay 337 

Bhurisrsti, 306 

bhiitay 328 

bhiitaSy 214, 310 

bhutatathatdy 130, 134 
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» 49 . *51. *53 

'odartana, 347, 348 
Ji-bhautik, 349 

Bibliotheca Indica * 337 346#*. 

Birth, 84,89; determined by last thought, 
90 

Blessedness, 61 
Bodas, 276, 279 
bodka, 41a 

bodhabodhasvabkava , 413 
Bodhayana, 433 
Bodhclyana bk&sya, 433 
173 

bodhibkSvand , 202 
bodhisattva , 127, 150, 151 **- 
Bodhisattvas, 136, 137 
Bombay, 2*., 28*., 317 ». 
brukmabhjita y 215 «. 

Brahmabindu , 28 «. 

brahmacarya , 199, 200, 226, 227 236, 

a70, 283 
Brahmahood, 55 
Brahmajdlasutla l 65 ft; 236 
Brahma-knowledge, 491 
Brahman, 20,21, 23, 28*., 32, 34, 35, 
36, 43 > 52 . 54 > 55 * 5 ^ < 5 o, 80, m, H 4 » 
168, 202, 2i 1, 215, 228, 234, 235, 239, 
301430, 431, 434, 436, 437 * 438, 
440 * 443 * 444 * 445 . 44 < 5 . 447 . 45 b 452 . 
467 * 458 . 4 ^ 1 , 468, 469. 4 ?/» 482 , 
483, 489, 491; ^ highest bliss, 48; 
as immanent and transcendent, 50; 
as ordainer, 49; as silence, 45; as su¬ 
preme principle in Satapiiha y 20; as 
the cause of all, 48; as ultimate cause, 
53 j dualistic conception of, 48; equi¬ 
valent to atman y 45; identified with 
natural objects, 44; instruction of Praji- 
pati on, 46; meanings of, 20; negative 
method of knowing, 44; positive defi¬ 
nition of, impossible, 44; powers of 
gods depended on, 37; powers of 
natural objects depended on, 37; priest, 
13 quest after, 42; substitutes of, 
inadequate, 43; transition of the mean¬ 
ing of, 37 j three currents of thought 
regarding, 50; universe created out of, 
40; unknowability of, 44 
Brahmapaspati, 23, 32, 43 
Brahma Samaj, 40 

Brahma-sutra, 45 86«., 91 143 *•» 

430 . 432 . 47 ° ^ . 

Brahmasiitrasy 62, 64, 70, iai»., 223, 
279, 418, 420. 421. 422, 429. 43 ** 433 * 
439 n ' f Vaisnava commentaries of, 8 

Brahma-sutrabk&tya, 319/*. 
BrahmavidyA , 28 n. 
brahmavidyS ., 34 ft. 
brahtnavih&ra, 103, 144 
Brahmayana, ia 6 ». 

Brahma, 126*1., 324 
Brahmins, 10, 11, 12, 31, 35 
Brahmapas, 6, 12, 13, 13*-. 25, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 33 * 35 * 208, 4 ° 4 » 429* 



dtman as supreme essence m 
character of, 13; composition of; 
creation and evolution theory com¬ 
bined in, 25; development of, into 
Upanisads, 31; karma doctrine of, 72; 
meaning of, 13 n. 

Brahmana thought, transition of, into 
Arapyaka thought, 35 
Brahmanism, 169 
Breath, 272 
British, 11, 371 
Bruno, 40*2. 

Brhadarapyaka, 14, 28*1., 31, 33 * 34 *•» 
35 » 37 »-> 39 . *»*•> 45 «-> 49 *-' 5”. 55 > 
5 6, 57, 6i, 88»., non., ill «6, 
263 432**., 469, 470; rebirth in, 07 

Brhadratha, 227 
Brhajjdbdla , 28 «. 

Brhaspati, 79 
Brhatiy 370 
Brkatkalpa, 17 in. 

Brhatsamhitd , 327 n. 

Buddha, 7, 64, 65, 67, 79, 80, 84, 80, 
86*1., 93, 94, 102, 107, 109, no, 112, 
118, 119, 125, 127, 133. I 4 a . 244 * * 47 * 
169, 173, 174. 227, 263 his life, 81 
Buddh acaritakavycii 129 n. 

Buddhadeva, 115, 116 
Buddhaghosa, 82, 83, 92 94, 9 6 > 99 * 

105, 161, 470 j his view of name and 
form, 88; his view of viMdna, 89; 
on theory of perception, 97 
Buddhahood, 84, 136, 137 
BuddhapSlita, 128 
Buddhas, 136, 137, 424 
Buddhavamsa, 83 
BuddhaySna, 125 **. 

buddhi, , 213, 214, 216, 218 224, 225, 

240**., 242, 249, 251, 258, 259, 260, 
261, 262, 263, 265, 266, 267, 271, 273, 
275* *76* *81, 295, 299, 3 *i. 3 ™> 
330 . 33 b 33 *«*» 368, 399 * 4 * 5 * 4 * 6 * 
460 

buddhi-nirmdna, 256 311 

buddhtniicaya, 409 n. 

Buddhism, 1, 9, 74, 75. 7 ®. 83, 95 . 
no,* 111, 129, 138, 155. 161,165, 168, 
169, 175, 208, 209, 212, 219, 237**.. 
238, 274, 312, 322 417, 405; <*/- 

makhydti theory of illusion, 385; causa¬ 
tion as tod&lmya and tadutpatti , 3 45; 
criticism of momentariness by Nyaya, 
274; criticism of the nirvikalpa per¬ 
ception of Nyaya, 339 ff.; currents of 
thought prior to, 80; denial of the 
existence of negation, 357 ff.; denial 
of wholes, 380 ft .; Dharmaklrtti’s con¬ 
tribution to the theory of concomi¬ 
tance, 351; Dinnaga’s doctrine of 
universal proposition and inference, 
350*2.; Dinna^a’s view of the new 
knowledge acquired by inference, 388**.;^ 
doctrine of matter, 95; doctrine of 
momentariness, 158; doctrine of non- 


Index 


5 ° 


; doctrine of momentariness 
and the doctrine of causal efficiency, 
163 ff-; doctrine of pahcakdranl as 
determining cause-effect relation, re¬ 
futed by Vacaspati, 35a; doctrine of 
tdd&tmya and tadutpatti as grounds of 
inference refuted by Vacaspati, 35* ? 
epistemology of the Sautrantikas, 408 ff.; 
evolution of thought in, 166; heretical 
schools prior to, 79; identity and re¬ 
cognition, 162; influence on Mimamsa 
logic, 388, 390; nature of existence, 
163; no-soul doctrine in, 93; onto¬ 
logical problems, 164^; relation of 
substance and quality, 164; relation of 
universals and particulars, 164; relation 
of the whole and the part, 164; relation 
of cause and effect, 164; relation of 
inherence, 165; relation of power to 
the power-possessor, 165; relation to 
Up*flisads, 80; schools, rise of, 112; 
sen^-data and sensations in, 95; state 
of philosophy prior to, 78; the khandha - 
doctrine, 93 ; Theravada schools, 112; 
views on stlmanya , 318 n.; vy&pti by 
negative instances, 389 n.\ Yogacara 
epistemology, 41 iff. 

Buddhism (early), avijjd in, 99; causal 
connection, 84; definition of samadhi, 
101; four noble truths, 101; import¬ 
ance of feeling, 97; kamma y classifica¬ 
tion of, 108; kamma , the doctrine of, 
106; karma and desire, 108; khan - 
d/ias as “I,” 98; kilesas in, 100; 
meditation in, stages of, 105; medita¬ 
tion of human body as impure, 103; 
meditation of universal friendship, pity 
etc., 103; nivodna and heresy in, 109; 
nivv&na, theory of, 108; no-selfdoctrine, 
contrasted with Upanisad self-doctrine, 
no; objects of concentration, 104; 
pessimism in, 102 preparatory 
measures for meditation, 102; science 
of breath, 103; sense-contact theory 
in, 97; sila and samddhi in, 100; 
theory of cognition in, <)6; Upanisads, 
relation with, 109; volition in, 98 

Buddhism in Translations , 88»., 89 
9099*., 107108in*. 

Buddkismus , 218 n. 

Buddhist, 130/*., 161, 163, 169, 17-7, 178, 
230, 233, 237, 278, 299, 300, 378, 
389 390, 394, 406, 423, 429, 434, 

437, 465; canonical works, 82; council, 
129; doctrines, 281; literature, 78, 82, 
92; logic, 120, 155, 157, 309; mis¬ 
sionaries, 301 ; philosophy, 3, 7, 84, 

145, 164, 210; psychology, 96, 96*. 

Buddhistic, 81, 427 n.; doctrines, 82, 
100; texts, 109 

Buddhists, 7, 68, 68*., 75,112, 129, 147, 

167, *73» *74. 182, 185, 186, 187, 196, 

203, 229, 240*., 257, 274, 279, 296, 
301, 307, 309, 310, 318, 325, 331, 332, 


339 > 340, 34 i» 345 . 34 <>, 347 * 348, 350, 
35 *. 357 > 3 ^. 363. 380*., 385, 4 **» 

. 413 

buddhitattva y 249, 250 
Bulletin de VAccuUmie des Sciences de 
RussUy 119*. 

Burgess, J., 170*. 

Biihler, 170*., 276 

caitasikakarma , 123 
caitta % 121 
caittadhartna , 121 
caittasamskrta dharmas , 124 
caittikas , 112 

cakrabh ra m ivaddhrtalar Irak , 268 
Cakradatta, 231 
cakraka, 205 

Cakrapani, 213 *., 231, 235, 236 
Cakrapanidatta, 230 
cakravartti , 91 n. 

Cakravartti, Mr, 308*. 

Calcutta, 165*., 168 

Calcutta University, 121, 208*., 213 

Cambridge, 1*5*. 

Candrakanta Tarkalamkara, 279 
Candraklrti, 85*., 86*., 87,90*., 109, 
125*., 128, 120, 138, 140, 166; his 
interpretation of nama, 88 n. 
Candraprajnapti, 171 n. 

Candrikd , 212 
Candavija, 171 *. 

Capacity, 159, 160 

Caraka, 91*., 212, 213, 216, 217, 218, 
219, 224, 231, 280, 281, 287**, 302, 
304 «.; nis view of soul, 91 n. ; system 
of Samkhya in, 214 
Caraka kdrikd, 280 
Caraka samhitd ) 302 
Caraka , terira, 280 n. 

Carake Patafijalih, 235 
carv, 79 
Carydpitaka y 83 

Categories, 281, 283, 287, 3 **> 3 * 3 » 3 6 5 . 
413, 4 6r, 49* 

Category, 317, 378 398. 44 * • 443 . 493 

catudhdtuvavatth&nabhdvand, 102 

catuhsutri , 70 

ecUuhlarana , 171*. 

catuhlataka, 129 

caturanuka, 326 

cauryya , 193 

Causal activity, 165; collocations, 341; 

efficiency, 163, 168; movement, 320 
Causation, 466, 468; as real change, 
„ 53 

Cause, 3^^ 

Cause-collocation, 274, 275 

cdgdnussatiy 102 

cdmara , 172 

cdritra , 195, 199 

Carvaka, 68, 71, 87, 301 

Carvakas, 78, 79, 325, 331, 345, 362, 394 ; 

philosophy of, 79 
Central India, 172 
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cetana karma t 123 
cetand y 96, 97, 98, 101, 108, 213, 214, 
228 tt. 
cetas , 217 
cetasikdy ioi 
cetati, 124 
cetcrvimuttiy 106 
chala t 294, 296, 302, 360, 362 
Channagarik&s, 112 

Ch&ndogya, 28 30, 33, 34**., 35 36, 

39, 46 w., 47»., 49»., 53, 54».j 

88/1., now., 11 in.1 1331*., 173, I 74 »*> 
226*1., 263 432 433 

Chdydvy&khyd , 212 
Chedasutrasy 171 
Childers, 9912., 26311. 

China, 278 

Chinese, 4, 119,122 125 128, 13812. 

Chinese translations, 120 
Christian, 21 

cinmdtrdSritam ajMnam , 457 
a?, 75, 238, 240, 241, 260, 299, 416, 
45°. 453 . 457 . 458, 47*. 481. 481, 486. 
487. 4 *« 

dir ci, 313 

Citsukha, 238 w., 445 » 462, 465, 485 w., 
492 

citta , 76, 89, 91 n.y 96, 106, 113, 121, 
124, 129, 140, 146, 258, 260, 261, 262, 
262 n., 263, 264, 265, 266, 268, 269, 
272, 426, 427, 428, 460 
ditabhUmiy 268 
dttadharma, 121 
cittasamprayuktasarnskilra y 86 n. 
cittavimukta, 151 
attaviprayukta , 121 
cittcrviprayuktasamskara, 86 n. 
cittaviprayukiasaniskaradharmciy 121 
cittaviiuddhiprakarana, 129 
dttavrttinirodha , 235 
codan&laksanah art hah, 427 «. 

Co-effects, 321 

Collocation, 255, 256, 257, 274, 320, 
33 °» 33 *» 33 *» 34 *. 4 **» 4 I 3 > 4*6, 467 
Collocations, 160, 363, 367, 374, 466 
Commentaries, 63, 67, 285308,422, 
470; their method of treatment, 66 
Commentary, 70, 306, 309, 433 
Commentators, 64,65; elalx>rations made 
by, 66 

Compendium, 8£ «., 86 n. 

Compendium*, 2 

Compound concepts, 94; feelings, 94 
Concentration, 103, 104, 105, 227, 23412., 
268, 271, 272, 342, 437, 490 
Concomitance, 157, 159, 160, 308, 322, 
3 * 5 . 344 * 345 » 346, 3 4 7 . 34 «» 349 » 35 *» 
35 *> 353 ) 354 ) 35&, 35^, 3 6 4 » 3 » 8 * 
389 390, 39*, 456 

Conformations, 86 
Conglomeration, 163 
Consciousness, 94, 161, 214, 239, 240, 
243 » 353 , 366, 368, 378 , 379 , 380. 
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399, 4OO, 4 I2, 415, 4l6, 417) 428, 

438» 444, 445, 447) 448, 449> 4n°» 

45*» 454, 455, 456, 457> 45», 460, 

472, 481, 482, 485, 491 
Consciousness-stuff, 250 
Coperaican, 31 
Cornell University, 3 
Cosmology, 221, 276 
Cosmos, 325 
Cowell, 2 
Craving, 107 
Creation, 206, 324, 326 
Creator, 326, 364 
Cullavaggciy 108 tt. 

dabbas a mb ha rasadisa , 96 
Daksa, 23 
daksind, 36 
DakfindtnUrtiiy 28 n. 
tiama, 490 
dandaniti, 277 

dad art a, 189, 190; meaning of, 68 n. 
dadandvaraniya, 190, 193, 196 
dadanavaran iya karma, , 194 
Dasgupta, S. N., 397 n. 

DaiaJrutaskandha, 171 ft. 

DaJavaikdlika, 171 

DaJavaikdlikaniryuktiy 186 280 n , 

3°9 

Dattatreya , 28 n. 
daurmanasya> 86 n. 
ddna y 283 
ddnapdramitdy 127 
ddnasamiti, 19911. 

Darashiko, 28#*., 39 
Death, 50, 58, 59, 8 4 , 103, 201 
Debate, 406, 407 
Deccan, 43* 

Delhi, 39 

Demerit, 264, 281, 317, 324, 325, 342 
Desire, 108, 225,228, 295, 299, 300, 311, 
3 2 5> 4 11 

dd&pabattdha> 256 
<U£dvakd&kabrata y 200 
dedta, 423 

Determinate, 185, 225, 261, 262. 337, 
379, 412, 413, 416, 424; cogintion, 

343 n. ; perception, 331, 334, 37 8 
Deussen, 26 29, 32 n., 38, 39 

4549 »•* 5*> 58«*) 4 3 3» 43 8 '*-» 

439 *• 

Devadatta, 117, 118, 176, 290, 391, 392, 
393» 4 IJ i 483 
Devak§ema, 120 
Devananda, 170, 173 
Deva Sun, 172, 309 
dcvay&nay 34, 54, 58, 125 n. 

Devendrasiava, 17112. 

Devi, 28 n. 

dkamma, 82, 102; different meanings of, 

84 

dhammadesandy 84 «. 

Dhammapada, 83 
dhammasy io 4 , 166 
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8a, 83, 94. 96 »•> 99. 


rkniavisesatthena , 8a 
dhamm&tireka , 8a 
Dhanapala, 17a 

dharma, 56, 122, 131, 13$. * 37 . l 45 * 

195 , i 97 » 198* *°*» 2 5 < 5 , ^ 57 . 

285, 286*., -291,29a, 316,316«., 3 i 7 ***> 
322, 3 2 3 » 3 8 3 > 4 <> 3 ? 4 © 4 » 4 £ 5 » 4 2 3 » 4 2 4 > 
427 w., 428; meaning of, 84 ». 
dhannadk&tu , 130, 131, 137 
Dharmaguptikas, 111 
dharmak&ya , 13a, 137 
Dharraaklrti, 151, i 55 > x ^8» 3 ° 9 > 34 °?-» 
351, 362, 409 410theory of in¬ 

ference, i55ff.', theory of perception, 

IS* ff- . , 

dharmapartnama , 156 
Dharmarajadhvarindra, 67, 419, 4 2 <>> 

4 7 o»., 47 1 , 

Dharmasamgraha, 80 94 

dharmaskandha, J20 
dkarmasvdkhydtatdbhdvandy 202 
dharmalastras , 278 
Dharmatrata, 115, 120 
Jharmastik&ya, 195 

Dharmottara, 151, i 52 «*» i 53 **> x 54 * * 55 > 
163168, 18c, 309 
Dharmottariyas, 112 
Dhar, 230, 308 
dhdrand , 272 
Dhdrandldstra, 229 «• 
dhdtu/i 21, 127, 149, 213 
Dhdtukajhdy 83 
Dhdtukdya , 120 
dkf'uva, 175 
dhr tty 122 

Dhurtta Carvakas, 78, 79, 302 
dhtitahgas , 101 
dhvamsdbhdvay 293 //., 359 
dhydna , 81, 102//., M 5 > 202 

236, 272 

Dhyanabmduy 28#., 228 
dhydnapdramitdy 127 
dhy&nagnidagdhakarma , 201 
Dhydyitamusti sutra> 125 
Dialectic, 407, 435, 49 * 

Dialectical, 421 

Dialogues of the Buddha, 9211., 106 
107 

Difference, 462, 463, 464 
Differentiation, 225 
Digambaras, 170, 172 
Digambara Jain Iconography, 170/1. 
Dignaga, 350 «. 
digvirati, 200 
digviratibrata, 200 
311, 316, 322 
Dinakari, 307, 322 

Dihnaga, 63, 120, 155 167, 307, 309, 

350 «•» 35 *» 355 3 62 > 3 88 »• 

Disputes, 06 
Dissolution, 324 
ditthdsava , 99, 100 


203, 



68 100 

Divergence, 464 

8o«., 81#., 91108 n. 

Dtgha Nikdya , 83, 106 
Dlpavamsa, 83/*., 112/f., 119 
dirgha, 314 /*■, 3*5 
dirgh apart rndna, 316 
db/a, 100, 294, 3 °o> 3 OI > 3 ® 5 > 45 2 » 453 
484, 486, 487 
dofasy 228 295 

Doubt, 225, 262, 294, 295 
dra^t&y 444, 445 
dravatva , 280, 285 n. 

Dravidacarya, 433 _ 

dravyay 175, 19?, 198,131. 2 3 2 > 28 5 > 2 86, 
287, 294, 304,300/1., 312,313, 3 1 7 * 3 |8 
320, 334, 34 °» 3 So #• * 4*8 
drceuyabandha, 193 
dravyakalpartdy 340 n. 
dravya karma , 191 
dravyalelyd, 191 
dravyanaya, 177 
dravyanirjard, 195 
dravyaparatndnUy 121 
Dravyasatngrahay 171, 193 w *» 2 °3 n ‘ 
Dravyasamgrahavrtti , 19 2 » I 94 w *> 

197 n.y 198 199 n. 

dravyasamvara , 194 
dravyatva, 287, 312 
dravydsravay 194 
Dream, 425, 44*1 45 b 47 °> 4 88 

Drphadhydtayasahcodanasutra , 12 5 w. 

4 ?r*, 447 . 450 

drSy 68 n. 

driyay 444, 447 ? 45 °» 45 1 
drlyatva , 445 
dr§tdy 349 

drftdntay 185, 186 294, 2 95 » 3 ° 2 > 35 <>» 

389 „ 

drstdntdbhdsa, 390 
drstiy 68 n. 
drstisrstivdday 420 

akWM 86106, 133, * 7 <>. 3 ' 6 ' 34 *. 

duhkhabah ulah samsSrah heyah, 465 n. 
duhkkam vivekinahy 365 
duhkhaskandhay 86 n. 

dustarakurtibandhapankamagnan&niy 307 

dutiyam jh&nam y 105 
dvatidva, 288 n. 
dvadas&nga, 02 

Dvaraka, 306 * 

dveja, 93«.» »43» H4i 267, 310 

dvipadam varam , 423 
dvttvay 314 

dfc/por, *35 r 

dvyanukay 314, 323, 324, 320, 3^7 
Dyads, 314, 315 


Earth, 23 

Earth ball, 104, 106 
Eastern Rajputana, 172 
East India, iio«. 

Effect, 164, 165, 345. 3*6. 331, 33*- 345 
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Efficiency, n6 
Eggeling, 13 tu, ion., 24w. 

Ego, hi, 133, I 34 > ** 5 . 458 
Egoism, 301 
Egyptians, 4 
eka, 18 

ekacittasmim, 97 
ekaggatd , 105, 106 
ckaprthaktva, 293 
ekasdmagryadh inah , 114 
ekatvabhdvand, 202 
ekatvdnyatva , 148 
Ekavyavabarikas, 112, 113 
ekaydna, 11$ ft, 
ekdgra, 268 
Ekdkjara, 28 ft, 
ekdnta , 193 
Ekanti, 421, 422 
ek&ramrnana, 101 
ekdlmapratyayasdra, 425 
ekibh&va, 409 «. 
ekodibhavam, 105 

Emancipation, 101, 107, 127, 201, 203, 
225, 236, 273, 362, 366, 419* 430, 
44 r » 445> 49° J as optimism, 76 
Embryo, 57 

Empirical induction, 3^8 
Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics , 
26/1., 36 80 108 119 

169 170 172 173 190 

211 ft. 

Energy, 255, 251, 253, 254, 321 
Energy-stuff, 242, 244 
English, 40 

Epigraphica Indica, 170 n. 
Epistemological, 2, 3, 406, 408, 410 
Epistemology, 299, 415, 419, 431 
Equilibrium, 245, 246, 248, 255, 258, 259 
Eschatological, 304 
Essential identity, 345 
efantay 195 
Eternal, 290, 292 
Europe, 1, 6, 40, 62 

European, 1, 6, 9, 121, 130*., 169; 

philosophy, 62 
cvambhiUa-tuiya, 178 n. 

Evolution, 225, 245, 246, 247, 259, 311 
Evolutionary course, 256; process, 259 
Existence, 164, 168; Buddhist definition 
of, 160 

Faizabad, 39 
Fallacies, *12, 390 
Fallacy, 361 
Feeling-substances, 243 
Flame, 162 

Forces of Nature adored, 17 
Gacchas, 170 

Gadadbara Bhattacarya, 308 
GaganagaA/a, 125 ft. 


gaganopamam , 423 
gamaka , 388, 389 
gamya,, 388, 389 
gandha , 313 
Gandharvas, 55 
gandha tanmdtra, 252 
Ganges, 136 

Ganganatha Jha, Dr, 3840. 

Ganged, 63, 308, 309, 322$3**-» 
334 *•>. 338 , 34 *#-. 343 *•» 347 *• 
Ganapatiy 28 n. 

Ganivija, 171 n. 

Garbe, 33, 34* 218 
Garbha, 28 n., 31 n. 

Garada, 28 ft. 

Gaudabrahftidnandi, 420 
Gaudapada, 212, 222, 223, 242 243 n., 

418, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 427, 429, 

435, 437 

Gautama, 59, 63, 6 5, 71, 8i, 186 n., 279, 
289 306 

gdvaya, 354, 391, 486 
Gaga Bhatta, 371, 417 n. 
gdM, 396, 397 
Geiger, 112 n. 

Genus, 156, 285, 286, 287, 313, 317, 345, 
378 , 379 . 389 
Germany, 40 

Geschichte der indisc hen Litteratur, 35 n, 
Gesckichte des Buddhistnus, 129 n, 
ghanapratarabhedena, 196 
ghatatva , 412 

Ghoshal, S. C., 193 203 n. 

Ghosa, 115, ir6 
Ghosaka, 120 
Gift, 36 
Gnostics, 14 
39 '* 396 

God, 10, 17, 49 . *°4. *<> 5 . 233, 234, 

288, 325, 320,394, 396399, 403, 404 
Goldsttlcker, 227 n, 279 
GopdlapHroatdpini, 28 n. 

Gopalottartdpin t, 28 n. 
go Ira, 193 

gotra-karma, 191, 194 
gotva, 317 
gotvajdti, 317 
Gough, 2 

Govardhana, 329, 330 n. 

Govinda, 418, 423, 432 
Govindananda, 85 n,, 86 m., 89 ft., 90 n., 
gin., 4'9 
grdhya, 409 
Greek gods, 16 
Greek literature, 40 
Greek philosophy, 42 
Greeks, 4 
Guhadeva, 433 
Gujarat, 120 172 

guya, 84, 196, 217, 221, 222, 223, 224, 
228, 244, 245, 246, 258, 259, 273, 
273280, 281, 285, 286, 287, 304, 
306*., 312, 313, 316, 317, 318, 320, 
3 ™. 334 . 339 . 4'3 
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, 34 ° n. 

_ w iti, 120 

Guijaratna, 2, 3, 7, 78 ft., 79, 114, ” 5 *«» 
161 rt., 163#., 170 ft., 175 ft., 
176 ft., 186 ft., 194 ft., 203 ft., 206 ft., 
213, 217, 218, 220, 222, 223 
Gupas, 323 

gunasanniveJaviiesa , 255 
gunasthdnas , 192 ft. 
gunatva , 287, 290 
gwn&ntarddh&tta, 232 

195 

69, 422 

gurukulavisa , 283 

guru-matey 69,370; story relating to, 69 «. 
guru/va, 281, 285ft., 291, 316 
Gurvavali, 171 

Haimavatas , 112 
Haldane, 40 «. 

Hamsa , 28*., 228 
Haribhadra, 2, 7, 68#., 2' 

Harinatha Vtearada, 213 «. 

Harivarman, 124 #. 

Harvard University, 231 
Hastab&laprakaranavrttiy 129 
Hastik&khyasutra , 125 ft. 

Hathayoga, 229 
Hatig, io, 20, 21, 22, 36 
Hayagriva, 28 n* 

Heaven, 17, 23, 76, 394, 399 * 4<>5 
Hemacandra, 172, 180#., 199, 203ft., 
*37 

Henotlieism, 17, 18, 19 
Heresies, 65, 78, 236 
Heresy, 109 
Heretical opinions, 68 
Heretics, 138, 150, 151, 167 
Heterodox, 83 

79* 84, 93,95,185, 186#., 293,296, 
303 * 343 , 344 , 345 » 346, 347 , 34 ®, 349 , 
350 , 353 , 389 * 393 , 4*7 
hetupratyaya, 139 
Hetuvadins, 112 
hetwibhakti, r86 vt. 
hetupanibandha, 143 
ketvUbh&say 294, 290, 344, 360 
heyopddiydrthavifayd, 103 n. 

Hillebrandt, 36, 211 n. 

Himavat, 282 n. 

Himalaya, 282 ft* 
kimsdy 193, 200 
himsopakariddtuiy 200 
H "in ay an a, 124 123, 126 

Hindi, 40 

Hindu, 1, 7, 8, 14, 29, 57, 84, 151 ft., 
155 »*, 279, 309, 3 * 3 , 394 , 4 **, 

439,430, 440; law, 11,69; Nyiya, 309; 
philosophy, 41, 167; philosophy— 
mythological, 4; philosophy—not in* 
fluenced by Pali Buddhism, 83; schools 
of thought, 412; six systems of thought, 
7; thinkers, 470; tnought, 78, 113, 
145; writers, 129; yoga, 203 


Hindu Chemistry , 251 321, 322 

3*7 »• 

Hindu monism , 33 n., 34 n. 

Hindus, 4, 10, 11, 4r, 67, 236, 237, 301, 
3 <> 9 * 37 i, 43 ° 

Hira^yagarbha, 23,32,52; hymn in praise 
of, 19 

Historical Survey of Indian Logie t 276 ft. 
History of Hindu Chemistry , 254 ft. 
History of Indian Literature, 13 ft., 
230*. 

History of Indian Philosophy, attempt 
possible, 4; chronological data, 6; de¬ 
velopment, 5; different from history of 
European philosophy, 6 ; method of 
study, 64 

History of Sanskrit Literature , 13 n* 
hita , 12 

hitatdy 136 

Hoeml6, 80 n., 173 n* 
hotr, 36 

hrasvay 314, 315 
hrasvaparimanay 314 ft., 315 
hymns, 283 
Hyper-trsija, 90 ft. 

Hypothetical, 157, 158 

icchdy 316, 325 
idam, 449 
Idealism, 128 

Identity, 160, 162; of essence, 322, 347, 
35 * 

Ignorance, 59, 74, lit, * 3 *, i 33 » T 34 > 
137, 139, l 43» *59* ™7, *08, 270, 

300, 365, 45$, 457 » 47 * 
ihdmutraphalabhogcevirdgay 437 
Illusion, 140, 14b, 237, 260 ft., 261ft., 
*69* 3 ° 3 > 33 l > 33 *»m 337 » 3 ^ 4 , 3 ^ 5 . 
386, 411, 420, 440, 44 1, 440 , 45 °, 

451, 452, 453 * 457 * 459 * 4 ^ 9 , 485* 

486, 488. 489, 493 
Illusory, 127, 129, 139, I 4 *» * 47 , 

168, 240, 257 n.y 373, 375 * 385* 380* 
412, 425, 435, 439 * 440, 443 , 445 * 

448, 449, 451, 45 *, 453 * 455 * 45 ®, 

467, 4^8, 470, 47** 488, 489, 49 1 
Illusory perception, 152 
Images, 262 
Imagination, 225, 269 
Imagining, 299 
Immaterial cause, 376, 380 
Immortal, 58 
Impermanence, 126 
Implication, 185, 391 
Implicatory communications, 94 
Indefinable, 429, 467, 468, 487, 493 
Indeterminate, 185, 213, 225, 245, 261, 
*62, 33 r » 334* 339 * 378, 379 * 4 «*» 
4 * 3 * 4*6 , . , 

India, 1, 5, 6, 7, 10, 15, 46, 47, 50, 62, 
63, 64, 66, 67, 77* 78, 81, 264, 17*, 

Antiquaryy 170 ft., 277 ft., 419 ft. 
Indian ideas, similarity witn European 
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ideas, 9; languages, 121; logic, 17s, 
309, 350, 388 n.) Medieval School, 
309 mind, 31 

Indian philosophy, 6a, 67, 113, 197, * 3 3 * 
355, 360, 3&>. 385, 407 , 465; associa¬ 
tion and conflict of systems in, 0; 
difficulties, 3; historical records, 5; 
history of, 3, 5; later stages, 5, 0 ; 
method of treatment different, 60 ; not 
popularised, 1; not translatable, 1; 
optimism of, 76; order of systems of, 
9; texts published, 1 
Indians, 1, 3, 74 > *&>#•» 

Indian, scholars, 41; system, 64, 144; 
thinkers, 3; thought, 22; wisdom, 

4 ° 

Indian systems, 75, 180, 185, 394, 418; 
karma theory, general account of, 71; 
pessimistic attitude of, 75* points of 
agreement between, 71, 77 
Individual, 117, 118, ri9> 122 
Indo-European, 10 
Indra, 18, 21, 373 

indriya , 1*3, 184*2., 193, 228 n., 47 3 
indriydrtha , 214, 288 
Inertia, 246 

Inference, 155, 156, 159, 160, 185, 269, 
280, 285, 287, 289, 293, 297, *98, 3 ° 3 » 
308. 33 », 33 3 » 333 » 343 ? 344 ? 345 , 34$, 
347 . 348 , 350 , 35 i, 35 3 > 353 , 354 , 355 , 
35 ^, 3 ^ 0 , 3 ^ 3 , 3 6 4 , 37 6 , 384 , 387 , 3 8 8 , 
389, 39 °» 393 , 404 , 4 13 « 4 J 4 * 447 » 454 . 
456, 470, 48a, 483; (Buddhist), con¬ 
ditions of concomitance, 156 
Infiniteness, 58 
Infinite regress, 160 n. 

Infinitude, 61 

Inherence, 165, 285, 312, 319, 336, 349, 
381, 38a, 403, 450, 483 
Injunction, 396, 397, 403, 404, 405, 430, 

436, 437, 490 
Inorganic, 51 
Instrumental cause, 274 
Intelligence, 61 

Intelligence-stuff, 241, 244, 248 
Invariability, 320 

Invariable, 321, 32a, 352, 465, 466 

Isomaric, 328 

if ana, 199 n. 

itaretaraiUnyatd , 149 

iti, 230 

Itivu/taka, 83 

Itsing, 120#. 

iryil, 195, 199**. 

!jd, 28**., 31, 39> 5 °, *«.«»•» 43 3 
Hana, 50 

Uvara, 68, 145, 203, 220, 223, 234 n:, 
248 n., 255, 258, 259, 267, 271, 282 **., 
284, 300, 3<H, 507, 311, 322, 323, 324, 
3 * 5 * 3 3( 5 , 3 3 7 > 355 , 3 ^ 3 , 3 ° 5 , 43 ®, 4 & 9 > 
- 493 

Kvaraki-sipa, 212, 218, 219, 222 
ih>ara-pranidhdna , 270 
I&vardnumdna, 308**., 326*#., 365**. 


jab Ala, 28#., 31 n *, 35**. 

JdbdladarSana, 28 n, 

Jabdliy 28 n. 

Jacobi, Prof., 169**., 170172, 173*2., 
190**., 277, 278, 279, 307, 421 
jadatva, 445 

Jagadl^a Bhattacarya, 306, 308 
jagatprapama , 443 
Jaigisavya, 229**. 

Jaimini, 69, 281, 282, 369, 370, 427, 
429 

Jaimini sutra , 430 
Jain, 79, 258, 309 

Jaina, 65, 68, 74, 280**., 394, 401. 434 J 
literature, 169; logic, 309; logicians, 
186Maharastri, 171; philosophy, 
210; prakrit, 171; religion, 169; 
scriptures, 186 

/ 'ainatarkavdrtika , 171, 183 *•» 184**., 

186*., 188**., 197 «• 

Jainism, 3, 9, 175, 192, 208, 209, 212; 
atheism in, 203 ff.; classification of 
karma , 191; cosmography, 199; di¬ 
vision of living beings, 189; doctrine 
of emancipation, 207; doctrine of 
karma, 190 ft.; doctrine of matter, 
195 ft'.; doctrine of nay as, 176; doc¬ 
trine of ten propositions, 186 n.\ doc¬ 
trine of senses, 184*2.; doctrine of 
syadvdda , 179; doctrine of universals, 
196, 197; ethics of, 199 ff.; its ontology, 
173 flf. ; literature of, 171; monks in, 
172; nature of knowledge, i8iff.; 
nature of substance, r 74» non-per¬ 
ceptual knowledge, 185; origin of, 
169; relative pluralism, 175ft'.; re ^ a " 
tivity of judgments, 179 ft.; sects of, 
170; soul-theory, 188ft.; standpoints 
of judgment, 177; theory of being, 
187; theory of illusion, 183, 183/*.; 
theory of perception, 183 ff.; validity 
of knowledge, 188; yoga, 199 
Jains, 7, 73, 170, 171, 173, * 74 , * 75 * 
176, 177, t8o, 184, 185, 186, 197, 
198, 209, 212, 240, 309, 325, 330, 350, 
363, 364; some characteristics of, 172 
jaJpa , 294, 296, 302, 360 
Jambudvipaprajflapti, 171*1. 

Janaka, 34 
janma, 294 
Japan, 278 
Japanese, 303 
jar a, 86 n. 

jardmaratta, 86, 80, 92 

Jayanta, 67, 79, ioo«., 307, 321, 326*2., 

33°**-, 337 , 355 «*, 

Jayaditya, 231 

Janaklnatha Bhattacarya, 308 
jdta, 423 
Jdiaka , 83 

jati, 84, 89, 92, 294, 296, 298, 301, 302, 
304*1*, 3*7, 3 * 8 , 3 * 9 * 339 , 3&>» 3 ^ 3 » 
378 , 379 * 380, 38 *, 38 3 * 403, 4 « 4 , 445 , 
483, 49 3 
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jdtirindriyagocard , 38-2 
j iiyf disvcriipftvag&ki, 338 
[halkikar, Bhimacarya, 2#. 

Jha Ganganatha, Dr, 370, 37a, 378 

397 «•» 405 . 

jhdna , 103, 103, 104, 105, 100; pre¬ 
paratory measures for, 102 
jhana-samadhi, 102 
jijndsd, 302 
jina y 144, 199 

jiva, 75, 188, 189, 198, 238, 425, 457, 
461 , 469, 482 
rivanmukta , 492 
jivanmuhti , 368 
Jivanmuktiviveka , 419 
Jivdbhigamct) 17 m. 
jivastikaya, 189 

y>75«<2, 189 190, 199, 367, 413, 4I4> 

4*6, 417, 437 * 445 * 455 f 

jfidna karma-samuccaydbkdvak, 437 
jndnakanda, 436 
jndna-kdrana, 448 
jndnalakfana, 341, 342 
jfuina-marga, 29, 436 
Jndnaprasthana idstra, 1 20 
jndnalakti, 402, 460 
fiidttasamavdyanibandhanam , 363 
jndndbh&va, 456 
jndndvaraniya , 190, 193, 196 
jndndvaraniya karrna t 194 
jfidnin, 68 n. 

Jfianottama MiSra, 419 
Jfiata clan, 173 
/ ndtadharmakath&Sy 171 
J rial aid, 416 , 448 
jneydvarana, 132 

Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society , 278, 
276*., 279 . 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society , 
281303 308 310 n. 

jyotifdm jyotih , 54 


Kaegi, 15, 16, j718*., 19**., 20»., 

24 n . 

kaivalya , 28#., 266 #. 

Kaiyyata, 231 , 

kalala , 328 

kalala-budbuddvasthd, 91». 

Kaldpa Vydkarana, 282 ». 

Kalisantarana, 28 «. 
kalpandy 129, 153, 408, 409 #. 
kalpandpodha. 408, 409 «. 
kalpahdpodhamabhrdntam , 153 
kalpasy 138 
kalpasitira , 171 
Kalpataru , 418 
Kalpataruparimala , 418 
Kalpdvatqmsikd , 171 «. 
kalpita samvrti , 428 
kamma , 101, 106 
kammabhava , 87, 90**. 

Kaniska, 1291*. 

Kant, 42 


Kantian, 409 «. 

Kanada, 65, 68#., 71, 282, 284, 286, 
287, 288, 289291#., 305, 316#., 
349* 35°* 35i, 382 
Kanada-Rahasya, 306 
kapardin , 433 

Kapila, 68, 216, 218, 220, 221, 222, 233 
Kapila vastu, 81 
karanadosajndna , 375 

54, 55, 56, 57, 72, 74, 75* 8°. 
86 87, 90, 90#., 91, 107, ro8, iii, 

123, 131, 133, 148, 192* 193* *94* *95* 
202, 203, 206, 207, 210, 214, 215, 
228#., 233, 248, 266, 267, 268, 285, 
286, 287, 291, 294, 300, 301, 304, 
306#., 312, 313, 316#., 3 j 7 j 3*8, 
3*9) 3^°> 3*4» 3 3 7, 33°* 363* 366, 440; 
different kinds of, 73; Jama view of, 
73; matter, 73, 99#-» *9°> 1 9 lt 1 9 ' 1 > 
193, 239; Yoga-view and Jaina-view 
compared, 74; marga, 29; vargartd, 
192 

karmakdnda , 430, 436 

karmaphala, 210 

karmas , 201, 259, 325, 491 

karmasiimarthyam , 316#. 
karmatva , 287 
karmavijndna , 133, 135 
karmdsrava , 193 
karmdlaya , 267 
Karmins, 436 

karuttd, 103, 104, *36) 203* *36, *7° 

Karundptt ndartka , 125#. 

Kashmere, 39, 120#., 256 
kasinam, 104 
Kassapa, 106 

kasdya , 191, 193* «°*> 3*3 
Kathdvatthu , 83, 108 112, 113, **9» 

120#., 157, 158#-, 4 6 5 
Kathenotheism, 18 

iYaMa, 28#., 39* 45»*> 59* 60#., 106, 
211226 227, 432 #.; school, 31 

Katharudra, 28 «. 

313 

kaumudi , 245#. 
kausidya, 144 

Kaufitaki , 28#., 30, 39#., 5°* 57 w *» 
263 school, 30 
Kautilya, 227, 277, 278, 279 

175, 105, 198, 310, 31 r, 3*6, 3** 
Kdldgniruara , 28 «. 
kdl&pabandha, 256 
kdldtita , 360 

k&ldtyay&padista, 344 

Kalidasa, 277#. 

57, 88, 144 
k&macckanda , 105 
kamaloka , 134 
kdmdsava , 99, 100 
kdmya-karma , 489 
KaficI, 418 
Kapila Sarpkhya, 68 
Kapya Patamchala, 230 
kdrakavy&pdra , 257 
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a, 458 319. 3* 2 » 4*7 

h&rana-dkata, 153 
k&rana-buddhi , a 50 
kdrana-s&magriy 322 
k&ranasvaLaksandnyaUhdbh&vah, 468 
k&ranavituddhaMryyopcdabdhiy 358 
k&ranaviruddhopalabdhi , 358 
ktlrandnupaJabdhtf 358 

67, 1*4. *73**» 34* "** 4*3 
kdrmaJarira, 73 
kSmianaJarira, 192 
taO'tf'i *57* 258 286 319, 427 

kdryakdrana-bfidva , 320 
k&ryak&ranabhavadvdy 352 n. 
kdryatva-prayojaka, 322 
karyaviruddhopalabdhij 358 

k&ty&k&ta, 253 
kary&nupalabdhi, 358 

Z'fc&feJ, 263 371 

Kafyapa, 349 
Ka^yapiyas, n» 

Katyayana, 230,279 
Katyayaniputtra, 120 
JC&tkaka , 31 
K&vya, 172 
kdyagat&satii 103 
k&yagupti, 199 «• 
kdyendriya , 123 
kdyika , 108 
k&yikakarma, 124 
k&yikavijAapti karmu, 124 
Keith, Prof., 36 w., 351 
Kemp, 40 n. 

Kena, 28 3°> 37 > 39* 43* *• 

Ke£ava Mtera, 307 
kevala, 173, 260 
kcvalajnana , ipi «•» 207 
fovalavyatircki , 353 
kcvalanvayi, 353, 354 
kevalin , 207 

khandha , 89, 93, 95» l <>4» ro ^» *6* 
Khandha Yamaha , 94, 95 «. 
khantisamvara , 101 
Khanabhahga siddhi , 68 « 
Khandanakhan 4 akhcuiya y 318 n. t 419, 462 
khanikattd, 104 
Kharatara Gacchas, 170 
427 

Min&sava, 105 
Khuddaka nikdya , 83 
Khuddaka pdtha , 83 
khyati viffidna, 145 
kilesasj 100 
Kinetic, 246 
Kiran&valls 306 
Kirandvalibhdskara , 306 
A7&3 Pdtanjaly 233 

142, 267, 301, 365 
kUiavarana, 132 
klijta, 269 

Knowledge as movement, 416 
Knowledge-moments, 411> 412; -stuff, 
240 

Jkramabhdva, 186 


4ratfw, 88 
hriyd 1 340 
kriydkalpandy 340 
kriy&Sakti, 460 
krtddrtham , 424 
krodha, 201 

krpta, 28 73, 74, 266 

Krpta yajurveda, 227 
Krsijayajvan, 371 
Xrttika, 387 
fyana, 257 409 «. 

Kfanabhangasiddki, 16$ fl. 

ksanasamtdna, 409 ». 

kyanasya pr&payitumadakyatvdt , 410 

ksanika> 161 

ksanikatvaTjydpta, 159 

ksanikah , 114 

Ksattriya, 34, 35, 173, 208 

kfdnti, 202 

kfdntip&ramii&i 127 

kydyika> 192 

kfdyopafamika t 192 

k$ctra % 214, 217 

ksetrajHa , 214 

kyipta % 268 

51, 252, 255, 310, 313, 3*4* 3*8 
Kfurika, 28 ». 

Kukkulikas, 112, 113 
Kumarajiva, 122 128, 166 

Kumdrasambhava , 277 
Rumania, 67, 69, 129, 145, i5*«-» *67, 
209284, 355. 359* 369, 370* 37*> 
372, 378, 379, 380, 382, 384, 386, 387, 
388, 389, 391, 392, 395, 396, 397, 399* 
400, 401, 402, 403, 405, 416, 417, 432, 

459* 484 
Kundika , 28 ». 

Kusumanjaliy 307, 32611., 36511. 
kuialamuUiy 136 

lakfanaparin&ma , 256 
lak$anaJunyat &, 149 
Lakfan&vali , 312 w. 

Laftkdvat&ray 84125126*., 128, 
I30»., 138, 145 146 *•» *47* 148 »•* 

149* 150. x5* * *80, 423, 426 429, 

470 

/aya, 426 
layayoga , 229 
Le Gentil, 39 
Leipsig, 203 ». 

/ftb'a, 7?* *9* 

Liberation, 273, 317 ». 

Life-functions, 202 

dngay 152, 156, 157, 249, 293331, 

343* 344* 345* 34 8 * 35*. 35^, 359* 
412 

linga-pardmartoy 351 
345 

/f/J, 324 
Lildvatiy 306 
/oMrt, 100, 201 
Logic, 172, 277 
197, 198, 199 


misr#y 


Index 


50 





lokdk&ia, 189, 197, 199 

Lokayata, 78«., 227, *77 
Lokottaravadins, 112 
Lumbini Grove, 81 

Macdonell, 12, 13**., 18, 1922, 33, 
35**., 26*. 
mada , 144 
madadaktiy 79 
Madhusudana, 49a 
Madhusudana Sarasvatl* 67, 430 
Madhva, 70, 168 
madkya , 199 

madhyamakcty its meaning, 144 
Madhyamaka philosophy, 138 
madhyama-parirndtta, 189 
Magadha, 120 w. 

Magic, 137, 143, 424, 4*6, 4*8* 435* 
469 

Magical, 80, 229; force, 37 5 verses, 
36 

rnahaty 45, 313, 335, 336, 348, 349, 354, 
355, 376, 390, 3143*5* 43 1 
mahaiparimdna t 315 
mahat-tattvay 349 
Afaha, 38 n. 

Mahabharata, 79, 3l6, 317, 218, 319, 
334, 379 

Mah&bhapra> 319, 330, *31, 333, 333, 
*35* 4^5 

mahdbhuta , 94, 95, 133 
Mahdbodhwamsa , II3 
mahdbrata, 300 
mahakarundy 138 

Mahalamk&rcdastrdy 13913. 

Mahamaya, 81 
mah&mohay 220 n. 
tnah&rty 393 

Mahdn&rayana , 31, 39 »■ 

MaAdniddna suttanla> 93 rt. 

Mahdniiithay 171 nt. 
Mahdpannibbdnasuttania , 81«. 
Mah&praty&khydna, 171**. 

Mahasangha, 112 
Mahasanghikas, 113, 113, 135 
Mahdsatipatth&na Sutta, 107 
Mah&vakya, vSn. 
mahivakya, 439 
Mahdvibhd$dy 120 

Mahavlra, 79, 169, 170, 271} his life, 
173 

MaMvyutpattiy 130 n. 

MahAyina, 135, 166, 414; dts differ¬ 
ence from Hinayana, 136; literature, 
135 H.y meaning of, 135 
MahdydnammparigrahaJdstra, 138 
Afahdydnasutrdlamkdray 135,138,146 w *» 

147 *•» I 5 i n% 

Mahayana sutras, 135, 138, 379, 431; 

their doctrine, 137 
Mahay anisra, 135 


Mahay anists, 136 
Mahl 4 asakas, U 3 , 119 
Mahommedan, 39 
Maitrdyanh 38 3 G 3 9 *-> alI » 

336 

Maxtrcyi, 28*. 

Maitreyl, 35 61 

93»-, 136. *03, 236*., 236, 270 
Majjhima Nikaya , 83, 93*., 99 roo > 
in «. 

Major, 351 
Makaninday 307 
Makkhali Gosala, 79 
Malabar, 432 
Malebranche, 40 n. 

MallinStha, 277 308, 362 n. 

Mallisena, 171 
man , 68 

Man, as universe, 23 
manahparydya, 191 n. t 207 
manakhtddhiy 201 
manana, 490 

manas, 35, 26, 43, 133 * I 4 <>» l8 9 » 2I 3 » 
214, 215, 225, 261, 262, 289, 291, 293, 
295, 398, 300, 303, 311, 316, 365, 377, 
378, 40** 4 I 3 » 4 ^°> 47 * *• 

manask&ra, 134 
manoy 89, 96, 124 
manoguptiy 199 n. 
manomaya, 60 
manornaya Atman, 46 
manovijna.na , 124, 134, 4°8 
mantray 211 
mcmtradrast&y 10 

mantras , 36, 69, 71, 283, 404. 4»5 
mantrayoga , 229 
manvate , 124 

Afaiufalabrdhmatiay 38 #*., 228 

Mandana Mi 4 ra, 371, 418, 433 
Maniprabh&y 318*., 419* 4^5 
mar ana , 86 ». 
maranabkava , 91 
maraindnussatiy 102 
inanity 252, 255, 310 
Mass-staff, 342, 244 

wa/fl, 68*. 

Material cause, 274, 286, 322, 333, 37© 

377 * 445 * 453 0 

Mathura Bhattacarya, 308 
man, 207 
matijrtdnay 191 »• 

Matter, 196 

Maudgalyana, 120 

Maulikya Saipkhya, 217, 318 

Max Miiller, 10, 13*., 18, 38, 39*. 

40*., 45 «• 

Mayukhamdhkdy 371 
Madhava, 68*., 79 * 3 ° 5 *-» M 1 ' 

4*8, 4 * 9 * 457 * 4©9 
Madhava Deva, 308 
M&dhavacarya, 1 i 4 w - 
m&dhyamikay 127, 138, 429 
Mddhyamika k&rikdy 125 138, 4 *©*« 

Madhyamikas, 113 
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Ihyamika vrtti , 85 n., 86 n.y 88 
90«., 91*2., 141 w., 141«., i43«'» 
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MdUkyamikaldstra, 11% n, 
rnddhyastha, -203 
tndna, too, 144, 201 
rndnam, 356 

mdnasa-prcityak^a, 343, 400 
m&nasika, 108 

Mdndukya, 18317*., 39, 418, 424, 
43* »* 

Mdnfukya kdrtkd, 418, 422 
Manikya Nandi, 309 
Mdradamanasutra, 125 n. 
mardctvciy 202 
mdtsaryya, 144 
Mdtharcibh&fya, 213 

mdyd, 50, 127, 141, 142. *44* *4^» *49» 
151, 2or, 241, 258, 273 n.y 424, 426, 
43*. 435> 437» 438. 44*> 443> 4**. 4<S5> 
467, 468, 469. 470i 49*1 493 
mdydhastU 428 
ntdydkdra , 94 

Mechanical , Physical and Chemical 

Theories of the Ancient Hindus , 213 
Meditation, 103, 104, 105, £15,161, 173, 
201, 202, 227, 234, 235, 317 »• 
megha, 220 n. 

Memory, 185, 269,316«., 340; causes of, 
216#. 

Mental perception, 400 
Mercury, 287 n. 

Merit, 264, 281, 312, 317. 3*4. 3*5, 34* 
Metaphysical, 406 

Metaphysics, 161, 166, 403, 414, 415 

Metempsychosis, 25, 234 

mcttdy 103 

mettdbkdvan&y 104 

Middle, 351, 362 

Middle India, non, 

Milinda, 83 

Milindapanhay 83, 88, 89, 107, 163 n. 
Mindfulness, 101, 103 
Mind stuff, 240 n. 

Minor, 351, 362 
Mirok, 278, 303 
Misery, 295 n. 

Mithila, 308 
mithyddfffiy 145 
mithydjfi&nay 294, 365 
m ithy as a/yd bh in iveia , 148 
mithydtvay 193 
mithydtvaniruktiy 444 n. 

Mtmdmsdy 7, 9, 68, 129,188, 189, 209 
276,’ 280, 281, 284, 303, 320, 323, 
343 344 #•. 34<5, 357, tfb 3 6 7. 

3^9* 370, 37*, 37*, 375* 376, 38*, 
383, 385, 386, 39°* 39 1 * 394. 396, 400, 
403, 404, 406, 412, 417, 4*9. 430. 433, 
435, 440, 448, 47*, 484, 485. 486, 490. 
492; agreement with Nyaya VaiSesika, 
403; akhydti theory of illusion, 386; 
anvitAbhidhdnccvdda and abhihitdnva - 
ycn'dda, 395; comparison with other 


systems, 367 ff.; conceptions 
and avayavin , 379 ff-; conception of 
laktiy 402consciousness of self, 
how attained, Kumarila and Prab¬ 
hakara, 400 ff.; denial of spkota , 
397 n,\ doctrine of samavdyay 381; 
epistemology of Kumarila, 416 flf.; 
epistemology of Prabhakara, 415 ff-; 
general account of, 69; indeterminate 
and determinate perception, 378 flf,; 
inference, 387 ff.; influence of Buddhist 
logic on M!mams 5 . logic, 388, 390; 
Kumarila and Prabhakara, 372 ; 
Kumarila’s view of self-luminosity, 
459? legal value of, 69; literature, 
369ff.; non-perception, 397 ff.; Nyaya 
objections against the self-validity of 
knowledge, 373 ff.; perception, sense- 
organs and sense-contact, 375 ff.; Prab- 
hakara’s doctrine of perception con¬ 
trasted with that of NySya, 34372.; 
Prabhakara’s view of self-luminosity, 
459; Sabda pramana, 39461.; self, 
399ff.; self as jndtiaJakti, 402; self- 
revealing character of knowledge, 
382 ff.; self-validity of knowledge, 
373ff.; upamdna and arthdpatti, 391 ff.; 
vidhis, 404 ff.; view of negation, 355 ff. 
Afimdmsdbalapra&dJa, 371 
1Mimdmsdnukratnani, 371 
Mimd rrtsd - nyaya -prakd fa, 371 
Mimdmsdpartbhdsdy 371 
Mimdmsd siitras, 380, 281, 282, 385, 370, 

37*, 394 
Mlmamsist, 359 
mlccctih, 294 n.y 304 
mcdamdna, 22072. 

Moggallana, 108, 2637*. 
nioha, 100, 123, 143, 230 7*., 276, 300 
mohaniya , 191, 193 
mohaniya karma, 194 
mokja, 115, 170, 173, 190, 193, 195, 198, 
199, 207, 215, 116, 217, 283, 305, 3177*. 
mokjavdda, 401 n. 
mok§e n ivrttirnihicsd, 216 
Molar, 321 

Molecular motion, 331 
Molecules, 327 

Momentarincss, 158, 161, 164, 168, 209, 
212 

Momentary, 104, 114, 141, 152, 159, 160, 
£65, 174, 187, 274, 299, 31672., 335, 
33*» 339. 408, 47* 

Monk, 173, 173 
Monotheism, 17 
Monotheistic, 33 
Mudgala , 287*. 
muditd, 103, 320 7*., 236, 270 
Muir, 20 7*., 33 n.y 32 n„ 33 n. 
mukta, 73 
mukta jiva , 189 
Muhtdvali, 307, 322 n. 
rnukti, 58, 302, 248, 261, 269, 273, 305 n.y 
334, 366, 424, 440, 491; general ac- 
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of 74; general agreement 
Indian systems in, 74 
Mukiika , 28 263 

mumuksuCva, 437 
Muntfaka 18 39, 49, 56, 432 

Mula Sarvastivada, 120 
Mulasiitras , 171 
Mystic, 229 


of 


67 

Naciketas, 59, 60 
na-ekanta, 175 
naigamctna , i86«. 
naigamanaya , 177 
naimittika-Jkarma , 489 
nairdimya , 147, 149 
Naiskarrnyasiddhi , 419 
Naiyayika, 197, 203, 305, 332 w., 333, 
347 . 355 * 3 ^ 2 . 3 < 55 * 381. 462, 491 
Nandi vardhana, 173 
«<* nirodho na cotpattik , 425 
Narasimhacarya, 4x9 n. 

Narbuda, 432 

Natural Philosophy of the Ancient Hindus , 
*13 

Nature, 43 
Navadvipa, 306, 308 
Navya-Nyaya, 308, 353 
176, 179, 187 

Nay a n aprasddin t, 419 
naydbhdsa, 178, 181 
Nddabindti , 28#., 228 
Nagasena, 107 

Nagaijuna, 109, 125#*., 126, 128, 119 
138, 144, 155 r66, 215 233, 235, 

279, 421, 423, 425#*., 427, 429, 465, 
470, 493; essencelessness of all things, 
141; ethics of, 144; his doctrine that 
nothing exists, 140; Nirvana in, 142; 
pratityasamutpdda in, 139, 143 
Nageia, 212, 231, 235 
ndma , 86*., 91, 193, 340 
ndmakalpandy 340 n. 
n&ma-karma , 191, 194 
n&marUpa, 85, 86*., 88, 89, 90, 122, 
174 , 439 

ndmariipa-padatthdnam, 89 
ndmayati , 91 
N&ndiy 171 

N&radaparivr&jakat 28 if. 

Ndr ay ana, 28 w. 

Narayagatlrtha, 212, 242 *. 

*&r/i «a prakdlate , 458 
ndstika , 07, 68, 208 

Nataputta Varddhamana Mahavira, 169 
Negation, 147, 203, 304, 316, 31S, 335, 
336 , 355 » 350 , 357 * 358 * 359 * 39 &* 
399 * 444. 453 » 454* 455. 45 &* 464. 
485. 488 
Negative, 461 

Nemicandra, 171, 193, 194*. 

Nepal, 8i 

nescience, 449, 450, 452, 461 
neti neti, 44, 45, 61, 65, 110 


<sf. 

New York, 3 n. 
nt\ 38 

Nibandhakara, 370 
nidarlana, 350, 351 
tiidarlandbh&sa , 351 
Niddesa, 83 
nididhydsana, 490 
nidrci, 193, 269 
nigamanay 185, 296, 350, 353 
Nigantha, 169 
niggamay 157 
nigodasy 190 

nigrahasthdna , 294, 296, 301, 302, 360, 

362 

Nihilism, 138, 143 
Nihilistic, 80; doctrine, 140 
nihsvabhdvay 142, 146 
nihsvabhdvatvam , 141 
niksvarupatdy 464 
nihlreyasa , 282, 285, 294, 305 
Nikaya, 83 
nimittay 274, 323 
nimitta-karana, 254, 438 
nimittatthiti, 93 
nimittdpabandkay 256 
* irabh ilapyaiiinyata , 149 
niratiiaydh cetan&h , 228*. 
niravayava , 380*. 

Niraydvaliy 17 ij*. 

Nirdlamba , 28*. 

nirdisati, 124 

Nirtivara SSupkhya, 259 

nirjardy 192, 195 

nirmmitapratimohiy 145 

nirnayay 294, 296, 360 

Nirnaya-Sagara, 28 «. 

nirodha, 149, 268, 272 

nirodha samddhiy 271 

Nirvana, 28*., 75, 81, foo, 119*., 1*6, 

127, 128, 133, 135* 136, 139. * 4 *» H 3 * 

145 * 149 * * 5 *. i 6 9 * l 9 °> 215**, 4*3 
Nirvdnaparik$dy 425 «• 
nirvicdrOy 271 

nirvikalpa , 334, 337, 378, 408, 412, 416, 

48?. 484 

nirvikalpa-dvttva-guna, 314 

nirvikalpahprapaficopaiamah , 426 

nirvikalpajndna , 153*., 182 

nirvikalpaka, 339 

nirvikalpa pratyakfa , 261 

nirvikalpikd, 337 

nirvitarka , 271 

nissatta nijjiva , 84 

nissdya , 94 

nit cay a, 409*. 

Nilitka, 17172. 
nisedha, 29 
ni§iddka-karma % 480 
Niskantaka , 308, 302 «. 
nitya, 290, 316 
nitya-karma, 489 
nitydni/ya, 148 
nitydnityavastuviveka, 436 
nivrtti, 488 
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103, 104, 106, 108, 109 
. * 55 . * 35 . * 7 °» 3*7 «♦. 345 

niyama-vidki, 404 
niyat&purvavarttitd , 3*0 
«*. 377 

nilabodha, 410 n. 

nUatvajdti, 317 

nxrittakhya, 124 

Noble path, 124 

nodanawiie$a, 291 

Non-existence, 356, 357 

Non-perception, 261, 356, 35 ®» 359 * 397 > 

485 

North-western Province, 172 
Nrsimhapurvat&pini, 28 n., 32 n. 
Nrsirphairama Muni, 419, 420 
Number, 291, 292, 305, 306 315 

Nyaya, 7, 9, 63, 68, 7*, 87 n. t 157, 159, 
i6i, 168,177, 219,209#*., 274,276, 277, 
278, 279, 280, 294, 296, 297, 299, 303, 
304 . 3 ° 5 » 3 ° 7 » 3°8, 3 ° 9 » 3 *°> 3 ***-» 
3*0, 3 * 1 . 3 * 5 . 3*6. 3 * 7 » 3*8, 33 *. 33 *. 
333 . 335 . 337 . 33 ®. 339 . 34 °. 343 . 
344 w*. 34 <>, 347 . 348 . 349 . 35 °. 353 . 
354 . 35 6 > 3 6 °» 3 6 *. 3 °*. 3 6 3 > 3 ° 4 > 3 ° 7 > 
368, 369, 372, 373 . 370 . 377 . 37? **., 
380, 381, 382, 385, 391, 394, 396 ft., 
397 . 4 ° 3 » 406 , 4 **> 4 * 3 . 4 * 4 . 4*5» 4*°, 
417. 43 *. 434 . 44 °. 44 &, 455 . 459 * 4 °*. 
465, 466, 484, 488, 492; nature of the 
self, 459notion of time, 466 
Nydyabindu, 151, 152»., 154 * 55 w *> 

168, 181, 309, 358 n., 410 n. 

Nydyabindufikd , 152 154 i 55 »*> 

156 ft., 359 4*° »• 

Ny&yabindutikdtippani, 151 15* **•» 

154 *. 

Nyayabodhint, 330 «. 

Nydyakandall , 306,310 311#•> 3121*., 

314 «.♦ 316 317 3*4 *•> 3 * 6 *-. 

3*8 337 *- 3 d 8 «•> 35 *»*» 355 *•» 

359 »* 

Ny&yakanikd, 371 
Ny&yakoia , 2 w. 

Ny&yalildvati , 317 ». 

Nydyamakaranda, 420, 486 
Ny&yamafijari , 67, 79,100 x6i, 162 

1632I2»., 276, 307, 311*., 320, 
321, 322 326, 327 *., 330 *•» 33* 

33 6 . 337 «•» 34 °*, 345 *-. 347 . 353 . 
355 »•. 358 «*. 359 »•> 36** 3 °* *. 3 ° 3 » 
365 366 373 *•» 380«•» 4*4 »*. 

4*7 409 *•» 467 

Nydyamafijartsdra, 308 
Nydyamdl&vistara, 371,405 «. 
Nydyanibandhaprak&ia , 63, 307 
Nydyctnirnaya, 307, 418 
Ny&yapradipa , 308 
Ny&yapravda, 309 
NyaycuratnamUd , 371, 417 «* 
NyStyaraSndkara , 370, 378#*., 388, 389 
39 ° *• 

Nydyas&ra, 308, 309 
Nydyasiddha ntadipa , 308 


Nydyasiddhantamanjari, 308 k_> 

Nydya suci, 278 
Nydyasudha , 371 

Nydya sHtra , 228 229 277, 297 

300302, 306, 307, 342 362, 

43 ° 

Nydya sutrabh&fya , 186 «. 

Nydyasutras, 71 , 120, 276,278, 279, 294, 
301, 303, 305, 327 360 

Nydyasutrav ivarana, 307 
Nyayasutroddhara , 278 
Nydyatdtparyaman 4 ana, 63, 307, 

Nyay at dtpary atTkdparUuddh i, 63 

Nyaya-VaiSesika, 167, 17.8, 256281, 
284, 294*., 305, 310, 311, 312, 313, 
3*8, 310, 3 *°. 3 * 3 . 3*6* 330, 335 . 34 *. 
355 . 366, 367. 37*> 4°3, 49 * » antiquity 
of the VaiJesika sutras, 280 ff.; argu¬ 
ment from order and arrangement, in 
favour of the existence of God, 363 ff.; 
arguments against the Buddhist doctrine 
of causation as tdddtmya and tadutpatti, 
345ff.; atomic combination, 326; Bud¬ 
dhist criticism of nirvikalpa and Vdcas- 
pati’s answer, 339 ff.; Caraka and the 
Nydyasuiras , 302; causes of recol¬ 
lection, 300; causation as invariable 
antecedence, 321; causation as mole¬ 
cular motion, 321; causation as opera¬ 
tive conditions, 322; classification of 
infereace, 353 ff.; classification of nega¬ 
tion, 359; conception of wholes, 380 ft. ; 
criticism of momentariness, 274; criti¬ 
cism of the Samkhya and the Buddhist 
view of pramdria, 331 ff.; criticism of 
Sarpkhya satkdryaxidda, etc., 275 ff.; 
criticism of the theory of causation by 
Vedanta, 466; debating devices and 
fallacies, 360 ff; discussion on the 
meaning of upamdna, 355 discussion 
on the sutras, 276 ff.; doctrine of dis¬ 
solution, 323; doctrine of inference, 
343 ff; doctrine of illusion, 337; doc¬ 
trine of paratahprdmdnya , 372 ff; doc¬ 
trine of perception, 333; doctrine of 
soul, 362 ff.; doctrine of substance 
(dravya), 310 ff.; doctrine of upamdna 
and iabdoy 354 ff; doctrine of vydpti, 
345 ff.; epistemology, 412 ff.; erroneous 
perception, 336; fallacies of hetu, 344; 
five premisses of Pra£astapad&, 350; 
formation of radicles, 329; four kinds 
of pramanas, 332ff.; Ganges’s defi¬ 
nition of jjerception, 334 342 n .; 

general epistemological situation as 
compared with Mimamsa, 367; indeter¬ 
minate and determinate perception, 
334; inference from effects to causes, 
297; inference of a creator, 325 ff.; 
literature, 307 ff.; merits and demerits 
operating as teleological causes of 
atomic combination, 323 ff.; ,MTro§.xpsS 
doctrine of negation, 355 ff; miracu¬ 
lous, intuitive and mental perception, 
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xjh., modes of atomic combination 
it the time of creation, 324; mode of 
operation of heat-light rays, 329; mode 
of sense-contact as contrasted with that 
of SSipkhya-yoga, 37 $*•; molecular 
changes and heat, 327 ff.; nature of 
pleasure and pain, 342 ; notion of time 
compared with the Sarpkhya notion of 
time, 311; Nyava inference of cause, 
207 n. ; object ot Nyaya studies, 277 
philosophy of the Vaitedka sfttras , 
285 ff.; pramdna as collocation and 
causal operation, 330; Pra&stapada s 
classification of cognition, 332 n. ; 
Pra^astapada’s classification of svar- 
tkanumana and pararth&numdna , 350 ; 
Pia&stapada’s doctrine of example 
compared with that of Dinnaga, 
35 o «.; Pra^astapada’s interpretation of 
Kaijada’s doctrine of inference, 348 flu; 
Prakastapada’s view of atomic combina¬ 
tion, 328; principle on which the cate¬ 
gories are admitted, 312; relations 
directly apprehended by perception, 
335 ; salvation through knowledge, 
365 ff.; samavdyt and asamcwAyi 
kArana , 322 ; science of Nyaya {nyaya 
vtJyd), 277 If-; self compared with 
Sarpkhya and Mlmaipsa, 368; sense* 
contact and perception, 335 ff -i six 
kinds of sense-contact, 334 ; theory of 
anuvyavas&ya contrasted with the trt- 
putipratyaksa doctrine of Prabhakara, 
343* 343 **5 transcendental contact, 
341; transmission of qualities from 
causes to effects, 323; unconditional 
concomitance and induction, 347 
Vacaspati’s refutation of identity of 
essence and causality as being grounds 
of inference, 352; Vacaspati, Sri- 
dhara and Ganged on indeterminate 

S tion, 337 ff.; Vai 4 e?ika an old 
of Mlmaipsa, 282 ff.; Vatsya- 
yana, Udyotakara, Vacaspati, Dinn&ga 
and Dharmaklrtti on the doctrine of 
concomitance, 351 ff-; ▼iew of motion 
contrasted with Saipkhya, 330; view 
of negation, 359; view of perception 
contrasted with that of Prabhakara, 
343 view of sdmAnya contrasted 
with that of the Buddhists, 3*® **•» 
vipaklakhydH theory of illusion, 385; 
will of God and teleology. 324 ff. 
NydyavSrttika, 307, 337 »• 
Ny&ymrirttikat&tparyaffk& t 63, 277 » 3°7 
nyAyavidyA, 277 
NydyAnusAra, 120 
Nydydvaidroy 171* 3©9 
nAnasamvara, 101 


od&tam , 94 
ojahpradsm, 196 
Oldenburg, 83 n. 
Om, 36 

D. 


237 ff. 


Omniscience, 173 
Ontological, 2, 3, 340 
Oral discussions, 65 
Order, 364 
Organic, 51 
Organic affections, 94 
Onental, 34 
Oupanikhat, 40 
Ovum, 328 
Oxford, 40 n. 

pctccabhidna y 98 
paccaya, 93, 95 

pad&rtka , 282, 312, 313, 3 * 7 «•» 3 * 9 » 

365 , . . 

PadArthadharmasamgraha , 300 f*. 

Padarthaiattvanirdpana , 308 n. 

Padmanabba Mi 4 ra, 63, 306, 307 

Padmapada, 418, 419 

Paihgala, 28 ff., 31 n. 

pakfet) 15 6 ft., 343, 344, 349, 362. 388 

paksasaltva , 156*., 349 

paksAbh&sa , 390 

pakti, 122 

Paflcadait, 419, 492 *» 

Pancakadpxi, 171 n. 
pafttnhdraYti, 352 
PancapadikA, 418, 419 
PadcapAdikAdarpana, 419 
PaAeapodikatm , 419 
Padcapadikavivarana, 419, 456 #f. 
PaftcaiUtra Vai^navas, 220 
Pafica 4 ikha, 216, 217, 219, 221 
padcavijndnak&ya, 146 
paftiagnividy&y 37 
pandd, 100, 101, 166 

padndsampadam , 82 

Pandita A^oka, 168, 297 n. t 313»., 318 ft., 
380 ft. 

para , 220 280, 281 

parabh&va, 141 
Parabrahma , 28 ft. 
paraj&ti , 317 
Paramahamsa, 28 ff. 
ParamahamsaparivrAjaka, 28 n. 
paramamahed , 292, 316 
paramamahAn , 292 
paramdnava , 380 ft. 

paramdnu, 121, 12*, 1 23, 151,252, 314*’ 

Paramartha, 120 128, 149, 218 ff., 4*8 

param&rthasat , 409 ft., 410 n. 

paramdrikasatiA , 144 

paramArthatah , 425 

parattuUman y 214 

paratak-prdmAnya , 372 

paratva, 316 

pardpara, 220 n. 

pardrthdnumdna ., 155, 156, 186*., 350, 

353.389 

paribhegdn vaya puny a , 119 ff. 
paxicchinna , 445 
paricchinndkdia , 104 
paridsvanA , 86 ff. 
parigrahAkAnksA , 193 

33 
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ihfifiti 302 

; lpa t 148 
kamma, 102 n. 
parikarma ;, 270 
parimandahx , 292 
parimandala parim&na , 314 
parimdna , 315, 316, 323 
parimiti, 314 

parindma, 53, 193, 196, 468, 487 
parindmakramaniyuma , 256 
parindmavdda, 258 
parisankhyd vidhi , 404 
parispenda, 320, 321, 329 
parihsamdna, 353 
PariHtfaparvan , 171 
pari$ahajaya , 195 
parik$aka y 295 
pariksd, 447 

Parity dm ukhasu-tra, 182 309 

Parikf&mukhasittravrtti , 171, 181 x*., 

183*., i86x*. 

Parmenides, 42 
parokfa, 183, 185 
Part, 165 

Parthasfirathi Mi6ra,.37i, 3781*. 
pary&ya , 187, 198 
paryayanaya , 177, 178 
passdia , 103 
palutva, 317 

Patafijali, 68, 203, 212, 219, 222, 227, 
228, 220, 230, 232, 233, 234, 236, 
238, 268, 279, 317 365, 465; his 

date and identification, 230 ff.; his 
relation with yoga, 226 ft. 
Patailjalicarita , 230 
pathamam jh&nam , 105 
Patna, 173 
pathavU 106 
patucasamuppanna, 94 
paticcasamuppdda, 84,166; as manifesta¬ 
tion of sorrow, 92; extending over 
three lives, 92 
patighasafMa , 96 
patiloma , 158 

Padsambhidamagga, 83, 9311. 

Pattdvaliy 171 

7 o> 333 * 433 
329 

pdkajotpatti, 327 

Pali, 3, 82, 84, 87, 92*., 108, rn, it4, 
139, 263#., 470; literature, 161 
/<***» 333 

Pi^ini, 1 an., 226, 227230,232, 2631#., 
*79 w > 465 
/rf/a, *95* *64, 266 
p&patrd , 157 
pdpopadefa , 200 
pdram&rtkika, 439, 487 
pdramitd , 127, 138 
Par$va, 129, 169, 173 
Pdhipatabrahma, 28 «. 

P&lupatadariana, 235 x*. 

Patafijala, 233, 235 
Patafijala mahdbhdfya, 231 



p&tanjalamahabh&sycuarakapratisam. 

taih, 235 
Patafijala Samkhya, 68, 221 
Patafijala school, 229 
Pd tahjala tantra, 231, 235 
Patafijala Fo^tf sittras, 68 
Patimokkhasaijwara, roi 
Pathak, 423 
Pay&si, 106, 107 

Perception, 269, 297, 298, 318, 332, 333, 
334. 335, 33^» 340. 34i, 34*. 344> etc. 
Perfuming, 137; influence, 134, 135; 

power, 131 
Persian, 233 
Pessimism, 76 
Pessimistic, 237 
Petavatthu, 83 
Petrograd, 409 ». 
phala y 413, 427 
pkalajndna, 373 
phassa r, 85, 95, 96 
phassakdya , 85 «. 
phassayatana, 85 n. 

Phenomena, 84, 89, no, 127, 128, 133, 
139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 146, 147» 
150. 151, 166, 167,168, 217, 276, 282, 
*9*» 33*. 368, 373, 4ii, 450, 45i. 45?, 
460, 465, 466, 467, 468, 481, 482, 486 
Phenomenal, 435, 450, 458, 461, 484 
Philosophic literatures, 66; different 
classes of, 67; growth of, 65 
Philosophy of the Upanishads, 32*1., 38*., 
45 n ’» 49 *•» 54*-» 58 w- 
Physical characters, 328 
Physics, 403 

pilupdka, 305, 306 n.y 327 
Pindaniryuktiy 171 
Pitdputrasanidgamasutra, 125x1. 

Pitrs, 55 

pitrydna, 34, 54, 56, 58, 125 n. 
pittay 452 

pi takas, 68 ft., 263 n. 
pitharap&ka, 327 
/#*', 105, 106 
Plato, 42 
Pluralism, 175 
Poly-bhautik, 329 
Polytheism, 17 

Positive Sciences of the Ancient Hindus , 
213, 246*., asm., 322316, 328x1. 
pofadhabrata, 200 
Potencies, 272, 273 
Potential, 254, 255, 258x1., 275, 468 
Potentials, 252 
Poussin, De la Vall6e, 85 90, 91 n., 

108, 119/x. 

Prabaha^a Jaibali, 33, 34 
Prabkdy 308 
Prabhacandra, 171, 309 
Piabhakara, 69, 189, 209369, 370, 
371, 37*. 37^, 379. 38o, 38**384. 386, 
389, 390, 391. 39*. 395, 396.397, 398. 
399, 400, 4 or, 402, 403, 4*5,416, 4*7. 
448, 459 


Index 
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iyabhdkaram?mdmsd, 37 8 w *» 3 8 4 *■» 

397 »•* 405 "• 

Prabhasa, 306 
pracchanna Bauddha, 437 
pradarfakatva, 416 

pradeSa , 194 

pradhana , *17 , 

Prajapati, 19, 20, 26, 32. 3 6 * 43. 4®. 47' 

55 , 

prajnaptt , 427 
Prajnaptiidstra, no 
Prajtiaptwddim , 112, *13 

55. *3*> *45» *7*» *7*» a 73> 

424 

Prayndpand , 17* 

Prajndpanopd ngas utra, 196 
Prajd&pdrainUd , 127, 128, 42 r 
Prakaranapancikd , 370, 37 8 *■» 379 w, » 
386 39® 39* *•> 397 »• 

Prakaranap&da, 120 
prakaranasama, 344, 360 
prak&ia , 243, 307, 326 ». 

Praka&ananda, 420, 469 
PrakaSatman, 4*9* 49° , , 0 

PrakiAatman Akna^dananda, 408 
Prakirnas , 171 

I45» *94. 2*3, **4. * l6 » **7’ * l8 » 
219, 220 223, 238, 245, 246, 247, 

249, 250, 251, 233, 234, 255, 258, 259, 
t 6 t, 265, 266, 167, 269, 270, 272, 273* 
*76, 3*5. 367. 4*5. 43 l * 433. 44*. 49°» 

prairtikdftaJtetuJii, 214 n. 
pralaya, 214, 223, 247, 248, 261, 323, 
324) 403 

pramd, 336, 406, 4*5. 4*6. 47*. 4 8 *. 4 8 4 
pramdda, 193 
pramdddcarana , 200 
pramdna y 154, 268, 277, 294, 296, 298, 
3®4» 330. 33*. 33*. 333. 343. 354. 355. 
350. 365* 39°. 39*. 394. 397> 39 8 * 399» 
404, 406, 409 410, 412, 413, 4*4 *•» 

415, 416, 4*7 »•. 444. 470* 4 8 4> 49* 
pramdnabhedah , 333 n. 
pramdnairarthapartksattain, 277 
Pramdna-Mimdmsu , 184 

Pramdnanayaiaitvdlokdlamkdra, *7*. 

181182 183 3°9 

pramdnaphala , 154, 409, 410, 413 
Pram&nasamucraya , 120, *53 #*» *55*«» 

167. 307. 309 

prarndnavdda , 407 
Pramdnavdrttikakarikd , 309 
pramdtd, 406, 482 
prameya, 'tyj, 294, 365, 406 
PrameyakamcUanuXrtanda , 17*. *“5. 

188 189 197 3°9 

prameyatva , 344, 354, 3 8 4 
pramcda , 203, 220 ». 
pramugha , 268 
prapancciy 425 
prapancapraivtii, 142 
prapaf’copcrfarna, 425 
prasiddhipurvakatva , 304, 349 


prasiddhipurvakatvdt , 289, 303 
Pra^astapada, 305, 306, 312 3*4 *•» 
316 317 «*. 3 * 8 ’ 33 ***» 337. 348, 

349 . 350, 35 *. 355 »•» 359 "•> 3 6 * 

PraJastapdda-bhd&a , 67, 306 
Praina, 28 3* *•» 39 » 43 ** 47 ® 

Pra&navy&kurana, 171 

pratibandha, 155 
pratibhdnajddna, 343 
pratijndy 185, 186 296, 302, 350, 353, 

389 

pratijHdbhdsa , 390 
pratijUdmdtram, 114 
Pratijfldsutra , 370 
pratijndvtbkakti, 186 «• 


pratijTii+v ivh-i+w, 

pratipakjabhdvand , 270, 365 
pralisamkkydnirodha, 121, 124 

pratisaheara , 247 
prcUifthdpandy 302 
pratitantrasiddkdnta , 295 

pratiyogij 357 
pratika , 43 
prcUitya, 93, 138, 130 
pratityasamutp&da, 86 92. 122, 13®, 

* 39 . * 43 . * 47 . 4**; ’meaning of, 93 

praiyabhijMnirdsa t 102 n. 

Pratyagrupa, 419 

pratyak f/a, 153. * 8 3 » * 94 * 3 08 * 33 *. 333 . 
342. 343 . 344. 3 8 3 » 3 8 4» 4°9 w -» ^ r 7 »* 

pratyak§abalotpantia, 4io«. 
jpratyak$a-pratnd> 482 
PratyakfOsutra % 378 382 

Pratyaksatodrstasam band ha t 389 
pratyaksavifayatva, 409 
pratyayas, 124 
pratyayopanibandhdy 143 
prcUydhdra , 236 
praty&mndya, 350 
pratyekabuddha, 137, 15°. * 5 * 
Pratyekabuddhayana, 125 ». 
praudhivdda, 220 

Pravacemabhd{ya } 212, 245 «.» 259**. 
pravicayabuddhiy 148 

praurttiy 9o»., 228/*., 243. * 94 . 295 
301, 365, 375 , 

pravrttivijndna, 134, 14b 
praycUna* 280, 281, 295, 330 
prayoga nirdeia, 1*24 
prayojana> 378 294, 295, 302 

prddurbkdva, 93 
prdgabhdva % 293 359 

Prakrit, 17c, 173 
pr&mdnya, 182, 188, 406, 4 8 5 
prdmdnyavdda , 332 
Prana, 20 t 36, 43- 55. *5°* 4*4 
prdnamaya diman, 40 
prdnamaya ko?a, 60 
prdnavdyu , 262 
Prdndgnihotra , 28 ». 
prgndydma, 227, 236, 272 
prdftana, 332 
frrdpyakdritva , 378 »- 
prdlibha-pralyaJ^a, 343 
prdtibhdsika , 445, 4 8 7 

33—2 






Index 


'’tatirnoksa^ 145 
^Pj/dtitika-sattd, 442 
'Preceptor, 66 
Premisses, 280, 293, 295 
prtraka, 197 
Presumption, 392, 393 

priti , 144 

Probandum, 157 
Propositions, 15 6n, 
frtkakprasthana , 277, 278 
prthaktva , 316, 382, 464 
prikivi, 51, 143, 295 
prthivimdtra , 51 

Psychological, 273, 338, 406, 451; pro¬ 
cesses, 97 


119 195, 198; 


Psychosis, 88, 222 
Ptolemaic, 31 
pubbangama , 89 
pudgala, 114, 117, 

Buddhist, 195/2. 
pudgalanairdtmya, 150 
pudgahistik&ya, 195 
Puggalapannattt, 83 
Punjab, 172 
punya, 195, 264, 266 
punya~pdpa } 266 
Pupyayalas, r29 

Puraija, 1, 16, 172, 223; gods of the, 16 
puruja, 20, 21, 32, 33, 43, 52, 75, 213, 
214, 216, 219, 2*3, 224, 225, 228/1., 
234 241, 242, 244, 247, 248, 249, 

258, 259, 260, 262, 265, 266, 267, 272, 
2 73 » *76, 330 , 33 b 3^8, 415, 441, 490, 
493 

purufdrtka , 269 408 

purujdrlkaid, 258 
Purufa-suktdy 21/*., 32 
purusavasthamavyaktam , 216 
JPuspaculikd , 171/2. 

Puspikd , 171/1. 

Ptirna, 120 

Purva-Mlmaips 5 , 7, 68, 429 
Purvas, 171 

purvavat , 269//., 281, 294, 302/1., 303, 
353 


(Wj/, 270 


Radical, 291 

Raghunatha §iromani, 308, 326 /*., 

365//., 419 

rayoj, 214, 215, 224, 242, 244, 245, 246, 
249, 250, 25*, 49 *. 493 
rajoguna, 244 
ramyaka , 220/*. 

Rahgarajadhvarindra, 418 
Ranarahigamalla, 231 
rw*. 313. 403 
nwa ianmdtra % 252 
rasdyana , 235 
raJandm, 404 

Ratnaciid&pariprcchdsuira , 125 «. 
Ratnaklrti, 68/i., 155/*., 158, 159, 160, 
161, 163 164, 168 


<SL 


Ratnakiitas u/ra, 125/1., 140 
Ratnameghasutra , 125/1. 

Ratnaprabh&i 89/1., 90/1., 306, 418 
Ratnaraiisutra , 125/1. 

Ratndkarasfitra, 125/1. 

Ratnakara&nti, 156, 168, 346/1. 

Ray, Dr P. C., 251/1., 254/1., 321/1., 
322 327/1. 

Ray Rammohan, 40 
Radha, 306 

rd^ix, 143, 144, 193, 220/1., 267, 300 

ragadvesa, 201 

Rahu, 218 

Rajagaha, 81 

Rajamrganka, 231 

Rdjaprabn tya , 171 «. 

rajasika ahamkdra , 249 

Rdjavdrttika,i 219 

Rajayoga, 229 

Raja, 212 

Rajgir, 81 

Ramabhadra Diksita, 230 
Ramakrsiia, 371, 470/1. 
Ramakrsnadhvarin, 419 
Rdmapurvatdpint, 28 n. 

Rdmarahasya, 28 12. 

Ramarudri, 307 
Ramatirtha, 419 
Ramanuja, 50, 70, 71, 168, 433 
Ramanuja* mata, 429 
Ramayatas, 70 
RamottaratapinI, 28 n. 

Rastavara, 130/1. 
rdJi y 215 

Rd§t rapdlapariprcc hdsutra, 125/1. 
Ravapa, 147 
Rdvana-bhdfya, 306 

Reality, m, 418, 428, 442, 443, 446, 
448, 449 . 458, 462, 465, 467, 468, 470, 
486, 487, 488, 489, 490 
Reals, 223, 258, 259, 368 
Rebirth, 55, 56, 58, 59, 71, 75, 86, 106, 
107, 108, 140, 201, 215, 263, 265, 283, 
286/1., 292, 366, 422; Buddhistic com¬ 
pared with Upani$adic, 87 
Recognition, 185 
Relative pluralism, 175 
Rhys Davids, Mrs, 92 96, 99 /#., 

108 m, 120/1., 158/1. 

Right knowledge, 296, 297, 471 

Rishi, 24 

RoAini, 387 

ropana , 158 

Roth, 20 

Roer, 45 w. 

Rucidatta, 307 
Rudrahrdaya, 28 /*. 

Rudrdksajdbdla , 28/1. 

85/#., 88/i., 91, 94, 95, 96, no, 
i*b 3 * 3 » 403 
rupadkarmas , 121 
rupa-khandtia, 95 ; meaning of, 94 
rtipaloka> 134 
rupasantskdra , 290 


MiNisr^ 



Index 
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. 334 

__ 14, 16, 17, * 9 » *o, **» «3» 

*4, 26, 32, 36, 45 * 5 *» **6, 4<>9 

rjusutra , 178 
rjutd, 202 
Rjuvimaldy 370 
Rsabha, 169 

Hi* m «•* 304 , J v . _ - 

r**, 36, 37, 701; (order), 23, 20; Law or 
Karma derived from, 26 


sabbasongahikavasena , 98 
Sabbatthivadins, 119, 120, 121; their 
doctrine, 121; their doctrine of matter, 
121 

Sacrifice, 81, 208, 316 397; creation 
due to, 22; eternal, 22; fruits of, not 
gifts of gods, 2 r; has a mystical po¬ 
tency, 22; magical character of, 21; 
minute ritualistic details of, 21; not 
propitiatory, 22 

Sacrifices, 71, 264, 276, 369, 37*> 4 8 9* 
as karma and law, 22; replaced by 
meditations, 37 

Sacrificial, 209, 211, 369, 370, 43d 
sad, 38 

sadasantah mSyopamdh , 147 
scuidmudita , 22 on, 

Sadananda Vyasa, 420 
Sadananda Yati, 420 
Saddkamiapundarika , 125 12S 

sadrupa, 397 
tadrsa-panndma, 248 
sadvilaksana, 444 
Sage, 105, 107 
sahabkdza , 186 

sahak&ri, 250, 274, 323, 324, 336, 469 
sahakaridaktiy 254 

sahopalambkaniyamdt abhedonttataddhi - 
yoh , 411 

Saimhaguhya, 129 
Saint, tor 
Sainthood, 100 
sakad&gamibhAva, roo 
salila, 220 /#. 
salt, 61 

Salvation, 77, 1*5, **6, *34*-, *35* 3°°» 
301, 305, 316, 317 w-, 3 6 3> 399, 4°*» 
4+0, 487, 49° o 
sa{dyatana , 85 n., 88 
sam, 12 

samabhirudha-naya , 178 «. 

Samard icca-kahd , 172 
samatdy 130, 135, 137* *38 
samatva , 201, 202, 203 
samaudya , 143, 165, 171, 263 w. 

290304, 300 312, 313 


285, 

3*9< 


3^2, 334* 335. 

450* 483* 49* 
samavdyi, 286 
samavayi-kdrana, 322, 376 
samaveta-samavdya , 335 
samaya , 198 


381, 403, 413, 448, 


Samayapradipa, 120 
samddhdnam , 101 
samddhi , 82, 100, 10r, 103, 136, 166, 
271, 272 

samadhirdjasutra , 125 ». 

Samadhi school, 236 
Samddhisuira, 125 ». 
samdkhydsambandhapratipattihy 355 ». 
samdnaprasavdtmika jdtih , 298, 304 «. 
samdna-rupatd, 196 
sambhava, 298, 304 
sambhuyakdriy 121 
sambuddha, 423 
samitiy r 95 

Sammitiyas, 112, 119? their doctrines, 
119/*. 

Sammxtiyaddstray 119 
samprajAdta, 271 
samprayukta hetUy 122 
satnutpdday 93 
samyagbadha , 217 
samyagjndnay 151, 181, 408 
samyagjndnapurvikd sarvapruntsdrtha- 
stddhiy 152 
sddhancty 77, 489 
sddhdrana, 361 
s&dk&rana-kdrana, 322 

156/2., 157, 3©3t 343* 344* 345* 
346, 353* 393 
sddkyasama, 360 
sddr§ya, 318//. 

235 

sdk$dtkarijndnam , 410#*. 
sdkf&tkdritvam, 334 «• 

*f£r/, 438, 455* 457 
saksicaitanya, 455, 486 
samagri, oo, 330, 413, 467 
sdman , 30 

Samaveda, 12, 30, 36 
Sdmafifiaphala-sutta, 80 ». 

Sd 7 narthyay 159, 317** 
samayikabrata , 200 
sdmdnya , 164, 196, 203, 281 
306/*,, 3*** 3 r 3> 3*7* 3*8 
4*3 

Sdmanyadusanadikprasdritdy 318 /*. 
Sdmilnyalakfanay 341 
$dmdnyatodrfta t 269 /*., 287, 289, 294, 
302 303, 349* 350, 353* 363 

sdmdnyatodrstasambandha , 389 
sdmdnyaviicsasamuddyo, 380 «. 
s&nianyavticsdtmaka, 231 
sdmdnydbhdvay 293 
sdmydvasthdy 246 
samghdta-paramanUy 121 
sarngtahay 122 
samgrahanaya , 177 
sainhdrecchoy 323 
Samhita, 12, 13, 30« 
samjAdy 127, 133 
samjndkarma , 288 
mmjndm&tram , 114 
samjfiin, 190 
samkalpa, 225 




285, 286, 
3*9* 3 ao ' 


, 43, 7 * 



Index 


i 4 o, 

269, 


141, 

273. 


hy&bkdva, 384 n. 

^.dskia, 437 

dmkftpaJankarajaya, 305 n. 

Samk$epafdnr aka, 419, 468 
Samny&sa , 28 n. 
samsdra , 109, 130, 131, 135, 

301, 337, 348, 358, 36l, 

4*8 

mmsara-dukkha, 99 *. 
mmsdrin , 189 
samskaroti , 163 «. 

samskdra, 86*., 91, 133, 363, 364, 373, 
381, 385 290*., 303, 316, 333, 340, 

451, 456 

samskdras, 137, 139, 143, 366, 373 
samskrta , isj, 143, 151 
samskrtadharmas , 131 
samsrftavtveka, 347 
Sams far a, 171 *. 
samsthdna, 133 

samdaya, 193, 277, 294, 333360 

samtdna, 409 

samvara, ioi, 302 

samvdda, 188, 373 

samvadakatva, 408 

samvddi, 416, 417 

samvedana, 383 

samvedyatva, 384 

samvid, 383 

samvrtamdtram, 114 

samvrti, 438 

samvrtisatya, 144 

samvrtisatyatd, 146 

samyama, 203 

scmyoga, 83, 124.3»6. 319.334, 380, 403, 
415, 448, 45° 
samyukta-samav&ya , 334 
samyukta-samavcta-samavdya, 335 
samyuktaviUsana, 335 
SamyuktdbhidharmaJdstra, 120 
SamyuttaNikdya, 83, 84,91«., 94,95,06, 
98#*., 108 no Ill ». 

Sanaka, 223 

Sananda, 332 

Sanandana, 418 

Sanatana, 222 

sandhdnay 89 

sandigdha, 389, 349 

sanm&tra-vifayam pratyaksam , 383 

sannidhdndsanttidhdndbhydm jndnaprati- 

bhasabhcdak, 410 ft. 
sannidhi, 224 
sannivefa-vihstaid, 364 
Sanskrit, 66, 86 ft., 119, 121, 125, 128, 
* 53 "‘> i55. *7o» *7 r > i72» 3«>9i 406, 
407 ; language, 38, 39 ; literature, 40, 
302 

Sanskrit Philosophy, technical and ab¬ 
struse, 1 

Sanskrit Texts , 20 33 32 

33 »• 

Sant&ndntarasiddhiy 15 m. 
santosa, 336 
sangha , 302 


<SL 


Sanghabhadra, no 
Sahgitiparyydya, 120 
sankhdra, 86, 90, 92#*., 93, 94,96, 263 
discussion of the meaning of, 86*.; 
meaning of, 96 

saiikhdrakkkandha, 86*., 95, 100 

Sahkrantikas, 113 

95 * 96 * 97 * 9 ®? different stages 

saUndkkhandha, 95, 100 
sapakfasattd , 344 
x apdk}asattva, 156*., 349 
saptabkartgiy 180, 181 *. 

Saptadcdabh nmimtra, 128 
Saptapaddrthi , 308 
Sarasvatl, 301 ». 

Sarasvatirahasya, 28*. 
Sarvadarfanasamgraha, 3, 68 *., 79, 
114*., 335*,, 305*., 333*. 
Sarvadarfanav&cyo'rthah, 68 n. 
sorvajila, 43 6 

Sarvajflatmamuni, 419, 468 
J arvakalpa nd virah it am. 151 
sarvaloka, 137 
sarvasamskdrah, 114 
Sarvasdra, 38*. 
sarvatantrasiddhdnta, 305 
x arvaTnkalpalaksanavin ivrttam, 147 
Sarvahamman! Hiranyagarbha, 33 *. 
Sarvastiv§da, 120*. 

Sarvastivadins, 113, 113,115, 117, 119, 
120, 133 , 138, 167; their theory of the 
senses, 123; their doctrine of karma, 
134; their doctrine of mind, 124 
tat * 75> 163, 175, 183*., 257, 358*., 

3 < 7 » 3811 443 » 444 » 44 ^, 449 . 49 1 
satt, 101 

Satipattkdna sutta, 327 
satisamvara, 101 
satk&ranavada, 258*., 468 
saikdryavdda, 257, 258, 468 
satkhy&ti, 183 384 

satparicckedakam, 356 
satpratipakja, 361 
satta, 287, 317, 381,-491 
sattva, 158, 160, 163*., 224, 241, 242, 
* 44 > * 45 * 2 46, 248, 249, 350, 359, 415, 
446, 49 ** 493 
sattva-guna, 344 
satya, 236, 270 
Satyakama, 35 ». 

Satyasiddhi school, 124 *, 

Saubhagyalakfmi, 28 ft. 
Sautranta-vijflanavada, 409 n. 

Sautrantika, 116, 120, 151, 161, 

I 8 ®.’ .A 03 ’ 3*3 »•> 408, 409*., 


. „■» 313*., 

Buddhists, 165; notion of time in, 


168, 
4** i 


—'—"—> iiuiiuu ui ume in, 

116; theory of inference, 155 ff.; theory 
of perception, 151 

Sautrantikas, 113, it 3 , n 5l ^7; dis- 
tmguished from the Vaibhasikas, 114 ; 
their philosophy according to Guna- 
ratna, 114 
savana , 36 



*fya, 33+. 337. 338, 34®, 378. 416, 
483. 484 

samkalpajiiana, 153 n. 
savikalpapratyakfOy 261, 334 
sctvipaka , 195 
j twitarka, 271 
uwyabhic&ra % 360 

Saipkhya, 7, 9, 51, 53» <58, 71» 75* 78, 
Bo, 95, 116, 105, 167, 168, 178, 188, 
an, 21 2, 213, 216, 117, 218, 219, aao, 
221, 222, 223, 327, **8, **9, *33> 

235 *•> *3 6 » *37. *38, 239. *43. 

344, 357, 258, 359, 201, 302, 264, 

265, 268 273, 274, 275, 376, 377, 
28l, 284 299, 303, 311, 312, 314, 

321, 325, 330. 33i > 363. 367* 3<58, 

369, 382, 385. 403, 4 T *» 414. 415, 

416, 417, 4*3, 43* > 434. 435* 44?> 

468, 492, 493 *» an early school, 213 IF.; 
axiom, 330; discussion of the different 
schools of, 218 ff. ; discussions on 
Sdmkhyakdrikd, Sdmkkyasutra>V aca- 
spati and Bhik$u, 223 ff.; distinguished 
from yoga, 68; relation with the 
Upani^ads, 311; theory of viparyyaya, 
etc., 230 *1. 

Sdmkkya kdrikd , 67, 212, 21811., 219, 
221, 222, 223, 266**. 

S&mkhyapravacanabh&fya , 223 
Samkkyasdra , 212 
Sdrnkhya sutra y 212, 322 
S&mkhyatattvavivecana, 212 
Sdmkhyataifvaydtkdrthyadipana , 212 
Simkhya-Yoga, 196,232, 254,256*1., 260, 
266 *., 373, 286 3173*9* 37 8 »-, 

394; analysis of knowledge, 339 ff.; 
atheism and theism, 358 ff.; causation 
as conservation of energy, 254 ff.; 
causation contrasted with Vedanta, 
258*1.; conception of time, 256*1.; 
conception of thought and matter, 
241 ff.; conception of wholes (avayavt), 
380*1.; criticism of satkdryav&da etc., 
375ff.; development of infra-atoms and 
atoms, 351 ff.; dissolution and creation, 
247ff.; doctrine of validity of know¬ 
ledge and inference, 368*1.; episte¬ 
mology, 414ff.; evolution of the cate¬ 
gories, 248 ff; feelings as ultimate sub¬ 
stances, 243 ff; fruits of karma, 267; 
general epistemological situation as 
compared with Mirrarpsa, 367 ff.; in¬ 
discernible nature of gunas , 273*1.; 
meaning of gunay 343; means of up¬ 
rooting sorrow in, 265ff.; meditation, 
271 ff; methods of discipline, 270; 
modes of ignorance, 267; mode of 
sense-contact as contrasted with that 
of Nyaya, 378 n. ; nature of evolu¬ 
tionary change, 255 ff.; nature of 
illusion, 26011.; nature ofprakrti, 245 ff.; 
nature of subconscious mind, 263ff.; 
nature of the gunas , 344; perceptual 


process, 361 ff; pessimism of, 264ff.; 
purusa doctrine, 238 ff.; obstructions 
of perception, 273*1.; relation with 
Buddhism and Jainism, 208ff.; sums- 
kdra and vdsand , 263 n. ; self and mind, 
359ff; self compared with Nyaya and 
Mimaipsa, 368; states and tendencies 
of citta (mind) 268 ff.; theory of causa¬ 
tion, 357; Vats&yana’s distinction of, 
328 *1.; view of motion contrasted with 
Nyaya, 330; wisdom and emancipation, 
*73 

s&mkhyayogaparinamav&dai 468 

Sdnka, 333 

Sariputtra, 120 

s&rtkd, 280 

sdrupyam , 154 

s&sti&y 349 

sdsvata, 109 

sdttvika ahamkdray 250 

s&vayawy 203 

Sdvitri, 28*1. 

Sayana, 20, 36 
Scniefner, 129*1. 

Schools of philosophy, 63 
Schopenhauer, 39, 40 
Schrader, 109 
Schroeder, 39*1. 

Scotus Erigena, 40*1. 

Seal, B. N., 213, 346, 251*1., 253 M -» 
391,322*., 326, 327 »•* 3 * 8 *• 

Secret doctrine, 38 
Seers, 68*. 

Self, 33 , 34, 55 * 58, 60, 61, 76, no, in, 
161, 102, 187, 215, 217, 218, 239, 240, 
360, 261, 285, 390, 295, 398, 300, 303, 
31*, 317 #•* 33 ®» 335, 3433 6 *. 3 <> 3 » 
365, 366, 368, 383, 399, 400, 401, 4®*, 
413, 414, 416, 417, 434, 425, 433, 434, 

435»437, 438, 458, 460, 465, 482, 490, 

494; and death, 55; as a compound of 
the khandhasy 94; as found in dreams, 
47; as in deep sleep, 47; doctrine of 
sheaths of, 46 
Self-conscious, 368, 369 
Self-consciousness, 363, 417 
Self-knowledge, 59 
Self-luminosity, 493 

Self-luminous, 444, 446, 45 °. 45 *. 45 8 , 
459, 460, 461, 482, 487 
Self-modification, 173 
Self-restraint, 101 
Self-revealing, 369, 416 
Self-valid, 384, 386, 387, 4®3 , o 

Self-validity, 372, 373,374, 3 8 9 » 39 $, 4 8 3 , 

484 

Sensation, 165, 312, 318, 411 
Sense-affections, 94 
Sense-contact, 336, 342*. 

Sense-data, 94, 330, 240*1., 262*1. 

Sense-functions, 263 
Sense-materials, 235 
Senses, 94 

Sensus communis , 96 
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rateness, 293 
e£vara Samkhya, *59 
Sex-desire, 57 
Shah Jahan, 39 
Shuji-uddaulah, 39 
siddhct , 68 «. 

Siddhasenjt, 183 n. 

Siddhasena Divakara, 171, 309 
siddhdnta, 294, 295 
Siddhantacandrika , 390 ft, 

Siddk&ntaleia , 410, 49! n. 

Siddhdntamuktdvali, 339, 339 n., 342 
469 

Siddh&ntatattva, 420 
Siddhirtha, 173 
siddhi , 163 ”2*0 

siddhis , 234 
Siddkivydkhyd , 420 
Similarity (Nyaya), 318//. 

Sindh, 

•Six Buddhist Ny&ya Tracts , 68 

163 16$*., 168, 297 313 

3f8«., 34O 371380*. 

Simananda, 212 
Sita, 28 «. 

Skambha, 24 
Skanda, 28 w. 

skattdhay 89, 93, 149,196; in ChSndogya, 
93 *- 

skandhasy 85/*., 88 n.> 114, 119#., xai, 
122, 127, 142, 143, 146, 148, 161, 
263 n. 

smrtiy 69, 130, 131, 134, 263 tt.y 269, 
3 * 6 *., 370, 37*, 37 * 
stuLnciy 283 

.rtfMa, 148, 281, 285, 316 
snigdha, 287 

Sogen Yamakami, 121, 122 124 n. 

Soma, 36 

Somadeva, 17 a 

Somanatha, 371 

Somaiarma, 306 

SomeSvara, 371 

Sophistical, 80 

Sorcery, 81 

Sorrow, 75, 7 6, 107, 108, no, nt, 140, 
166, £91, 201, 2x0, 237, 264, 265, 266, 
* 95 » 3 OI » 3 * 4 , 366, 4*6, 459; as ulti¬ 
mate truth, 75 
sottipannabhavcty 100 
Soul, 25, 26, 74, 75, 93, 114, 115, 117, 
166, 168, 184, 188, 191, £92, 193, 194, 
201, 207, 234, 276, 281, 285, 288, 289, 
v 292, 299, 300, 307, 31 r, 316, 3*7.363, 
367. 376 , 377 . 378 , 399 . 4 <x>, 4 * 3 ’ 4 * 4 , 
4*5» 439. 457, 46*; general account 
of, 75 

Souls, 197, 238, 244, 323, 324, 472, 493 
South India, 120*., 3i6«. 

Southern India, 172 

spandiia, 428 

Sparta, 90, 92, 143, 314 

sparia tanmdtray 252 

Species, *56, 285, 287, 317, 345, 389 


Specimens of Jaina sculptures from Ma¬ 
thura, 170 n. 
sphotay 238 n.y 397 «. 
sphotavOda, 232 
Spider, 49 
Spinoza, 40W. 
srstiy 323, 403 

Stcherbatsky, Prof., 114, X17119**., 
**1, 35 *. 40 9 n - 
sthaviravdddy 83, 112 
Sthavirdvali, 171 
St handy 17* 

sthitiy 194 
sthitist/idpaka ,316 

Study of Patanjaliy 208 2x3, 22 6 n., 

238*1., 397 »• 

Study of Sanskrit, 40 
Subala, 28 n. 

Sub-Commentary, 307 
Sub-conscious, 124, 263 n. 

Subhuti, 127 
Subodhim, 371, 420 
Substance, 165, 174, 175, 285, 287 
288, 319, 367, 368 
Substances, 223, 367, 378 
Sucarita Mtera, 371 
Suddhodana, 8r 
Suffering, 207, 237, 324 
Suhrllekha, 144 

sukha, 105, 106, 276, 305 n.y 316, 34*. 
4*4 

sukha duhkha, X44 
sukkamy 426 

sukhas&dhanatvasmrtiy 336 
Sukhdvativyuha, 125 ». 
Sumangalavii&sinTy 92 n. 

Sun, 23 
supara , 220 n. 

Sure^vara, 67, 4x8, 419 
sunrtdy 199, 200, 202 
Surya, x8, 20, 28 n. 

Suryaprajdapti, 171 n. 

SuSiksita Carvakas, 78, 79, 362 

sufuptiy 424 
sut&ra, 220 n. 

sutra, 280, 281, 284 n.y 285, 292 n.y 194, 
296 

Sutrakrtdy 171 

SiUraktt&nganiryukti, 18 r n. 
Sutrafrt&hgasutray 237 
sutrasy 62, 64, 67, 69, 70, 71, 70, 233, 
236, 278, 279, 203 n.y 204, 297 n.y 306, 
43°. 433J ^ lecture-hints, 62; de¬ 
veloped by commentators, 64; how 
they were written, 65; traditionally 
explained, 63 
Sutrasthdna, 280 
Suitay 82 
Sutta Nipatdy 83 
Sultapitaka, 120 n. 
suttasy 82, 83, 166 

Suvarnaprabhasa sutra, 125 n.y 301 n, 
Suzuki, 128, 129 130#., 13 8 n.y 161 

Svabk&va, 78,424 
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fnirdsJa, 124 
2 pratibandha, 155, 156 
svabh&vataky 427 
svabkdvaviruddhopalabdhi , 358 
svabhdvdbhavotpattiy 149 
svabhdvdnupalabdhiy 358 
svabh&vdt , 145 
svacitta , 146 

svacitiadrfyabh&vand, rgo 
svalak$anai 378, 409, 410». 
svalaksanam, 154 
svanifciidrtka , 350 
svapna, 332 *.,424, 426 
svaprakctfa> 444, 445, 459 «• 
svapratydryyajUdnAdhigamdbhinnalaksa - 
nald, 150 
svarupa, 153, 464 
svarupa-bheda % 462 
svarupasattd, 382 
svarupaviieja , 464 
svarupasiddha , 361 
svatah afirdtudnya, 268 /*., 415 
svatahftrdmdriya , 188, 268 371, 373, 

374 * 375 . 376 , 415 . 484, 485 *• 
svatah-pramanya-nirnaya , 4 r 7 «. 
watahpr&m&nyavddcL, 303, 380 
Svayambhu, 21 
svayamprakddciy 401 
svddhydya , 270 

svdrthdnumdna, 155, 186n., 350, 353 
svdtantrycna, 320 
syddasti, 179, 180 
syddasti<&vakt<xvyadca y 179 
syddasti-sydnndsti , 179 
syddasti-syantidsti-syddavaktavyaJca, 179 
syddavaktavya , 179 
syadvada , j8i 

Syddv&damanjari, 171, 177 *•» I79»*. 
180 «. 

syAnnas ti, 180 
179 

Syllogism, 156 »., 186, 293 

Symbolic meditations, 35 

Synthesis, 261 

Synthetic activity, 262 

Systetn of the Vcddttta, 438 439 «. 

Systems, 66 

Systems of Buddhistic Thought , 121 #*. 
Systems of Philosophy, general accounts 
of, 68 ff.; interrelated, 67 ; two classes 
of, 67 

Sahara, 69, 369, 370, 371, 37*. 3 8 ?- +05 
Sabara-bhdsya , 370 
Sabarasv&min, 370 

/a&fc, 284, 294, 304, 308, 314, 331. 33*. 

333 > 354 » 355 » 394 . 4 « 3 . 4 ^ 4 . 49 * 
iabdanaya, 178 ». 

fabdapramdna , 334, 354, 394, 397, 404 

iabda-tanmdtra , 152, 253 

sabdatva, 335 

.< 'abddnuidsanam , 232 

$aiva, 39, 70, 228, 235, 434 

Saiva Thought, 8, 28 

iaktiiiaktasvabh dvatayd, 159 


A**/*, 165, 264+ *70, 3*1, 335 

iaktimdn , 165 
iaktipratibandha , 323 
tamadamadisadhansampat , 437 
Sankara, 30, 38, 39, 42, 45 /*., 48, 50. 5 1 * 
52, 64, 70, 86*., 89*., 90*., 91*-* 
I2i143*., 145, 148*., 151165, 
167, 168, 211, 237, 319/2., 370, 37 1 * 
371407, 4^8, 420, 421, 421 423, 

429, 430, 431, 43 *. 433 . 434 . 437 . 43 «. 
465, 470, 492, 493, 494 
Sankara-bhdsya , 492 n. 

Sankara Bhatta, 37 1 
J>anJkara-digvijaya, 432 
£ahkararjaya, 432 

Sankara Mi 4 r a, 63, 284 *., 288/*., 291 
306, 307, 419 
Sankara Vedanta, 468 
Sankara-vijayay 418 
Aahkara-vijaya-vildsa, 432 
Sahkaracarya, 369 
Sardbka, 28 n. 

Sariramadhydty 481 
iaririnah , 218 
&a 4 adhara, 308 
Sataha, 427/2. 

Satapatha Brdhmana , 20 24, 25, 31, 

226, 230; creation in, 24; doctrine of 
rebirth in, 25 

Satas&hasrik&prajn apdramitd , 125 «. 
sauca, 202, 236 
$aunaka, 31 *. 

Sakha, 30; origin of the, 30 n. 

$dhta t 28/r., 228 
Sakya, 81 
Sakyayana, 228 
Salikanatha MiSra, 370, 397 n. 

Salistambhasutra , 90 n ., 12 5 n ., r 43 n ., 421 
Santabhadra, 152/1., 168 
£&ntam> 425, 428 
Santyacaryya, 171 
£ Aridity a, 28 228 

39, 01«. 

Sdrirakn, 28 433 

Sdriraka-sutrasy 62 
jfdr/ra, 344 

Sdstradipikdy 114*-. 37 <>. 37 *» 379 *•» 
386/1., 390 401«. 

Sastrl Haraprasada, 129 *., 278, 303, 

idh)ata % 127, 428 
t&ivatavada, 143, 236 
idthya , 144 
£d/hydyaniya, 28 /». 

ieiavaty 269/*., 281, 294, 302 303, 353 

Sesanantacarya, 308 

Sikhdmaniy 318/*., 419, 484//., 4^5 

hkfdpadabrata ., 200 

$iva, 39, 432 

Sivabhuti, 170 

Sivads^a, 231, 235 

Sivaguru, 432 

Sivam, 425 

Sivarama, 230 
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iitya, 308 

144, 166, {stla) 100, 101, 104; and 
sainthood, xoo; what it consists of, 
101 

tflabratapar&maria , 1145 
&lokav?lrttika> 67, 151218 355 

370, 371, 378380, 38a, 386 
390 *•» 397 «•» 401 417 *• 

foka> 8 6 /a. 

Sroddha, 58, 199, 371, 317 ». 
Sroddhotpada 4 &$tra y 128, 138 161 

6 ravana t 490 

irdvaka, 125 137, 150, 151 

Sravakayana, 125 «. 

Srldhara, 306, 312, 313, 316 317 »•> 

, 337> 338. 359 *•> 379 »• 

Srihar§a, 419, 462, 465, 493 
Srikafltha, 70 
Srilabha, 90 

&rimadbhagavadgitd, 421 
^rirndldsimhandda, 128 
Srivatsacarya, 306 
iru % 11 
truta, 207 

iruiL ii, 12, 191 n, t 447 
6 ttbka y 202 

iuddkam pratyak}am y 409 «. 
tuddh&kalpana , 409 n. 

Sukarahasya, 28 n, 
iukia, 73, 74, 2 66 
iukla-krsnx, 73, 266 
/*##»*, 488, 489 

131, 141, 167, 257, 465, 493 
Hinyatfi, 130, 131, 147. *49 
Sunyavada, 126, 127, 129, 140, 166, 167, 
*79» 438, 421, 4*9> 4<S5> 494J com¬ 
pared with Vijftanavada, 137 
Siinyavadin, 113, 127, 128, 129, 140, 145, 
, 301 

Svetaketu, 33, 34, 49, 439 
Svet&mbaras, 170, 172, 173 
§vet&ivatara, 38*., 31, 32 39*/., 49, 

50, 53, 7821., 211, 337, 281, 282 
433, 469 

saddyatana, 90, 93, 143 
saddarJana, 68 

Saddar 6 anasa . tnucca . ya , 3, 68114, 

170/*., 17377., *75«-» 176*., i86«., 

30677., 317, 223 
Sastitantra , 220, 321 
SajtitantraJAstra , 219, 223 
Sastitantroddh dr a , 220, 223 

iadutpatti , 345, 351 
tadyagyaUli 458 
taijasa ahambara, 249 
taijasa dtmd , 434 
tairthika , 68 138 

Taiitiriya y 3877., 31, 39, 46*., 51, 326#*., 
43* - 

Taittiriya A ratty aka , 26 

Tat dirty a Brdkmar . a % 33, 26, 226 «. 

Taittiriya school, 30 

Takaknsu, 119, 12077., 128a’18 


Talavakaras, 30 
Talavak&ra Upanisad , 30 
tamasy 315, 224, 242, 244, 346, 249,352, 
264, 269, 49*> 493 
tamisr&y 220 «. 

330 n, 

tamo-guna, 244 

tanm&tra> 51, 214, 316, 225, 326, 251, 
*53> *54> *7 J » 3 73» 276 
tantray 71, 229, 335 
Tantrarainay 371 
Tantra thought, 8 
Tantrav&rttika, 371 
Tandulxvaiyafiy 171 ». 
tanh&y 85, 87, 88, 107 
tankd-jat&, 100 

to/or, 54, 58, 301, 303, 226, 270 
tarkay 294, 396, 360 
Tarkabnaf&y 307 
Tarkapdday 371 

Tarkarahasyadipikd , 79, 114, 1157*. 

163 103 m m 203 217 318 n. 

Tarkasamgraha, 307, 322, 330 n. 
TarkavSgi&i, K., 332 n . 
tathat&y 137, 128, 135, 136, 138, 147 
150, 166, 167, 421; philosophy, i29tt. 
iathatalambanay 150 
Tathdgata y 126150, 166 
Tathagatagarbha , 131, 137, I47» *49 
Taih dgataguhyasiitra , 135 n. 
TathagataySna, 12 6 n. 
tatprakarakanubhavoy 337 
tattvay 216 
TaitvabindUy 397 #. 

Tattvadnt&maniy 308, 333 

339 342 #*» 343 »** 347 «• 

Tativadipanay 419, 450 77. 

Tattvadipikay 419, 465 
Tattvakaumisdly 312, 23971., 

257 n., 262 n.y 26477. 

Tattvapradipikd , 23877. 

Tattvasamdsa . 213 
TattvavaidSradiy 312, 3 39 «., 

3 54*> 25677., 25777., 25977. 

26477., 26671., 367 77 * 

Tattvay Sth&rthyadipana , 24377. 
tcdtv&ntara , 37877. 
tattvdntaraparindmay 347 
tattv&nyatvtibhy&m anirvacantya , 442 
TatlvdrthadkigamasiUray 171, 17577. 

17677., 18477., 1957*., 237, 309 
tadatmya, 156, 345, 351, 353 
tdmasika aharnkdra, 249 
Tandins, 30 

220 7*. 

Taranatha, 12977. 

Tdrasara, 28 7*. 
fdratdra, 32077. 

Tdrkikarahdy 362 7»., 308 
tdtparyoy 484 

Tdtparyatlk&y 6377., 161, 21877., 33977. 
369 77.,* 33077., 337338n., 34777. 
35 3 **» 353 »•> 388 «• 
TaiparycUik&pariiuddki , 307 
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337 * 
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345 «• 

2637*. 
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Technical, 66, 77, 304, 308, 309 
Technical terms, different in meaning, 
invented, 2; elastic in P£li Buddhism, 3 
tejas, si, 25*, 255, 295, 310, 313, 314, 
323 . 3 * 9 > 377 
tejas- atom, 253 
Tejobindu, 28 n. 

Telang, 4*1, 423*. 

Teleology, 247, 248, 254, 258, 267, 269, 

325 

Testimony, 332, 333 

The Early History of Indian Philosophy, 
*77 «• 

The History of Nccvya Nydya in Bengal , 
310 n. 

Theism, 33, 50, 258 
Theistic, 220, 221, 223 
Theistic systems, 8 
Thcrag&thd, 83 

Theravada, 83, 112, 113, 119, 120, 125, 

150 

Thera vSdins, 125 

The Pigvedaj 15 at., 18, 19 a*., 20 
*4 *• 

Thengdthd, 83 

Thtorie des Douze Causes , 90 n. 

Thilly, Frank, 3 
thtna , 100 
tktnamiddham , 105 
Thomas, E. J., 84 n ., 155 n, 

Thomas, F. W., 129 n. 

Thought-photograph, 241 
Thought-stuff, 241, 242 
Tibetan, 121, 128, 144, 218 
tikta, 313 

Tilak, Bal Gangadhar, 10 
Tilakamanjari, 172 
Time, 3x1 
tirchita, 257 

Tjrthahkara, 169, 170, 173 
tiryag-gamanOy 329 
tiryaksdmdnya , 196 
Traditionary explanations, 65 
Transcendental contact, 341; power , 335 
Transcendent influence, 331 
Translation of Aitareya Arany aka, 36 n» 
Translation of the Upanisads , 38 n. 
Transmigration, 26, 27, 53, 54, 55, 57, 58 
trasarmu , 323 
trayi, 277 
trikandaka , 92 n. 

7 'ripativibhutimahdnardyana, 28 n. 
Tripurd , 28 n. 

TYipurdtdpini \ 28 n. 
tripcti, 459 

Input ipratyakfa, 343 at., 384, 400 
Tri 4 ala, 170, 173 
Tri&khibrahmana, 28 n. 
tryanuka, 314, 315, 334, 326 

85*., 87, 90, 92, 143, 145, 148, 
*15 

trfnd-vaipulya , 90//. 


trtiya-linga-pardmaria , 346 

tuccha , 443 

tuldjhdna, 458 

Turtydtita, 28 «. 

tu$ti, 220 

Tvastr, 21 

tyagdnvaya, 119 at. 

Tanka, 433 
thdpand , 157 
93 

'Tuptikd, 371 

ubhaydnubhaya , 148 
uccheda , 428 
ucchedavada, 143 

Udayana, 63,30O, 307, 312 a., 326at., 329, 
305 «* 

udiharana, 157, 296, 333 
Udana, 83, 108 at. 
uddsfna , 197 * 

udbkawa , 290 fa. 
udbkutarupavattva, 290 303 

udbkutarvrtti, 254 
uddhaccakukkur.com , 105 
Udgitha, 36 
udhacca, 100 

Udyotakara, 63, 228 a*., 269'at., 298 a*., 
3 ° 5 » 3 <> 7 » 3 ° 9 > 3*7 **•» 3*8, 330 
337 34 **-> 35 *» 353 »*» 355 ** 

Uktha, 36 
Uluka, 71, 305 
Umasvati, 171, 237, 309 
Unconditional, 321, 322, 465 
Unconditionality, 320 
Univcrsals, 165 
Unmanifested, 275 
upacdrasam&dhi, 102, 103 
UpacUia , 128 
upadhdranam , 101 
ugajtvya, 447 
upalabdhiketu , 330 at. 
upalambka , 3O2 

upamdna, 294, 297, 302, 304, 308, 333, 

354 , 355 , 39 f » 4 ** 
upamdna sabda, 471 
Upamitabhavaprapancakathd ,172 
upamiti, 492 

upanaya , 185, 296, 350, 353 
upanayana , 157 

Upanisad, 418, 4**, 433* 434» 43^, 44*, 
445, 494’, causation in, 173; meaning 
of the word, 38 

Upanisads, 1, 7, 8, 12, 14, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
64, 65, 70, 7*, 79» 80, 87, 88, 107, no, 
iii, 125174, 175, 208, 210, 211, 
2ia, 223, 227, 234, 239, 263a!., 276, 
421, 423, 4*9, 430, 43 *, 43 *, 437 , 438, 
44*, 447, 470, 490, 493* etc.; accident 
as cause, 78; age of the, 39; Atharva- 
veda, 31; atheistic creeds referred to 
in, 78; circles of philosophy outside of, 
65; composition of, 38; creation in, 
51; desire as cause of re-birth, 56; 
different classes of, 39; doctrine of 
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'self; no; doctrine of transmigration, 
53; duty of a modern iuterpretor of, 
42 ’/emancipation in, 58ff.; interpreta¬ 
tions of, 41; karma-doctrine in, com¬ 
pared with Buddhistic, 107; ksattriya 
influence on, 31; matter-combinations 
as cause, 78; matter produced by com¬ 
pounding, 51; nature as cause, 78; 
names of, according to subjects, 31; 
not a systematic philosophy, 48; place 
in Vedic literature, 38; revival of, 39; 
self as aggregation of categories, 56; 
self as highest truth, 60; self as know¬ 
ledge, 58 ; self unchangeable, 60; self 
as unity of moral, psychological and 
physical elements, 56; subtler elements 
in, 51; superior to reason, 41; theory 
of karma, 55; three kinds of birth, 57; 
time as cause, 78; two theories of 
causation, 53; vidyd and avidyd, mean¬ 
ing of, 111; wise man becomes Brah¬ 
man, 58; world as field of kanna, 56; 
world in, 5 j£ world-soul, 53 
upapatti, 91 
upapadukasattva, 91 n. 
uparati , 490 
upasamdnussaiiy 102 
Upaskdra , 28in., 183, 284 
386 u,, 288 290/*., 291 

293 »•» 3 ° 6 f 3*4** 
upastka , 333 
upasiantbkdy 339 
upaftambhaka , 291 
Upavarsa, 370 

updddna , 85, 87, 90, 93, 374, 453, 408, 
upiidtina-l'drana , 438 

Mpdddnanisthatyant&bkdvapratiyogitva- 
lakfanamithyatvasiddhin , 445 
up&d&rupam, 94 

ttp&dhi, 181, 347 * 348 , 35 «* 39 °» 45 ° 
Up&hgaSy 171 


285 
292 n.y 


Up&sakadafdSy 171 
updJrayaSy 173 
updydsa x 86 n. • 

upekkh&y 103, 106 
nptkkhako, 105 
upeksdy 336, 270, 271 
Uruveli, 81 
U?as, 14 
Utpala, 327*. 
uipattiy 374 
utpaday 138, 175 

utpddasthitibhahgavarjjam , f 46 
utpddasthitibhangavivarjjanat&y 1 50 
utprek$a y 183 
utsargasamitiy 199 n. 

uitamdmbhas , 220 n. 
Uttanldhyayanay 171 
Uttarddhyayanasutra , 169, 23 6 
Uttara Mlmamsa, 7, 70, 429 
Uttaraiailas, M3 
Uttara Saipkhya, 217 
Uttanapada, 33 


Uyasagadasao , tf$n. 
Uha, 213 
Urdhvdy 199 
Urdhvaloka , 199 
iirdhvamulay 334 
urdfivasamanyciy 197 


<SL 


Vaibhasika, 116,117,161, 168; literature, 
120; notion of time in, 1 r6 
Vaibhasikas, 113, 114, 115* ll 9 . iao > 
167;" their philosophy according to 
Gunaratna, 114 

Vaibhasika Sarvastivadins, their difference 
from other Buddhists, 122 
vaidharmycLy 462, 464 
vaik&rika aJiamkdra, 249, 350 
vaindHActy 357 
VaipulyasutraSy 125 
vairdgya t 271 
Vai&li, 173 

VaiSesika, 7, 9, 68, 177, 280, 281, 283, 
285, 289, 390, 302 n. t 303, 304, 305, 
314327, 328, 332, 337. 338> 339 * 
340, 350, 35354 . 355 » 359 » 3 6i > 
379 385 . 394 * 4 <> 3 » 434 . 44 °> 4 °* 

Vaifcfika sutras, 68 71, 276, 379, 280, 

381, 282,284, 285, 191, 301, 303,305, 
306, 313 n.y 327 332 n.y 355, 359 

vaiSvdnara agni f 34 
vaifvdnara dtm&y 434 
vaisamya, 246 

Vai§nava, 8, 31, 28 70, 77, 221, 420, 

432 

vat ted Ay a, 424 
Vajjiputtakas, 112 
Vajracchedikdsutrdy C25 n. 

Vajrasiicikdy 28 n. 

Validity, 368 n. 

Vallabha, 70, 317 ». 

Vallabha-mata, 439 
Vanav&dtiy 380 
Varadaraja, 308, 362 n. 

Vardhdy 28#., 228 
Varddhamana, 63, 173, 307 
Varddhamana-purdna , 193 194 n * 

VarddharndnendUy 63, 307 
Varuna, 18 
vas t 263 n. 

Vassilief, in, ai8». 
vastUy 176 

vastunastatsamatt&ko' nyath dbhavah pari - 
ndmah tadvi^amasatidkah vivarttahy 
468 

vastuprativikalpccvijiidna ,145 
vQguvddiy 424 

Vasubandhu, 1x4, 117, no, 124, 128, 
167, 218233, 431, 433; soul- 
doctrine criticised by, 117 
Vasubhadra, 120 n. 

Vasumitra, 112, 115, 116, 120 
Vaskali, 45 

Vacaspati, 63, o6»., 143i6x, 212, 
218219, 221, 222, 323, 334, 225, 
339, 333, 260, 261, 263, 369**., 271 ft.y 
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_ * 7 *. 3 ° 7 . 330 *•, 337 . 33 «» 34 °. 
34 i, 351 . 35 *. 355 371, 397 4 i 5 , 

418, 421 433, 457, 469, 49©; his 

differences with Bhiksu, 123 ff. 
vtkika y 108 
vdcikakarma, 124 
vdcikavijUap tikarma ^ 124 
vdcyatvctj 354 
vada } 294, 296, 360 
vaggupti, 199 
'v&gwkatpa, 148 
Vajapyayana, 232 
Vajasaneyi school, 31 
vdk, 333 
vdkoviikya y 276 
vakyodesa, 302 
vakyapraiants&y 302 
Vdkyarthamatrk&vrttiy 397 *. 

Vaihana, 231 
vanapraslha, 283 
v&ritd , 277 

Vdrttika , 67, 230, 307, 309, 327353*., 
418, 419 

Varttikakara, 372 
Varttikakarap&da, 370 
Fa rttika‘idtpdryatikfi ., 63 
Vdsan&y 73, 128, 130 «., 150, J51, 167, 
*63, 411 

Yasavadatta, 230 
Vasudtva, 28 n. 

Vata, 17 

Vatslputtriya, 112, 117, 119*.; doctrine 
of soul of, 117 

Vatsyayana, 63, 120, 167, 186 229 

269 277, 378, 280, 294*1., 395 

296298 301 «., 304, 307, 

3*7 *•» 350, 351, 353 355 467 ; 

his distinction of Saipkhya and Yoga, 
228*. 

Vatsyayana bk&fya, 63, 297 306, 309 

vdyu, 20, 37, 43, 50, 213, 262, 387, 289, 

* 9 °» * 95 . 3 *i. 3 * 3 . 3 * 4 . 3*8, 329 
vdyu- atom, 353 
purdna , 306 
vayu tanmdtra, 253 
Veda, 397, 422, 436; literature, 429 
vcdand, 85, 90, 92, 94, 95, 97, 137 
vtdan&kkkanaka, 100 
vedantya, 19J, 193 
vedantya karma y 194 
Vedanta, 1, 7, 20, 29, 30, 41, 42, 48, 50, 
53, 63, 68, 71, 75, 138, 161, 168, 177, 
178, an, *i5»., * 35 . * 37 , * 3 ®. * 39 . 
* 41 . *58. 319 341 . 343 . 37 i. 40*, 
407, 408. 419. 4 *o, 429, 430, 431, 432, 
43 <>, 439 . 447 . 448. 450 . 451. 45 *. 453 . 
454 . 455 . 459 > 46*» 466. 468. 470, 471, 
47 *»., 48 *. 483, 486, 488, 489? 49*,* 
ajii&na as the material cause of illusion, 
453 J ajndna and vrttijddna y 481 ; 
ajhiina established by perception and 
inference, 454ff.; a/A&na not negation, 
455 ; anirvcUyavada, 461 ff.; antahka - 
rana and its vrttis, 472; dtman, 474; 


dtman and itva y 475; dtman as self- 
luminous, 460; Brahman the adki- 
ftkdna of illusion, 451; cessation of 
illusion as bddha and nivrtti , 488; cit 
not opposed to ajfidna, 457; conscious¬ 
ness as illumination, 449; controversy 
of the schools, 406; creation off an 
illusory object, 487; criticism of the 
Nyaya doctrine of causation, 466; de¬ 
finition of ajildnay 452 ff.; definition of 
perception, 473; dialectic, 419, 430, 
461; dialectical arguments, 465 ; dif¬ 
ferent kinds of illusion, 487; discussions 
with Kumarila and Prabhakara on the 
nature of self-luminosity of knowledge, 
459 doctrine of duties, 489; doctrine 
of inference, 473; doctrine of jivasdkfi, 
480; duaiistic interpretations of, 70; 
ekajiva doctrine, 477; epistemology of 
Kumarila, 416 ff.; epistemology of 
PrabhSkara Mimamsa, 415 ff; episte¬ 
mology of the Sautrantika Buddhists, 
408 ff; examination of the category of 
difference, 462 ff; existence of the 
objective world, 480; function of vrtti - 
jndna in perception, 481; general ac¬ 
count of, 70; history of the doctrine of 
mdyd, 469-470; indefinable character 
of the world-appearance, 461; indefin¬ 
able nature of ajAdna y 479; literature, 
418 ff.; locus and objects of ajAdna , 
457 mdyd and avidyd y 469, 475, 
476; methods of controversy, 407; 
nature of ahamkdra y 458, 460; nature 
of antahkaranay 460; nature of eman¬ 
cipation, 491; nature of l£vara> 476; 
nature of perception, 483; nature of 
pramdy 482; necessary qualifications, 
489; nirvikalpa perception, 483; 
Nyaya epistemology, 412 ff; objections 
against the view that world-appearance 
is illusion, 451 ; drtfisrfti doctrine, 478; 
perception of ajiidna in the sleeping 
state, 456; philosophy, 70; praiibitnbay 
(jvaccheda and upddhi, 425; refutation 
of the Mlm&ipsa theory 01 illusion, 485; 
relation with other systems, 493 ff; 
relation with Vedic duties, 490; S&ip- 
khva epistemology, 414ff; self-validity 
of knowledge, 484; Sankara, theBrak- 
ma-sutras and the Upani$ads, 429 ff.; 
similarity not essential for illusion, 453; • 
theory of causation, 465 ff; theory qf 
illusion, 486 ff; theory of perception, 
470 ff; three functions of tne subject, 
480; three stages of jiva t 476; views 
ohsamavdya , 319 n.\ vivartla and pari- 
ndma y 468; vrtti and consciousness, 
449, 450; world-appearance not a sub¬ 
jective creation, 453 ; Yogacara episte- 
mology, 

Veddntakalpaiaru, 86 ft., 1 14 n. 

Ved&ntaparibhdf&y 67, 318*., 419, 4 6© n. y 

484, 485 *• ♦ 
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(tasdra, 420, 490 n, 

^ tasiddhantaniuktdvali, 420 

Vedanta sutras, 70, 71; as interpretations 
of Upani§ad texts, 70 
Veddntatattvadipikd, 420 
Ved&ntatlrtha Vanam&U, Prof., 281 
305 

Vedantic, 433, 46s 
Vedantins, 257 

Vedantism, 175, 219, 37 *» 418 
Ved&rthasamgraha , 433 
Vedas, 1, 6, n, 13, 20, 24, 25, 

40, 67, 69, 186, 208, 209234, 
277, 278, 282, 284, 285, 291, 294, 
297, 304, 326, 333 n.y 355, 394, 401, 
403, 404, 405, 4*6, 430, 431, 435, 
489; allegiance of Hindu philosophy 
to, 11; Atman in the, 26; authorship 
of, 10; bearing of, to Hindu law, 11; 
classification of, 12; doctrine of karma, 
210; earliest record, 10; idea of 
morality, 210; influence of, on later 
thought, 10; learnt by hearing, 10; 
monotheistic tendency in, 19; trans¬ 
migration not developed in, 53 
Vedic, 1, 6 , 10, 11, 14. *64, 265. * 9 *» 
396, 404, 436; belief in another world, 
25; belief m punishment of evildoers, 
25; commandments do not depend on 
reason* 29; conception of manas as 
seat of thought, 26; conception of the 
origin of the world, 25; cosmogony 
(mythological), 23; cosmogony (philo¬ 
sophical), 23; creation hymn, 24; 
doctrine of dCmcm, 25; doctrine that 
soul could be separated, 25; duties, 
different from Upanisads, 29; escha¬ 
tology, 25; law of karma, 21; moral 
idea, 25;* obligatory ceremonies, 11; 
sacrifices and rituals, 1 1; teaching as 
karma-m&rga, 29 

Vedic duties, 371, 437, 4% 49 <>» 49*1 
for inferior persons, 30 
Vedic gods, 16; contrasted with Greek 
gods, 16; contrasted with Purana gods, 

- 16; have no fixed leader, 18; instru¬ 
ments of sacrifice, 22 
Vedic hymns, 18,22, 3*; two tendencies, 
6; t different from the Upanisads, 31 
Vedic literature, 41, 211, 268 
Vedic mythology , i8»., 19**., 22 w., 23 
25*., 26n. 

Vedic sacrifices, 271 

Vedic texts, 68, 69, 276, 372, 399 

vega, 286, 316 

vegasamsk&ra , 291 

Venkata, 222 

Verikateivara, 423 

Vesali, in 

vibkaga, 316 

Vibhajjavadins, 112, 115; schools of, 
115; their notion of time, 115 
Vibhanga , 83, 90 n. 

Vib has d, 120 n. 


vibhu, 189, 363 
vibhuti, 272, 424 
Vibratory, 327 
vic&ra , 105, 144, 213, 271 
vicikicchd, 100, 105 
vieikitsd, 145 

Vicious infinite, 160, 319W. 
vidhiy 29, 404, 405 
vidhi-vdkya, 405 
vidkiviveka, 371 
vidhiy ate , 14O 
Vidvanmanoranjiniy 420 
vidyd , m, 277 * * 78 , * 93 , 33 * »• 
Vidyabhu$aua, DrS.C., I28«., 172, 279, 
309 350 388 n.y 41 r 

Vidyfira^ya, 419 
vihdraSy 173 
vijdnana, 89 
vijnaptiy 94,124 

vijUdna , 86 n., 90, 91 123, 124, 132, 

143, 146, 409 n,y 428, 460; determining 
ndmarUpa, 91; in relation to skandhas, 
91; meaning of, in Sanskrit works, 86 n . 
Vijflana Bhiksu, 212, 220, 221, 222, 223, 
225, 226, 229, 257 n.y 260, 262, 494; 
his differences with Vacaspati, 223 ff. 
Vijhdnakdya, 120 
vijnanamaya, 60 
vifhdnamayd Oilman, 46 
Vijndnamdtrasiddhi, 128 
vijtidnaskandha , 124 
Vijfianavada, 86*1., 127, r 23 , 145, 166, 
167, 302, 417, 421, 429, 465, 493, 494; 
aspects of nothingness, 149 ; Bodhi- 
sattva doctrine, 150; categories of the 
understanding, 148; consciousness, two 
functions of, 145; doctrine of dhy&na, 
150; doctrine of essencelessness, 147; 
doctrine of illusion {mdyd), 147; nir- 
vdna- doctrine, 151; doctrine of nai~ 
rdtmya and tathdgatagarbka, 149; 
doctrine of prcUityasamutpdda, 148 ; 
doctrine that all things are mental 
creations, 146; its literature, 128 
Vijfianavadin, 113, 127, 128, 147, 167, 
1841 * 33 > 30b 33 *» 4<>9 »•> 415 
Vijndndmrta bhdjya, 220, 223, 239 

* 43 *- - * 

vikalpa, 129, 151, 26 r, 269 

vikal/>alaksanagrahdbhiniveiaprpti$thdpi- 

kabuddhi, 148 
vikalpapratyaya , 410 n. 
vikalpita , 409 n. 
vikathd, 193 
vikdra, 232 
vikdritvam, 203 
Vikramaditya, 370 
vikfepa, 472 
vikfipta, 268 
Vimalakirti, 128 
Viinalakirtinirdeiasutra , 125 n. 
Vimdncwatthu , 83 
Vinaya , 82 
vinaya , 193 
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•^Viadhyavasin, 218 
Vinltadeva, 15a x., 163 x., 168 
vinndna , 85, 86, 94, 96, 109 
vinndnakkhandka. 100 
vipakfa , 186/*., 344 
vlfaksa-pr<xti$cdka, 186 x. 
vipaksa-vydvrt/i , 344 
vifak$dsaitva y 150#., 349 
vtparita, C93 

wparitakhydti, 337, 384, 385 
vifaryaya, 220, 369, 332*., 337 
viparyydsa y 140 
Vipdka , 171 
viriyasamvara, 101 
Viroeana, 46 
virodha , 357 
viruddha , 360 
viniddhakdryopalabdhi, 358 
virdddhavydptopaJabdhi, 358 
vuadriaparimlma, 247 
Visibility, 292 
Visuddhimagga , 83. 88, 99x., roix. 

102 x., 103 104 105, 106 1 

* 161 

246, 253, 285, 286, 287, 30 
306312, 313, 318, 319, 320, 382 
viiefana, 331, 455 
t mJesanajtidna , 412 
vih$atuU(tuacchedaka % 330 
viksanaidvacchedakapraKdramj 339 
vtie§anam$tfyabkdz>dvagdhi\ 338 
VilcsdvaJyakabhdfya , 171, 176 x., 178 * 
179 »• 

viUsyaviltsana y 359 
455 

viHstabuddhi , 412 
vUistavaiHstyajdanam , 339 
Vi^uddhadvai tavada, 70 
w&'X, 424 

Vx4vakarma, 19, 20, 32, 43, 52 
Vi^vanitha, 281, 307, 339 
Vihiandtha-vrtti, 307 
135, 457 
vifdda , 243 
Vi$ciu, 18, 39 
Vipiupur&na, 433 
vitakka, 105 

vitandd, 294, 296, 302, 360, 407 
vitarka % 271 
Vitthale&opddhy&yi , 420 
Vivaranabhdvaprakdlikd, 419 
Vivararuiprameya, 457 

---419, 45; 


486 x. 
vivarttciy 468, 487 
vivarttavdda, 258, 468 
Virastava , 171 «. 
fc'fO'a, 271 
viryapdramitd t 127 
Vodhu, 322 
Void, 127 

Voidness, 126, 147, 166 
Vows, 74 
Vrjin, in 


VrmidaJdSy 171#. 

wf/*, 146, 268, 269, 378 x., 444, 448, 
449» 450, 457* 460, 472, 48c, 483, 

483 

zrrtti/ndna , 455, 458, 481 
vyaktiy 398 
vyatireka % 353 
vyatirekan/yaptiy 346 
vyava/idra, 148, 171 x., 446 
vyavahdramdtram> 114 
vyavaharanaya , 177, 178 
s '/yavahdrika, 148 x., 439, 446, 487 
yyavas&ya, 302, 343 «. 
vyavasthdpyavyavasthdpakabhduena, 154 

W x 75 
Vyadi, 233 
vy&gkdta, 347 
vydpakay 388 

vydpakaviruddhopaktbdh r, 358 
vydpakdnupalabdhi , 358 
vydpddo , 105 
vydpdra , 330 x. 

x <*>> *86 x., 303, 304, 346, 347, 
348. 354* 389«. 
vy&ptigraha, 346, 347 
vy&pti.niyama , 353 
vy&pya, 388, 389 
vy&pyatv&siddka , 361 
Vyisa, 212, 222, 231, 234 «. 

VyOsabkdfyay 225, 229, 231, 232, 233 
«35» *36* 237 «•» 239 254 x., 256 

«57 «•» ^63 206 x., 267 x., 269, 

273 x., 380 x. 
vy&sajyavrttiy 380 x. 
vromany 252, 255 
Vyoma&kharacarya, 306 
Vyomavatiy 306 
vyuhana , 122 

Warren, 88 x., 89M., 90 x., 99 x M 107 x., 
io8niff. 

Weber, 13 x., 230 

Welt ads Wille und Vorstellung, 40 

Wenzel, 144 
West, 3 
Western, 4, 5 
Western Rajputana, 172 
Whole, 165 
Windisch, 203 n. 

Winternitz, 34, 35 39 x. 

Woods, Prof., 231, 233 
World-appearance, 441, 442, 443, 446, 
447* 449* 451. 45*> 4<Sr, 4^8, 4^9* 47°* 
480, 491 

World-soul, its mythical character, 52 

yajriay 283 
Yajfiadatta, 176, 290 
Yajur-Veda, 12, 30 
yama, 59, 106, 235, 236, 270, 317 n. 
yatnakay 83, 157 
Yantrikd, 28 x. 

YaJastilaka, 172 



Yafoda, 173 

Ya^omitra, 114, no, 167 
j yatna, 316 

yathdrthdh pratyayak, 485 

Yadavaisarya, 308 

Yajftavalkya, 28^., 34«., 35 44, 34 

yfina, 54, i?5»., 116 
Yoga, 7, 9, 28 n., 39, 68, 74, 75, 78, 80, 
93«. ? 192 193, 199, 20], 203, 208, 

215, 217, 220, 221, 222, 22$, 226, 
■, 228, 229, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 
248 n., 255, 239, 261, 262, 263, 264, 
265M«, 266, 268, 273, 277, 278, 292, 
293* a 01 * 3°3> 3 j 7»m 325. 385- 434’ 
440, 490, 492 ; compilation of the 
sutras y 229 11; different types of, 228; 
its early origin, 127; its meaning, 226; 
its relation with Buddhism, 236 ff .; 
•» pessimism rh, 7$; the school mentioned 
by Alberuni, 233 ff. 

Yogacaryabh ft mifdstra, 128 
Yoga compilation, 230 
Yogacudatnatyi, 28 m, 

Yoga discipline, 235, 237 
Yoga editor, 231, 333 
Yoga ethics, 269 
yogajciy 34] 

Ycgakundali. ion., 228 
Yoga meditation, 270, 271 
Yoga philosophy in relation to other Indian 
systems of thought , 203 n., 21 in., 213, 
238 ft. 

Yoga Psychology, 270 n. 


YogH sittra, 219, 230, 233, 234, 233, 
263 268 

Yoga sutras, 212, 236, 237, 238, 2 66 n. { 
Yoga system, 77 
Yogaidstra, 172, 203 n., 237 
Yogahkhd , 28 n. 

Yogatattva , 28»., 228 
Yoga Upanisads, 228 
Yogavarttika , 212,1223, 239243 
245 M m 254 256«., 257 M m 2$9 , 

26l Mm 202 n. y 263 M., 264 M. 

Yogacara, 113, 128, 145,411, 421 
yogdnuJfisanam, 232 

yog in, 76, 215, 227, 234 n. t 256, 266,- 
270, 271, 272, 273, 293, 342, 426 
yogyatd , 182, 224, 260, 358, 415 
dggimd so so dhumavd, *57 
Yudhi$thira, 79 
yugmapradeta, 196 
yugya, 226 
^y«/\ 226 

/«/ samndhau, 226, 227 
226, 227 

YuktisnchapUrani, 390 M. 
Yuktisnehapurani - siddkdnta * candrika ,£ 
37 1 

yutasiddha , 246, 319 
yutasictdhyahhdv&t , 293 

Zeitschrift der Deutschcn Morg. Gestll* 
sc haft, 203 «. 

Zend-Avesta, 39 
Zeus, 18 
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